KERR DIARIES 


INTRODUCTION 


PAGE 1 


On June 19, 1860, John William Kerr was elected Secretary of the Wentworth 
Society for the Protection of Game and Fish. On December 16, 1864, he was appointed 
Fisheries Overseer under the Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Government of Canada, 
and began to write a diary and make copies of letters which he continued until his 
death in 1888. His diary and letterbooks consist of 18 volumes, each containing 
between 292 and 1004 pages. The final three volumes consist of the letters of John 
Kerr's son, Frederick, who succeeded him as Fisheries Overseer. 

In late 1981, the Canadian National Sportsmen's Fund made a grant to the 
Royal Ontario Museum, making possible the publication in microfiche of this valuable 
record of resource management. The Museum is grateful to the Fund for this assistance. 
For too long the Kerr Diaries have had limited use because of restricted accessibility. 

The diaries contain zoological observations and unique information about fishing, 
people, contraventions of the Fisheries Act, and court trials in the latter half of the 
19th century, Receipts, usually for licence fees, which Mr, Kerr had carefully sewn 
onto the pages of his diary, have been removed and are available for perusal in the 
Archives of the Royal Ontario Museum. 

The Royal Ontario Museum is indebted to Charles John Kerr and to Dr. Robert 
B. Kerr far the gift of the diaries. In 1940 the diaries were received by Professor J, 

R. Dymond, Director of the Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, and have been preserved in 
the ROM Library and Archives since that time. 

W, A. Roedde, Archivist 
Royal Ontario Museum 
February 22, 1982 
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The following biographical information has been given to us by Dr. Robert B. Kerr, 
great-grandson of John William Kerr! 


JOHN WILLIAM KERR, 1812-1888 

John William Kerr was appointed first Fisheries Overseer in Upper Canada in 
1864, He kept a hand-written diary of his activities and observations concerning the 
fish and game population of the region of southern Ontario around Lake Ontario from the 
Niagara River to Belleville, 

He was born on June 24, 1812, and lived in Enniskillen, County Fermanagh, in 
what is now Northern Ireland, He served in the Irish Constabulary for several years 
before emigrating to Canada with his wife Mary Eliza Winslow (1826-1907), who was also 
from County Fermanagh. 

John and Mary crossed the Atlantic as passengers in a sailing vessel and 
landed at New York. From there they proceeded by the Erie Canal to Buffalo and Lake 
Erie, They entered Canada at Fort Stanley on the north shore of Lake Erie on August 
14, 1844. They spent the first winter with John's uncle, also John William Kerr, who 
was an Anglican clergyman in the Township of Bayham in Elgin County, near St, Thomas, 
Ontario, During the winter of 1844-45, John taught school. 

For the next five years, John worked in the Post Office in London, Ontario. 

He and his wife then moved to Hamilton, Ontario,.where he was employed by the Great 
Western Railway as Chief Clerk in the Engineers' office. He retired from the Railway 
in 1854, Following his retirement from the Railway, he obtained a Crown Grant of 100 
acres of land on the brow of "Hamilton Mountain" in Barton Township, about two miles 
east of the "Jolly Cut" and situated east of Gage Avenue at the point where Ottawa 
Street reached the "Mountain Top Road", The point of the escarpment there was called 
Kerr's Foint. On this tract of land he built a large house which still stands on part 
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of the property. John and Mary raised a family of five daughters and four sons on this 
homestead, 

In addition to establishing the farm, John Kerr was appointed first Fisheries 
Overseer in Upper Canada in 1864. He also undertook supervision of the control of 
hunting of game in this area, He continued in this appointment until near his death, 

May 8, 1888, He was succeeded by his oldest living son, Frederick, who died in 1902, 
Following Frederick, the next oldest son, Charles John Kerr, became Fisheries Overseer 
and Game Warden for the County of Wentworth, Charles retired from this position 
several years before his death in 1942, 

Dr, Robert B, Kerr 
Vancouver, 1981 
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LIST OF VOLUMES 

[v.1.3 Daily record book and letter register} December 24, 1864 - June 4, 

1865, 

Cv,2,3 Daily record book and letter register} June 10, 1866 - December 
31, 1866. Also includes minutes and information concerning the 
establishment of the Wentworth Society for the Protection of Game and Fish 
in I860. 

Cv,3,3 Daily record book and letter register} December 31, 1860- June 
13,1868, 

Cv,4,3 Daily record book and letter register} June 7, 1868 - July 11, 

1870, 

Cv,5,] Daily record book and letter register} July 19, 1870 - October 19, 

1872, 

Cv.6.3 Daily record book and letter register} October 17, 1872 - October 
7, 1876. 

Cv,7,3 Daily record book and letter register} May 15, 1876 - October 1, 


lv.8,3 Daily record book and letter register} October 8, 1877 - February 
2, 1880, 

Cv.9,3 Daily record book and letter register} January 23, 1880 - October 
10, 1881, 

Cv,103 Letterbook (carbon)} June 9, 1881 - November 1, 1882. 

(Correspondence chiefly with W,F, Whitaker, Commissioner of Fisheries, 
Ottawa.) 

Cv.113 Letterbook (carbon)} November 2, 1882 - January 11, 1884, 

(Correspondence chiefly with W.F, Whitaker, Commisioner of Fisheries, 
Ottaw a,) 

Cv.123 Letterbook (carbon)} January 12, 1884 - April 21, 1885, 

(Correspondence chiefly with S,P, Bauser, Commissioner of Fisheries, 
Ottawa.) 

Cv,133 Letterbook (carbon)} March 2, 1885 - July 16, 1886, 

(Correspondence chiefly with the Deputy Minister of Fisheries, Ottawa.) 

Cv. 143 Letterbook (carbon)} July 19, 1886 - September 12, 1887. 

(Correspondence chiefly with the Deputy Minister of Fisheries, Ottawa.) 

Cv.153 Letterbook (carbon)} September 9, 1887 - May 7, 1888, 

(Correspondence chiefly with the Deputy Minister of Fisheries, Ottawa.) 



KERR DIARIES 


INTRODUCTION 


PAGE 5 


Death of J.W. Kerr. Son Frederick becomes Fisheries Overseer. His 

entries begin May 7, 1888 and continue to October 14, 1890, in volume 15. 

Cv.161 Letterbook (carbon)} October 14, 1890 - October 31, 1892. 

(Correspondence chiefly with the Deputy Minister of Fisheries, Ottawa.) 

Cv.17] Letterbook (carbon)} August 16, 1895 - Tune 22, 1896. 

(Correspondence chiefly with the Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa.) 

Cv.18] Letterbook (carbon)} November 2, 1896 - February 28, 1898. 

(Correspondence chiefly with the Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa.) 




Kerr, John W. and Frederick W. Kerr, Hamilton, Ontario 
Fisheries Inspectors 1860-1898 (18 volumes) 


The following rough notes were made as the manuscripts of 
John W. Kerr were read. The manuscripts were written in longhand 
and included the daily records, receipts, notes and letters of 
John W. Kerr as one of the first fisheries inspectors of the region 
now known as Southern Ontario. 

It was the intention to record such items of information that 
might be of historical importance in terms of the fish species caught 
and the methods employed by the fishermen. Where possible, estimates 
of size of fish and size of catch were reported. Also, a number of 
comments pertaining to the origin or initial catch of certain fish 
species were included. Spawning grounds and the location of the 
major fisheries are mentioned too. 




Volume 1 


December 26, 1864 to December, 1865 


December 26, 1864: 

- apprehended two poachers with their catch of sisco herrings which they 
intended to sell to the fish dealer for 75<?/hundred. The fish were caught 
in gillnets at 20 fathom depth. 

December 28, 1864: 

- seized one 5 lb salmon trout in herring catch of several poachers. 

The local fishermen have shown a willingness to pay an annual fishing 
license of $10. 

- (letter Jan. 2/65 - they had previously been required to pay the 
Government $20.). 

December 31, 1864: 

- the fishing of the sisco herring is described in a letter: 
sisco herring only discovered three years previously (1861) 

- caught in Lake Ontario 12 miles from the shore at 20 fathoms depth. 

- gillnets used of mesh size IV' x IV (which are illegal according to 

clause 26 of the Fishery Act). 

- fish appear to congregate at this season to spawn. 

January 2, 1865: 

- salmon trout, siscoes and white fish taken by gillnet in Lake Ontario. 

- requests by letter to have jurisdiction extended to Niagara River. 

V Niagara is reported to be the best and most profitable fishery on Lake Ontario 

V 

t 

January 4, 1865: 

- each of the poachers of the salmon trout (Dec.28/64) were fined 
$8 and court costs. 

January 5, 1865: 

- warned people on Burlington Beach not to cut down oak trees or 
spear fish - both practices were illegal. 

January 11, 1865: 

- catch appears to be 1500 ciscos/day 

January 12, 1865: 

- ciscoe is considered to be a species of white fish, sometimes called 
herring trout. 

January 17, 1865: 

- half of fishing fines awarded to Fishing Overseer. 

- problems making convictions due to jurisdiction of waters in which 
the fish were actually taken. 

January 21, 1865: 

- regulation net mesh size 1 %" x lV' 

- fishing spear described as being 13 feet long and having 7 prongs 

January 23, 1865: 

- primary problem is with trespassers and poachers 

- Kerr has no power even to inspect licensed fishermen’s gear 



February 1, 1865: 

- reports 25 black bass (less than 2% lbs) and 1 pike caught by spearing - 
fisherman fined $10 and costs. 

February 3, 1965: 

- the larger mesh of regulation nets catches the larger herring and blue-backs 

- Kerr expresses a personal bias towards angling rather than fisheries 

February 6, 1865: 

- jurisdiction extended to the county of Halton 
February 18, 1865: 

- one speckled bass reported to have been caught by spearing 


March 2, 1865: 

- brief discussion on the ciscoes which some people believe to be 
young white fish 

- believed to be indigenous to Sciscoe Bay, on the south shore of 
Lake Ontario near Oswego. 

- believed by some old fishermen to have migrated from the sea to spawn, 
supported by salt streams 

- best time to fish them just prior to spawning season Nov. 1-Dec.31. 

March ?, 1865: 

- Kerr proposes that seining for salmon trout, a species of white fish, 
be restricted to nets having a mesh 2" x 2" 


March 27, 1865: 

- Kerr's jurisdiction is extended west to Lincoln County (Niagara) and 
east to Toronto Harbour. 

* 

, \ 

May 22, 23, 1865: 

- herring and pickerel reported to be fished at Niagara and Queenston using 
nets of mesh size smaller than IV x 1%" at a time when white fish are 
not to be had. 

May 27, 1865: 

- herring fishery nets set up thus: 


June 


shore 



250 yds in length 


10, 1865: 

bass, suckers, 2 eels, pike, Jew cat fish, sunfish and Jew fish called 
sheepshead caught in Burlington Bay by seining 


July 1, 1865: 

- a catch of black bass, sturgeon from Queenston Heights recorded. 


July 31, 1865: 

- Kerr reports that 100 small white fish and 12 large ones were caught in 
Burlington Bay the previous day, Sunday 
fishing on Sunday is against the law 



August 5, 1865: 

- referring to pg.6 of the Amended Fishing Act clause 3 - the proper 
size mesh for whitefish and salmon trout seines in Upper Canada re 
"Centre of Nets" "under no circumstances shall the centre be less 

than two inches square - for if less, these species of small whitefish - 
small herring size are being caught continually with the present net 
size of lh" x lh"” 

September 8, 1865: 

- reported having seen an article in the Globe newspaper that the closed 
season for white fish had been reduced to 10 days. 

- to his knowledge and experience, the closed season for whitefish was 
the entire month of November and the closed season for lake salmon trout 
was the entire month of October. 

October 9, 1865: 

- reports that Duffin Creek (20 miles east of Toronto, near Bowmanville) 
abounds with salmon for about 3 miles from the lake to Kingston Road and should 
be preserved until November 20th. 

October 9, 1865 - cont'd. 

- reports that in the previous fall, "during the spawning season, 

2 men caught in one night's spearing 100 salmon - several of them 
weighing 28 and 30 lbs and none of them under 20 lbs weight" 

- Kerr suggests that a watch be placed on the Humber and Twelve Mile Creek 
Rivers to preserve the salmon during the spawning season (middle of October- 
Nov. 20th). 

October 14, 1865: 

- reports 8 pike and 2 sunfish caught by spearing in Dundas Marsh - also 
, informed that 25 pike and a black bass were caught the previous night 

by spearing. 

October 20, 1865: 

- made enquiries at Port Credit regarding the salmon "if any come to the 
Credit to spawn" 

- hotel keeper said that there were none, that they were prevented or stopped 
below Quebec. 

- one report of a large salmon taken up in a draw net near Cooksville 

5 years previously (however, the fish apparently jumped out and escaped) 

- also heard a report of the deleterious effects of an oil refinery at 
Port Credit on the fish. 

November 21, 1865: 

- refers to a white fish spawning ground near Port Union 
November 27, 1865: 

- reported a catch from Burlington Bay of a 10 lb pike, a sucker and two 
herring (2 and 2h lbs). 

December 14, 1865: 

- spearing for bass, pike and pickerel made legal until March 1st in 
Burlington Bay and Dundas Marsh. 

December 26, 1865: 

- fishing leases now being requested for a 9-year period. 



Volume 2 


January 10, 1866 - January 2, 1867 


June 19, 1860: 

- minutes of a meeting called to form a "Society for the Protection of 
Game and Fish" in Wentworth County. 

July 3, 1860: 

- in newspaper article (report on the formation of the above Society): 
"Salmon and herring from the ocean frequented in countless numbers all 
the bays and banks of Ontario, and ascended all her tributaries". 

- following is the constitution as drawn up by the members of the society 
defining the aims and organization of the said society. 

January 15, 1866: 

- Kerr gives a summary of the annual catch of fish for several fishermen 
during the year 1865. 

- the types of fish mentioned include: black bass, pickerel, herring, 
sturgeon, suckers, mullet, whitefish ($6.70-$10.00 per 100), sciscoes, 
salmon trout. 

- the lists of fish return are divided into categories indicating the 
location fished (i.e. fishing stations) 

Queenston Heights 

j Niagara _ 

** Burlington Beach 
Scarboro 
Toronto Island 

Port Dalhousie, Jordon, Beamsville 
Port Union 
Frenchman's Bay 
Port Credit 




February 8, 1866: 

- spearing legal until 28th February for pike, bass and pickerel 

March 3, 1866: 

- during legal fish spearing season it was recorded that the largest pike 
taken was 22 lbs and the largest bass taken was 7 lbs. 

March 23, 1866: 

- Kerr requests that Burlington Bay and Dundas Marsh be "set apart for the 
natural propagation of fish" .. "from the 1st March until the 1st December 
inclusive" except for angling. 

April 3, 1866: 

- Kerr requests that "from April 15 to June 20 inclusive should be at once 
fixed and adopted for taking whitefish at Niagara by means of seines". 

- he suggests that the whitefish fishing season as laid down in the fisheries 
act is not applicable to Niagara - he does not give a reason for this. 



April 14, 1866: 

- reports tainted fish (pike) from Sherivais inlet which had 2 oil refineries 
at the head of the inlet "they tasted and smelled of coal oil" and "each 
person who partook of them was ill for several hours afterwards"- see 
April 18/66. 

April 19, 1866: 

- Kerr requests that the closed season for black bass and whitefish be set 

aside as follows for the localities of Burlington Beach, Port Credit and Toronto: 

Black bass: May 1-31 
Whitefish: May 24-Aug.l 

May 5, 1866: 

- reference made with regard to pike and bass spawning in the Don River. 

May 8, 1866: 

mention made of maskinonge - a fish species. 

May 9, 1866: 

- Kerr passed on a request by the people of Galt to have a fishway 
constructed in the Grand River to allow bass and pickerel to ascend 
and descend the river past a mill dam - see June 9, 1866,also. 

- also from the Dept, of Crown Lands, Fisheries Branch, Ottawa, 5th May, 1866. 

"The following Fishery Regulation, for Upper Canada, has been approved by the 
Governor General in Council: "except with hook and line, no person shall fish 
for, or catch or kill bass, pickerel (doree), maskinonge or pike, between 
May 5 and June 1st"". 

May 17, 1866: 

- whitefish fishing season extended to 20th of June in Niagara. 

- reports that herring caught at Niagara are "monstrous" i.e. weighing 3 lbs. 

May 18, 1866: 

- reports a catch of speckled, rock and white bass and 10 pike from Burlington Bay. 
May 28, 1866: 

- seining for whitefish at Niagara prohibited until Aug. 1st but fishing using 
gill nets allowed until June 20th. 

- Kerr examined some blue pickerel caught in whitefish gill nets at Niagara 
and found no evidence of spawning therefore no justification for closed 
season extending to June 1st. 

June 4, 1866: 

- apparently the whitefish had not yet appeared so Kerr requested an extension 
of the whitefish season to July 3 in Burlington Bay to Toronto and to June 15 
in Niagara. 


June 9, 1866: 

- upon looking into the request by the people of Galt for a fishway to bypass 
a sawmill dam, Kerr also took note of several industries which were using 
the Grand River to dispose of their wastes. Some of the industries included were 

- shingle factory -P sawdust and mill rubbish 

- saw mill -p " " " " 

- soap factory ashes 

- tannery -> effluent containing lime and other vitriol chemicals 

- dye stuffs ~P chemical effluent 



June 16, 1866: • 

- Kerr suggests a further extension of whitefish season to Aug. 1st - 
apparently the "whitefish it appears, never make their appearance at 
Burlington Beach until the take ceases at Niagara" - request denied - see July 2 
since "this species of fish scarce in most parts of eastern section 

Upper Canada" 

- Kerr's jurisdiction extended westward to Long Point and eastward to Whitby. 

, ,, uU pUyZb/te.fc 

June 26, 1866: - ^ c v / 

- reports that a "run of small whitefish takes place at Niagara about the 
close of the season for seine fishing and at Burlington Beach at the 
commencement of the seine fishing, the consequence is that hundreds of 
the small fish are taken up" (less than \ lb weight per fish) 


Aug. 2, 1866: 

- "after making a careful examination and enquiry of Duffin's Creek, the 
Rouge River, the Credit River, Lyon's Creek and the Humber - I am led 
to believe that salmon still frequent those rivers in the spawning season, 
and in the spring of each year. The result is / in almost all cases, that those 
magnificent fish hardly make their way back to the sea" - "men and boys go after 
them in small boats with spears and Jack lights, and they destroy them all". 


Octob. 15, 1866: 

- report of $50 worth of salmon trout caught in front of Port Credit about 
6 miles out from shore. 

Oct. 19, 1866: 

- "At 3 a.m. started from the Island, - there to Toronto, there to Leslieville, 
there down the lake to the churches - searched outside but found nothing 
until we went out about 3 miles - there found a white fish net with two 
trout and eighteen whitefish in it - down to Portraine. Portraine paid me 

$3 for his license". 

October 22, 1866: 

- on 27th of this month the "gill net fishermen" intend commencing to fish 
gill nets at Port Ryerse, Nanticoke and Peacock Point on Lake Erie. 

- at present time fishers refused to take out licenses 

Nov. 8, 1866: 

- At Toronto found pike had been caught in the Toronto? marsh (word omitted in scrip 
Nov. 20, 1866: 

- seized 3 nets about 1000 yards 

- lines are bad 

- found (in nets) 1 white fish in one, 

3 whitefish in other 
1 sucker in third 

Nov. 21, 1866: 

- seized three whitefish gill nets set in Lake Ontario, opposite the township 
of Eglinton in the County of Lincoln. 

- nets total length 3000 yards. 

- found in separate nets - 1 whitefish, 1 fish (no mention of name), 1 sucker 


Nov.-;;.lcr 25, 1866: 

- mention of sighting of 7 or 8 men setting gill nets in Burlington Bay 

- also saw person in a boat on B. Bay overhauling a net. 

November 27, 1866: 

captured total of 76 whitefish recently caught in a white fish gill net, 
while investigating Fifty Point, Fifty Mile Creek, Lake Ontario in the 
Township of "Saltfleet". 

fish had been concealed some distance from the boat under pine branches 
December 1, 1866 

50 more fish (no type) brought up from Beach (no name - presumed to be 
Burlington) but never found. 

December 2, 1866: 

- Burlington Beach - tracing white fish (see above) 

December 3, 1866: 

- At Hamilton search warrant for fish hauled 2 days previous - fish have been sold. 

I 

December 8, 1866: 

- reference to length of spawning season of whitefish - feels it should be 
lengthened to at least one month. 

December 13, 1866: 

- reference to herring nets that were set in Burlington Bay 

December 21, 1866: 

- in court 

- enforcing the law for possession of white fish 

- reference to the charge for possession of 50 white fish $15 and costs 

other charges include loss of license, boat, or a jail term (usually 30 days) 

December 22, 1866: 

- conviction of family for having white fish in their possession at 
Burlington Bay (see December 1, 2 and 3, 1866). 

December 23, 1866: 

- Kerr gains information - at Burlington Beach of sale of a 7 lb white fish 
in return for a quart of whisky. 

January 3, 1867: 

- reference to return of fish to Kerr at Leslieville 
January 4, 1867: 

- reference to return of fish at Burlington Beach 

- distribution of "notices" 


EOT OF VOLUME 2 



Volume 3 - January 17, 1867 to June 13, 1868. 

January 17, 1867: 

- reference made to a license applied for by two men intending to catch 
white fish, salmon trout, pike and ciscos with gill nets (men from 
Leslieville, County of York). 

January 21, 1867: 

reports legal fishing on Lake Erie, near the mouth of the Grand River 
November 12, 1866 (written in Vol. 3): 

- legal matter concerns the crown document of May 17, 1802 concerning control 
of all affairs inside an area of Burlington Beach 

- 77 chains in distance, one marker planted in the ruin of Kings Head burn 

- government then responsible for "illegally" dividing property, thus 
’damaging* the fishermen 

- $120/year paid as rent and fishing rights 
January 11, 1867: 

- reports white fish (single) was illegally in possession of (man) - caught 
at Burlington Beach - $2 fine 

January 28, 1867: 

- renewal of fishery lease in town of Niagara 

i - 30 dollars/year 

- also renewals as follows: 

1) 30 dollars/year - Two-mile Creek, township of Niagara 

2) 50 dollars/year "-the Humber to the Don River, including the 
Toronto island-" 

February 4, 1867: 

- reports of gill nets being set at night and lifted in the morning on 
"our side of Lake Erie (near wind mill points and point Abino)" 

- men use small tug boat in this presumably illegal act. 

February 1, 1867: 
f - Queenston, Niagara 

! - letter received (entered into Vol. 3 in longhand) from lessees of Queenston 
requesting alteration in Fisheries Act 

- "The act prohibits us from catching pickerel, pike, etc. between the fifth 

of May and 1st of June; we wish to have the time put back to the tenth of April 

February 4, 1867: 

- "the close season, for pickerel such as frequent the Niagara River , below 

the Falls, would be well if fixed for the month of November, same as white fish 

- (In the locality of Niagara and Queenston) 

•February 7, 1867: 

- reports white fish unreliable to appear at the same time every season at 
Niagara, and "rarely remain beyond a month" 

- also, they "never make their appearance again at either the two of four mile 
creek hauling grounds until about the same time the ensuing season." 



February 6, 1867: 

- report of (regular) fisherman spearing at the Bay 


February 13, 1867: 

- $20 paid to fish at Dunville and Haldimand. 

February 7, 1867: 

- "There is a great deal of poaching carried on between Chatham and Windsor" 
February 16, 1867: 

- preparations made by unauthorized persons to catch pike (using gill nets) 
in the Marsh on Toronto Island (on the Friday previous to Feb. 16) 

- recent construction of a slide or fishway at Dunville, Grand River reported 
not to meet the requirements of the Act, and fish cannot use it to their 
advantage 


February 25, 1867: 

- (the page following is a record of names and the numbers of fish (Seine?) 

(white fish, her. (herring?) and salmon trout - ciscoes, pickerel, pike, 

(sturgeon, bass, mullets, suckers - caught in the year 1865. Also included 

(is money paid or received in connection with the men and fish they caught, 

„ (and how they caught them - titled "Aggregate take - year 1865" 

were captured 

as stated Feb.20, 1867. 


all fish 
mentioned in 
these record 


Lake Erie - Year 1866: 

- again, another record of fish caught, how, amount of yardage in netting, 
and money .... 

- fish reported caught: white fish, herring, pickerel, pike, mullet, sturgeon, 

' mudcat, sucker, (Seine?) 

- also report of value of boats, material, etc. 

February 20, 1867 - with reference to the preceding tables - 

"The white fish fishing on Lake Erie is of very short duration; and with the 
exception of twelve barrels taken at Turkey point this last, season by seine 
fishing, all the rest are gilled fish of first quality ..." 

- white fish gilling began at about Oct. 25, 1866, and stopped (according to 
the law) on Nov. 19, 1866, making the season 20 days in length.* 

- during the season, white fish are found only in reefs of rock, not more than 
a mile from shore. 

- Kerr states he believes these rocks are white fish spawning grounds 

- farmers in the area fish, when the white fish finally arrive, in frail, 

flat bottom _, lowering nets in the evening, and lifting them the 

following morning. Fish caught in the early part of the season are almost 
always male 

- Kerr being witness to 10 females in a catch of three hundred 

- fish sold by barrel, 65/barrel = full barrel 

‘*Lake Erie, year 1865 - "an approximate estimate of fish, men and material on 

Lake Erie, between Port Rowan and Fort Erie for year 1865" (dated) Hamilton 


*rough weather is taken into account 


Lake Erie, cont'd. 

February 20, 1867: 

"an approximate estimate of fish taken as (previously stated)" - in barrels. 

Lake Ontario, Year 1866. 

February 20, 1867 

table of records .... list of names, type of net used to catch fish, 

yardage of net, type of fish, and amount of money broughtin at setting of fish. 

(Hamilton) 

- value of boats, material, etc. on Lake Ontario, in year of 1866. 

February 20, 1867: 

- 1866 was a very good year for fishing at Niagara, especially white fish, 
gill net fishing 

- white fish seining "was splendid", tho little was done 

- recommendation for longer season for white fish seining as well as a total 
extension period for all fishing, except lake salmon trout. 

- Lake salmon trout need a fixed season, restricting fishermen 

- white fish "returns" from Burlington beach were small, but have grown by 
gill net fishing, and "one or two industrious persons there". 

Toronto Island: 

- white fish seining was complete failure, because of restrictions of season in 
the law. 

- scisco fishing remains successful 

- Leslieville: good trout gill net fishing 

- Frenchman's Bay: largest salmon trout caught on Lake Ontario 

- salmon trout caught: several weighed more than 25 lbs - few under 10 lbs 

- states problem concerning fishermen recording the amount, etc. of fish 
* they catch 

- record of boats, men and materials on Lake Ontario in the year of 1866 

- aggregate - Lake Ontario, 1866 - quantities of fish recorded 

March 8, 1867: 

- states opposition to catching suckers, mullets, or other "rough" fish using 
seines or even gill (herring) nets in Burlington Bay 

- no fishing on Sunday 

- expresses ill feelings to fisherman dragging seines all over Burlington Bay 
and setting gill nets everywhere 

- fishermen "poor and needy" 

- I am certain it will not injure the fishing in any manner to catch herring 
with gill nets of the size mesh 2h inches long in 80 or 100 ft deep water" 

- mullet, suckers, sheepheads, yankee drummers welcome, as fish are scarce 

March 14, 1867: 

- reference made to a letter received previously "stating that a fisheries 
overseer, who examined Fenelon Falls reported no speckled trout in that 
vicinity" 

- Fenelon Falls is within 4 miles of Owen Sound 
"It is a speckled trout country" 

March 15, 1867: 

- Grand River Navigational Company erected dams across the river from: 

1) Mt. Healey 2) York 

3) Seneca 4) Caledonia 

(and other points in the County), yet no slides or fishways have been 
attached. 

- thus fish are killed in large numbers, at the foot of the dams, as they 

try to ascend in early spring, (even tho fishing is prohibited at this time). 


contradictory! 

Resolved - request to the Commissioner for slides on said dams 


April 8, 1967: 

- reports findings of pike in 5 illegally set nets 


April 12, 1867: 

- reports five set pike nets found at the mouth of the Don River at 
Toronto Bay 


April 22, 1867: 

- Seine and four pike gill nets seized on Toronto Island 

- preceding Monday all pike trout and all other fish was seized at the 
Toronto fish market - court case .... 


April 23, 1867: 

- Fines for illegal fishing 

1) caught 1 salmon trout, and having white fish gill nets on 
Lake Ontario - $10.00 

2) same as (1) - $10.00 

3) having a white fish gill net and a small herring seine on 
Lake Ontario - $5.00 

4) caught 1 salmon trout, and having gill nets on Lake Ontario - $5. 

- report of fisherman seen with spear on Bay 

- three nets found in "Ken's pond" - seized 

- fisherman at the Beach given leeway to fish herring gill nets and 
haul for suckers 

- Lothidges pond - found a little net 

- trap net in mouth of river 

April 25, 1867: 

- reported seizing three nets "pike set" in Ken's pond, Burlington Bay 

- nets seized were set on the 15th (morning) 

April 28, 1867: 

- Dundas Marsh - (warned boys with rods, hooks, lines) 


April 30, 1867: 

- Burlington Heights, "in rear of the Magasine", then across the Bridge, 
there confronted 2 men seen hunting on the Marsh. 

- seized a yankee muskrat, a duck (wild) and a grebe 


May 2, 1867: 

- grappled for gill nets on the "bay" 


May 3, 1867: 

- following page is 


copied completelyjan next 


page. 


"Notice to all persons who fish - 

"Whereas it has been represented to me, that persons are at present 
fishing gill and other nets in the waters situated at Burlington Beach, 
without being legally authorized to do the same, .... 

"I now give notice that henceforth, after this date, no person is 
allowed to fish any description of net, until a license is first taken out 
for the current year of 1867. 

"No person or persons is allowed to haul herring seines in the Bay 
on the sucker haul ground for herring. " 

"By order 


Fishery Overseer's Office 

Hamilton, 1, May, 1867" 

May 9, 1867: 

- "If your net is too long for your ground you can let it (thusIX) out on 
either or both wings, but you must avoid all contention with your neighbouring 
fishermen ..." 

May 8, 1867: 

- small seine about 80 yards long seen drying (fluce?) 

May 10, 1867: 

- hauling for suckers 

- several pike caught and thrown back in 

May 11, 1867: 

- "In seine fishing, the owner of the net gets half the fish, the four hands 
get the other half - all the fish are Sold and the money is then divided 
accordingly" 

"In gill net fishing it is a little different; but all fish for the 
purposes of the trade" 

May 11, 1867: 

- Kerr charged with "falsehoods" 

- apparently he sent a box of white and herring to Mr. Whitcher, which Kerr 
had purchased. They "perished" before arriving in Ottawa. 

- also another small box of "sciscos" was sent in January (last) to Whitcher 
in Ottawa, which also never arrived there. 

, - These said fish were for the "sole purpose" as specimens to demonstrate the 
class taken at Niagara Fishery 

- charges dropped - not clearly stated 

- reports to the Commissioner that he intends to charge $10 this year for 
gill net fishing to Lake Ontario fishermen 

- gill net fishing begins about the time that seining ends 

- fishing is very late this season 

- Six (6) seines caught hardly any white fish in upper Lake Erie 

May 18, 1867: 

- three salmon were "killed" by a Pickering fisherman at Duffins Creek 
in the late part of October, 1866. 


May 11, 1867: 

reports that there will be (8) eight gill net fishermen engaged in taking 
white fish and salmon trout this season, between Niagara and Six Mile Creek 
in the township of Niagara. 

May 14, 1867: 

- fishing illegally reported in Port Whitby harbour 

- three (3) salmon caught near Posts Mill, Pickering in previous October 


May 20, 1867: 

- previous Saturday a fisherman caught netting (with several hundred yards 
of net) in Whitby Harbour 

- "If we are going to breed salmon in this neighbourhood, we must begin and 
show the public that we are alive and awake in upholding the fishery laws" 

- water around Toronto Island has risen four (4) feet since the 19 of April, 1867 

- dividing Toronto vicinity into parts with chains 

- Leslieville within Toronto city limits 

- John Bell, alderman of Toronto Island may get possession of Island and fisheries 


May 24, 1867: 

- farmers along the lake shores will fish only for themselves, not for trade 

or commerce now. 

- five dollar fine for having 13 yds of net in Windsor Harbour to catch fish 
for trading and commerce purposes 


May 25, 1867: 

- ten dollar fine for fishing salmon trout gill nets in Lake Ontario 

- authorization to fish two thousand yards of salmon trout gill net 


Circular 
submitted 
to public, 
Niagara, 
Ont. 


Council issues an order extending the period for seining white fish to 
June 15th, asked and applied for previously 

fishermen of white fish and pickerel gill nets will be required to pay an 
advanced $10 for license - the same as other fishermen, whether they occupy 
seine hauling grounds or not. 


May 30, 1867: 

- 2,000 herrings caught by one fisherman in a haul 
June 3, 1867: 

- fishermen are prohibited to fish until their leases and licenses are paid 
June 9, 1867: 

- Fort Erie: several hundred pounds of white fish was caught previously 
in a small centre herring net 

- one fish was 17 lbs, several others 8 and 10 lbs 

June 19, 1867: 

- no closed season for herring except in Burlington Bay 

- white fish season terminates on July 15, and recommences August 1, 
of the same year 

- white fish may not be caught in a small centre - $6 fine 
June 25, 1867: 

- examined fish slide on the dam at Dunville 
June 26, 1867: 

- reports Dunville dam fish slide is too short, .*. doesn’t go deep 
enough into the water 



June 27, 1867: 

- Mill Dam, at Caledonia, Grand River 

- 220 yards wide 

- 6 ft high 

- usual length of planks 

- locks also a necessary fishway 

- in the area of Dam several mills are in operation - grist mill pays water 
rate of $240/year - woollen factory, grist mill and saw mill pays about 
$700/year - independent saw mill pays $325/year 

June 26, 1867: 

- Seneca Dam, at Seneca, Grand River 

- approx. 250 yds wide (bank to bank) 

- 6 ft high above water 

- has an assiom? of about 12 feet plank lengths 

- unoperating saw mill in area 

- bottom of river is rock 

- lacks a necessary fishway 

June 27, 1867: 

- Mill Dam, at Suis lock No. 3, Grand River 

- 120 yds long 

- about 6 feet high 

- has about an assion? of 12 ft plank lengths, all the whole way across 

- lacks necessary fishway 

- saw mill rented from Navigational Co for $250/year 

- planning mill pays $260/year plus a back claim of $200 for water rates 

- cabinet and chair factory pays $60/yr 

- below dam are a no. of islands, one of them about 20 acres 

> - warned all to keep sawdust and mill rubbish out of river 

- Dam is kept in repair by Nav. Co. 

June 26, 1867: 

- Mill Dam at Mount Healey 

1. - situated beside mill - dam is 50 yds wide approx. 8 ft high 

"perpendicular above the water below the same" 

- an "assion?" to the dam, about 12 ft wide 
on the side next to the Mill ("as the river at this place is divided 
into three different streams") .*. making it necessary for 2 fishways 
to be erected 

2. - h mile away is another dam 

- waste gate or waste way 

- east side of river is a plaster mill, branches off and re-enters 
the main river at Indiana 

- the Dams and saw mill are at the head of Youngs Isle 

- about 30 yrs ago used as race course 

- Fishways needed most at Mount Healey, and 20 miles downstream, 
at Dunville 


June 26, 1867: 

- Mill Dam at York, Grand River 

300 yds wide (bank to bank) 

6 ft high 

- usual "apron?" plank lengths of 12 ft 
lacks necessary fishway 

three (3) mills at York 
grist mill 

- plaster mill on east side 

- barley and oatmeal grinding mill on west side 

- all owners pay large annual sums for the water rate (rent) to Nav. Co. 

- lacks necessary fishway 

July 1, 1867: 

- caught men spear-fishing in boat, with a light Jack 

- river at Brantford abounds with black bass and pickerel 

June 26, 1867: 

- concerned with protection of fishery from the mouth of the Grand River 
to the plaster beds, 10 miles above Dam at Dunsville 

- used to be plenty of fish 

- now, because of all sorts of types of nets, torch fishing, and fishing 
out of season, fish are disappearing. 

- solution: rent the 15 mile length of river from the government, 
and protect it for angling 

(written by Henry Lawe: Surveyor) 

July 12, 1867: 

- mouth of Grand River is at Port Maitland 

- Indians and half-breeds caught more than 60 wagon loads of rough fish, 
the previous spring, below Dunville dam at Mt. Healey 

- these vast takes of fish do not injure the take of anglers 

May 18, 1867: 

- record of poisonous refuse, put into the Grande River within the city 
limits of Galt, from a soap factory. 

- destroys fishing on the west side of river for 3 or 4 miles downstream 

- above is letter of complaint, saying 12 months have passed since Kerr 
was informed, and no measures have been taken 

July 12, 1867: 

- Kerr's reply! 

"Fish at Galt were never more numerous than they are this year" 

July 12, 1867: 

- profitable business catching salmon trout in front of Port Union, 

L. Ontario, Niagara, Bronte 

- Fort Erie is best for salmon trout. Opposite the old fort 

July 19, 1867: 

- report of salmon killed with spear and torch light 

July 20, 1867: 

- bought five gill net white fish, two salmon trout for $1 

June 20, 1867: 

- report of Canadian fishermen fishing in U.S. waters without complaint 

'W 



July 24, 1867: 

- bass bed at mouth of Niagara River on U.S. side 

- Canadian fisherman setting nets right in the bed, thus disrupting 

the hook and line fishing 

- complaint by Captain Pyne, 42nd Infantry, U.S. Army, Niagara Fort, N.Y. 

- U.S. claims 3 miles out into L. Ontario 

August 3, 1867: 

- Herring fishing is good at Burlington Beach 
Oct. 31, 1867: 

- found 39 muskrat and 1 mink skins in possession of man 

- muskrats trapped on Rouge and Hyland Creek 


Nov. 2, 1867: 

- record of Herring speared two years previous 
Nov. 7, 1867: 

- "The water at the entrance to Lyons Creek is so very shallow, a 
pinkee (n or m) can hardly pass through from the Lake" 

Nov. 15, 1867: 

- list of names, amount of netting owned, money, and type of fish 

- also, list of names of men who were caught fishing and killing 
white fish with gill nets 

Nov. 16, 1867: 

- reports the fishway in the dam at Dunville is in perfect condition 
and is suitable for the ascent of fish up the Grand River 

\ - slide had been lengthened from the original size 

Nov. 21, 1867: 

- seized two (2) barrels of white fish at Hamilton Station, which 
were on their way to fish dealers in St. Catharines 

Nov. 26, 1867: 

- reported finding men in Rock Bay (at Burlington Bay) grappling for a 
net, which they never found 

Nov. 27, 1867: 

- report of white fish gill net being used at Dover, Peacock Pt, 

Hoover Pt. and Wardells Creek, confiscated net with 14 fish in it 

Dec. 3, 1867: 

- Hoover Pt. (16 miles from Pt. Dover) 

- confiscated 12 white fish just caught 

- one 500 yd net confiscated 

- still using nets 

- also seized one Herring gill net 250 yds long 


Dec. 4, 1367: 

- 60+ fish (white) caught at Burlington Beach 
Dec. 14, 1867: 

- "I hear the people of Rainham fish on Sunday, and amongst them a 
magistrate..." 


Jan. 1, 1868: 


- A petition signed by several VIP's and 500 citizens all residing 
in Hamilton 

petition for permission to spear Herring between Dec. 14 and (left out) 
v/'April, 14, 1868: 

/'">—, - Kerr recommends permission should be granted in Ottawa 

/ / ' ’ ? , report of pickerel and pike at Fort Erie 

•. '' i f s ^ 

Jan. 1, 1868: 

- Kerr recommends a close season for Salmon Trout, from Nov. 1-Nov. 30 inc. 

• Jan. 1, 1868: 

- report of 3 barrels of white fish, apparently from Collingwood, 
delivered by "Express" to a fish dealer 

Jan. 17, 1868: 

- reports that the Mill dams on the Thames river, west of London, 
have no fishways .*. no fish are allowed to ascend the river 

- all fish attempting to ascend are caught at Bothwell by the 
Mill owner, every spring 

Jan. 18, 1868: 

- a report in compliance with a request from Ottawa (regarding) the 
fishery at the Indian Reserve, Sarnia 

- small seines or drag nets are used by Indians, Frenchmen, and some 
Americans, whom the Indians allow to fish there. The Indians and 
Frenchmen work in gangs 

- pickerel is caught in the spring, which is sold to agents at Port Huron 

- Herring is caught in the fall, and is sold, by the Indians, around in 
the neighbourhood, trade half barrels to storekeepers in return for 
salt and empty half barrels, net mending materials, provisions "for 
their maintenance and support" 

- half barrel of Herring brings $4.50, and the Indians usually get 
"ripped off", (cheated). 

- "Return" table of number of men employed, value of boats, and nets 
at the Indian Reserve (4 miles long) at Sarnia 

- "Return" table of names, type of netting used, length, how it is 
prepared and where it is sold, also number of fish taken by individuals 

Jan. 18, 1868: 

- fish caught (by Americans, Frenchmen and Indians?) at the mouth of 
the Riviere aux Sables, Brewsters Mills, etc., are undersold in fish 
markets in "Cleaveland" and Detroit 

Jan. 18, 1868: 

- "Return" table of the year 1867 

- Pt. Edward and Lake Huron Fisheries up to Kettle Pt. 

- Stag Island to Baby's Pt. on River St. Clair 

- number of men, value of boats, nets 

- also yield of Fishing Stations, types of fish, nos., how prepared, 
how caught, and money yields 

- "Remarks from the other side" 

includes types of fish (White, Pickerel, Herring), 

number of barrels, and money brought in (dated June 18, 1868) 



Jan. 20, 1868: 

- mouth of Thames River is 12 miles below Chatham 
Jan. 20, 1868: 


- "Returns" table of Lake Ontario, 1867, including 
yardage, type and number of fish caught 

- Whitby and the Humber 

names, net i 

- men employed, 
money earned. 

amount of barrels taken of each type of fish, 
summary of all fish taken 

Barrels 

Name of fish 

Amount ($) 

261*5 

Salmon Trout 

2615.00 

35 

Herring 

160.00 

4 

Pike 

20.00 

73 

White Fish 

584.00 

58 

Rough Fish 

350.00 

506 

Total: 937*5 

Sciscos 

2024.00 

$5753.00 


* - "return" table of names, net type and yardage, type and number of 
fish caught between Humber and Burlington Beach in the year ending 
December 31, 1867 

- also boats employed, summary of all fish taken 


Barrels 

Name of fish 

Amount ($) 

119 

Rough fish 

704.00 

248*5 

White fish 

2068.00 

149 

Sciscos 

596.00 

364 

Herrings 

1436.00 

15 

Pickerel 

105.00 

29 

Salmon Trout 

290.00 

Total: 924*5 


$5199.00 



- "return" table (see*) between Grimsby and Queenston 

- also value of boats, nets, machines, summary of all fish taken 
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Total: 


Barrels 

249 
57 
30 
100 
12 
276 

724 


Name of fish 

White fish 
Rough fish 
Sciscos 
Pickerel 
Salmon trout 
Herrings 


Amount ($) 

2026.00 

364.00 

120.00 

690.00 

120.00 

1104.00 

$4424.00 
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"return" table (see*) on Lake Erie between Fort Erie and Long Point 
for the year ending Dec. 31, 1867 

also boats employed, yardage and type of nets used, and summary 
of all fish taken 


V 
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Barrels 

32 

100 

5 

62 

tU 


Name of fish 

Pickerel 
Sturgeon 
Catfish 
Rough fish 

iKifSsh 


Amount ($) 

234.00 

800.00 

40.00 

372.00 

2296:88 


Tnf.nT : 


539 


$4250.00 
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Jan. 24, 1868: 

- adds to the above list 90 barrels of pike and bass which were 
speared in Burlington Bay, $10/barrel, total: $900. 

- "return" table (see * previous page) on Lake Ontario between 
Whitby Harbour and Queenston Niagara River. 

- also, value of boats, yardage and type of netting, spears, and 
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Total: 

Add: 
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2586 

90 bass & pike speared in 
_Burlington Bay 


Total: 2676 


summary of all 

fish taken 


Barrels 

Name of fish 

Amount ($) 

302*5 

Salmon trout 

3025.00 

234 

Rough fish 

1418.00 

cfv 625 

Herring 

2700.00 

570*5 

White fish 

4678.00 

" r 4 

Pike 

20.00 

K 685 

' -,-?A 115 

Sciscos 

2740.00 

Pickerel 

795.00 


$15376.00 

900.00 

$16276.00 


Jan. 25, 1868: 

- there are 35 fishing boxes (huts) on the ice at Burlington Heights 


Feb. 6, 1868: 

- reports on pickerel and coarser fish 

- recommends no close season for pickerel, bass, pike, mullet, suckers, 
sturgeon, catfish, or any of the coarse fish 

- between May 5 and June 1 (close season for pickerel) those pickerel 

who are caught in the seines are "splendid", but have to be thrown back, 
white Americans across Niagara River haul them in and sell them. 

- Niagara is the only place in Kerr's district where pickerel are 
caught in quantities 

- at Fort Erie they are numerous 

- Turkey and Long Pts. they are large and sometimes numerous 

- only in muddy spring waters are pickerel and other rough fish 
found by the Mill Dams in all rivers running into "our Lakes" 

- recommends that close season for pike, bass, and pickerel be abolished 

Feb. 17, 1868: 

- mink skins sell for $4/each 

- muskrat skins sell for 37<?/each 

Feb. 19, 1868: 

- Mill Dams around London (c slides) 

- dam at Cashmier's 

- dam at Kilworth 

- dam at Halls Mills (Village of Byron in Westminster) 

Feb. 21, 1868: 

- between May 1847 and April 1851, the Thames river abounded with 
black bass, pickerel, speckled trout year round 

- in 1868 there were no fish owing to the Mill Dam 

Feb. 21, 1868: 

- reports use of landing nets to catch small fish to use as bait on 
set lines for pickerel in Ft. Erie 

- small bait t>minnows 



- "The river at Fort Erie is literally swarming alive with them, 
and they are dipped out with the landing nets" 

- water near Ft. Erie is too rapid for nets 

Feb. 27, 1868: 

- spearing pike, bass and pickerel terminates Feb. 28 

March 11, 1868: 

- meshes of seine white fish centres should be two (2) inches sq. 
or four (4) inches extension measure 

(this is so the small white fish will be protected) 

- meshes in gill nets used for catching salmon trout should be not 
less than six inches extension measure 

- meshes in gill nets used for catching white fish should be not less 
than five inches extension measure 

March 21, 1868: 

- record of construction costs of a fishway built in the dam at Galt 

March 25, 1868: 

- record of bass and pike caught in Burlington Bay 

March 26, 1868: 

- four (4) gill nets found in Burlington Bay with 14 pike, 4 black bass 
two suckers, seven speckled bass "therein" 

March 28, 1868: 

- record of haul made in Burlington Bay, containing small fish, 
grass, a small perch meshed in net, and a speckled bass 

, - record of finding a net (white fish gill), and seizing three (3) 

1 pike, a black bass, and two (2) speckled bass 

- in two (2) other nets - eleven (11) pike, three (3) black bass, 
two (2) suckers and five (5) speckled bass 

April 4, 1868: 

- gives permission to fishermen to haul for suckers, mullet and 
other rough fish (with gill nets) to catch herring. 

- no name of place, assumed B. Bay 

- stated in letter afterwards that this is done in B. Bay near the 
canal, and on the Beach 

April 10, 1868: 

- received notice that certain persons were threatening to shoot him 

April 27, 1868: 

- statement that the close season for bass, pike, pickerel and 
muskinongewill commenceMay 5, 1868 and end June 1, 1868 

May 7, 1868: 

- record of two (2) pike caught at B. Beach which were consequently 
released 

May 9, 1868: 

- record of a quantity of suckers and mullet caught in a 50 yard seine 
(approx.) at Mt. Healey, on the Grand River 

- also reports of Indians catching pike, bass, pickerel and muskinonge 



May 16 


, 1868: 

- mouth of Big Creek situated at the upper end of Long Pt. Bay, 
near Burrow's Mill, Pt. Rowan 

- report of men spearing pickerel here, who come up Big Creek to spawn 

- a muskinonge, weighing 68 lbs was caught in the general area of 
Long Pt., Lake Erie 

- pickerel caught in the river bay of Long Pt., Lake Erie, with the 
use of Jack-lights 

- speared muskinonge (another) weighed 16 lbs 

- a wagon load of fish were caught in the river bay, and they were 
white fish, pickerel, bass, channel cat 

May 30, 1868: 

- efforts to keep sawdust out of Duffin's Creek complete success. 
Efforts tc^>e continued 

- reports one (1) salmon was caught in Credit River in a small sucker 
net, one caught (also salmon) at the Rouge in a pike net, and two (2) 
were caught the previous season near mouth of Duffin's Creek 

- six (6) salmon and beds were seen previous fall spawning in Duffin's 
Creek, and were left alone 

- report of 200 young white fish being sold in Hamilton Market — 
seized 

- the confiscated fish were given, at the ruling of a Court Magistrate, 
to the children of the "orphan assylum" 

June 13, 1868: 

- states that the previous winter was very hard and unprofitable 
for the area net fishermen. 

S 
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END OF VOLUME III 



Volume 4 


June 3, 1868 - December 11, 1869 


June 3, 1868: 

- letter re the accusation of Kerr of stealing 8 dozen white fish, 
stating his innocence 

June 15, 1868: 

- some of the fishermen in the district (southern Ontario) are fishing 
with "seine" nets 5-8 hundred yards long 

- "My experience tells me that any seine over five hundred yards is 
superfluous. In the first place it is unwieldy. Secondly - it does 
not give the white fish a fair chance. White fish are a very tender shy 
fish, they lack pluck, and rarely, if ever pass over the hauling lines 
and do not ever attempt to pass the next (Seine) as long as it is in 
motion". 

- recommendation for establishment of length of white fish hauling line 
not to exceed 450 yards, and that the net shall remain in the water 
within 5 yards of the shore, for 10 minutes to enable small fish to 
escape. 

- white fish are so tender and delicate that if a portion of their 
scales are only partially removed they die 

- handling them is fatal - even to throw them back into water 

- in accordance with the "Fishery Acts of the Dominion of Canada, 1868, 
Section No. 9 "it is unlawful to fish by means of any kind of seine 
for white fish between the 30th day of May and the 1st day of August 
in the Province of Ontario" 

- old act had extended above time to 30th of June - new act cancels out 

\ - in his entry he is asking for a further extension to the 1st of August 

- the new fishery act also changed net lengths 

- previously nets 1.3/4" square 3V were used. New statistics were not giv 

- in entry asks of commissioner to a) let fishermen finish out season 

with old nets, b) extend the white fish "seining" at Burlington Beach 
and Toronto east season commences late - June first 

Notice to Fishermen: restrictions placed on fishing using either 
gill nets or seines in any part of the water ways inlets or ponds 
of Burlington Bay until further notification. Any such use will 
result in confiscation 

Hamilton - Notice to Fishermen: further restrictions placed on 
fishermen re seines for catching white fish (mesh not less than 
4 inches exterior measure) and gill nets for catching salmon trout 
or white fish (shall have meshes at least 5 inches exterior measure) 

Section 9 of the new fisheries Act made it lawful to fish by means of 
any kind of seine net for whitefish between the 30th of May and the 
1st of August in the Province of Ontario 

June 23, 1868: 

- letter to commissioner re issue of fishing leases 

- on Sunday last at Queen’s Wharf in Toronto, several soldiers were 
seen fishing. Warning from Kerr sent them off 

- letter asks soldiers be informed of laws - presumed to be British soldier; 



June 23, 1868: 

- on Sunday last, 59 men and boys were found fishing with rod, 
hook and line at Toronto Ashbridge Bay and Toronto Island 

- 5 were fined 1 dollar - rest to serve summons 

- known - larger number of people cat fishing - not caught 

June 24, 1868: 

- general restrictions received - limits were now fixed from Toronto 
to Long Point instead of from Whitby to Long Point 

June 22, 1868: 

- received from Ottawa and posted in Burlington Beach region that 
Ottawa finds the fining of parties for killing and having in their 
possession young white fish acceptable as the best possible way to 
cure fishing at improper seasons and at places where protection is 
needed to prevent the destroying of fry 

- further notice from Ottawa to Burlington Beach inhabitants 

- consent to an extension of the time allowed for white fish seining, 
provided nets have mesh not less than 4 inches extension measure 

June 24, 1868: 

- statement to law firm of Messrs. Ward, Durveau and Gray - Toronto Island 

- regulation nets for catching white fish to be attained immediately 
since no more small white fish can be obtained in any way upon extension 
time for seining 

- letter to commissioner re rating of nets used at Niagara River: 

"It has been suggested that by rating the nets used at Niagara 
River, a much larger and more appropriate revenues from the use of 
privileges there might be obtained" 

• "In reply, I have to say that present rate I considered a fair 

one, more especially as it has already met your approval ... let me 
lay the facts before you as they are: 4 seining grounds at Niagara $120 

11 gill net fishermen at $5 each $55 

Total $175 

"Up until Saturday last the white fish gill net fishing was carried 
on in American waters beyond the river" 

"As of yet I have only heard of a few fish being caught in gill nets 
this side of the River" 

"The fishermen are already busily engaged getting up their new nets 
according to our present Fishing Acts" 

"According to sub Sec. 14 of Section 13, the fishermen cannot set out 
their nets from 6 p.m. Saturday evening until 6 a.m. the following 
Monday morning" - "To enforce this at Niagara will eventually kill 
off our own fishermen" 

- recommendations - that Niagara fishermen be given special permission 
to fish during these hours - due to the need to recover from a very 

low period caused by heavy winters 

- "the white fish at most only frequent Niagara in numbers for a few 
weeks at this particular season" 

July 1, 1868: 

- application to let a group of Niafgara Fishermen to fish with 

"herring seines" during off hours of week /„ > - ’ 

July 6, 1868: 

- heard of a "good many salmon" that made appearance in Duffin’s Creek 

- result - six salmon spawn below the Mile Dam and got away without 
being molested or injured 




July 6, 1868: 

- at Burlington Beach heard of a "large quantity" of white fish 
being caught Friday last 

- 30 more whitefish caught by others 

- no herring caught or even fished fo.r because of water too warm 

- received letter from Commissioner Mitchell 

- consent to an extension of the time allowed for white fish seining 
in his division 


July 8, 1868 (Wed.): 

- at Burlington Beach told of white fish caught in herring seine nets 
on Friday and Saturday last 

July 11, 1868: 

- application to rent the Fishery at Port Dalhousie, Ontario 

- going to St. Catharines 

- "Notice to Burlington Beach Fishermen" 

"No alteration of Fishing law to suit locality re extension 
of weekend fishing laws" 

- at Burlington Beach notified "no more fishing will be allowed between 
6 p.m. Saturday night and 6 a.m. Monday morning" 

July 16, 1868: 

- chart of prices and costs for gill nets; and payments 

- most in B. Beach region 

July 17, 1868: 

- application - written for a leases of the Fort Erie Fishery re a leave 
to build a boat and net house on pikes to be driven in the waters of 
the river 

* 

' - cannot build on land - Railway Company - so wishes to build on river 

- application - written for a leasee of the river fishery at the mouth 
of the Niagara River re leave to build a boat house in which to secure 
his boats. The house is to be erected alongside his fish houses on 
the Niagara Beach 


July 18, 1868: 

- an extension of time for white fish seining to the 31st of July 

- since it will be difficult to carry out this order effectively, 

he wishes for seine fishing for herring also be discontinued during 
the month of August 

- he feels if law not passed for no seining of any description during 
August, white fish (small) will be fished 

- caught - in a herring seine - 200 yards long a large quantity of 
small white fish 

July 24, 1868: 

- no apparent fishing carried on at Burlington Beach? 

- application thru Kerr for a fishermen for permission and license to 
fish salmon trout with gill nets not less than seven inches extension 
measure at Frenchman's Bay, Lake Ontario 

- recommendation for the necessity of establishing regulation uniform 
sizes of gill net meshes for catching salmon trout in the Lake Ontario 
District 

- present law states - "gill nets for catching salmon trout and white 
fish shall have meshes at least 5 inches extension measure" 

- 5 inch mesh for salmon trout is too small - recommends seven and eight in 
gill nets for salmon trout so small fish can't be caught 



July 24, 1868: 

- plenty of large trout in Lake Ontario to compensate the fishermen 
for the difference in size and weight 

- feels 2 separate distinct nets should be used for 2 types of fish 

Notice to Fishermen - Burlington Beach - July 27, 1868 entire 

- seining for white fish prohibited by fishery during the/month of August 

- can set hauls for herring with herring seines not exceeding 250 yards 
long, with one end of the same on the shore 

August 10, 1868 

- at Jordan's Lake Ontario 20 mile pond saw several salmon trout 
strewn about the beach 

August 11, 1868 

- while visiting Lake Ontario - between the 20 mile pond in the 
Township of Louth and up to the town line between Saltfleet and the 
Township of Clinton - found several decayed and decaying fish in 
various places - strewn along the beach and shore and some floating 
on the lake 

- fish are eel pout or ling, considered a worthless fish (except for 
oil from liver, used as hog feed) 

- Lake Ontario abounds with eel pout 

- often caught in gill nets with trout and white fish - fishermen 
kill and throw back - waves blow on beach, where odour and decaying 
are a nuisance to resident farmers as well as pollution to our lake 

August 26, 1868 

- seining or nets being used in Burlington Bay and Dundas Marsh has 

i been omitted from the "present Fishing Act" 

August 25, 1868 

- reference to needed protection for eel pout - actually ling 

- ling is a voracious fish of approximately 4 pounds 

- liver of 7 ounces produces 5 oz of pure oil similar in goodness 
and quality to cod liver oil 

- fish has a market at Buffalo and other towns south of Lake Erie 

- fetch 10c a pound when dressed 

- in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick they sell for 25c each 

August 26, 1868: 

- his opinion - feels Burlington Bay or portions of it shouldn't 
be leased since the bay is used to spawn 

- Burlington Bay "at present" abounds with fish of almost every 
description 

- recommendation that spearing for bass, pike and herring through the 
ice in winter be granted with the charge of one dollar to unlicensed 
fishermen 

- gave fishermen at Burlington Beach liberty to extend their haul out 
as herring were not close to the shore 

August 27, 1868: 

- at Ontario Point saw about 10 ling (eel pout) along coast 
man found seining a white fish net under legal size - warned 

August 28, 1868: - page 51 of Volume 4 

- an excellent chart telling a) names of fishermen 




b) resident or_ fishing station location 

c) kind of net fished 

d) amount of rent due 

These fishermen are all licensed for the year 1868 and are 
residents in the Port Whitby, Niagara, Lake Ontario region 


Sept. 7, 1868: 

- no regulations had been set down about the extension measure of 
mesh fishing nets for pickerel. Consequently, fishermen set own 
individual standards according to what nets they had 

- standard price "present time" is $6 per 100 fish or 6 <? each 

- ir. consequence - small mesh of gill nets enable small pickerel 
weighing 2 lbs or less to be taken 

- recommends regulations stating pickerel net must be of the 
standard size 5 inches extension measure. This will insure 
protection of small pickerel until taken by herring seines 

- seven and eight pound pickerel are frequently caught in 
white fish nets 

- pickerel sometimes weigh 12-14 pounds 

- list of "amalgauanated" fish at present in Lake Ontario - 

but not always resident of these waters. Just discovered of late years 

1 st a fish bred between a white fish and a herring 

2nd a fish bred between a white fish and a "Creek Sucker" and 

called a "frost fish", having the bones of a sucker and the mouth 
head and scales of a white fish 

3rd a fish bred between a "sheephead" and "Lake Sucker". 

This amalguanated* fish is called a "Lake shad" found often 
weighing to 4 lbs 

4th a fish bred between a "bass" and a "perch" 

5th a fish bred between a "Creek Sucker" and a "perch" 

6 th then there is a fish called a "haddock" 

7th and in Lake Superior there is an amalguanated fish bred between 
a "Salmon Lake Trout" and a "Speckled trout", called a "Sciscoett" 

(a very delicious fish) 


*? spelling - 
different from 
above 


Sept. 7, 1868: 

- answers to questionnaire 
Rivers in his district: 

Lyons Creek, Duffin's Creek, Rouge River, the Don, the Humber 
and Credit Rivers 

Fish that spawn in these rivers which are tributaries of Lake Ontario 
are: salmon (except Don) go up streams in fall of year usually October 
Suckers, mullets, pike, pickerel and bass spawn up the streams in spring 
At Mimico, Oakville, Bronte and Port Nelson - suckers, mullets, bass 
and pickerel frequent the streams in spring or spawning 
All the creeks are situated on "north shore of Lake Ontario." 

On the south shore of Lake Ontario there is Burlington Bay, Dundas 
Marsh, Desjardines Canal, Dundas and Applegarth's Creeks and Big Creek - 
all of which empty into Bay before passing through Burlington Canal 
into Lake Ontario at Burlington Beach 

- 50, 40, 30, 20 mile Creeks and Ponds 

18, 16, 15 " " " " 

12 mile Creek and pond, Welland Canal 

8 , 7, 6 , 5, 2, 4 mile Creeks and ponds all empty into Lake Ontario 

and are abounding with fish 

several streams abound with fish year round 

- 35 years ago - principal stream on south shore of Lake Ontario - 
(rivers too) - salmon was abundant - spawning in fall of year 



Sept. 7, 1868: 

- all rivers in his Lake Ontario district were alive with fish at 
spawning time - especially salmon - and before the fish entered 
the rivers to deposit their spawn, were found all along the beach 
of Lake Ontario from Port Whitby to the mouth of the Niagara River. 

- reference to a man resident of L. Ontario Beach at Port Credit 
who, with a seine net, caught in one haul over one thousand salmon 
(trout not mentioned). This was repeated by him, frequently at 
the illegal spawning seasons. 

- "The just easterly heavy blow always brought the salmon (trout?) 
to our Lake Ontario coast about the 20th of September and in 
October they would enter creeks to spawn - all the salmon have 
been destroyed in consequence of contradiction of the fishery laws". 

- Since Kerr’s appointment as overseer a few salmon (trout?) have 
remade their appearance in the rivers of Duffin's Creek, Rouge, Humber 
and Credit in the fall of the last two years (66-68) (and last 
spring 2 salmon made their appearance and were illegally captured) 

/ (2 salmon legally caught at Niagara River). Salmon ascended in 

October of 1868 - spawned - no molesting due to enforcement of 
laws by Kerr. 

Sept. 8, 1868: 

- recommendation that spearing through the ice be allowed from 

1st of January to the 31st of March inclusive, and that bass, pike, 
herring and other rough fish can be speared during the above 
mentioned period. 

- chart "Abstract Statement of the foregoing return" 

includes a) Names of fish 
b) No. of Barrels 

\ c) Amount (?) 

- report of 2 boats, crew with fishing boats and several thousand yards 
of white fish, salmon trout and seine nets arrived at Niagara River 
about a month ago. They made 2 sets with their gill nets and then 
went away again. 

- boats were owned by two (2) Coburg men who went to the American 
town of Wilson on the coast of Lake Ontario. 

Sept. 14, 1868: 

- report that young white fish (herring size) caught in small sized 

mesh herring seine are marketable fish called minnows about 2 inches long 

- recommendation that no white fish can be allowed to be taken in 
herring seines at any time. 

Sept. 13, 1868: (Sunday) 

- two men out fishing for pike 

Sept. 17, 1868: 

- An Act to Amend the Fishing Act written by a Richard Martin of Hamilton 

Sept. 22, 1868: 

- reference to a session in Hamilton held for "catching and killing 
etc, etc, several hundred small white fish on the 29th of May last 
in a herring seine in contradiction with the Fisheries Act" 


October 18, 1868: 

- At Burlington Beach report of a boat out at a net on Saturday night 

October 31, 1868: 

- visited Toronto yesterday and found a man on the corner of "Younge" 
and Gould Streets, with a barrel of salmon trout for sale -.upon 
examination found not a single one had been speared. 

October 31, 1868: 

- request for an extension of this white fish season until the 
25th day of November (next) because of prevalent eastern winds 
causing a scarcity of white fish 

October 28, 1868: 

- notification from Toronto of a "flagrant violation of the Fishery Act" 

- being perpetrated by game dealer and others in city - they are 
exposing for sale large quantities of speared fish - namely salmon 
trout but no "lunge" 

November 6, 1868: 

- saw spawn on shore at Dunnville 

November 9, 1868: 

- report of a girl who caught a 20 lb salmon trout in Lyons Creek 

Nov. 11, 1868: 

- gleeful report of a great many salmon (again trout?) spawning in 
Duffin's Creek 

- 50 salmon observed in total 

, - 17 salmon observed at one place 

- this has not happened in Duffin's Creek in 20 year 

Nov. 13, 1868: 

- Kerr buys a pike and 5 white fish from fisherman at Pt. Ryersee 
and Fishers Creek 

Nov. 3, 1868: 

- report of fresh (recently caught) salmon trout on sale in Toronto 
last week - gill net caught - not speared 

Nov. 17, 1868: 

- advise that the following streams running into Lake Ontario should 
be kept free of sawdust and mill rubbish 

1) Lyon's Creek; 2) Duffin's Creek; 3) The Rouge; 4) Hyland; 

5) The Humber; 6) The Credit - the salmon need this protection 

Nov. 15, 1868: 

- At Plains and Burlington Heights - heard "Waterdown" (or Matudown) 
people were going to spear fish (herring) 

Nov. 17, 1868: 

- application for fishways provided in the Mile Dams on the Black Creek 
which runs into Lake Erie at Port Dover 

Nov. 19, 1868: 

- reference to a group of men fishing in Burlington Bay for herring 



Nov. 21, 1868: 

- made arrangements to take up nets in Burlington Bay 
Nov. 22, 1868: 

- at Burlington Bay at night - grappled up a herring net and found it 
contained 450 herring, 4 pike and some perch 

- (very vague) on Monday (assumed previous?) in return for emptying 

herring nets, Kerr gives man 100 herring each (200 herring) 

Nov. 23, 1868: 

- grappled again - found two (2) hundred yards of good net and about 
100 yards of bad net 

- observed 2 men in boat - grappling for nets - Kerr and men went 
after them - "they cut and ran for their lives" 

Nov. 25, 1868: 

- at "Thompson’s Boat House" grappled from there to bay (presumably 
Burlington) - found a floating buoy - evidently a mark for setting 
a herring net 

- report of seizure of a herring gill net, set for herring in 
Burlington Bay 

- the net (found 12 o'clock midnight) contained about 400 herring - 
given away to assistant 

- part of net was good, about 100 yards worthless except the "leads" 
and "corks" 

- believes there are 300 yards of good net which he reeled up and dried 

- came across 2 men in boat - not safe to pursue 

Nov. 27 and 28, 1868: (Friday and Saturday) 

; - at (wwfages) and Burlington Heights - accompanied by a man and his 

son, with torch lights and spear they crept stealthily up close to 
a white boat which contained three (3) men (the boat had two (2) 
pairs of oars.) The fishermen were very daring - Kerr had to fire his 
pistol to keep them from lifting the nets. They managed to take up 
part of a net (which they cut). Kerr got the other part and 2 whole 
pieces separately set. 850 herring in all. 

Nov. 23, 1868: 

- Long Point Company had applied for "leave" to spear fish in the 

waters of the Marsh and Bays at Long Point - preferred fish bass and pike 

- recommended dates - 14th of January to 31st of March 

- spearing of Muskinonge could also be allowed from April 20 to the 
31st of May - with torch light 

- only places where spearing should be allowed is between the Old Cut and 
Big Bluff Point 

- advisable that leave be given to spear bass and pike in Turkey Point 

Marsh from the 1st of January until the 31st of March, through the ice. 
And from the 20th day of April until the 31st day of May in open water 
with torch lights" 

- "From the 1st day of April to the 20th of April should be set apart 

at Turkey Point as a close season for spearing bass, pike, maskinonge, 
in this locality, to be the same as that appointed for the Long Pt. Corapa 

- this spearing should be held from Big Hole Point to St. Williams 
Harbour including the River Bay in front to mid channel Secords Bay 
and Turkey Point Marsh 

- Kerr considers it advisable that Big Creek (situated at the upper end 
of the river bay at Long Point) has the period of time from April 1st 



to April 30th) set aside so that no spearing catching or killing 
of pickerel or any other fish (except by dip or gill nets) be allowed. 
During the past 5 years. Port Royal and Rowan fishermen have been 
spearing pickerel, when they come to spawn during April. 

- also hopes that spearing will be totally abolished in the locality 
situated in the locality between the New Cut, Long Point to as far 
up the Creek as the fish spawn 

- recommends use of gill nets in bay, dip nets in creeks 

- the mouth of Big Creek and 200 yards plus main channel to be kept 
free of nets during April 

Nov. 30, 1868: 

- has become necessary to regulate the size of the mesh in gill nets 
used for catching "sciscos" and blue-blade herring" if their position 
in the market is to be upheld 

- recommends proper size of mesh to be IV square with 2V' extension measure 

- sciscos are becoming of "vast importance to market .*. need protection - 
blue - black herring tool" 

- sciscos sell well and high when smoked but because of lack of regulations - 
fish tend to be small and therefore inferior 

- request, through Kerr of the Long Point Company to lease the waters 

including the Crown Fishery Reserve around Long Point for 21 years, 
page 97 ofVolume 4. 

- near the Desjardins Canal in Burlington Bay around 9 p.m. found 2 (two) 
gill nets and half another net - had been set there 

- seized were about 800 herrings in nets - 50 yards away was a white boat - 

’■ evident 3 persons were fishing these nets - quite daring - cut a net in 

two (2) (halfs) and cleared out 

Nov. 30 & Dec. 1, 1868: 

- at Burlington Heights found a net about 1000 yards in length. This set 
net contained about 300 herring - new net apparently 

Dec. 1, 1868: 

- last night in Burlington Bay near Desjardines Canal, seized another 
herring gill net about 100 yards long - believed to be balance of net 
reported found on Friday night last (Nov. 30) 

- net contained about 300 herring which were divided amongst the crew - 
net dried and "carefully" put away 

- boat out - believed amateur fishermen -* thinks has all their nets 

Dec. 7, 1868: 

- at Burlington Beach - heard of net being set in the bay east of Cook's Whar 

6ec. 29, 1868: 

- seized one fresh salmon and piece of another exhibited for sale by 
"Hilton of Young Street" 

December 30, 1868: 

- seized one fresh salmon and unsold portion of another, exhibited for 
sale at corner of King and"Young" Streets, Toronto 

- "taken from ad "Fresh salmon 60c per lb." 


N.B. John Kerr is 56 years old 



Feb. 6, 


Feb. 20 


Feb. 20 


Chart 1 


chart 


1869: 

- Kerr "laid off six hauling grounds on Burlington Beach, in Burlington 
Bay for spring fishing for rough fish "Total distance was 1500 yards 
(or 250 to each hauling ground)". 

- area situated on south side of Burlington Bay Canal 

- on north side of canal 2 more hauling grounds of same size laid off 

- submits that licensed fishermen be allowed to set out in Burlington 
Bay, herring gill nets up until June 15th at 25c per 100 yards of 
net fished 

- herring and rough fish so numerous in Burlington Bay so feels necessary 
to catch these fish at this season therefore both acceptable for market 
and boon to fishermen 

1869: 

- recommendation for setting of a close season for pickerel from April 1st 
to 20th in the following places: Niagara River, Grand River, Turkey 
Point*, Long Point*, Big Creek 

- also a close season for pike* and maskinonge in the same places with 
the addition of Ashbridges Bay, Toronto Island, Burlington Bay and 
Dundas Marsh 

*Turkey Pt. and Long Pt. are already set apart for pike and 
maskinonge spearing. 

1869: 

- learned and passed on - 12 seine nets being fished in Thames River 
between Chatham and river mouth - where it empties into Lake St. Clair 

- abundance of pickerel are caught and shipped to Detroit 

- report that some "wealthy farmers (residing in township of Niagara near 
the River) are catching sturgeon with set hooks and lines and selling them 

- quantities of speckled trout caught in Quebec and imported are being 
sold in Hamilton" 

N.B. 4 Charts (pattern repeated) for each district. 

:* "From Whitby Harbour to the Humber River,'Lake Ontario, 1868" 

Return of Fishing Stations, (yield, value etc.) within the District 
of the undersigned Fishing Overseer 


includes 


stations (Whitby, Duffin's Creek, Frenchman's Bay, Gates Gully, 
(Scarboro, Leslieville, Toronto Island) 
occupant of station - names 
no. of men employed at station 
licensed or not licensed or leased 
barrels of fish (how many?) 

kind of fish (herring, salmon trout, white fish, pike, 
sciscos, rough fish) 
value in dollars 
fresh or pickled when sold 

where (place) disposed of (Whitby, Duffin's Creek, Frenchman's Bay 

Scarboro, Toronto, etc.) 


remarks by J.W. Kerr 



Chart #2 


"Return Table" of barrels of fish and total amount ($) for 1868 
between Whitby and Humber River. 


Barrels 

Fish Type 

Amount ($) 

221% 

Salmon trout 

2568. 

66 

White fish 

620. 

56 

Herring 

255. 

5 

Pike 

42. 

220 

Sciscos 

2040. 

48 

Rough fish 

300. 

Total: 616% 


5825. 


Chart it 3 


Chart it 4 


- "Return Table" of boats, men employed and yardage of various nets 
used, and costs and amounts for same above region (Whitby to Humber) 

- "Return Table of boats, nets and materials etc. used by fishermen in 
Hamilton Division for year ending etc. 21, 1868. 


s ss as si sb 


Chart itl "Return Table" between Grimsby, Lake Ontario and Queenston 

tify on Niagara River 1868. 

(Vv f\»vr (see *) - contains same pertinent information 



- "Return Table" for above region 

Barrels Fish Type 


amount ($) 


Total: 


158% 

White fish 

1500 

16 

Salmon trout 

187 

88% 

Pickerel 

584 

79% 

Rough fish 

430 

104 

Herring 

520 

15 

Sciscos 

60 

8% 

Sturgeon 

58 

4 

Bass and perch 

32 

474 


3380 


Chart it 3 


Chart it 4 


"Return Table" of boats, men employed and yardage of various nets 
used and costs and amounts for the Grimsby to Queenston region. 

*» 

"Return Table of boats, nets and materials etc. used by fishermen 
in the Niagara Region for year ending Dec. 21, 1868. 


Chart itl 


"Return Chart" (see *) for the Port Rowan, Lake Erie and Lower Ferry, 
Fort Erie, Niagara River, 1868. 

Includes same information. 



Sept. 7, 1868: 

- Burlington Bay "mine of wealth" as a natural breeding place for 
fish. Herring frequent bay in November to spawn in the millions. 

Fish (frost fish, sun, cat, channel cat, pickerel - 3 kinds, 
bass of six different kinds, pike, maskinonge, perch, mullet, 
shiners, suckers, sturgeon, eels, eel pouts (ling) are always 
present in large quantities. 

White fish are always around and salmon trout occasionally 
30 years ago - salmon passed through B. Bay and spawned in Dundas 
and Big Creek - but no longer. 

- hopefully going to bring salmon back! 

| Niagara River was mighty (not any more!) from Tower of Niagara to 
Fort Erie celebrated for salmon trout, white fish, (2 kinds), 
sun fish, bass (6 kinds), eels, eel pout, cat fish (2 kinds) 

Also "cusk" also from New Brunswick - price 50<? per lb - delicious, 
pike, maskinonge, mullet/2 kinds), sturgeon plus varieties of 
almanquanated fish in immense quantities. 

Two small salmon were caught in the mouth of the Niagara River 
in 1868 - 10 lbs each. 

Now - above Niagara Falls to Fort Erie on the "mighty" Niagara River 
is Black Creek and Chippawa Creek — empty into Niagara River. 

Fish spawn in spring annually up those creeks. 

Generally same description of fish found above the Falls (see previous 
page) and at Lake Erie as below the Falls - except for eels and salmon. 
However within past 2 years (1866-1868) eels have descended into 
Lake Erie via Welland Canal. 

All the different kinds of fish above described have been caught in 
Niagara River! below the falls! at Queenston Heights! and all down 
the River to the tower of Niagara!!! NB. At Fort Erie pike are 
\ called pickerel and vice versa. 

On Lake Erie - Welland Canal, Heeder and the Grand River. 

Grand River next in importance to Niagara River. Grand River 
abounds with fish such as pike, pickerel (3 kinds), herring, bass 
(six varieties), cat fish (2 sorts), mullets (3 sorts), the red sided, 
the broad and "Courtman" maskinonge, sun fish, suckers etc. - 
greatest number of fish in Grand R. during spring spawning season - 
present time plentiful supply from Port Maitland to Galt for angling 
purposes - this is because the government erected a fishway in the 
Dam at Dunnville. 

Big Creek at upper end of Long Point Bay 

Splendid pickerel (3 kinds - yellow, blue, sand) ascend to spawn in 
April - come from Lake Erie, pass thru Long Point cut in great quantities. 
"As soon as the fish entered Long Point Bay "near Port Rowan" and this 
Creek, they were slaughtered every year with spears and torch light 
just for appearing - no mercy". 

Grand River - most important with dams but no fishways in any of the 
dams from Mount Heley (Healey?) to Caledonia inclusive." 

"Since dam put in at Dunnville, "angles" at Brantford and Galt don't 
complain any longer of the scarcity of fish in the Grand River (at 
above places) whereas they used to. 

"The fish can at all times ascend the River as far as Mount Heley - 
last spring however the fish got up as far as the town or dam, 
village at York, the dam at Mt. Heley was carried away by the "freshet". 



Chart it2 


"Return Chart" of barrels of fish and amount for above region in 1868. 


Barrels 

Fish type 

Amount ($) 

5 

Salmon trout 

50. 

163*5 

White fish 

1381.50 

68 

Pickerel 

494. 

133 

Herring 

620. 

18 

Sturgeon 

144. 

5 

Mullet 

40. 

4 

Channel cat 

36. 

10 

Mud cat 

100. 

2 

Maskinonge 

20. 

30 

Rough fish 

180. 

_8 

Pike 

65. 

Total: 447 


3130.50 


Chart it 3 - "Return Table" of boats, men employed and yardage of nets used 

in above region 

Chart it 4 - is none I 


Chart it 1 


"Return Chart" see * between the Humber River, Port Credit to the 
50 mile Creek at Grimsby, Fort Erie, Lake Ontario, 1868. 


Chart 

n 

- "Return Chart" 

for above region 




Barrels 

Fish type 

Amount ($) 



56*s 

Sciscos 

502. 

t 


36 

Salmon trout 

432. 



78 

White fish 

798. 



24 

Suckers 

120. 



153*5 

Herring 

762. 



196% 

Pike and bass 

1890. 



34 

Rough fish 

202. 



Total: 578*5 


4706. 

Chart 

it 3 

- "Return Table" 

of men employed, boats 

and yardage of nets 



above region. 




Feb. 22, 1869: 

- report of about 60 men spearing in fish houses (but where?) 
as well as those using nets and seines 

Apr. 11, 1869: 

- seized 3 nets at Toronto Bay - found nets set in Ashbridge Bay 
Apr. 13, 1869: 

- seized 3 nets found set in Burlington Bay - in nets were 1 pike, 

2 speckled bass, 1 catfish 


Apr. 14, 1869: 

- yesterday in Burlington Bay seized 3 pieces of pike gill nets. 

- heard owners of nets had also sent two barrels of pike to his 
brother's fish store in Hamilton market 

- nets are nearly 200 yds long 



April 14, 1869: (Wednesday) 

- last Sunday, while visiting the Don River, Toronto, he seized 
3 pike nets - unauthorized - good nets size? 

- found 3 nets in B. Bay 

Apr. 20, 1869: 

- "Summary of all fish as contained within, some being between Long 
Point and Port Erie Harbour, Lake Erie - year ends 31st of Dec., 1868." 


Barrels 

Type of fish 

Amount ($) 

40 

Suckers 

320. 

38 

Suckers 

193. 

8 

Herring 

48. 

21 

White fish 

210. 

Total: 107 


771. 


Apr. 20, 1869: 

- at 11 p.m. on the 14th of April, seized 3 pieces of pike gill nets found 
set in Burlington Bay. Grappled nets himself with a pike pole. 

Apr. 17, 1869: 

- at Toronto Island - seized at Ashbridge 7 nets 
Apr. 20, 1869: 

- on 17th at 12 midnight at Ashbridges Bay, Lake Ontario, near Toronto - 
seized about 1200 yards of pike gill nets set there 

- guilty - excused with "weather boisterous on Saturday - couldn’t get nets 

Apr. 26, 1869: 

- seized two (2) illegally set pike nets in Burlington Bay 

- one visible - cork by moonlight 

- other net grappled for at bottom 

- both nets about 150 yards long - mediocre quality 

- found in one - 1 pike 

Apr. 23, 1869 (Friday): 

- in Burlington Bay - took up a pike gill net at Harrie's Inlet near 
Jones House 

- about 20 yards long - also found net 100 yards long 
Apr. 26, 1869: 

- request that the Rivers of Duffin's Creek and the Rouge be set apart 

for the "natural propagation" of salmon . 

- many spawn in these rivers and due to dragging with nets many salmon 
fry have been destroyed 

May 4, 1869: 

* - fishermen of Long Point and Lake Erie have been catching and selling 

fish "to wit": bass and pike contrary to the law 

- man from Turkey Point fined for having "a quantity of pickerel" - 
contrary to law 

Apr. 29, 1869: 

- at Port Ryersee - reference to speckled trout being called "Brook" 

- at Turkey Point - found a large quantity of pickerel, fined 2 men 




May 7, 1869: 

- at Burlington Beach 

- saw two hauls being made 

- Kerr bought one white fish 

- seized 11 herring 

May 10, 1869: 

- reference to fine of $15 paid in American money - only worth $10.75 
in Canadian 

- "Common" or General Interests note! only 
May 11, 1869: 

- reference to a salmon (9 lbs) catch (1 salmon) 

- this day he was at Niagara, 4 mile Creek and Grobles and 
Jack Boltons fishing grounds 

- Kerr did not specify where salmon was caught 


May 12, 1869: 

- Kerr brought home a box and a half of 'fish' - herring and 
white fish from Niagara 


May 14, 1869: 

- reference to the "promising and encouraging" appearance of 
white fish, this year at Niagara and Queenston 


May 15, 1869: 

- reference to "strange and ridiculous" proceedings on the part of 

3 men, one a police magistrate, one from Burlington B. and the third 
\ from Hamilton 

- Kerr refers to a paragraph he "cut" from the "Globe" newspaper of 
Toronto - but clipping was not to be found 

- purpose of clipping "to give insight into what this trio would 
endeavour to accomplish" 

- . "That is assume self control ("exclusively") of all the 

Burlington Bay waters and multitudes of fish therein in defiance of 
your regulations" "And why! because I seized on two (2) occasions a 
quantity of white fish gill nets, set "(by above mentioned B.B. man)" 
in Burlington Bay to catch bass etc." 

- these nets seized were (refer to notes 14th and 20th of April last) 
"three and three and one half inches ("mesh") extension measure. 

- reference to "no fish of any description (except it may be perch) 
spawn at this season of the year". This was on the clear gravel 
bottoms of Burlington Beach and Bay. 

- fishermen of city of Hamilton, town of Dundas, Brantford and 
Caledonia caught abundant herring, pike, and suckers 


May 17, 1869: 

- visited g a ult in April - examined fishway in Mill Dam 

- very great loss and damage due to tremendous freshet and rising of 
waters in Grand River 

- but fishermen and way have stood it nobly 

- principal fish that ascend the river at Gault are bass, suckers 
and mullet 

- the damage to fishways this year, and the lack of canal gates, 

gave fish the opportunity of coming up the river to Port Maitland to 
Guelph this spring 




May 18, 1869: 


May 27, 


June 1, 


June 6, 


June 10 


June 12 


June 15 


June 17 


June 23 


June 26 


July 2, 


At Burlington Bay and Beach - grappled but found no nets 


1869: 

- At Beach (Burlington) found 4 men hauling seine nets on unlicensed 
ground in B. Bay - given warning, same men reseen setting nets - 
nothing done 

1869: 

- At Niagara - fishing good, 3 men, boats and nets were seized 
later to be released 


1869: 

- Took names of all men who were fishing on Sunday (thus breaking the 
Sabbath) at Welland Canal 

- half a page of crammed names 

1869: 

- At Burlington B. near Willow Pt. men were hauling a seine net to 
recover the body of a man drowned in a boat accident - all they 
caught were several pike - all returned to "native element" 

1869: 

- more hassles re Sabbath fishing 

- decided the fine was to be 40 dollars per person or 3 months in jailI 

1869: 

- a legal seine was hauled up and willfully and maliciously cut into 
pieces, by unknown person with sharp knife (B. Beach) 

1869: 

- saw a small haul of 7 small white fish, 3 trout and catfish caught 
at B. Beach so Kerr bought the haul for 1 (one) dollar. 

1869: 

- At Burlington Beach - reference to a large catch of 2000+ white fish 
in a herring seine 

- caught these men the next night setting herring seines for whitefish, 
Kerr forbade them to fish in same area of B. Beach again, but let them 
keep nets - because they have large families 

, 1869: 

- fisherman at Burlington Beach station fished and hauled a herring seine, 
in which he caught several hundred small white fish ... 

- at Burlington Beach - fished and hauled by woman (with aid) several 
hundred small and large white fish 

- forbidden to fish ever again - will be charged 

- once again - same night found men fishing on Burlington Beach, using 
a herring seine - caught "a good many" large and small white fish 
stopped his fishing - men allowed to keep net - promised not to fish 


1869: 


$26 worth of fish caught at B. Beach 



Address of Kerr: 428 Mary Street, Hamilton 


July 1, 1869: 

- At Burlington Beach, caught a man hauling for white fish with a 
seine herring net (centre small - 2 inches extension measure) 
fishermen tried to "deceive" Kerr 

- net ordered to be immediately made to meet standards (man poor so 
not taken away) man to be tried and fined 


July 21, 1869: 

- a large quantity of white fish was caught in an illegal herring 
seine at Burlington Beach 

- a call to inspect the trout ponds 

- set up for artificial and natural breeding of trout 

- house has good facilities which include, good water, splendid 
springs, a house, 110 feet long with continually running spring 
water containing 500 trout 

July 26, 1869: 

- seized seine (whitefish) of a man who was fishing for white fish; 
illegally, just after he had received a manual regarding fishing laws 

- no mention of place 

- visited Galt and examined the premises and property of ponds and 
streams, which are for the purpose of breeding speckled or brook 
trout 

- found 1 house already built 110 feet long, by 8 ft^wide with a running 
stream supplied for by a pure crystal -spring - house is so constructed 
so that "no surface water can gain admission from the outside and the 
stream from the spring is covered out by the spring until it enters 

■, the house" "For the whole length of the inside of the house, the 

water is about 2 feet deep and at present contains about 500 trout" 

- Pond No. 1. another house is staked off and when it is completed it 
will be 120 feet by 12 feet, with HjO four (4) feet deep. 

- Pond No. 2. when completed will be 160 feet by 20 feet with ^0 
four (4) to five (5) feet deep 

"The place is well adapted for the purposes for which intended ... a 
multitude of splendid springs gushing from the ground or side hill, 
forming various rivulets, that descent to a Tamarac and Cedar swamp, 
through which runs a stream of pure crystal spring HjO .... The main 
stream runs some distance before it enters the waters of the Grand 
River:. Land purchased for $2000 and is situated on the Banks of 
the Grand River" 

Purpose (review) breeding and raising speckled trout for market etc. 
catching of trout fish has been deferred until the beginning of 
October, when it is known that speckled trout leave the ponds and 
enter the streams 

July 28, 1869: 

- report of catch and sale of a quantity of suckers at Duffins Creek 



July 29, 1869: 

- Notice to Burlington Beach Fishermen 

- seining of white fish prohibited in the waters of Lake Ontario 
during the month of August 

- herring seines are also forbidden during the same period because 
they had so drastically and illegally misused (i.e. catching of 
small white fish) 

"Making square hauls for herring with herring seines, hauling for 
white fish with white fish seines first, and where near the shore 
putting out the herring seine behind it, and thus wantonly and 
illegally catching and killing every fish great and small" 

- computed that near 40,000 small white fish were caught by the 
B. Beach fisherman 

- thereafter, a month’s cessation from all kinds of seining was 
necessary 

- was permissible to catch herring^ white fish and salmon trout with 
gill nets during same period 

- catching of herring and small white fish together in a herring seine, 
and selling them all as herring at 50q per 100 fish was to no longer 
be tolerated 

- herring alone can be caught in September and October when $1 per 100 
fish could readily be obtained 

July 30, 1869 

- 3 nets hauled at B. Beach 

- Kerr received a piece of herring net (?) 

August 11, 1869: 

- reference to suckers being caught in Duffin's Creek 

\ - " to presence of sawdust in Duffin's Creek 

- " to salmon caught at Fields Lake (mouth of Duffin's Creek) 

August 16, 1869: 

- while passing through Duffin's Creek, and through Toronto, heard 
that two (2) men had received by express a box of fresh salmon each 
from a Fraser and Co. of Quebec 

Kerr had 3 men from the township of Pickering summoned. "For allowing 
sawdust and mill rubbish to be drifted or thrown into Duffin's Creek, 
a stream frequented by salmon" 

- fine of $20 each - given time to erect a permanent security against 
such pollution 

- report that at the village of Duffin's Creek, township of Pickering, 
and in the south riding of Ontario, Kerr charged 5 men of the Township 
of Pickering "For fishing by means of nets for the purpose of trade etc. 
in the stream Duffin's Creek .... without a license" 

- fined 50c each 

- above creek is at present swarming with little salmon fry 

- Kerr proceeded once again to the mouth of Duffin's Creek where it enters 
Lake Ontario and found more fishermen hauling in their seines. One had 
a bundle of salmon weighing about 5 lbs 

- fined $20 or 1 month in jail and confiscated the fish - forbidden to 
fish there for duration of season 

- reference to sighting of several large and small salmon in Duffin's Creek 

- several caught in a white fish seine 



August 16, 1869: 

- request for a period set aside for the natural propagation of 
salmon in Lyons Creek (township of Whitby), Duffin's Creek, Petticoat 
Creek, and La Rouge (township of Pickering) in the South Riding of 
Ontario, and the Hyland Creek (township of Scarboro in County York, 
Ontario). 

- reason - a great many salmon spawned in above streams last fall 
August 21, 1869: 

- charge of $5 for catching white fish in an illegal seine net at 
Frenchman's Bay, L. Ontario 

- caught a salmon in Lake Ontario at mouth of Duffin's Creek 

"any day at this season of the year, salmon can be caught in the 
current outside the mouth of Duffin's Creek" 

August 28, 1869: 

- reference to hauling of white fish seine in L. Ontario 

- seining for white fish in L. Ontario and catching "a quantity" 
of same in a herring net 

- re mill dam at Duffin's Creek - how and what arrangements were made 
to prevent further pollution of D. Creek by saw dust 

- owner "boxed up his mill inside from the edge of the water stream 
below, to the bottom of the floor above". This box is so close to 
the saw, the sawdust falls into it and therefore not into the creek. 

It is then wheel barreled into the mill yard 

- re fishing in the Rouge River 

- method - 2 men hold nets in the stream while the other with poles 
entered the river and walked along the rapids and sharps, among the salm 
beds thus driving the fish into the nets 

- acknowledged to have caught in total about $30 worth of suckers, 
and mullet, which they sold 

- re "destroying" of spawning salmon in Rouge River. 5 on salmon bed 
1 day on 2 the next 

- Rouge River varies in depth from five (5) to twenty five (25) - 
salmon spawn at rapids 

- "if a large seine was hauled in Lake Ontario, outside the mouth of 
Duffin's Creek, instead of this small seine of 80 yards, I believe 
salmon would be caught in considerable numbers." "Salmon have not 
been seen there this season in considerable numbers". 

- last fall - 19 fish seen in Duffin's Creek - in the stream below the 
flour mill, which is situated above the Grand Truck Railway Bridge 

- one fish sited was 4 feet long 

- also seen as many as 10 or 12 together (salmon?) 

Sept. 1, 1869: 

- measured all nets at Burlington Beach 
Sept. 6, 1869: 

- Ontario, 50 point - 36 salmon trout between 2 men 

- report of a wagon load of salmon trout in market. 86 fish in total 

were the "most splendid that has been taken in 1 haul with a gill net 
in the same locality (B. Beach) for the last 15 years" 

- the fish averaged 15 lbs each, were caught in a six inch mesh Salmon 

Trout net. Net was only out 1 night, about 5 miles from land opposite 

50 point in the Township of Salt Fleet. The nets were set in winter 
110 feet deep. 



Oct. 16, 1869: 

- counted 8 herring gill nets set in Burlington Beach Canal 
Nov. 2, 1869: 

- request for permission to spear herring in open 1^0 with torch lights 
during Nov. and Dec. 

Nov. 9, 1869: 

- report that salmon "very fine fish indeed" about 150 of them have 
spawned in Duffin's Creek 

- counted 30 salmon beds in D. Creek near G.T. Railway Bridge 

- also saw 2 splendid, "not spawned" - spawned have already 
returned to sea 

Nov. 26, 1869: 

- net found in B. Bay - in box after taken off reel - box missing 
Nov. 29, 1869: 

- grappled in Burlington Bay, (in front of Canal one (1) mile from bay) 
a herring net. Net was of poor quality and about 400 yards long 
recently set in the 60 foot deep water - and only contained 10 herring 

Dec. 11, 1869: 

- visit inspection of "breeding establishment" for speckled or 
brook trout 

- situated west side of Grand River - North Dunfries 

- 16 acres of land, cedar and tamarac swamps, pure, clean springs, 
cost $2000 

- purpose: to breed sp. trout for market 

- very detailed description of establishment 

l 

Return Tables for the Hamilton District between Whitby Harbour 
and Bronte, Lake Ontario for the year 1869 

chart telling location, fishermen, numbers, license, type of nets, 
yardage, number, type of fish, number (of barrels) fish, region of sale 
and comments. 

"Summary of all fish as within, under classified heads, number of 
barrels of each with the gross amount for the year 1869" 

Assessment chart of men employed, nets, yardage and amounts for 1869 


Between Bronte and 6 Mile Creek, L. Ont. 1869 

Between 6 Mile Creek and Queenston Heights, 1869 

page 340 (*) chart page 342 ^ chart page 343 E23 chart 

Hamilton between Black Creek, North River and Port Stanley, L. Erie, 1869 

page 344 El chart, page 345 A chart, page 346 (^ chart, page 350 EZJchai 


(Page 330) 
0 

(Symbol) 
(Page 334) 

A 

(Symbol) 

(Symbol) 
(Page 335) 


completed to page 350 of Volume 4 



Volume 5 - June 9, 1870 - October 19, 1872 


June 9, 1870: 

- record of pond in the township of Blandford, in the county of 
Oxford?, covering 30 acres of ground, and containing several fish. 
These include bass and sunfish. 

- Kerr suggests to Ottawa stocking the pond with white fish, 

salmon and salmon trout 

July 20, 1870: 

- pond previously referred to appears to be nothing but a mudhole, 
and is unfit to breed the fish mentioned 


July 27, 1870: 

- scisco gill net mesh size fixed at lh inches sq. or 2% inches 
extension measure 

- recommends property for the propagation of all fishes (natural 
and artificial) 

- no nets to catch salmon trout and white fish may be set within 
four (4) miles of (Burlington?) the beach or the shore of Lake 
Ontario. 

- record of salmon trout caught and sold ... in the recent season 



Fish caught 

Number Price they brought 

1 . 

Salmon trout 

1471 

$621.68 

2. 

Salmon trout 

650 

292.50 

3. 

Salmon trout 

615 

276.75 

4. 

Salmon trout 

260 

117.00 

5. 

Salmon trout 

550 

261.10 


Total: 

3546 

$1569.03 

- 

the average price is 

44<?/salmon trout 


or 

six (6) miles out in 

Shoal Bay 3600 yds 

of salmon trout 


Sept. 28, 1870: 

- five 

gill net was hauled up, containing 19 salmon trout 


Oct. 1, 1870: 

- $60 worth of salmon trout fished up in 12,000 yards of salmon trout 
gill net between Whitby Harbour and Frenchman's Bay 

- salmon have just started to appear at Lyons, Duffin's, Hiland Creek 
Rouge River 


Oct. 9, 1870: 

- reference to trawling for pike in Canal at Dundas. Successful. 
Oct. 15, 1870: 

- hauled up 400 yds of herring gill nets on L. Ontario 

- several perch and about 200 herring hauled up (nets) on L. Ontario 
opposite "Kerr's North Beach" 

Oct. 24, 1870: 

- seized 800 yds of herring gill net on L. Ontario 

- reference to a report made of white fish being caught in 
herring seine - no lake given 


Nov. 4, 1870: 

- report of at least 1000 herring caught at/in the "Balm of Gleads 
(or Fileads?)", fisherman seen returning from there with them, 
at Burlington Bay. 

Nov. 2, 1870: merchants,(retired, from Detroit), illegally "clean out" the Canard - 
net, etc. all fish 

- mouth of Canard 5 miles nearer to Windsor than to Amherstbergh 
Nov. 12, 1870: 

- report of 4 pike speared in Lyons Creek 

- Lyons Creek set aside for propagation of salmon 

Nov. 8 , 1870: 

- Duffin's Creek - River has 17 beds in it 
Nov. 17, 1870: 

- "heard of salmon beds living in the creek near Railway Br." at Bronte 
Nov. 25, 1870: 

- men were spearing herring 
Dec. 10, 1870: 

- came upon unauthorized men (spearers) who were out spearing, and 
searched two suspicious looking boats at B. Bay near Burlington Heights 

- found three herring gill nets set in the Bay 

- two men who owned the nets fought for them and "got away with a 

. portion of one" 

- spearers got the remainder, about 10 yds (one of the two men) 

- another net owner cut his net, which was full of fish 

- spearers seized about 150 yds of net altogether, and turned it over to Ker: 

- in return Kerr gave them the 300 herring found in the nets 

- two of the spearers were hurt and bruised by stones thrown at them 

by the "netters". Stones were kept in the "netters" boat specifically 
for fighting purposes 

(page 96) "In the Ontario Division of the Hamilton District, between Whitby and 
the village of Bronte" (1870 record) - charts of places (e.g. Whitby 
Harbour, Shoal Pt., Frenchmans Bay, Duffin's Creek, Port Union, etc...) 
names, untitled numbers, possibly nos. of nets owned by named men, 
type of net, no. and type of fish caught, and where they were caught. 

- type of fish caught - rough, herring, pike, salmon trout, white fish, 
pickerel, mullet, eels, "ciscos", frost fish and suckers 

(page 98) "Whitby and Bronte, cont'd." (Year 1870) 

- (see above description of table/chart) 

(page 100) "Lake Ontario division of the Hamilton District between Whitby 
Harbour and Bronte" 

- assessment of men employed, yardage and value of netting (type, also...) 



(page 101) "Lake Ontario division of Hamilton District, between Whitby 

arbour and Bronte. Return and Classification of fish caught" 1870 

- no. of barrels, type of fish, amount of money, remarks 

- rough fish, pike?, mullets, suckers, and eels are classed as coarse fish 


(page 102) 



"In Lake Ontario division of Hamilton District, between 6 Mile Creek 
and Queenston Niagara River" 1870 

Pi aces named, names of fishermen, licenses, yardage, type, no. of nets, 
type, no. and where caught (fish ....) 

"Lake Ontario division of the Hamilton District between Six Mile Creek 
and Queenston" 1870 

assessment of men employed, yardage, type and value of nets, no. and 
value of boats, large reels, barrows, boxes and small reels 
remarks 

"Lake Ontario division of the Hamilton District between 6 Mile Creek 
and Queenston on the Niagara River" 

"Return and Classification of fish caught" 1870 

no. of barrels, type of fish, amount of money, remarks 

Mullet, rough mixed fish and eels are all classed as coarse fish 

"In Lake Ontario division of the Hamilton District between Bronte 
Village and Six Mile Creek" 1870 

station no. and location, name of fishermen, licenses, yardage and 
type of net (no. too ...), type and no. of fish caught, and where 


(page 114) "Lake Ontario division of the Hamilton District, between Bronte and 
Six Mile Creek" 1870 

- men employed, no., type, yardage and value of nets, (boats, spearing 

boats, large reels, barrows, boxes, and set rails included, however only 
the no. and value of each) 


(page 115) "Lake Ontario division of the Hamilton District between Bronte Village 
and the Six Mile Creek - Return and Classification of fish caught" 1870 

- no. of barrels, type and value (market) of fish, and remarks 

- pike, eels, suckers and catfish are classed as coarse fish 


(page 116) "In Lake Erie division of the Hamilton District from Port Talbot, 
eastward to Black Creek" 1870 

- places named, names of fishermen, licenses, yardage, type and no. of 
nets, type, no. and location caught (of fish) 

(page 118) "ditto title)" from Pt. Talbot eastwards to Fort Erie" 

(see description of table/chart on page 116) 


(page 122) "Lake Erie division of Hamilton District, from Port Talbot eastwards 
to Fort Erie" 1870 

- men employed, no., type, yardage and value of nets 

- no. and value of boats, large and small reels, and barrows 

(page 123) "Lake Erie division of the Hamilton District from Port Talbot 

eastwards to Fort Erie - Return 'and Classification of fish caught" 1870 

- no. of barrels, type and market value of fish, remarks 



Jan. 7, 187(8: 

- Salmon - appeared in the streams in the first division on Lake 
Ontario (Lyons, Duffin's, Hyland, 12 mile Creeks, the Rouge and 
Credit Rivers) the previous fall, and spawned 

- calls it "the reappearance and increase of salmon" mainly because 
of the appointed guardians, who keep the water pure, free from 
sawdust, and prevent fishing off season 

- 17 beds observed the previous fall in Duffin's Creek 

- Salmon trout - the "take" of these fish at Whitby, Frenchman's Bay, 
Toronto and Port Credit in Lake Ontario, in 1870, was good in both quant 
and quality 

- White fish - "take" was not up to expectations because of high water 
and adverse winds on Lake Ontario 

- Ciscos and herring - this fishing is becoming profitable. "The fish 
is always delicious" 

- writes about exhausting Lake Ontario of its fish 

- Boat licenses (review) 

- Fishermen and Dealers (review) 

- Speckled trout - Galt - At the Galt Speckled Trout Breeding Establishmen 
on the previous Dec. 30, Kerr found 16 boxes in the hatching trough, 
each box contained eggs (2000); total 32,000 eggs 

- at this late stage of the season, some of the parent fish were just 
finished spawning 

- there are about 3000 young fish in the nursery as a result of last 
year's hatchery - they are growing fast 

Jan. 11, 1871: 

- writes of placing a poun net in the New Cut abreast of Pt. Rowan 
in the County of Norfolk. 

t - the cut is "a great thoroughfare for fish of various kinds, passing 

continually unmolested into and out of Lake Erie to Long Point bay, 
on the west end" 

Jan. 14, 1871: On Frenchman's Bay, Lake Ontario 

- Sept. l-0ct. 30 salmon trout are not wholesome for eating as they 
are full of spawn 

- about Sept. 1 each year, salmon trout leave deep water to roam about 
the reefs for a couple of weeks before they spawn 

- begin to spawn about 15th of Sept. 

- after spawning the trout return to deep water and feed on ciscos 
and herring 

- early in the season fishermen catch them at about 12-15 miles from 
shore, and gradually move in as the trout move to the reefs closer 
to shore. Fishermen come in to about 5 miles from shore, and stay 
there until the end of May 

- Then in July, the men fish again in deep water 

- gill nets for catching salmon trout should never be less than 
"6Jg miles" extension measure (miles should be inches!) 

- Kerr recommends that instead of fishing salmon trout when they are 
"unfit for food", the fishermen should fish blue-back herring and 
ciscos, as they are terrific in number 

- Blue-back herring is always in season 



Jan. 19, 1871: 

- got some "smoaked" ciscos (at the Bay?) 

Mar. 5, 1871: 

4 herrings speared on Burlington Bay 

Mar. 13, 1871: 

- application made to Kerr for fishways on Big Creek Mill Dams. 

The water empties into L. Erie 

- For 8 Dams prevent fish from ascending 

- sawdust and mill rubbish does fish harm 

- Big Creek is the best creek for large pickerel in the Province of Ontari 

- a single man has been known to spear as many as 1500 fish 

Mar. 20, 1871: 

- previous Thursday (16th) Kerr seized a pike net with six gilled pike 

- speckled trout off season - Sept. 30-May 1. 

Mar. 27, 1871: 

- previous fall Hyland Creek was set aside for "the natural 
propagation of salmon" 

(p. 169) - Chart - names of licensees, locality of fishing stations, amount of 
license fees, paid, and to whom. Years 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870. 

Apr. 10, 1871: 

- 20 pikes hauled up by net in Burlington Bay 

Apr. 9, 1871 

, - seized 600 yds of pike net, 800 yds of white fish gill net on 

Burlington Bay, containing three pike and a few speckled trout 

Apr. 11, 1871: 

- received summons for men to appear as witnesses to prosecute a man - 
the owner of an oil refinery - for allowing "chemical and other 
deleterious stuff" to go into the water of Burlington Bay 

Apr. 13, 1871: 

- personal visit to Williams’ oil refinery, where he found "a quantity 
of the black vitriol stuff" running from the drain into the Bay, 
quickly diluted in the water, and spread across the surface from 
one side of the inlet to the other 

- pipe carrying fluid to drain led from the carbon oil"coy" 

- Kerr tok a sample 

Apr. 11, 1871: 

- Burlington Bay - seized (grappled) for a 200 yd long pike net, 
containing 20 choice pike 

Apr. 17, 1871: 

- stated that on the 13th of this month M. Williams of the Legislative 
Assembly was prosecuted in court for allowing chemical substances, 

or drugs, poisonous matter (liquid) and deleterious substances to pass 
into Lauds? Lands? Inlet. Several fish (white, pickerel, bass, pike, 
herring) frequent the area 

- witnesses testified that both bass and pike caught in Bay waters 
tasted of coal oil, and could not be eaten 

- as much as 360 gallons of vitriol, or sulphuric acid and other 
chemicals used weekly, which all pass into the carbon oil Coy. house 


Apr. 17, 1871 contd... 


and into the Bay. 

- records seeing a 60 yard black streak all the way across the inlet, 
at some places 2-3 yds wide, - sulphuric acid (vitriol) 

- fish caught three (3) miles away were greatly affected 

Apr. 26, 1871: 

- found more than 60 bass and pickerel at either Paris, Siracoe, 
Vittoria or Turkey Pt. 

Apr. 27, 1871: 

- Long Pt. - seized 36 pickerel 


May 4, 1871: 

- four pickerel seized at Long Pt. Lake Erie 

- 36 pickerel (recap. Apr. 27, 1871) 


May 6, 1871: 

- within 3 weeks, one man with a single dip net caught 500 pickerel 
weighing about 10 lbs each (no place named specifically) 


May 9, 1871: 

- seized 5 trap nets containing $1 worth of mud cats on the River 
between Dunville and Pt. Maitland 


May 6, 1871: 

- "crude oil I believe will not kill fish, but the refuse after 
purifying the crude oil is destructive and injurious to fish, 
impregnating fish both with odour and taste of chemicals used 
in operation" 

May 12, 1871: 

- description of trap nets 

- trap nets catch bullheads, mud cats or catfish which, skinned, 
sell for 7 cents/lb at Buffalo Market 


May 28, 1871: 

- Land's Inlet - found small boy with a perch, and 2 men with 
9 catfish. Warned them. 


June 12, 1871: 

- deposited 6,000 month old salmon fry into the Credit River at 
Springfield 


June 14, 1871: 

- spawning habits, in detail, of Bass, Pike, 
(4 pages long) 


July 3, 1871: 

- quantity of white fish caught in B. Bay 


Pickerel and Maskinonge 


July 10, 1871: 

- reports of Dams on Big Creek. See March 13, 1871. 

- Abundance of speckled trout in Big Creek has decreased as the result 
of the saw mills' pollution 

- suckers are the only abundancies of fish which ascend Big Creek 



July 10, 1871: contd... 

four large "waggon" loads of fish (sturgeon, suckers, pike, bass, 
catfish, other coarse fish) caught with one seine at either Turkey 
or Long Point. This amounts to 21*5 bushel baskets full, selling 
at $1/Ib.basket 

July 14, 1871: 

- the fishway at Galt (Mill Dam on the Grand River) was damaged 
by logs, and is useless now 

- leached ashes on the banks of Grand River (from soap factory) get 
attention - strictly verbal 


Aug. 9, 1871: d 

- complaint made to Kerr at Queenston and Niagara "of black Dave (D ) 
Derror putting fish guts in the River" 


(end reading page 268... August 15, 1871) 



Book No. 5 (contd...) commencing on page 262. 


August 9, 1871: 

- report of "putting fish guts in the River", a prosecutable offense ... 
in at Queenston? Niagara? 


August 7, 1871: 

- letter addressed to one Richard Blane, Esq. referring to the failure of 
a fishway on the Grand River at Galt: (Mill Dam contains this fishway). 
J.W. supposes it was "one of the heavy spring freshets, which the Grand 
River is subject to" that destroyed the fishway to a useless state. 

- reference to report made by one James Young, MPP, to the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries with respect to fishways on the dams of Grand River. 
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August 15, 1871: 

- Seine hauling ground in Lake Ontario at Four Mile Creek, Niagara Township, 
Lincoln County..always been an excellent hauling ground until present 
year. Kerr suggests all white fish had "passed there" before fishermen 
commenced fishing (there) the preceding spring. (The annual feed, due 
to the mild spring weather so early in the year were swept far down the 
Niagara River and into the Lake with the strong current). 

white fish "were taken" five weeks earlier in 1871 than ever before. 


Vj 


(Peel 

County) 


spring feed of white fish: "a kind of a shrimp shaped insect, brought to 
life by the influence of weather upon the water"... are found near the 
lakeshore and mouth of the Niagara River and are the reason the white fish 
come so close to shore in spring and early summer. 

reference to fishing license issued to one^Wm. Hamlett of Buckholm, 

Raleigh township, Kent County" for leave to fish in Lake Erie in front 
of the Sand Bar, situated west of the pier, at the Pond End Harbour", 
the haul is made on to sand bar out of said lake. 

August 14, 1871: 

- letter from one Edward Osier, Esq.; Barrister at Law; of Fergus, Ont., 
(reporting his findings of a bait net supposedly used in Caledon Lakes 
(for frequent hauls. Also reports his concern for "the stream" with 
(respect to the sawdust thrown into it as it runs out of the lakes at 
(Alton (4 miles from Orangeville). Other mills (2) at Douglas, also on 
(Grand River about 8 miles above Fergus, dump all their dawdust into the 
(River. Previously Kerr has posted notices around that area referring to 
(pollution. Apparently the sawdust is destroying the fish. 

August 25, 1871: 

reference to white fish gill nets in Lake Ontario at Shoal Point. 


- recommendation by Kerr to have a fish pass built in the Mill Dam at 

(in) Hiland Creek, Scarborough, addressed to Ottawa. A fishway is necessary 
for the salmon fry, put above the dam that year (1871), who will need it to 
descend to stream the following year, and for the increasing number of 
parent fish, coming to spawn, to ascend the stream. 


August 28, 1871: 

- letter from Kerr to two fishermen in (at) Whitby Harbour, accusing 
them of leaving their gill nets in Lake Ontario "on the usual fishing 
ground", consequently injuring the fishway. The nets were left with 
"decayed and decaying" fish in them, subjecting the owners of said 
nets to a fine. 

reference to a fisherman's gill net not being the full 5" extension 
measure (I assume is required for white fish gill netting). 

(- quite the philosopher here .there is only two sides to anything - 
the right and the wrong sides. We must all do what's right, and never 
what's wrong". Comic relief? 

- little or no net fishing of any kind, other than in spring, in Toronto 
Bar, for pike and suckers. 

- three (3) places in Kerr's immediate locality where white fish seining 
is carried on .. "Very?", at the outlet near the Lighthouse (both on the 
Island), and in the Lake near the Humber (beyond Garrison Common, near 
Humber River). 

- remarks on demand for as much as fifty (50) times as many fish from 
Toronto Bay to accommodate this consumption, Kerr plans to "layoff" 
a few more hauling grounds between the Lighthouse and the outlet. 

- anglers, line and rod, and spoon fishermen may fish in places on the 
Lake where nets are prohibited. ... no nets of any kind will be an 
interruption to their harmless perch fishing amusements". 

- letter from Kerr to Ottawa stating the seriousness of the "gross 
carelessness" of fishermen - specifically: one Frenchmans' Bay man 
who left his salmon trout gill net out for several weeks, consequently 
losing it totally, injuring the fishway and killing fish to leave them 
merely decayed or decaying. 

- valuable salmon trout fishway in Frenchman's Bay ... the last (previous) 
take yielded upwards of 80 salmon trout (in gill net). 

August 29, 1871: 

- caught about sixteen (16) dozen trout on Shaw's Lake. 

September 1, 1871: 

recommendation by Kerr to Ottawa to have a fishway built on the Mill dam 
on west branch of Credit River. 

Shaw's Lake, 4th Concession and 3rd township line in Caledon, Peel County, 
is a number of smaller lakes fed by small springs, streams (creeks) running 
into them from "cedas" "cedar?" and other swamps, and is swarming with 
speckled trout of two kinds. One has beautiful salmon coloured flesh, 
and the other has pale or pink toned flesh - both are delicious to eat. 

Kerr personally caught about sixteen (16) dozen of said fish in 3 hours, 
angling with minnows and flys, assisted by a local man. 

remarks on how valuable trout streams, ponds and small inland lakes are, 
and how there is a need to protect them. 

twenty (20) mill owners were served with notices to keep sawdust and mill 
rubbish out of these waters. 


Mill Ponds 
also full — 
of fish! 


the lakes are all deep and interspersed with sand and gravel bars. 



September 9, 1871: 

report of a fisherman on the island fishing a herring centre for 

white fish, also another man fishing a small herring seine for white fish. 

September 14, 1871: 

- white fish gill nets: regular five (5) inches (mesh) extension measure. 

Kerr seized gill net measuring 4.3/4" extension measure and 400 yards long. 

- reference to Salmon Trout gill nets being seven (7) to eight (8) inches 
(mesh) extension measure. 

September 23, 1871: 

- reference to "no fishing on Sunday!" 

September 19, 1871: 

- request by one George A. Lacey of Hopedale, Hillsboro P.O., Wellington 
County, to Kerr for a permit (necessary) to set up a fish breeding 
establishment (taking trout in the closed season to stock it). 

- Kerr then applies to Ottawa, stating that altho Lacey makes no reference 
to it, he has been breeding speckled trout for some time and has, in his 
establishment, several thousand to date. 

- Lacey has been known to catch speckled trout in the close season in 
Shaw's Lake on spawning leads. 

October 2, 1871: 

- permission granted to fish with white fish gill nets at Port Union; 
where there is good fishing. 

October 11, 1871: 

- Kerr promptly appoints a Pickering man to "protect" the Rouge River re 
salmon spawning there in autumn. 

October 13, 1871: 

- reference made to three (3) Salmon caught with hook and line, at 
Springfield the previous spring. One of the fish, weighing 3 % lbs., was 
sold to a tavern keeper there. 

October 16, 1871: 

- Credit River has been set aside "for the natural and artificial propagation 
of salmon" since Oct. 26, 1870. 

- remarks that if prosecutors of the above regulation do their job, there'll 
be an abundance of salmon in said River in a few years. 

- the Credit was once known for its spring and summer salmon; ran out, 
and had to be restocked. 

October 20, 1871: 

- application for fishway to be built in Lake Erie. 

- report of destroyed fishing ground (Rond Eau?). A contractor dredged out 
the Harbour and dumped the stuff dredged up into somebody's fishing lot. 

The owner was obliged to move up the lake. 

- report of a $600 pound net used in Lake Erie, yielding an abundance of fish. 



October 23, 1871: 

reference made to "getting out salmon eggs" at Duffins' Creek. 

November 8, 1871: 

- "report white fish take is very good" at Port Dover. 

November 13, 1871: 

- Kerr inspected fishway put in the dam of Grand River at Dunville, 
found it too short. 

- water level very low at Dunville. 

November 21, 1871: 

- Pays plat bay, Lake Superior - fishery there is under the license of the 
Hudsons' Bay Co. 

- referring to his visit to the fisheries at Niagara the previous day, 

Kerr says: 

| "It appears white fish caught during the past week in the 

* Niagara River to the amount of 1,000 lbs. weight upon being (dressed?) 
was found to contain but one female fish ready to spawn although 
several hundred of the fish were female fish, still the pea or spawn 
was not larger nor thicker than a straw - while the male fish were 
found in a like position". (351). 

This backs up the theory that white fish visit the Niagara 
River to feed and not to spawn. It is Kerr's observation that the 
white fish found at that time had already spawned several weeks ago. 

- the fish examined 'kere all very fat and in splendid condition". 

November 22, 1871: 

- Kerr visited Bronte to get white fish spawn. 

November 25, 1071: 

- J.W. took bottle of white fish spawn with him to Galt. 

- trout not prospering in fish breeding establishment there (in 1871). 

November 29, 1871: 

- Kerr visited Bronte, again, to get white fish spawn. 

December 2, 1871: 

- Kerr reports savage attacks made on Salmon, near the railway bridge 
over the river of Duffins' Creek, by three male employees of the Railway 
Co. Five Salmon were "beaten to death" with sticks on the 26th of the 
previous October. 

(- the offenders were punished). 

December 4, 1871: 

- report of a large (approx. 20 lbs.) female salmon, full of fresh, light 
spawn, was found dead in a wood drift in Hiland Creek. 

- there are three Salmon beds in the creek. 

Page 372-375: 

- Annual Report — "In Lake Ontario, between Whitby Harbour and Bronte 
for the year 1871 ..." 

- includes location, names of fishermen, yardage type and (no.) of nets used, 
type of fish caught, money earned through marketing fish, how sold and where. 



Page 376: 

- "men employed net fishing 1871" 

- total type and yardage of net used in Hamilton district 1871. 

Page 377: 

- Summary of all the different kinds of fish taken between Whitby Harbour 
etc., etc. in 1871. 
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Pages 378-9 

- Annual Report - "Between Black Creek, Niagara River and Pt. Ryerse(e), 
in Lake Erie, for year 1871". 

Page 380: 

- total, type, yardage and value of nets used between Black Creek and 
Pt. Ryersee, 1871. 

Page 381: 

- Summary of all the different kinds of fish caught in division between 
Black Creek etc., etc. in 1871. 



Pages 382-3: 

- Annual Report - "Between Pt. Dalhousie and Queenston Heights, for year 1871 

- includes same specifics as previous reports. 

Page 384: 

- total type, yardage and value of nets used between Pt. Dalhousie and 
Queenston Heights, 1871. 

Page 385: 

- Summary of all the different kinds of fish caught in division between 
Pt. Dalhousie etc., etc. in 1871. 

(Thus three of the five division returns Kerr is obliged to compile 
for Ottawa). 
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Pages 388-391: 

Annual Report - 
/ for year 1871". 


"In Lake Ontario, 


between Bronte and Pt. 


Dalhousie, 


- includes same specifics as previous annual reports. 

Page 392: 

- total type, yardage and value of nets used between Bronte and Pt. 
Dalhousie, 1871. 


- everything found on fishing site - boats to spearing, houses, value. 

Page 393: 

- Summary of all the different kinds of fish caught between Bronte etc., etc. 
in 1871. 


Pages 394-7: 

- Annual Report - "In Lake Erie, between Pt. Ryersee and Pt. Talbot, 
for year 1871". 

- includes same specifics as previous annual reports. 

Page 398: 

- total type, yardage and value of nets used between Pt. Ryersee and 
Pt. Talbot, 1871. 

- value of everything found on fishing site 
Page 399: 

- Summary of all the different kinds of fish caught between Pt. Ryersee 
etc., etc. 1871. 




January 19, 1872: 

- Statement of fish caught and value (in barrels) by one B.F.C. Howard 
(presume in 1871). 

January 16, 1872: 

- Statement of fish caught and value (in barrels) by one George Higgs, 
fishing on the lakeshore in fall, 1871. 

January 25, 1872: 

- fish usually speared in Lake St. Clair are pike, pickerel, bass and muskie. 
February 12, 1872: 

- fishermen request permission to fish pike gill nets in the Marshes of 

Lyons and Lynds' Creek, Whitby township, Duffin Creek, township of Pickering. 

Kerr asks Ottawa for this favour so that in "killing off the pike" for a 
month or so in the spring the salmon can have a "free scope". 

February 12, 1872: 

- see previous report of same date (above) also with reference to Burlington 
Bay. The salmon are expected to descend Big Creek and don't stand much of a 
chance with all the pike and suckers in the lake. 

March 2, 1872: 

- Kerr reports recovering pike gill nets in Burlington Bay. 

February 29, 1872: 

- reference m^de to white fish, taken from a pond somewhere below Sandwich, 
Ontario,/Ho Davis of Detroit for $17.50 (hundred) fish. 

fishermen spearing at Stoney Pt. (16 boxes on the ice). 

April 19, 1872: 

- seized four pike nets at Toronto, Frenchmans' Bay or Port Union. 

April 13, 1872: 

- Kerr recommends Ottawa to put a close time on bass and mus&nonge fishing in 
Lake St. Clair. (Mar. 10 - June 20) for the purpose of protecting "those 
valuable fish in this region". 

- Thames River: good pickerel fishing is carried on early in the season. 

Kerr recommends close season for them tool But not too extensive as the 
Thames River is large enough for the pickerel to spawn in areas where 
fishing is prohibited. 

April 27, 1872: 

- eel speared in the Humber Marshes. 

- a Seine, hauled in from the twenty mile pond in the township of Louth, 
yielded about 300 lbs. of bass, pike and sunfish. 

- three gill nets and one trap net found in fifteen and sixteen mile creek 
contained some speckled bass (it was close season). 

April 30, 1872: 

close season for bass and pickerel. 

May 4, 1872: 

- report of nine barrels of fish, mostly pickerel caught at Pt. Frank 
(mouth of the Sable Lake Station) found in London, Ont. 

May 3, 1872: 

- "Double Headed pound" net used in Lake Erie. 

May 20, 1872: 

- reference made to previous year re "Seine hauling at Niagara was very slim". 
J .,p This year (1872) it's better - fair/good catch of large herrings (which are 
-'O' all good for bringing in money). 



May 20, 1872: 

- ice coming down river prevent herring from swimming up . *. herring 
plentiful at two and four mile fisheries. 

ice driven white fish off usual gill net ground in U.S. waters into 
Canadian waters. 

- (white fish caught are good class of fish 

- (herring average almost a pound each 

- fusing 3" mesh seine centres to catch them. 

- white fish frequent Lake Ontario at mouth of Niagara River at this time 
(and in fall) to feed on insects (see Aug. 15, 18711) - their favourite 
food, of which there are very many. 

May 24, 1872: 

- recommendation for the open season for seine hauling of white fish to be 
extended by Kerr to Ottawa to benefit the fisherman (as the whitefish come 
around looking for the insects between the 1st of June and the 1st of 
August - close season). 

- winter has been hard on the hauls. 

May 30, 1872: 

- 60 acres of water in each of 15 and 16 mile ponds. 

- reference to locations with respect to Lake Ontario. 

- Kerr wants to get salmon back in those ponds. 

June 3, 1872: 

the salmon have returned to the Credit River. 

- flats of the river are covered with sawdust that come down with 
freshet when ice broke. 

- list of nine (9) creeks to be stocked with salmon from the Government 
Fish Breeding Establishment at Newcastle, Ont., effective immediately. 

(page 993 - end). 

June 21, 1872: 

- report of white fish caught in herring seine at Burlington beach. 

June 24, 1872: 

- reference made to the Game Club of St. Catharines, the members of which 
want to stock the streams "above the ponds" in their area. To repay 
(themselves) for this effort they want to be able to fish there unrestricted. 

- Kerr says he'll need 200,000 Salmon fry to restock the 'Rivers' in 
every division in Lake Ontario. 

June 26, 1872: 

- seining for white fish extended, with permission from Ottawa, to the 
15th of July of the immediate year (close season July 15 - August 1). 

July 5/6, 1872: 

- record of haul, made in Burlington bay, of two bushel baskets full of 
herring and small white fish, caught with a herring seine. 
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July 15, 1872: 

- Kerr requests permission to go to Credit River, Caledon township, 

Peel County, for two weeks to try and prosecute sawmill owners, who 

"still persist in allowing sawdust to be drifted, and 
thrown into the head and main waters of the same". 

- Credit frequented by choice fish. 

July 19, 1872: 

- fishermen allowed to catch Herring by set hauls between sunrise and 
7 p.m., to make up for the white fish close season. 

July 23, 1872: 

- Kerr finds coal oil seeping into Dundas Creek from Goderell and Leo's 
Oil Refinery. 

- Albert Fox of Dundas has been allowing lime to flow into the Creek, 
from his glue factory. 

- Kerr warned them both. 

August 2, 1872: 

- court case (recording) of saw mill owner of Erin village who persisted 
in polluting 

August 6, 1872: 

- another court case of sawmill owner - he was fined $20 or 30 days in jail. 

- of 20 sawmill owners only 3 have beenjsummoned; the remainder are 
"doing their best" to keep sawdust out of the river (Erin village) 

- burning sawdust instead - had to raise price of lumber to account 
(compensate) for the extra hired hand (to burn). 

August 9, 1872: 

- In townships of Toronto, especially Caledon and Chinquacousy? the ponds 

and lakes have been visited by Americans who fish for large quantities during 
May, August and September, and ship the fish home via express 
(without license). 

October 2, 1872: 

- pike (about 5 lbs) was found in a box trap set in Credit River by 
rapids (near the Indian Village). 

- description of a dam and fishway, in detail. 

October 7, 1872: 

- concerned citizen writes to Kerr about pollution. 

October 14, 1872: 

- white fish caught in Detroit River at Sandwich are being sold at a fish 
market (in Sandwich) bruised, discoloured and blood stains on flesh. 

Kerr infers "beatings" occurred while fish were alive. 

- Government requests Kerr to send them specimens of fish preserved in alcohol. 

- Lake Erie white fish differ from Lake Ontario white fish. 

frost fish - cross between white fish and some other kind, caught in 
Detroit River. 


End of Volume 5 





Book No. 6. 


(referring to 
shell fish) • 


Note: pasted to the first 3 pages, just inside the front cover, are 

newspaper clippings of the following titles: "Pisciculture in the 
States", "The Propagation of Fish", "The Fecundity of Fish", 

"Herring Fishing in Loch Long", "Professor Agassiz on Fish Culture", 

"The Propagation of Fish" (the previous of the same title was a letter 
to the editor of the Hamilton Spectator), "Will salmon survive without 
ever visiting the sea". "Fish Culture" (to the editor of the Canadian 
Fanner), "Notes and Comments" (referring to some fish resembling the 
salt water shad frequenting Lake Ontario recently), "The Tay District 
Review Board "Perth - Roup of Salmon Fishings" and "Illegal Fishing" 

"Salmon Breeding Establishment" (a description of the Government Hatchery 
at Newcastle) (also reference to Kerr), "A New Fish" (further reference 
to the shad-like swimmer), and finally a pair of poems entitled 
"Lord Lovell and his Velocipede (a new version)" and "Faithless". 

October 24, 1872: 

- many speckled trout caught and killed in the past 10 days around Hamilton. 

- "I examined some of the streams, feeders to Credit River, where I saw a 
large quantity of trout playing on the spawning beds". 

in present season salmon are usually caught on the beds with grapnel 
hooks or spears. 

fish breeding establishment near Erin Village (run by Mr. Hull). 

November 18, 1872: 

- reference made to Government’s request for white fish specimens from 
Kerr's district (Lakes Erie and Ontario) and any remarks of Kerr's 
pertaining to their habits and varieties ... 

- Kerr sends them four (male and female) white fish (large) obtained 
from L. Erie, near Pt. Dover. 

- also four (male and female) smaller white fish obtained from L. Ontario, 
near Wynona. 

- during fall and winter white fish feed on small shell fish 

- during spring and summer feed on shrimp-like insect "and these self same 

— 7 > kind of small shell fish", and nothing else to Kerr's knowledge. 

- white fish spawn on reefs and rocks in November (in Lakes Erie and Ontario) 
Eggs drop into crevices and are thus protected from suckers. Mullet, 
Sturgeon and other egg hungry fishes. 

L. Ontario specimens finer and superior fish: delicious flavour and 
in whiteness, richness of flesh. No known reason (the feed for white fish 
in both Lakes identical). Also difference in shape of two ... L. Ontario 
fish rounder and broader on back, L. Erie fish flatter and sharper. 

- sent specimen to Washington . 

November 25, 1872: 

- request from one Wellington Hull, of Erin Village, to use his property for 
propagation of speckled trout. 

- description of property and the quantity of fish each pond contains. 



November 22, 1872: 

- Trout net (mesh) extension measure 6^ inches. 

- Hyland Creek and Rouge River report no salmon (in either). 

November 30, 1872: 

- reference to specimens sent to Washington were specifically sent to 

one Prof. Spenser F. Baird, U.S. Fishery Commissioner, Washington, D.C. 

Page 27: 

- total no. of men employed between Whitby Harbour and Bronte, total no. 
of nets, their value, and an evaluation of other equipment, 1872. 

Page 28: 

- summary of all different kinds of fish taken between Whitby Harbour and 
Bronte, for 1872 (Salmon Trout, Pike, White fish. Herring, Rough Fish, 

Eels, Frost Fish, Suckers, Ciscos). 

Page 29-32: 

- record "shewing return of fishing stations, yield, value, etc." between 
Whitby Harbour, etc., etc., 1872 (same specifics as previous annual reports). 

Page 33: 

- total no. of men employed between Bronte and Pt. Dalhousie, total no. of 
nets, their value, and an evaluation of other equipment, 1872. 

Page 34: 

- Summary of all different kinds of fish taken between Bronte and Pt. Dalhousie, 
for 1872 (Pickerel, Rough Fish, Bass, Salmon trout. Herring, Ciscos, 

Pike, White fish). 

Pages 35-38: 

- Annual "return of fishing stations, yield, value, etc." between Bronte 
and Pt. Dalhousie for 1872 (same specifics as previous annual reports). 

Page 39: 

- total no. of men employed between Pt. Dalhousie and Queenston, total no. 
of nets, their value, and an evaluation of other equipment, 1872. 

Page 40: 

Summary of all different kinds of fish taken between Pt. Dalhousie and 
Queenston, for 1872 (salmon trout, white fish, pickerel, herring, ciscos, 
rough fish, sturgeon). 

Page 41-42: 

- Annual "return of fishing stations, yield, value, etc." between 

Pt^_ Dalhousie, etc., etc., 1872. (same specifics as previous annual reports. 

Tage 43: 

total no. of men employed between Black Creek and Pt. Ryersee, total no. 
of nets, their value, and an evaluation of other equipment, 1872. 

Page 44: 

- Summary of all different kinds of fish caught between Black Creek and 
Pt. Ryersee, for 1872 (Pickerel, Sturgeon, Herring, Rough Fish, Catfish, 
Channel cat, Muskinonge, White fish). 

Pages 45-46: 

- Annual "return of fishing stations, yield, value, etc." between Black 
Creek, etc., etc., for 1872 (same specifics as previous annual reports. 


Page 47: 

- total no. of men employed between Pt. Ryersee and Pt. Talbott, 

total no. of nets, their value, an evaluation of other equipment, 1872. 

Page 48: 

- Summary of all different kinds of fish caught between Pt. Ryersee and 

Pt. Talbott, for 1872 (Pickerel, White fish. Rough fish. Herring, Catfish, 
Sturgeon, Muskinonge, Mixed Fish, Mullets, Pike, Bass). 

Pages 49-52: 

- Annual "return of fishing stations, yield, value, etc." between 

Pt. Ryersee, etc., etc., for 1872 (same specifics as previous annual reports). 

January 13, 1873: 

- value of previous year's catch in each of the five (5) divisions of 
Kerr's district. 
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note sizeable increase (871.3/4 barrels or $4097.50), from 1871. 

salmon streams: Lynd's or Lyon's Creek, Duffins Creek, the Rouge, 
Hyland Creek, Humber and Credit Rivers. 


salmon enter creeks in October and November to spawn 
Lyon's andjDuffin's Creek showed good quantity of salmon, 
twenty two (22) salmon beds in Lyon's 

in Duffin's Creek on October 27 part of creek (3/4 mile) was "literally 
alive with salmon." This was owing in a manner to a freshet, and the Mill 
not working on this day. 


very large fish, some (from appearance and size) probably 20+ lbs. 


when Mill works (night and day except Sundays) the salmon can't get 

upstream to dam due to all the water flowing down Mill race .*. 

salmon stay around tail race. Mill and Railway Bridge and whenever 

Mill stops grinding and water returns to flowing down stream again 

the fish swim up to dam. Suddenly Mill will start working again, 

the water will return to the race, and fish who are ascending stream 

at that time get stranded and die (only a "trifle", remains.in stream 

s '~^>bit of water 

when Mill works. 

salmon bed between the dam and the bridge is injured when water is 
low, a non-existent - ( " '> 


two pair of salmon observed on beds in Rouge previous October; 
in comparison* 


one large salmon observed in rapids of Humber, none in Credit River. 

take "of blue back herring of a prodigious size was excellent for a 
few weeks last fall at Toronto Island." 


white fish at Niagara, 1872 improvement over 1871 haul. 

less salmon trout, white fish gill netting, more herring and cisco 
gill net fishing 

seine hauling for white fish at Burlington Beach a failure 

white fish haul low on L. Erie, due to low water level in L. Erie causing 
the spawning reefs to be exposed to air, killing the eggs. 

update on the Speckled Trout Breeding Establishment at Hillsburg. 



January 13, 1873 (Contd...) 

- Kerr requests a stop be put to the Injury of the salmon beds. 

February 22, 1873: 

- Chippawa, Navy Island ... fish caught there: bass, perch, pickerel, 
pike, bullheads, muskinonge. 

March 21, 1873: 

fishermen will be out on Grand River, as soon as the ice clears, to 
spear (with light jacks) pike, bass, muskinonge. 

April 16, 1873: 

- pike in abundance in part of Burlington Bay 

- after May 10 pike become soft, clammy and no longer taste good. 

April 17, 1873: 

- Kerr reports black oily tar-coloured stuff draining into inlet in 
Burlington Bay from the Parsons Brothers Oil Refinery. 

- two (2) lb bass amongst oil washed up on shore .. another almost dead., 
killed him (it?). Had them both cleaned and cooked but no one would 
eat them. 

saw other dead fish along Bay. 

April 26, 1873: 

- Kerr inspected the shoreline of Burlington Bay, especially around the 
Oil Refineries Inlet, and found several dead fish. 

- specific: two (2) black bass "Wing belly and side up in the last 
death struggle". Took them home, cleaned and fried them in a pan, 
but they were too "impregnated with coal oil and coal oil tar from 
the Oil Refinery’s as to be unfit for food". Consequently he threw 
them to his ducks. 

- pike, bass and herring caught in Bay (present year) are not fit to 
eat, either, due to their oil content. 

May 19, 1873: 

- court case of Millowners for allowing sawdust and mill rubbish into 
Twelve Mile Creek, which is frequented by speckled trout, etc. 

The men were fined $30 each or two months in jail. 

May 21, 1873: 

- Kerr inspects Oil Refineries on Shermans Inlet, Hamilton and finds oil 
and vitriol running into Bay. 

found acids running into water from agitator. 

- smell was overpowering. 

May 25, 1873: 

- fisherman complains of oil in fish 

- cow's legs injured when walked into oily Bay 
May 30, 1873: 

- court case of Oil Refinery owner put off for 3 weeks because owner 
claimed he was going to get tanks down from London to stop flow from 
entering inlet (in the near future) (see July 26, 1873). 

June 4, 1873: 

- Kerr visited pork factory ... found lime (white) and salt on the ground 
(washes away with rain). Around premises found filth, offal and guts' 
blood - "still a good deal has been done to prevent contagion and 


Contd. 



June 4, 1873 (Contd...): 

bad smell, a stream of pickled ice water is continually running 
from a wooden pipe into and among the blood and guts deposited 
in the inlet". (Sherman's Inlet - slaughter house). 

Page 126: 

- "The foreman in the Pork Establishment said when the wind blows up 
from the Bay into the inlet he could fill ten barrels of oil .... 
floating in the Inlet". 

- on Kerr's visit to the Pork factory in the morning and evening of the 
4th he found coal oil floating in the inlet "as usual". 

June 8, 1873: 

- preparation for the new filtering basin and waterworks going on. 

June 10, 1873: 

- Kerr reports findings of thousands of small fish (known as "mother 
herrings" or "shiners" or "mooneyes") lying on shore of Toronto Island 
between the lighthouse and the point ... the shore and water being 
"strewn over" with these dead fish for about a mile. 

- surface of water "for some distance outwards from the shore" was filled 
with fish who were jumping out of the water "not in sport, but as if 
from the effects of something that seemed to be leading them on to 
certain death. It ended in the fish at last floating dead on the 
surface of the water ..." 


- fish were approx. 4" long, more flat than round, with a shining, bright 
colour, "sharp on the belly with a kind of a sawlike edge thereto ..." 
resembled sardines in size. 


- didn't find other type of fish among them. 


June 17, 1873: 

application for a new fishway between Kennedy's Hollow and the first 
mile pond, township of Niagara. 

- bottom of Lake Ontario is smooth sand and gravel without rocks and 
stones off the point far out into L. Ontario. 

- description of Smith's Creek (enters into Grand River at Paris). 

- Kerr begs permission to keep sawdust out of said clean, spring-fed creek. 

- sawdust and killing of speckled trout in close season has caused number 

of fish to drastically decrease ... citizens of Blenheim asked for remedy. 

June 20, 1873: 

court case of Pork Factory - for allowing spent acid and lime into 
Sherman's Inlet, Burlington Bay. 

June 24, 1873: 

- court case against coal oil refinery of Sherman's Inlet. 

June 6, 1873?: 

- report of catch of 237 pickerel at St. Williams, off Turkey Pt. 

- haul made of 57 pickerel, mostly females full of spawn, averaging 
14 lbs each. 


July 12, 1873: 

- Pork Factory owner (Sherman's Inlet) charged $50 for letting lime, 
chemical substances, sulphuric acid, saltpetre, blood offal etc. to 
pass into Sherman's Inlet. 

- damage done to fish and habitat is immense - above pollutants and 
coal oil filled up Sherman's Inlet to a depth of about nine (9) feet, 
length 150 yards. 

- "it is only a question of time to accomplish their (fish) complete 
destruction ... if immediate action is delayed". 

July 18, 1873: 

- conviction of owners and occupants of the Petroleum Oil Refinery Works 
(head of Sherman's Inlet, Burlington Bay). Fine: $10 and understanding 
that more care be taken in future to prevent pollutants from entering 
waters of Sherman's Inlet. 

- citizens stood by Kerr "gallantly" in the prosecution. 

July 25, 1873: 

- Herring caught in Lake Ontario inedible due to coal oil content. 

Fish were otherwise fat, plump and in good condition. 

July 26, 1873: 

- Carbon Oil Firm (Mr. Parsons) up again on trial re pollution. 

Tanks from London put in ... when full tanks will be taken up to 
London to be redistilled and "made fit for use again". 

- oil is refined before brought to the Carbon Oil Refinery 

- before court case, about 150 gallons sulphuric acid flowed weekly 
into Burlington Bay. 

- after court case only spillage or leakage is dripping into Lake 

("too much, however, still in my opinion") 

August 8, 1873: 

- no damage done to shore, etc. by removal of sand from there used in 
Glassworks for making bottles, however damage will result if it continues, 
therefore Kerr recommends restrictions be put into force. 

August 11, 1873: 

- Petticoat Creek (dried up), the Don, the Mimico, Twenty and Twelve 
Mile Creeks were originally frequented by salmon. 

- salmon fully extinct (1873) in everyone of above-mentioned waters, been killed 
off before Fishery Laws enacted 

- salmon found in Lake Ontario around the mouths of the presently frequented 
streams from May to sometimes the end of October 

- "salmon shall be captured within 200 yards of the mouth of any tributary, 
creek or stream which salmon frequent to spawn". 

- often enter streams before breeding season, during high water freshets ... 
or early in spring, then known as spring salmon. 

frequently caught in large quantities in L. Ontario in May ... in front 
of Duffins' Creek, the Humber, Cranberry Marsh (a mile west of Credit mouth). 



August 11, 1973: (Contd...) 

- salmon caught recently in Niagara River, but very limited quantities. 

- those fish caught in early part of the season range from 6-10 to 
often 15 lbs each. 

- small proportion of frisle? grisle? (small salmon?) among early 
salmon caught. 

- salmon were large fish in "perfect condition" upon entering the streams 
in spring (therefore no frisle among them). 

August 13, 1873: 

eight (8) pound salmon caught in Frenchman's Bay in a seine. 

August 15, 1873: 

- confidential report on progress made in breeding salmon in the Government 
Establishment at Newcastle. 

- Hamilton Market exhibits the finest class of white fish ever seen there, 
and largest amount, from five (5) to ten (10) lbs (weight range) each. 

September 1, 1873: 

- request made by G.A. Lacey of Hillsbourg to catch parent speckled trout in 
streams of Caledon and Erin for breeding purposes, as one of his dams 
broke and 20,000 of his speckled trout were washed away. 

September 4, 1873: 

- salmon trout , not salmon, caught through ice, in March. 

- Kerr thinks: L. Ontario salmon migrate to the sea once a year, right 
after spawning time, when they are foul and unclean. Salt water cleans 
them of their filth. 

- salmon very low in condition after spawning on north shore creeks of 
L. Ontario ... cuts and wounds on nose, belly, tail caused by rooting, 
gravel, sand, stones off rapids in Creeks to make spawning beds 

- become infected on belly and gills with vermin insects and lice and 
must go to sea to get rid of them, and to get fat and healthy again. 

(vermin: blood sucker insects) 

salt water vermin infect their gills so they return to fresh water to rid 
themselves of these. 

- salmon that remain always in freshwater "dwindle", "become lank, lean, 
long thin bodied shapeless fish with large heads". They ultimately cease 
breeding. 

- can't remain in sea because they never spawn in salt water ... and would 
face extinction. 

- salmon in L. Ontario eat small fry of all varieties found in the Lake... 
worms, fly larvae, insects, baits, "herring, parr, their own young species". 
Record of 20-24 parr taken from stomachs of 2 salmon (large) caught in Moise. 

- disappearance of salmon from L. Ontario and tributaries caused by 
destruction of salmon on spawning grounds on rapids, on north shore of 
L. Ontario to excess. Pond nets spear Jack Light and draw seines used. 


Page 193 (no date): 

food of whitefish: shell fish, small muscle shell fish, small shrimp 
like insect (when examined with microscope one believes it to be a 
crawfish or fresh water crab) 

September 30, 1873: 

- Kerr has "the accounts" of the 2 Guardians of Long Pt., Lake Erie re: 
coal oil pollution. 

- also M.D. David Mackintosh of Hamilton analysed the oil floating in 
Burlington Bay. 

October 6, 1873: 

- water is low in Salmon Creeks, mouths to L. Ontario dammed with sand 
and gravel ... need immediate attention. 

- large herring can be caught with 2V' mesh herring gill nets at all 
proper seasons of the year. 

October 13, 1873: 

- "Brant's Pond", a portion of Burlington Bay, to be set aside (on lease 
to the Fisheries Dept, from the owner, one Mr. W.J. Simcoo Kerr) as a 
Nursery for fish. 

- "Kerr's Pond" set aside for the natural propagation of fish August 23, 

1870 ... description of said pond. 

October 31, 1873: 

- Kerr reports white fish (superior!) in great quantities caught in 

L. Ontario, most successful takes in 30 years (re quality not numbers). 

- pickerel of "a superior sized class" caught in small numbers with a 
six inch (6") (mesh) trout gill net in L. Ontario near B. Beach. 

- magnificent white fish caught with gill nets between the fishery and 
Wynona in L. Ontario in current season, sold quickly at Hamilton Market 

for high prices ... varying from 5-12 lbs each. 

- blueback herrings - choice fish sold for $l/dozen 

few trout in L. Ontario because they swam high instead of down at the 
bottom where the gill nets were set ... but those trout caught were of 
large size and excellent quality (in summer season). 

- at Turkey Pt., Lake Erie fishing very good, as usual ... pickerel were 
large and numerous ... muskinonge were more numerous and superior to last 
season's catch, ranging up to 40 lbs. Pickerel weighed as much as 16 lbs. 

- at Dunville, on the Grand River, fishing was also better than previous 
year ... favourite resort of anglers from Buffalo, Batavia, U.S., 

St. Catharines, Hamilton, etc. ... Kerr "remarks" on "foreigners" fishing 
in our waters without licenses. 

- Kerr "obliged to proceed against the oil refineries, and Pork factory 
situated on B. Bay in the township of Barton, which is immediately without 
this city limits" for emitting pollutants into the Bay. 

- show of salmon in Duffin's Creek most satisfactory, indications of salmon 
becoming more numerous. 

- fishways to be placed in mill dams of "Smith's Creek, or River," the 
Grand River and Otter Creek. 



October 31, 1873 (Contd...): 

- speckled trout streams and ponds inland require more protection 
against destructive people. 

- Speckled Trout Breeding Establishment, Erin Village, township of Erin ... 
(owned by one Mr. Wellington Hull) ... report ... contains five (5) 
small ponds, in turn containing 2000 parent fish, 2500 small fish and 
500 eggs or ova in the hatching troughs. 

- Lacey's (establishment) of Homedale, Hillsburg, in Erin township, 
has 1000 parent fish "in his ponds", several thousand small fish from 
last year's hatching, and expects 150,000 eggs that season. 

November 18, 1873: 

- close season for white fish November 19 -December 1. 

December 31, 1873: 

- continued report from October 31, 1873 ... the particulars of the salmon 
in Duffin's Creek ... in detail. 

- October 20 and 21 great storm caused sand, gravel to bar mouth of creek, 
therefore barring any more salmon from ascending stream. 

- first salmon appeared 15 October, 1873 (3 in number) and made way up 
Duffin's Creek. Commenced their beds on the rapids below the Grand 
Trunk Railway Bridge". 

Hartnick and hired hand opened mouth of stream, next day about 30 salmon 
sighted in rapids 

- one man later counted twenty (20) salmon beds 

- 40+ parent salmon working on beds (later) 

- October 30 and 31 first salmon in rapids began to descend while other 
salmon ascended 

- November 1: 40 salmon beds between Moses Smith's Mill dam and Gager Mill 
"which comprise by the serpentine windings of Duffin's Creek, a distance 
of about one mile." 

- November 7: most of salmon descended, some new fish ascended 

- November 20: about 50 salmon beds total 

- November 22: no more salmon sighted 

- approx. 100-120 parent salmon visited Duffin's Creek that season, 

25 of these would weigh 16 lbs each, remainder weigh between 5 to 12 lbs 
each ... average: 7 lbs weight of about 100 fish. 

- not more than six (6) were "grisle" 

in Lynd's or Lyon's Creek salmon did not appear ... questionable, 
in the Rouge six (6) salmon sighted. 

- in Hiland Creek two (2) salmon sighted, but muddy water reduced visibility 
more than two is very possible. 

- in Credit River several salmon sighted. 



December 31, 1873 (Contd...): 

- blue back herring caught in fair quantities three miles out from 
beach, in deep water on a bar; taken with gill nets. 

- spearing herring not as profitable although good quality and large: 

36,000 speared in total, worth $360. 

not many whitefish caught in gill nets due to stormy weather. 

hook and line fishing at mouth of Niagara River for pickerel and 
"sturgeon" during winter and early spring. 

January 26, 1874: 

- "Besides pike are not, and never were classed under the head of valuable fish' 

- fish are more numerous "now" than ever before,, 

- not more than l/10th of bottom of B. Bay is mud, therefore being an 
adequate place for salmon to spawn in, providing they are not injured by 
Williams' coal oil. 

- location of sand and gravel on floor of Bay 
February 1, 1874: 

- pike have brilliant gold coloured spots on them 

- pike feed on perch, herring 

- (all about pike) 

March 30, 1874: 

- seized 300 yds of pike gill net and 12 pike therein 
April 6, 1874: 

- 15 and 16 mile creeks not valuable enough to be set aside for the 
propagation, etc. ... as the mouths continuously clog with sand and 
gravel, furthermore only contain bass, perch and sunfish (not valuable) 

Page 340: 

- nn person can fish nor spear fish in the River Credit 
spearing licenses can only be issued by the Minister 

- spearing not allowed in small creeks 
Page 343: 

- close season for bass, pickerel and muskinonge: April 15 - May 1 
each year, in all Ontario. 



April 23, 1874: 

- men hauling in Lake Ontario caught two (2) white fish, a few pickerel 
and herring, suckers. 

May 2, 1874: 

description of dredging operation of the Water Works and the harm it 
is doing to the fishing in the immediate area. 

record of pickerel being caught at Cashmere, on the Thames, and being 
kept alive in "a perforated box of water". 

May 11, 1874: 

fishing business could be carried on in certain places around Long 
Point; would be a branch of the Long Point Company. 

gives limits 

May 18, 1874: 

- locations of fishing stations at Turkey Point (1, 2, 3, 4, 4'g and 5) - 
(6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11). 

May 19, 1874: family 

reference to an "Atwood"/living near and fishing in the Niagara River. 

(Mr. Edwin M. Atwood). 

- abundance of blue and yellow pike on Niagara River 
later sells for 7d/lb (pickerel) 

June 10, 1874: 

- reference to special report made three years ago to the continuous 
destruction of small white fish in Lake Huron, near Port Frank, every 
year at about this time of year. 

seven (7) small white fish caught weighed three (3) pounds together, 
averaging about 6 ounces each. 

- caught with illegal seine 
May 30, 1874: 

foreshadowing to the suspension of the prohibition of (against) seining 
for white fish in Ontario during months of June and July for current year. 

- "clause of the statute" indicates size of nets and seines (mesh size) 
for white fish. 

June 20, 1874: 

reference to small fish found dead and dying on the shore and in 
immediate area of Toronto Island, supposedly "MOON-EYES" ... now 
declared by "competent judges" to be SHAD. 

- shad presence in Lake Ontario verified by many fishermen and said to 
number in the millions! 

infant shad placed in Lake Ontario a few years previously by one 

Mr. SethGreen, "the great fish breeder of Saratoga, State of New York". 

- large numbers caught at Niagara, sold at 4c?/each to a House in 
St. Catharines. 

found to be almost as numerous as herring and ciscos in Kerr's district 
of Lake Ontario, popular amongst fishermen, and are larger than when 
Kerr first saw them. 



June 20, 1874 (Contd...): 

young salmon caught in Toronto Bay (specific location given), 
near the mouth of the Welland (’anal, and in Lake Ontario near the 
mouth of Four Mile Creek. 

Between pages 451 and 452 leaflet found "Scenic Features through the 

North American Alps" distributed by Grand Trunk Pacific, including 
descriptions and photographs of places from Edmonton to Prince Rupert. 

(One interesting picture of a 300 lb. sturgeon caught in the 
Nechako River, B.C. ...) 

June 23, 1874: 

- record of seizing 1000 small white fish caught with 4" mesh seines 
off Burlington Beach ... 

"The sale of these small young white fish is very tardy ..." 

- Kerr suggests permitting seines to remain in water for about 15-20 
minutes when about 10 yards from shore to allow smaller fish to escape. 

- reference to white fish gill nets being 5" mesh extension measure 
as regulation size. 

July 4, 1874: 

habit of large white fish to remain in deep water during June and July 
"for some special purpose of their own", and to feed on small shellfish 
found in abundance at the bottoms of Burlington Bay and lake. 

August 8, 1374: 

hauling of "perch and small shad or shiners" 

- fine white fish being caught in Lake Ontario (samples sent to 
Mr. Whitcher, Commissioner, for the information of the department) 
but all caught within about one square mile for the third year. 

August 1, 1874: 

- present particulars and occupied position of Burlington Beach in 
township of Saltfleet, in south riding of Wentworth, Ontario. (14 pages). 

September 3, 1874: 

43 trout caught off Burlington Beach, some sold for as much as 75q each. 

magnificent salmon trout at upper end as well as lower end (from Grimsby 
to Saltfleet) of ?? B. Beach? 

October 7, 1874: 

- reference made to some 22 white fish, 3 salmon trout, 12 herring from 
Lake Ontario ... halibut, haddock, cod and mackerel being saltwater fish 
of Canada taken from Wynona to the Crystle Palace? 

October 10, 1874: 

22 splendid white fish exhibited by Kerr, for the fishermen at the 
Central Fair, averaging about 8 lbs each, and caught in Lake Ontario, 
near Grimsby. 

- at same fair one (1) halibut, 12 mackerel, 3 salmon trout, 12 lake 
herring, six (6) haddock and six (6) codfish, all fresh fish, were exhibited. 

- Globe and Mail, Spectator and Times newspapers "noticed our exhibition 
favourably". 

October 20, 1874: 

- printed article on Canadian Salmon ... content as follows: 

Canadian Salmon exists in four (4) stages, first the "parr", "a small 
bright-looking fish, four or five inches long, with dark-coloured bars 
across the sides and a row of red spots". Always found in fresh water, 


it/ . 
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October 20, 1874 (Contd...): 

it resembles a trout, and can be caught easily with a fly or bait. 

The second stage is when the fish dons his "silvery coat", before it 
visits the sea for the first time ... called a "smoult", being 6"-8" 
long, still lives in river where hatched. "Grilse" the third stage name, i 
given to the fish after it returns from the sea Co its native river, 
weighing 3-6 lbs. Has forked tail where salmon has square, and has 
slight adhesion of the scales. Grilse known to be active and "will often 
give as much play as a salmon of three times his size". The fish returns 
a "salmon" after the second visit to the sea ... mature, vigorous and 
brilliant. Weight increases with every visit to the sea, where they 
feed on small fish and Crustacea. 


October 31, 1874: 

- first salmon entered Duffin's Creek on the 21st October. 

November 7, 1874: 

- show of salmon in Duffin's Creek far greater than previous years. 

herring usually show up in Burlington Bay to spawn around November 15, 
coming from Lake Ontario. 

November 14, 1874: 

- close season for white fish between November 19 and December 1. 

November 19, 1874: 

- two small newspaper clippings pertaining to spearing in Burlington Bay. 
Page 579: 

- "Schedule of Mill Dams on Grand River and Tributaries ..." including 
locality, whether Saw Mill, Grist Mill, etc., height of Dam, Name of 
owners or agent, address, state of fishway (re: completed or not), 
if notified and when, and remarks. 

- newspaper clippings (2) on "Burlington Bay Fisheries" and "The Spearing - 
Burlington Bay -". 

December 9, 1874: 

- Herring still on spawning grounds, 

December 8, 1874: 

- white fish caught in Georgian Bay, Collingwood 
December 19, 1874: 

herring spawning in Burlington Bay .in the millions. 

December 25, 1874: 

Kerr found fishermen catching shad in cisco gill nets in Burlington Bay. 
February 12, 1875: 

- Dundas Marsh, with respect to its location, linking it to Burlington Bay. 
January 23, 1875: 

close season for pickerel between April 15 and May 1st of said year 
(end page 647). 

- report of June 10, 1873 shows new kind of pan fish in Lake Ontario ... 
Whitcher (Commissioner in Ottawa) examined these fish and declared them 
to belong to the freshwater herring tribe. 



January 23, 1875 (Contd...): 

- record (verbal, not number!cal) of white fish seizures and illegal 
salmon hauling. 

- report of sighting large and small salmon, in numbers on the rapids and 

in deep holes in Credit River between the 10th and 20th of November, 1874 .. 
"grisle" in numbers of about 200. 

- water very low in Hyland Creek previous fall, mouth of creek had to be 
continually opened ... three "beds" were located near Clawsons Old Dam. 

six (6) salmon observed in the Big Rouge, between Eaton's Mill and 
Kilpatricks Mill (about one mile above the Kingston Road Bridge. 

Also six (6) salmon beds in this river the previous fall. 

- Duffin's Creek also very low ... excellent. Show of salmon (about 120 
parent fish observed on the beds and in deep holes with -i mile of Creek). 

One very large fish (40+ lbs) appeared in this Creek, while other parent 
fish (salmon) weighed from approx. 10-25 lbs each. About 100 "grisle" 
observed on one particular day in the deep water between the Railway Bridge 
and the Road Bridge, near the Mill. The mouth of Duffin's Creek had to 

be opened several times. 

the Cuardian of Lynds Creek reported to Kerr that salmon first appeared 
there on the 28th of October (of the previous fall). Mr. Sam Wilmot of 
the Fish Breeding Establishment in Newcastle, Ontario, sent the Guardian 
of this Creek several thousand salmon fry which he deposited in 12 Mile 
Creek at Bronte (formerly a salmon creek. At this time 12 Mile Creek 
still emptied into Lake Ontario at Bronte). 

March 4, 1875: 

- 6-10 fishing boats in Georgian Bay individually caught 6-8 thousand whitefisi 
in close season. 

March 3, 1875: 

- Mr. Taylor's Store, No. 94, Yonge St., Toronto, received 77 lbs 
(minimum) of speckled trout packed in boxes with salmon all frozen, 
the previous month, - caught in Quebec and shipped to A. Fraser and Co. 

The speckled trout were sold for 25<?/lb. 

March 6, 1875: 

- Mr. George Lee, a fish, game and fruit merchant, is (at present) selling 
fresh salmon received from British Columbia. These salmon are much 
different than the previously mentioned Quebec salmon. 

March 11, 1875: 

- B.C. salmon are magnificent and selling for 50c/lb. 

March 12, 1875: 

- record of map of Dundas Marsh to be made for Whitcher. 

March 13, 1875: 

- the spawning of the speckled trout, as "of all kinds of fish, is 
regulated till the year round by the state of the moon, and influence 
of the weather". 

- a special spawning case of speckled trout on Credit River. 

law of Quebec vs. law of Ontario concerning close season for speckled trout. 

Kerr recommends close season terminates January 31st instead of April 30th, 
as it is presently. 



March 27, 1875: 

Thomas Cartier, of Baptiste Creek (Fishery Guardian and Lighthouse 
keeper at mouth of the Thames, Lake St. Clair) reports to Kerr that 
seine hauling fishermen have been catching a lot of very small pickerel 
in the small centres of their nets, between Bothwell and the Lighthouse 
in River Thames. 

- Cartier asks that no seine under 3" extension measure be used on the 
Thames between the two points because he fears extinction of the 
pickerel in said River. 

April 7, 1875: 

- A. Milne and Son (Store) of Collingwood bought 35,000 fish from the 
fishermen of that area, selling them for 15<? each when they would bring 
twice that price in Hamilton and Toronto that same day. 

- small table of Meaford fishermen, boats and nets owned, no. fish caught. 

- small table of Cape Rich fishermen, boats and nets owned, no. fish caught 

Notawassauga River ... small table of fishermen, boats and nets owned, 
no. fish caught. 

- Meaford, Cape Rich and Notawassauga River all part of Georgian Bay. 

April 15, 1875: 

- Toronto Island fishermen are in the habit of leaving hundreds of 
"unused" fish on the shores of the ponds instead of returning them 
to the water. 

April 9, 1875: 

- close season for herring Nov. 15-Dec.10. 

- Cisco and frost fish "should be classed in close season with the herring" 

- Herring entered B. Bay Nov. 15, they did not appear on the spawning beds 
until the 24th of that same month, last fall. 

May 17, 1875: 

- All gill net fishing terminated May 1st. 

May 16, 1875: 

240 ducks, 3 herring and a rock bass caught in 2000 yards of gill net 
set in B. Bay. 

May 24, 1875: 

- close season for bass - May 15-June 15. 

June 1, 1875: 

- white fish gill nets are 5" mesh extension measure. 

June 4, 1875: 

Mr. W.T.P. Swart owns and occupies 75 acre pond in Osprey township, 
which he stocked with speckled trout a few years previously and 
continues to protect them. 

July 17, 1875: 

- township of Niagara has a population of 3,693. 

July 23, 1875: 

- request for herring seining season to be from Aug.2 to Oct.14 inclusive 
in L. Ontario. 

seines for this fishing should not exceed 300 yards in length and 
minimum 2%" extension measure mesh. 



August 18, 1875: 

- complex court case re speckled trout and the saw mills of 12 mile Creek. 

Also with reference to the 2500 salmon fry placed in said creek at 
Bronte on the 12 June 1874 by Mr. Sam Wilmot. 

August 28, 1875: 

- seines used for catching white fish have centres 4" extension measure, 
the remainder larger still. 

- Salmon trout gill nets vary from 6" to 7" and 7V' extension measure. 

- white fish gill nets are 5" mesh extension measure, some 5%" extension measur 

- the larger the gill net mesh the larger the majority of the fish caught, 
and the higher the prices. 

- Canadian fishermen fishing in U.S. waters annually, at Niagara, use 
4V extension measure (mesh), when Kerr recommends they use 5" mesh. 

young boys possibly using dynamite to destroy fish in B. Bay. 

ignite and place underwater, the cartridge explodes, causing the stunned 
fish to instantly float on the surface, and while in shock they are 
easily caught. 

"This is a New Warfare for the destruction of our fishes". 

August 17, 1875: 

- Dynamite chiefly destructive to the smaller fry. 

August 28, 1375: 

- Provincial Show Fair in Ottawa between Sept. 20-24. 

September 4, 1875: 

Thomas Jull, an Orangeville mill owner, polluting Credit River with sawdust. 
September 14, 1875: 

- Grimsby: gill net fisherman had fished 1500 yds of 5”, 5%" and 6" mesh 
salmon trout and white fish gill nets and had thereby caught 1247 fish. 

Sold for average of 25c each, amounting to $311.75. 

Kerr states seining for white fish most injurious and destructive method 
of fishing and should be totally dispensed with. 

- white fish has gentle or timid nature, and rarely makes any effort to 
escape no matter how large the meshes are. 

- white fish gill nets never catch young or small white fish. 

Page 820: 

- "For the Province of Ontario", White Fish, Salmon Trout and Lake Trout 
close season is from Nov. 12-Dec. 1 inclusive. No close season for herring. 

October 15, 1875: 

- two salmon have been seen in Duffin's Creek 

(Railway bridge is being pulled down and converted to stone and iron) . 

October 8, 1875: 

- Saw and shingle mills in Progreston, in the township of East Flamboro, 
fined for allowing sawdust to enter the waters of 12 mile Creek 

($50 each, plus costs). 

October 19, 1875: 

- Uniform size mesh for herring gill nets ... 2V mesh extension measure. 



November 10, 1875: 

- Kerr caught 13 speckled trout at Progreston at mill, under mill wheel. 

November 12, 1375: 

- Kerr expects a big run of salmon in Duffin's Creek with tiie full moon 
(at present). 

November 24, 1875: 

- Annual fishermen of Georgian Bay fishing there in close season and 
catching whitefish and salmon trout by the thousands. 

November 29, .1875: 

- fish dealer in Meaford, Georgian Bay reports fisherman tried to sell him 
7,000 s. trout and whitefish. 

November 28, .1875: 

- 75 boats of Indians and half breeds reported fishing off Christian Island, 
in close season. 

November 30, 1375: 

- 1000 "packages" of fish seized by the Overseer at Owen Sound. 

December 3, 1875: 

- record of earnings of Guardians of the Rouge, Lyon's Creek, Duffin's 
Creek and Hyland Creek, for protecting the breeding and spawning fish. 

December 7, 1875: 

- Kerr asked to procure choice bass specimens from B. Bay to show at the 
Philadelphia Exhibition the following year. 

December 6, 1875: 

- Kerr can procure the following fishes: 

Herring: three species (male and female), Pike-Pickerel: three species 
(male and female). Frost Fish, Whitefish: three species, Salmon trout: 
various kinds, Ciscoet (a trout), Muskinonge, Bass: four kinds. Speckled 
trout. Mullet, Suckers. 

February 4, 1876: 

- nineteen fishermen to be fined for catching and killing 5,766 whitefish 
and salmon trout (see Nov. 29, 1875). 

Page 920: 

- Return showing to whom spearing permits and licenses have been issued to 
spear in B. Bay in the South riding of Wentworth for 1374 and 1875. 

spearing is mostly carried on in the Bay within city limits of Milton 
and the South Riding of Wentworth. 

- spearing usually ends about April 1. 

April 8, 1876: 

- best spawning beds for bass in the Dundas Marsh is that part west of the 
line drawn with points the Centre, pine tree on Princes Island near the 
water's edge and the rail fence on n the west side of Mr. Fred Morrison's 
orchard, lot 29, West Flamboro, and the Burlington Heights ... all with 
reference to a map Kerr outlined for Ottawa. 

April 7, 1876: 

- requests of three men to have licenses allowing them to fish with dipnets 
in Chippawa Creek, near Drummondville ... to catch pickerel, bass and 
coarse fish which frequent that creek, from Niagara River. 



April 10, 1876: 

surplus pike in Credit River, in spring. 

April 16, 1876: 

Two persons spearing had 3 pike in Marsh on B. -Bay, south of James Filman's 

- Kerr's pond ... found 300 yds gill net with 3 pike, 3 suckers and a catfish. 
March 24, 1876: 

- only in spring do the mullets, suckers ... "and still farther on during 
the latter end of May and fore part of June", when shad suckers ascend 
the Credit River in any numbers. 

- no salmon frequented River Credit last (previous) year. 

after mid-June only pike and bass remain in deep water of Credit, as all 
previously mentioned fish return to the lake at this time. 

- small herring being seen dead and dying at mouth of the Credit ... as the 
dead on Toronto Island ... unaccountable, and yet has continuously happened 
with this new class of herring during the past two years. Yet even with 
this dying off of these fish, they have increased to the millions. 

April 21, 1876: 

- "the people are allowed to catch suckers and mullet in the Dundas Creek 
for their own use" only. 

PP.948-949: 

- "Return to Order of Commons, dated 29th March, 1876, for a Return of all 
the Licenses issued by the Inspector of Fisheries for Fishing in Burlington 
Bay and the Dundas Marsh during the years 1872, "73, '74, '75 - the Name 

of the Parties to whom such Licenses were granted, etc., etc." 

(newspaper clipping) 

April 24, 1876: 

read of seizing more than 250 yards of pike gill net in Kerr’s Pond 
containing 3 pike, 3 suckers and one bass. 

April 27, 1876: 

- White fish and salmon trout abound on a bar in L. Ontario about 3 miles 
out from Port Dalhousie, running 8 miles west (from there) as far up as 
16 mile creek. 

May 27, 1876: 

- splendii black bass caught in and returned to B. Bay 
September 29, 1877 (page 970): 

- young whitefish caught in 30 fathom water close to the current. 

/ - best time to catch young whitefish "when the wind blows fresh from the 
south, the Niagara River water is forced by the waves of che lake water 
back on the river water and the lake water being then very pellucid, very cle 

- fish feed on shrimps and small shell fish, therefore gill nets set close 
to the current where the whitefish feed on these. 

- several newspaper clippings to be found on the following twelve pages ... 
their titles follow. 

Page 993 - "Burlington Bay and Dundas Marsh" 

- "Piling up the costs" 

" 994 - "Indian Outrages" 

"Hamilton: The Dundas Marsh - Easter Services" 

- "The American Fish Culturist Association" 

- "Fishery Regulations" (Ontario and Quebec). 

- "Spearing in Burlington Bay" 



Page 995 
" 996 


Jr 


PP.997-9 

oM \/ 

V Page 1001 


Jv 

<4j r 


Page 1002 
" 1003 

" 1004 


"Pisciculture: Canada's Artificial Fish Nurseries" 

"Fish Hatching (from the Essex Record) 

"Whitefish Sales" 

"Work of the United States Fish Commission: The Salmon Nursery- 
in California" (includes great sketches!) 

"Salmon Culture in Ontario: Hr, Wilmot's Experiments successfully 
out" 

"Acclimatizing" 

"Pisciculture in Ontario: Hr. Wilmot's Establishment" 

"Salmon in the Thames" 

"Fine imposed for Illegal Fishing in Buarlington Bay" 

"Close Season for Bass - Anglers, pay attention" 
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June 1, 1876 


June 1, 1876: 

record of a large gilled pike in Hamilton Market 
June 14, 1876: 

- "Alton is a village about 40 miles north of Toronto near the head waters 
and trout streams of the Credit" 

June 13, 1876: 

- reference to the angling done by Americans in front of the American fort, 
in American waters, for bass and herring, and conflicts involved. 

Scanning ahead ... 

Nov. 11, 1876 - reference to eels, among other fish, being in B. Bay 

in all seasons ... and visit Dundas Marsh to spawn ... 

Nov. 14, 1876 - detailed description of shad. 

Page 163 - newspaper clipping on hoxj and why black bass are gradually 

leaving (Ontario waters?). 

Page 191 - reference (in the form of a newspaper clipping) to the shad 

placed in L. Ontario by one Mr. Seth Green two years previously. 

Page 193 - "Gaspereaux" - name a man from Lower Canada called the 'shad’ (?) 

P.357, July 10, 1877 - Blue back herring caught in L. Erie with pound nets 

are infected with living worms, easily found when fish is cut 
open in the back. 

- During months of July and August invariably filled 

- those herring (B.b.) caught in shoal L. Erie water. 

June 18, 1876: 

- at "John Wadsworth’s upper Machine - the Machine was down and nine white 
bass were in the fish box, alive! - some of them". 

July 7, 1876: 

- record that a canal or "watercourse" was dredged through B. Beach "from 
Brant's or Kerr's pond, into Lake Ontario" 

water rushed from the Lake into the Bay, "at a rapid pace" 

August 7, 1876: 

- two men? exploded a cartridge of dynamite in L. Ontario near Wilson's 
pier, and "caught a great number of perch, but no other kind of fish". 

- Mr. Ben Egar of the Brant House in the township of Nelson (who dredged (cut) 
the watercourse)(reference July 7, 1876) cut away a great deal of the bog 

in Brant's or Kerr's Pond, and set afloat in L. Ontario(damaging fishermen's 
whitefish seines). 

August 10, 1876: (Page 70)„ 

- limits licensed to the members of the Peninsula Fish and Game Club of 
St. Catharines ... 

"Part of L. Ontario beginning at Port Dalhousie and including the 
waters of Twelve, fifteen and sixteen Miles Creeks, - to extend two hundre 
yards from West pier, and two hundred yards in frontage of Welland Canal o 
Twelve Mile Creek. On condition that no nets of any kind be used 
within such limits" 

- Club protects these waters at their own private cost. 



August 15, 1376: 

- caught twelve (12) splendid whitefish at either Grimsby or Wynona ... 
sent (6) to Ottawa. 

August 9, 1876: ' 

report on the taking of sand and gravel from B. Beach fishery reserve 
August 28, 1876: 

permission from Ottawa requested by Kerr to haul a seine, at "the point 
in Burlington Bay to B. Beach" to obtain fine specimens of bass to have 
skinned, stuffed and preserved. 

September 11, 1876: 

recommendation that pike gill nets be banned from B. Bay and Dundas 
March, including all inlets, outlets and bays. 

- also Kerr recommends close season for pike be fixed for B. Bay and 
Dundas Marsh from April 10 - May 10. 

- reference to anglers who fish for eels, bass and pike. 

Between pages 87 and 88 - newspaper clipping, re Mr. G.A. Lacey, of Hopedale, 
and his series of fish ponds there. 

Pages 88-90: 

Appointments (made by Kerr) of Fish Guardians (to guard the spawning 
beds, etc. against illegal fishing). 

September 26, 1876: 

- Sheepskin tanneries allowing lime to enter the creek at Dundas 
Dundas Cotton Factory allowing "Dye stuff" to enter the creek 

September 29, 1876: 

Sheepskin Tannery located "on the verge of a small spring creek, 
which eventually enters Dundas Creek." 

Dundas Creek is frequented by bass, pike and others. 

- report on the tannery and its lime found in Dundas Creek (a full page). 
October 2, 1876: 

Several people (anglers) caught large quantities of herring bass and 
pike ... one man trolled, and caught as many as 700 pike during present 
season in B. Bay and Dundas Marsh. 

Page 102: clipping from the "Government House, Ottawa" stating the close 

season for whitefish and salmon trout in Ontario being Nov. 1-10 inclusive 
each year. 

October 11, 1876: 

cows have drank "some of the stuff that is allowed to pass into Mordens 
or Dundas Creek, from said (Dundas) Paper Mill" and died. 

October 25, 1876: 

- "Salmon are making a good show in all the Creeks this fall" 

October 26, 1876: 

- three (3) salmon wer'e caught in the Humber the previous spring. 

- a few salmon recently appeared on the rapids (of said river) to spawn. 



November 8, 1876: 

- two saw nilIs located at Paisley (on Snake Creek?) 

November 9, 1876: 

at Dunville ... in the Upper River (Grand River) the fishing is totally 
destroyed by men spearing ... 

November 14, 1876: 

1500 whitefish caught by crew of men near Byng Inlet, Ccllingwood, 

(before close season). 

November 24, 1876: 

grappled for and found a herring gill net containing about 120 herring 
and 2 pike in B. Bay in front of the G.W. Railway. 

Page 138: newspaper clipping regarding the complete destruction of salmon 
and trout in the upper Lune River, due to pollution (creosote used for 
dipping railway sleepers). 

"The bed of the river was literally paved with salmon and trout”. 

- one person reported 500 salmon dead in 10 miles below Tebay ... trout 
could b? "gathered by the bushel" 

- feared river may be barren as a fishing ground because all "the food" 
was destroyed as well. 

Page 141: clipping referring to illegal fishing at Ashbridge Bay and the 
Queen's Wharf. 

November 10, 1876: 

- report of 420 fresh salmon trout and whitefish sold in Toronto, 
caught in Collingwood in close season. 

- 3000 whitefish and salmon trout caught (in Gn Bay?) and taken to Collingwood. 
November 11, 1876: 

- "... herring, bass (of the various kinds), pike, pickerel, white fish, 
and salmon trout, maskinonge and all the various kinds of fishes of a 
less valuable description, including eels, are at all seasons in B. Bay, 
and frequent the waters of B. Bay and Dundas Marsh in great quantities 
at all times, ... for the purposes, amoungst other things, of spawning 
and increasing their species, etc., etc. ..." 

- Herring a "migratory fish" frequenting Canadian waters during the 
spawning season. 

Pike: a "voracious" and "prolific" fish 

(Between pages 149 and 150 a Department of Marine and Fisheries circular 
regarding game laws). 

- during summer heat, pike and other bay fish not very palatable ... 
however Kerr has knowledge of one particular fisherman catching 940 pike, 

by angling, "ranging from as high as 1.6 lbs weight", which he sold for 4«f/lb. 

November 14, 1876: 

- Salmon fry have been placed in Saugeen River,.on two separate occasions, 
by one Mr. Wiimot to evaluate whether the River is suitable as spawning 
ground for salmon. 

- several salmon seen in that River the previous summer (between Hannover 
and Durham) swimming in a school, weighing about a pound each. 

Mr. J. Murdock, owner of the woollen factory at Paisley and recently retired owne 
of Paisley Advocate Newspaper, sighted about 20 fish near his factory, on the 


November 14, 1876 (Contd..): 


saugeen the previous summer also; supposed to be salmon. 

- good many were seen present year... some people though them to be shad, 
but "as they were exceedingly lively", Murdock guessed they were a younger 
stage of salmon. These salmon were 

"Shaped like black bass, light silvery colour, purple on 
the back, passing to silver white colour on the belly of 
the fish, and they were the most active fish in the water". 

(Seen in May, 1876). 

two (2) large fisl, 5 or 6 lbs each, were seen heading up the Saugeen. 

a dozen of the fish altogether travelled upstream "like a drove of 

suckers" weighing about 3 lbs each, in the latter part of Sept. "STRANGE FISH" 

- record of a catch made of a handsomeshaped fish, about 4"-6" long, 
dark on the back, bright silver colour on the belly, claimed to be 
a young salmon. 

Kerr describes the Saugeen vaguely, and states it is a suitable river 
for the reproduction of salmon. 

- Rocky Saugeen abounds with speckled trout. 

December 4, 1876: 

grappled for and found 75 yds of herring gill net in B. Bay, 

100 herring and 2 pike (alive). 

Page 163: clipping referring to the decreasing numbers of black bass 
above Caledonia and Paris. 

November 18, 1876: 

description of the factories, dam(s) etc. on the banks of the Saugeen, 

(pp.171-181)their pollutants, description of the Saugeen's tributaries. 

January 17, 1876: 

- "large quantities of the miscalled shad: "Herring I believe they are" - 
die, by millions "by a still unknown cause in June of each year. 

(L. Ont., found on lakeshore). 

February 8, 1877: 

- record of "Sciscoes" "young shad" and a "small salmon" caught 6 days 
previously at B. Beach. 

- the small salmon referred to in above record of the same date was about 

6" long,'about \ lb., caught with "the belly out of it" and was gilled 
in the net. 

on that occasion there were 5500 "Sciscoes", 2000Gaspereaux, and said small sa 
("Gaspereaux" is an inferior salt water herring", first discovered at 
Toronto Island, L. Ontario June 10, 1873). 

Gaspereaux presently found in the millions in L. Ontario and in B. Bay 
all year round ... sample sent to Whitcher 3 years previously. 

- Gaspereaux named for Gaspereaux Bay, Newfoundland, where they were found. 

Page 191: newspaper clipping referring to the young shad placed in L. Ontario 
by Mr. Seth Green. 



Page 259: clippings: "Contravention of the Fisheries Act" and 

"Eight millions of whitefish have been hatched at Sandwich 
this season ..." 

Page 263: clippings: "Illegal Spearing" and 

"It is said that the Government will issue no licenses this spring 
for spearing fish in the Bay ..." 

April 28, 1877: 

- Trout gill nets should be lh" and 8" extension measure due to the 
large size fish in L. Ontario. 

- Cisco gill net minimum should be 2.5/8" extension measure. 

- millions of whitefish and salmon trout have grown too large to be 
caught with a 5" regulation mesh. 

May 14, 1877: 

- although the West and North branches of the Credit River are polluted 
with sawdust and mill rubbish, there is an abundance of speckled trout 
in those waters. 

- young boy, fishing with a hook and line above Burlington Paper Mills, 

Credit River, caught a 2 lb salmon, a "beauty" previous week. 

- court case against sawmill owners of Erin Village. 

Page 288: clippings "Salmon Angling" and "Lake Ontario Salmon Fishing", 
both in reference only to limits (and locations). 

May 14, 1877: 

4000 salmon fry to be put in the north branch of the Credit River, 
below the Cataract. 

- 4000 s. fry also to be placed in west branch below Erin Village. 

- 4000 s. fry to be placed in Forks of Credit and another 4000 in the 
Credit below Georgetown, where Standish Creek and Silver Creek (united) 
enter the main branch of the Credit. 

Pages 295-299: report on Saw Mills in the township of Vaughan. 

June 7, 1877: 

- In Pt. Maitland, Ontario fishermen had started fishing using pound nets, 
each net being 60 rods long and had a 30 ft. pot. 

$40 license fee for pound net fishing 

- market presently "glutted with fish" due to the several pounds being fished. 

Page 317: clipping: "... great wuaritities of excellent fish are being 
caught at Port Maitland 

- whitefish sent east 

- spawn of sturgeon sent to Germany for caviare (a profit being made here), 
body of sturgeon sold for 25c each 

- other fish caught are sold at very low prices 

Port Maitland may become "a very lively fish market for this section of Canad 
June 9, 1877: 

trout gill nets being 7, 7 J i and 8" extension measure. 



Page 321: clipping: 


"In consequence of the 
of speckled trout, the 
it is in contemplation 
joint stock company to 
breeding establishment 
city of Hamilton ..." 


great scarcity and high price 
finest pan fish known to epicures, 
of a number of gentlemen to form 
purchase and build a pond and 
as near as practisable to the 


- the trout breeding business is becoming a profitable business on Long 
Island's south shore (USA). 


June 9, 1877: 

- Mr. Wellington Hull had been, for the previous six years, "Breeding, 
raising and peopling the west branch of the River Ct. (Credit) with 
speckled trout", and has proven amazingly successful. 

- Hull had permission to take parent fish from said river in the fall for 
breeding purposes at his Erin Village "Hatchery" 

each year Hull has released thousands of speckled trout fry into the 
west branch of the Credit 


- Kerr visited Hull previous May, found Hull had 5000 speckled trout 
weighing \ lb - 3% lb (the heavier fish being 4-5 years old). 

June 23, 1877: 

- new fish discovered ... a good tasting hard, firm fish somewhat superior 

yet resembling the Ciscoe, numerous on 3. Beach in L. Ontario present summer. 

June 25, 1877: 

- same reference to new fish 


June 22, 1877: 

- Kerr refers to a model of a fishway 

small boys caught 2000 ciscos in a herring seine on B. Beach. 

June 23, 1877: 

- examined higher class (firm, hard) ciscoes caught at B. Beach 
June 23, 1877 (P. 342): 

- description of fishway with respect to the model 
June 29, 1877: 

- whitefish gill nets 5" extension measure minimum 
June 27, 1877: 

- salmon caught at B. Beach weighing 2.3/4 Lb. - one sturgeon, 
about 10 whitefish caught also. 

July 3, 1877: 

- reference to "Creek Herring" being caught (at B. Beach?). 

July 4, 1877: 

white fish run in L. Ontario on Burlington Beach over. 

- many herring close to shore on white fish seining grounds every day 
herring centres )of seines) minimum extension measure 2%" 
whitefish seining not very good 

- abundance of herring caught and sold at Toronto Island, about $100/week 



July 10, 1877: 

- blue black herring presently caught in L. Erie in pound nets are 
infected with living worms seen in die flesh of the back when herring 
is cut open. 

- well known fact that b.b. herring are always filled with worms during 
July and August, especially those caught in Shoal L. Erie water. 

July 9, 1877: 

- Fish Company formed present year in Coilingwood "Leckie and Coy., 

Canada Fish Company" to dispatch whitefish and trout all over 
Canada and U.S. 

- Kerr fears in 3-4 years extensive fishing will "completely fish the 
place out" on the north shore of Georgian Bay. 

July 19, 1877: 

Salmon trout gill net not less than 5" extension measure 

- Herring gill net not less than 3" (mesh) extension measure 

July 23, 1877: 

- Cisco gill net not less than 2k" mesh 

August 1, 1877: 

- complaint against a few fishermen of Niagara for putting fish guts and 
offals in Niagara River 

August 6, 1877: 

- centre of whitefish seine not less than 3" extension measure 

August 8, 1877: 

- fisherman caught a 13" long salmon in the Credit River, also saw several 
small salmon dead in said river during a freshet, after the water went 
down. These smaller fish (about 2" long) drifted onto "the flats” 

August 13, 1877: 

- names and addresses of mill owners who were required to build fishways 
in their Mill Dams (on the Credit River) 

- man appointed to "clean out the small creek that runs from the main branch, 
commencing near the bridge of Main Road and that enters the Main Branch again 
below his (man appointed) dam ..." (Meadowvale re: Credit River). 

August 17, 1877: 

- large quantities of fish found dead at Dundas Creek due to chemicals and 
other poisonous matter running into the water from the Paper Mill, Glue 
Works, Cotton Factory dye works and the Gas Works (where the gas meter 
"was run off into the Dundas Creek") 

August 13, 1877: 

more names and addresses of mill owners required to build fishways in their 
Mill Dams (on the Credit River) and description of the fishway to be used 
as a model 

August 25, 1877: 

- record of about three dozen speckled trout caught in Shaw's Lake, 
township. Peel County, in close season. 


Caledon 



August 29, 1877: 

sawdust drifting in on B. Beach 

August 25, 1877: 

- close season for speckled trout recommended by J.V7. to last from 
Sept. 15, 1.877 - May 1, 1878. 

- no hook fishing or angling can be done between 6 p.m. Saturday - 
6 a.m. Monday every week in Ontario. 

September 4, 1877: 

- mill owner of Mordans Creek, Dundas, summoned for allowing vitriol, 
lime chloride and dye stuffs into Mordans Creek. 

- case against manager of the Dundas Cotton and Woollen Factory for allowing 
dye stuffs, chemicals and acids to pass into Mordans Creek. 

dye manufacturer prosecuted for allowing lime to enter Mordans Creek through 

underground wooden pipes, as well as from a large, overflowing reservoir 

where lime was kept , ,, 

leading 

manager of the Dundas Gas Works laid a 2" iron pipe (diameter)/from the 
Gasometer Tank to a small creek leading into Mordans Creek which pumped 
(by steam) several thousand gallons of "the poisonous and deleterious 
water, containing ammonia and other deadly substances" into said small 
creek from the Works. Fish in quantity and tame ducks dead as a result. 

- said iron pipe was 120 yards long, approx, and discharged water on grass 
near the creek. The grass was burnt black for about 4 square yards in 
the discharging area. 

September 20, 1877: 

- Kerr reports information given to him regarding thousands of young whitefish 
caught and left rotting on the beach by fishermen at Shoal Pt. 

September 21, 1877: 

- Kerr reports information given to him regarding dye stuffs in the Credit 
River causing the water to turn black and toxic. These stuffs containing 
coperas, creosote, sulphuric acid, lime, chlorate of lime and other dye stuffs. 

September 15, 1877: 

- farmers running lime into the Creek at Dundas 
August 31, 1877: 

- full moon to be Nov. 30th "when the great rush in the spawning, always 
regulated by the full moon, for the spawning of these fish (whitefish 
and salmon trout) will take place". 

September 14, 1877: 

- further reference to the Dundas Gas Light Company and the Gas Tank thereof ... 
great quantities of the dead fish found were in the D'Esjardi.ns Canal and 

B. Bay, .into which Mercian’s Creek empties. 

- From Dundas to B. Bay, Mordun's Creek is about 2 miles long, and normally 
abounds with various kinds of bass, pike, sunfish and "eels" at all times, 
and herring during November. 

The ammonia destroys "vegetable and animal life" 

- Kerr suggests the owner of said company "evaporate it" as 


a solution. 



February 23, 1877: 

record of 50-60 young shad specimens sent to Whitcher (-latter half of 
this page: 2 clippings, one regarding the Islands .and the fishermen 
return from there, the other refers to the pollutants from the 
tanneries of Dundas). 

Page 199: two clippings: one referring to American fishing in Canadian waters, 
the other "Violating the Fishery Laws". 

March 5, 1877: 

pike gill nets should be 4%" extension measure (-bottom of page: 

3 clippings, "The Fisheries" (of Rice Lake), "Fishing on the Bay", and 

"Recent experiments show chat it takes about 
thirteen pounds of kidney, liver and similar 
kinds of meat, to produce one pound of fish ..." 

February. 13, 1877: 

a great many young fry "Herring fry principally" have been caught 
and destroyed (for bait) the previous week. These fry are caught 
by hundreds of people, who fish through holes cut in the ice of 
Toronto Bay for perch fishing, in about 22' of water. 

March 12, 1877: 

- Kerr visited Oil Works at the head of Sherman's Inlet, finding a 
considerable amount of oil in the Inlet. 

great breeding places of pike and various types of bass are in the 
southern parts of the B. Bay (Harvey's Inlet, Lottridges Inlet, 

Gages and Depcios Inlets, Secords Inlet, Jones Inlet, Harris Inlet 
and Big Creek Pond). 

March 13, 1877: 

- previous August, the Silver Star Oil Company etc. began to refine oil at 
head of Sherman's Inlet (see first March 12, 1877). Visit made by Kerr 
revealed drugs, poisonous matter and sulphuric acid passed into the Inlet 
and B. Bay to such a degree that a pike speared in that area was unedible 
due to impregnation of oil. 

Pages 232-235: return of persons who paid $1 for the privilege of spearing 
herring in Dundas Marsh and Burlington Bay during the month of November, 

1876 and from the 1st Jan. to 31 March inclusive (the latter part dated 
Dec. 31, 1877). 

April 12, 1877: (pike gill) 

- description of inlet mouth, and location of nets/set across Loftridges Inlet. 

April 18, 1877: 

one fisherman and his crew "made a clean sweep with a seine, of all the 
inside ponds - thereby catching and killing several hundred young pike 
(fish), bass, perch and sun fish". (presumably ponds referred to are 
on Toronto Island. 

April 23, .1877: 

- Kerr found a pike, a perch, a bass, a sucker and a small cat fish in 

4 small pieces of pike gill net, in 15 mile pond. 



Page 429: clipping referring to the instructions given to fishery officers 
not to enforce whitefish close season on the Detroit river during the 
present season. 


Pages 437-438: newspaper clippings titled as follows" 

"Burlington Bay Fishery/Meeting of Interested Parties" 


VOLUME 8 

- the first 
titles gl 


"The Bay Fisheries" 

"Burlington Bay Fishery" 

"Hamilton/Enforceracnt of the Fishery Laws - 

Scientific Evidence as to Poisoning of Fish - 
Proposed Trout Pond - A Disputed Boat Race - 
County Board Examinations" 

two pages inside the gront cover have clippings of the following 
ued onto them: 



Niagara Phenomenon/An Unprededented Migration of Minnows from Lake Ontar 
'"'The Fish Hatchery" (pertaining to that of Sandwich, Ont.) 

'“'"Shad in Lake Ontario" (Seth Green caught a 5% lb shad in L. Ontario ...) 
"River Fisheries" (a letter to the editor of the Globe 
"Correspondence/Canadian salmon in England (a letter to the editor 
of the Daily Citizen, dated Nov. 28, 1879). 

"Fish Propagation" (further reference to Seth Green) 


October 13, 1877: 

- 200 speckled trout illegally caught in Caledon 
October 11, 1877 : 

- Kerr doubts any salmon will spawn in Hyland Creek due to its closed mouth 


October 10, 1877: 

impossible for salmon to ascend Lyon's Creek to the rapids and spawning 
grounds due to two bogs, which have settled down on the bottom of the creek. 


October 22, 1877: 

- no salmon reported to be in Lynds Creek the previous fall 


- no salmon yet seen on the rapids or spawning beds of Duffin's Creek . 
low water 


- a few parent salmon found in the Rouge, and at the mouth of the Rouge in 
L. Ontario previous year 

- full moon this night 

- Kerr requests parent salmon be sent from the Government Fish Breeding 
Establishment in Newcastle to the Rouge, Humber and Credit Rivers to spawn 


October 24, 1877: 

- Duffins Creek contains one known salmon bed 


- salmon entered creek on 19th Oct. 

October 25, 1877: 

- more beds in Duffins Creek 

October 29, 1S77: 

- history and description of beach on Niagara River 
November 6, 1877: 

- Kerr predicts run of salmon in Duffins Creek very slim the present year. 



February 1, 1878: 

trouc sell to fish merchant in Toronto for 7c/lb, who, in turn, 
sells them for 10c - 12c/lb. • 

March 8, 1878: 

farmers fish in the Credit River every spring for suckers and mullets 
for their own use (with permission) 

Page 63 - clipping: "Fish Spearing" with regard to pike 

March 22, 1878: 

- a fisherman, seine jauLing for herring, caught an 8% lb salmon in the 
Niagara River 

had been 40 years (almost) since a salmon had been caught at Niagara 
salmon finally made their appearance in the upper waters of L. Ontario 

- the salmon caught was a splendid "chunkev - pretty fish" 

March 26, 1878: 

- report of speckled bass caught in Cages Inlet. 

March 29, 1878: 

- man from the Sandwich Fish Breeding Establishment (on Detroit River) 
arrived in Hamilton with 16 cases of white fish fry for B. Bay. 

March 30, 1878: 

- the cases of fry (immediately previous to this date) contained 2 million 
fry in good condition 

fry "taken out" in a boat and dumped in "good water" 

- "already splendid magnificent whitefish in B. Bay" 

April 8, 1878: 

- Kerr met with Mr. S. Nevin of the Sandwich Breeding Establishment, 
in Toronto. Nevin brought with him 15 tin pails of white fish fry 
(500,000) to put in L. Ontario in Humber Bay above the Butts in front 
of the Garrison Common.. 

April 18, 1878: 

- fishermen request licence to spear eels 
April 20, 1878: 

- spearing terminated in Dundas March 

"I don't believe it is quite right to open up spearing under the head of 
eels until at least the close season for bass is closed, after the 
15th of June next" 

- close season for pickerel: April 15-May 15 

Page 103: clipping: "Burlington Bay Fisheries" 

Page 104: clippings: "Fishing in Burlington Bay" 

"Burlington Bay and the Fishery Regulations" 

fishermen catch bait herring in their gill nets when the ice forms 
on the Niagara River. 


April 17, 1875: 


r 



May 22, 1378: 

- Kerr net Nevin again in Toronto. Nevin had with him 10,000 salmon fry 
for the Humber 

bottom of page - three clippings: 

"Salmon Fry" (legal record of Kerr meeting Nevin, and fry concerned) 

"Had Better Pay Up" (Licenses) 

May 28, 1878: 

- fisherman at Queenston caught one bass and had seen small whitefish in 
possession of a fish "pedlar" 

May 30, 1873: 

fisherman caught 27 bass in close season at Point Albina Bay, on Lake Erie 
June 10, 1878: 

- small whitefish caught off Toronto Island illegally 

Page 128 - two clippings" "Europe" (pertaining to the sale of the Island of 

St. Bartholomew) 

"The Halifax Fishery Award/The London "Times" 
on the American Appeal to England" 

June 24, 1878: 

- Kerr obtained information regarding the catching, killing and selling of 
small whitefish in either Frenchman's Bay, Toronto or Pt. Union 

(re 10 fishermen) 

June 25, 1878: 

- charge laid against Scarboro and Pickering fishermen for catching and 
killing small whitefish and salmon with illegal seines in L. Ontario 

July 1, 1878: 

- Kerr recommends that all seine hauling be terminated during the month 
of June as young whitefish are so numerous 

July i, 1378: 

reference to the size of illegal white fish seines 

- whitefish caught sold for a low 15<:/dozen 

- reference to two male salmon caught (where?) on the 14th or 15th June 
being 10^5 lbs each, and sold for $1.10 each. 

"There is no use in stocking Lake Ontario with white fish fry, 
and with salmon fry, and have them all caught up in June, with 
illegal seines. - Small white fish have been more numerous last 
summer and this, during the month of June than I have ever seen 
them before ..." 

And Kerr continues to apply to Ottawa 
for the protection of these fishes. 

July 4, 1878: 

- fish dealer at Hamilton had in his possession speckled trout (some weighing 
more than a pound) caught with a small gill net ... in Collingwood. 

August 22, 1873: 

- Kerr found about 65 young whitefish in a stall at Hamilton Market 



August 28, 1878: 

- Kerr recommends that (1) no seining be allowed any more during June and 
July, and that present permission be cancelled, for the sake of the young 
whitefish, and (2) herring gill nets not be fished during June, July and 
August, in Ontario... gill net fishing during those months being then 
confined to salmon trout and whitefish only. 

- "splendid" whitefish caught in front of the. townships of Saltfleet, 

Grimsby and Chuben?; in L. Ontario, in gill nets of 5" = 6V' extension raeasur 

August 30, 1878: 

- young man drowned in B. Bay ... dynamite used to raise the body to the 
surface also killed a quantity of fish. 

September 4, 1878: 

- another drowning - B. Bay, east Flamboro, near Willow Pt. (this one suicide), 
dynamite used marred the body ... also stunned a whole school of whitefish 
fry who were swimming in that locality at that time ... also two large 
bass, which were carted off 

September 27, 1878: 

- Kerr found large number of adult herring floating down Niagara River, 
heard they were killed by explosives used at Slusher, New York. Kerr 
decided that these herring were dead as a result of being freed from 
pound nets in L. Erie (some dead, others nearly dead) in strong south¬ 
westerly winds which carried them to the current of the Niagara River. 

October 10, 1878: 

- Kerr got 5 whitefish, 2 trout and a pickerel at Windsor 

October 24, 1878: 

- Kerr recommends that herring and pike spearing in B. Bay and Dundas Marsh 
be changed to Nov. 15 - Dec. 15 instead of Nov. 10. 

- pike and bass spearing starts Jan. 1 or as soon as the ice forms, to 
April 20. 

- net fishing strictly prohibited 

October 31, 1878: 

- five salmon seen in Credit River 

October 29, 1878: 

close season for whitefish and salmon Nov. 1-10 inclusive 

November 6, 1878: 

- salmon had been up Lyons and Duffin's creeks in great abundance 
(about 120, 50 beds) large fish ... only 2 pair remained under the 
tumbling dam 

November 4, 1878: 

herring spearing Nov. 15-Dec. 15. 

November 12, 1878: 

a single spawning salmon caught in Credit River 

another salmon reported caught and a third reported crushed in a millwheel 
a salmon shot, another caught eontainint 2500 eggs 

10 lb salmon caught 

November 15, 1878: 

- Kerr found 33 small white fish amongst the catch of B. Beach fishermen 


All in 
Credit 
River 



November 18, 1878: 

Salmon and salmon beds seen in Twelve Mile Creek, about Shaw's Mill 
and at the dam above the Railway Bridge. 

Novembe r 13, 187 8: 

- good many large salmon seen in Credit River below Springfield 

female salmon found with 2500 eggs therein, previously mentioned, was 
only a piece of the fish 10" long, including the head, but weighed 
8 lbs when caught (after being cleaned). 


November 16, 1878: 

- young whitefish caught (33 in number), (see Nov. 15, 1878) captured in 
2k" mesh extension measure herring gill net. 

November 21, 1878: 

- fisherman at Niagara caught 86 herring, 18 whitefish, a catfish and suckers. 
November 23, 1878: 

- no seines under 3" mesh permitted for herring fishing 

Between pages 176-177: clipping "The Annual Meeting of the Fish and Game 

Protective Association: 

November 26, 1878: 

- whitefish gill nets should 

November 29, 1878: 

herring fishing in Niagara 

December 14, 1378: 

very large salmon leaped over Gooderhams Dam, Streetsville, Credit River, 
December 12, another seen farther up the River, on the tdge of the River 
"apparently faded out". 


be 5" mesh extension measure 

River at Queenston very good present fall. 


December 17, 1873: 

- no.small whitefish being accidentally caught in cisco gill nets 


December 16, 1878: 

- need for fishways in Mill Dams in salmon creeks as salmon swam far up 
these creeks to where the dams barred their passage. 

Page 193: clippings - "Fishing Without License" 

"Ilow He Fell" 

Page 197: clipping - "The Fishing Act" 


December 14, 1878: 

- Kerr had hoy who caught 
Nov. 13, 1878 and Nov. 
found the fish floating 
accompanied by what was 
larger fish struck with 
creek, (with his hands) 


the female salmon of 10 lbs, previously mention 
12, 1878, brought before him ... boy claimed he 
on the surface of the water in the Credit River 
supposed to be a 3 lb grisle. Grisle swam away 
a stone by the boy, and when Lifted from the 
a quantity of "ripe" eggs ran out of the fish. 


ed 


January 21, 1879: 

- Fish dealer in Hamilton received 110 lbs of speckled t 
fish dealer of Montreal ... 

fish were very small, taking 12 to weigh one pound. 



rout from another 



January 27, 1879: 

abundance of smelts, tommy cods, haddock, and cod fish for sale 
in Hamilton Market. 

In depth report of the Jan. 21, 1879 speckled trout issue 
October 28, .1.878: 

1 - Niagara River good nursery for L. Erie, as well as a good breeding place. 

Fishermen "who, in fishing for the Buffalo Market for pike, pickerel, 
sturgeon, destroy and use up the young fish by millions, as bait to 
catch the large fish named". 

February 5, 1879: 

several large salmon were seen at the Dam, above the Railway Bridge, and 
two large fish were caught (in 12 Mile Creek) previous fall. 

February 24, 1879: 

several large and small muskinonge are caught in the Grand River in the 
early part of each year ... Kerr wants to send some to Ottawa. 

March 7, 1879: 

- Kerr wants to get about one hundred black or green bass 
March 10, 1879: 

- wants trout and whitefish for Ottawa. 

March 12, 1879: 

- 100 (salmon) trout caught at either Pt. Credit, the {lumber, or 
Toronto Island. 

March 17, 1879: 

L. Huron fishermen get 6c a piece for catching fish. Toronto Island 
fishermen get 7c. Toronto fisherman gets equally profitable sales from 
whitefish, pike, herring, suckers, mullets, frost fish. 

March 14, 1879: 

reference to Annual Report (?) ... whitefish take small in comparison 
with previous years, seine fishing for whitefish slim ... although 
whitefish more numerous than ever before. 

between Point Abino and Wind Mill Point, in the township of Bertie, 
on L. Erie, few whitefish found ... pickerel, sturgeon, herring and 
bass being the principal fish there. 

"The only legitimate net for to catch, kill or take whitefish is a 
5 or 5h inch gill net mesh, extension measure" 

March 22, 1879: 

- New tariff: "fresh fish, coming from the inland waters and lakes, 

of the United States of America into Canada, is to pay lc/lb custom duties" 

I - fish caught in U.S. side of Niagara River and brought over to Queenston 
to be sold in Canada have L7hC entry fee. 

March 25, 1879: 

record of a cisco haul (about 300 fish) (and a few whitefish) in B. Bay. 
March 2 9, 1879: 

- Kerr predicts that the salmon run will be good the upcoming spring in 
the. Credit, due to its "pure, clear, clean state". 

March 26, 1879: 

- Description of Kerr's chosen spot for a new risli breeding hatchery 



A 


May j.O, 1879: 

Seven (7) marshes in the [lumber ''between the railway bridge, 

Lake Ontario (shore) and the Dundas Street, 'Howlan’a Mills’". 

all marshes are "River Marshes", that is, part of the river 

- water in Humber and Lake low, thus only three marshes fished with 
pike gill nets. 

description of one particular marsh 
May 17, 1879: 

- Kerr applies to the Department for 20,000 salmon fry ("to be deposited 
/ in the Niagara River at Queenston") and 2,000,000 white fish fry 

("to be deposited in the Niagara River and Niagara Town"). 

seine hauling at Niagara in L. Ontario was a success 

large quantities of whitefish (averaging 1 - 5-2 lbs weight) 

also large quantities of good quality herring caught present season 

one fisherman caught 4 salmon while seine hauling for whitefish 
earlier present month 


\ 


permission requested to catch about 120 live black, white, speckled, 
green and rock bass to stock a pond at Milton, Halton Country. 


May 19, 1879: 

- Kerr feels whitefish will be numerous in the upcoming months of 
June and July ... (close season) ... at B. Beach in L. Ontario 

May 21, 1879: 

sizeable amount of whitefish and perch caught in L. Ontario with 
a herring seine 

May 30, 1879: 

- whitefish gill net, minimum mesh 5" extension measure 
May 31, 1879: 

- contents of Tannery vats runs into small stream nearby, which flows 
into the River Thames, where thousands of fish named in the Fisheries 
Act are destroyed (Woodstock) 

- Kerr warns tannery about the $100 fine involved 

Page 299: clipping - details on the government fish breeding establishment 
at Bedford Basin (Halifax) two or three years previously 

June 2, 1879: 

- close season for bass and pickerel April 15-May 15. 

- Brantford, on Grand River - spearing with Jack lights carried on, 
as well as netting, at night and bass and pickerel had been caught 

May 30, 1879: 

Kerr asks for whitefish fry (see May 17, 1879) so that the L. Erie and 
L. Ontario whitefish could intermingle. 

- whitefish fishing better than it had been for a long time, thousands 
of fish/haul, selling at $2/100 fish. 



Hay 30, 1379: 

Kerr met Mr. Wilmot and Mr. Barber, from the Newcastle Government 
Fish Breeding Establishment, who brought with them 4 large pails of 
salmon fry (in excellent condition). Deposited said fry in the 
Humber at Lambton Village on the Dundas Street. 

June 14, 1879: 

bass fishing excellent during present season in the Niagara River 
I (at Niagara Town, near the U.S. Fort), but were not spawned out. 

seven black bass caught and cleaned had spawn "perfect" still in them ... 
won't finish spawning until July. 

Page 311: clipping - Dundas bay, trolling for pike in the Bay, near 

Carroll's Point pulled in a 43" long, 18" round, 25 .lb muskinonge. 

June 14, 1879: 

Niagara gill net fishermen fishing in US waters of L. Ontario with 
herring and pickerel gill nets (3" mesh extension measure), catching blue 
back herring, perch, pickerel and a lot of young whitefish. 

June 18, 1879: 

last big salmon caught 40 years ago in the Niagara River, way up by the flats 
June 21, 1879: 

- seining at B. beach does not start until "the Niagara take closes". 

- Mr. W.E. Sanford, Clothier-President: of the Reform Association of 
Hamilton; John Smith, Emigrant Agent and Henry Binkley of Ancaster, 
all made a fuss about the numbers of small whitefish being caught 
in Lake Ontario and off B. Beach. 


- Mr. Wilmot (as of his Annual Report) deposited 1,750,000 whitefish 
fry in L. Ontario by 31 Dec. 1876. 


Kerr claims there were, at present, minimum of 100,000,000 young 
maturing whitefish in his division of L. Ontario. 

thousands of ciscos, about 7" long, "have been driven up L. Ontario, 
floating on the water and bloated up, during the early part of tiiis week". 

- evidently these ciscos had been caught "someplace down east" and were 
thrown back too late and were driven up the lake during a storm. 


July 2, 1879: 

- "White fish feed and prey upon small minnows and fry", as several 

whitefish have been caught on hooks baited with minnows for the purpose 
of catching herring. 


several hundreds whitefish caught were found to have their stomachs 
filled with small minnows, small fry, etc. (between May 24 and June 10) 
in Niagara River, near the Old Fort, Town of Niagara. 


thus established that whitefish food is not limited L.o small shell fish, 
shrimp, and lake vegetables. 


Page 330: clipping "Niagara Fishery” 
catching good Lake fish.) 


(emphasizing success of fishermen. 
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Page 3'J.tf clipping "A new fish, which is like a "shad of the herring species" 
has been observed during the last two years in the waters of Lake Ontario 
and the St. Lawrence ..." 

- good, palatable fish, 6"-8" long, appear in numbers in winter as well 

Page 333: Copy of notice to Burlington Beach fishermen, warning them to stop 
the over-fishing of whitefish, as they are not profitable for selling 

Page 339: herring and cisco gill nets for L. Ontario, B. beach minimum mesh 
lV, or 2%" mesh extension measure. 

- herring seines, measure same as gill nets, but not to exceed 250 yards 
in length. 

- whitefish seine minimum mesh 2" square. 

July 28, 1879: 

- whitefish seines minimum 4" (mesh) extension measure. 

- whitefish numerous, herring and cisco less so, thus reason for 
fixing standard net size for the latter. 

further small reference to new hatchery to be established in Block A, 
on Collingwood and Rykert Streets (at Niagara or Hamilton?) 

July 29, 1879: 

/ - 600 whitefish caught in U.S. Lake Ontario with 3" mesh herring gill net, 

landed in Niagara previous Friday. 

- 200 whitefish caught same way, same place 4 days previously. 

August 1, 1879: 

- two small salmon caught in a whitefish seine at either Port Credit, 
Clarkson's Corners or Hamilton. 

August 4, 1879: 

- 16 salmon trout and a whitefish caught at Winona. 

August 7, 1879: 

- reference to a clipping regarding small dead fish floating in L. Ontario 
(see June 21, 1379). 

- millions of fry killed previous spring (swept over Niagara Falls by a 

/ late flow of ice ... from L. Erie, down Niagara River to L. Ontario) 

V these fry seen dead on the shores of the Niagara River as far as Niagara 
town in millions: sturgeon, mullecs, suckers and pickerel all killed 
when coming over the Falls. 

Kerr feels no relationship between present dead herring and previous 
spring's Falls incident. 

August 6, 1879: 

- small white fish and inferior shad (Alewives), besides ciscos (reported) 
June 21, 1879) floating dead in L. Ontario. 

"S'nad, or Alewives , Gaspereau die by thousands every year ... "but cisco 
and small whitefish only started dying recently Kerr's belief 

that these fish come over the Falls and never fully recover from the shock 


August 28, 1879: 

- two white fish from Winona to be stuffed for the Ottawa Exhibition 
August 30, 1879: 

- request fo.r permission to catch speckled trout to obtain spawn to 
restock Lacey’s hatchery in Hillsboro. 

bottom of page - clipping referring to regulations regarding fishing 
for salmon trout, Lake trout and whitefish. 

September 6, 1879: 

- Kerr expects salmon, in abundance, to appear near the mouths of the 
12 and .16 (mile creeks?) due to lively wind. 

September 29, 1879: 

Salmon creeks in Kerr's division: "Lynd's or Lyons Creek, the Rouge, 

Duffins Creek, inland Creek, the Humber, Credit River, about Streetsville, 
Meadowvale and Springfield." 

- Page 375 - reference to fishermen killing eels, bass and other fish in 
contravention of the Fisheries Act, etc. etc. Aug. 17, 1879 (in Toronto). 

- bottom of page - clipping "Illegal Fishing" 

August 29, 1879: 

- with reference to dead and floating shad ... bloat up, burst, sink 
and rot away. 

- Kerr suggests two causes: 

1. Salt water fish, inferior shad known as alewivcs or Gaspereaux, 
after finding their way into fresh water L. Ontario become confused 
and unable to reach salt water again; or 

2. shad, alewives or gaspereaux go up freshwater streams to spawn 
(like salmon) and then should return to the sea again (like salmon) 
annually, but since they don't or could not find the sea they remain 
in L. Ontario and die. 

- upon examination of several of the dead fish (about 8" long) Kerr 
decided they died of starvation. 

September 12, 1879: 

Kerr "keeps" 2 trout weighing i5 lbs each. 

November 1, 1879: 

- record and clipping regarding seizure of 150 lbs of whitefish and trout 
(at Hamilton Market?), it being close season 

November 4, 1379: 

- record of seizure of 39 salmon trout and one whitefish, it being 
close season 

October 31, 1879: 

Herring population lowest, and slimmest take of these fish by gill, net 
fishermen in 15 years. 

- herring was principle, food of salmon in L. Ontario, and as they number 
so few on the shoreline, salmon have Little reason to approach the beach 
themselves during the summer months. 

- bottom of page - clipping: "Illegal Sale of Fish" 

"Fishing without License" 



November 7, 1879: 

- record of fishermen catching and killing 14 bushel baskets full of 
catfish, sunfish and bass with a small seine, in L. Ontario at the 
mouth of the Twenty Mile Creek ((Louth township, Lincoln County). 

November 11, 1879: 

Duffin's Creek history states that salmon just enter the creek to spawn, 
from the Lake, and remain there for a short length of time (perhaps due 
to fatigue) before moving on 

- seven beds in Baffin's Creek, one fine salmon spotted. 

November 17, 1879: 

- two more salmon beds in Duffin’s Creek 

Page 401: due to heavy rain salmon should appear in abundance present season. 

November 17, 1879: 

- "plenty of salmon in Duffin’s Creek" 

November 19, 1879: 

- smoked eels hung up on a long iron and on a stick with nails in it. 

- eel skins and eels seized, woman fined. 

- boy claimed eels were caught by a long line with hooks on it 

December 2, 1879: 

- "There is no objection whatever, in allowing eels, to be caught under 
proper licenses, from the Department in the River Credit, as theydevour 
salmon and bass eggs, and the fry of these and other valuable fishes, 
being very numerous in the River Credit". 

- eels caught in box traps 

December 19, 1879: 

- two salmon caught previous spring at Springfield by sucker and mullet 
fishermen. 

December 22, 1879: 

- Mr. Hutton, Huttonville and Kenneth Chisholm, MPP, saw mill owners, 
allowed sawdust into Credit River. 

Page 421: - "McGwynne vs. Jones" (fishery case where the subject of ownership 

of lakewaters arose). 

January 2, 1880: 

- Freezer trout: a mixture of sea and speckled trout. 

specific reference here to chose freezer trout in the possession of a 
Toronto man, fish being long caught with bellies yellow and decaying. 

- close season for speckled trout sane in Quebec as in Ontario 

December 31, 1879: 

- 199 lbs of speckled trout seized in Bathurst ... taken during close season. 

December 16, 1879: 

- reference to hoop nets in Brighton? 
catfish sell for 7c/Ib. 


Ontario 



January 9, 1880: 

- further reference to freezer trout (see Jan. 2, 1880) 

- Kerr did not find any milt on eggs in said trout 

- identified as sea trout 
January 22, 1880: 

fisherman fishing hoop nets in Ashbridges Bay, injuring angling there. 
Rage 443 - torn out 

End of Book 8 



January 9, 1880: 

- further reference to freezer trout (see Jan. 2, 1880) 

- Kerr did not find any milt on eggs in said trout 

- identified as sea trout 
January 22, 1380: 

- fisherman fishing hoop nets in Ashbridges Bay, Injuring angling there 
Page 443- - torn out 


End of Book 8 




Note: Overseer from 1364-1888 


Volume If 9 

- glued to the inside front cover, and the following 4 pages are 
clippings with the following titles, etc. 

"Those interested in the artificial propagation of fish have 
an opportunity just now of seeing operations in full working order at 
Mr. Frank Buckland's Museum at South Kensington ..." 

"The Fishery Report" 

"llanlan at Ottawa" 

"Fishermen Laugh At The Law" 

"The Use of Dynamite" 

"A Fish caught in a boy's ear (The terrible agony that a minnow 
caused a Pennsylvania lad" 

"County Finances" 

"The Late Spring/Comparative review of late springs during the 
last twenty-two years - three feet of snow in Lobo - Frost in 
all the Southern States - Damage to fruit, vegetables and cotton" 
"Miscellaneous/Salmon Fishing in Canada" 

"Salmon Fishing in Canada" 

"The Fishery Outrage/A Pilot who saw the Poaching - fishermen attacke. 
"A Fishy Question" 

"Illegal Fishing" 

"Public Attention is directed to the following provisions of the 
Fishery Laws in the Province of Ontario" 

"The New Fish" 

■"The heavy catches of fish reported recently in the vicinity of 
Niagara..." 

"Dog and Gun/Opening of the Shooting Season" 

"The announcement that the distress in Ireland is over will be 
hailed with satisfaction the world over ..." 

"The Windsor "Record" says: "Winter operations at the Sandwich 
hatchery are now in full swing ... 

"Starving Fish/The Lake Shore strewed with the Dead and Dying - 
Why the little alewives succomb" 

"That Fishery Award/Alleged Falsification of the Dominion Figures" 

"How He Fell" (Kerr cracks Toronto Bay ice for h mile) 

"Wentworth County Council/First Meeting of 1880 - Mr. Thos. Stock 
Re-elected Warden/Relief for Ireland. 

"The thanks of all sportsmen are due to Colonel Drayson for what 
he did in this matter ..." (instance where proper regulations 
are needed with reference to nets and fixed engines) 

"Successful Fishing" 

"Prosperity Creates Jealousy" 

"The herring fishery on the east coast of Scotland is so far the 
most successful on record ..." 

"Salmon are reported plenty in the upper waters of th^.Kennebecassis . . 
"The game laws of this province ..." ^ 

"Dredging in the Lake of Tiberias" 

"Fraser River Salmon/British Columbia's Inexhaustible Fish Supply" 

"For the past three years the catch of whitefish in Lake Michigan 
have been small ..." 

"The season for salmon net fishing at the Tweed just closed 
has been the worst ever known ..." 

"Catching Canadian Eels/The Fisheries of the St. Lawrence River" 



Vol. #9 


Commencing Page 1. 

January 23, 1880: 

suckers hauled for on the east side of Hanlan's Point, Toronto Bay 

- seine hauling for suckers on the west side of Hanlan's Pt. very good 
during sucker season. 

January 24, 1880: 

- Toronto is a magnificent fish market 
February 2, 1880: 

- Fisherman granted permission to fish 4 hoop nets in Ashbridges Bay, 

L. Ontario for the purpose of catching catfish. 

- hoop net extension measure 2k" (mesh) 

February 5, 1880: 

- Hanlan's Pt. landing place for fishermen of Toronto Island 
February 9, 1880: 

- 10p on the American dollar (= Canadian dollar) 

January 31, 1880: 

seine hauling immediat.ely west of the Humber in L. Ontario for rough fish 

Page 10: clipping - "Communications/Speckled Trout" (letter to the editor of 

"The Mail" filing complaint against fisheries overseer 
for failing to curb illegal fishing). 

Between pages 10-11: clipping - "The Great Fire Engine Fizzle/Or a Tempest in 

a Teapot and what came of it - by our Poet Lariat" 

Page 11: - clipping "Seine Fishing" (letter to the Editor) 

February 16, 1880: 

- ciscos of L. Ontario (B. Beach) "are afflicted from some injurious cause" 
as they are thin (lean) and in bad condition 

- fishermen call them "regular races", which means high in bone, low in flesh 

- Kerr supposes it to be starvation, as the shrimp-like insect food is 
rarely found in the nets anymore 

- blue back herring is always in good condition, even when caught in the 
same nets as the ciscos 

February L9, 1880: 

- description of a Steam Saw Mill, a grist mill, and the dam concerned 
(built in 1798), Lot #193, Military Reserve, Township of Niagara 

- the mill pond is about 20 acres of x^ater, contains innumerable black 

bass, speckled bass, pike, perch, sunfish, mullets, catfish, suckers and eel 

February 24, 1880: 

- Kerr recommends reduction in size of cisco and herring gill nets to 
lk" and 1.1/8" mesh because of the number of cisco and shad that have 
died. Reducing net size would also reduce fishing (caught) however 
it would keep fishing profitable. 


BEK 


March 3, 1380: 

- certain waters and marshlands in B. Bay, in township of Barton, 
to be set aside for the artificial propagation of fish. 

Between pages 42-43: clipping - "The Provincial Exhibition" 

Page 49: clipping - "Communications/Speckled Trout" (letter to the editor 

of "The Mail" regarding previous letter (see page .10) 
of the same title. 

March 9, 1880: 

Spearing in B. Bay so far unsuccessful 
Cisco gill net fishing very slim 


March 10, 1880: 

Kerr finds gilled pike in possession of a fish stall owner, Hamilton, 
with gill net marks on them. 


March 12, 1880: 

- fish referred to previously (see March 10, 1880) numbered about 30. 

Page 59: clipping - "Fishermen" (record of a meeting held amongst fishermen 

on the Beach, discussion Kerr) 


Page 61: - clipping "Angling Extraordinaty" (To men, fishing in the (River) 

at Galt (Little Creek) caught a minimum of 1800 8" 
long trout) 

Page 63: clippings - "Fishing Question" (court case ... nothing particular) 

"Miscellaneous" (further report on meeting - see page 59). 

March 26, 1880: 

- reports of scarcity of fish in B. Bay untrue ... whitefish, herring, 
various kinds of bass, mullets, suckers, some pickerel, salmon and 
salmon trout are in great quantity ... the "enemy", pike, in great 
numbers there too. 


- "It is always most desirable to get rid of the pike in a legal way" 

Page 67: clipping - "Toadies" (some comical verbal caricature ...) 

March 31, 1880: 

- Kerr finds two pieces of pike gill net in Harris Inlet, are in Shents 
Cove, one across the creek ... B. Bay containing a number of speckled 
bass and 8 pike gilled therein. 

March 25, 1880: 

- no hoop nets should be licensed to fish mud cats or bullheads in 
Toronto Bay. 

- Toronto Bay is 3 miles long from the west point "made land" to the 
Don (Where the swing bridge originally stood.) From Meads Hotel 

"south" to the wharfs of the City of Toronto, directly, is 1.7/3 miles. 

March 29, 1880: 

ciscos, some herring and perch, great abundance of shad seen floating 
in L. Ontario, dying of some unknown disease. 

April 1, 1880: 

at Harris Inlet, Ghents Cove, near the Hamilton and Northwest Railway* 
Bridge in B. Bay, Saltfleet township, found five pieces of pike gill 
net containing 3 pike and 11 speckled .bass (500 yds of net). 

March 25, 1880: 

"There are quite a number of small pan fish, whom nature has designed ... 


March 25, 1830 (Contd...): 


shall never grow large ...rock bass, speckled bass, blue sunfish, 
speckled sunfish, perch, mud cats, black suckers, shiners, chub ..." 

Page 79: clipping - "Comic Relief ... an Irish joke!" 

Page 80: clipping - "The Beach Fishermen/Storray Meeting at John Pynes'" 
April 15, 1380: 

- close season for bass to commence April 16. 

April 17, 1880: 

- 15 pike caught in Stoney Creek Pond 

- bottom of page - clippings: "Port Dalhousie (the great popularity of 

fishing there) 

"Fish Culture" (Kerr deposits colony of bass 
in a lake near Milton) 

- two pieces of pike gill net at Harris Bay, containing one pike, one 
sucker and a speckled bass 

Between pages 84-85: clipping - "Victoria Mutual Fire Insurance Company" 


April 21, 1880: 

- two ponds (20 acres), connected by 16 Mile Creek, in the 2nd Concession, 
township of Trafalgar, Halton County, set aside for natural or artificial 
propagation of fish 

- Kerr deposited 32 living parent bass in ponds 

Between pages 88-89: clipping - "The Fishery Award/Mr. Witcher’s Report on 

Prof. Hind’s charges" 

Between pages 90-91: clipping - "There is an extraordinary rush of striped bass 

up the Hudson" (weighing from 5-25 lbs). 

May 8 and 12, 1880: 

- application by a general merciiant of Acton, Ontario, for 5 live bass to 
stock a pond in his locality. 

Page 103: clipping - "Notes and comments" \(The Civil Service guillotine ...) 

Page 104: clippings - "Fishery Cases", "A Wasp's Strategy", "Dear Birds/ 

A Salutary Warning to Pot Hunters" (record of a 
meeting regarding the conduct of Kerr)."Springfield 
Mass., Jan. 30 - Parnell was speaking here tonight" 

Page 107: top left hand corner ... squashed bug still identifiable. 

June 3, 1880: 

- 18 whitefish caught with 3" mesh 
June 21, 1830: 

- Seine hauling for whitefish at Toronto and Toronto Island good. 

Between pages 134-135: clipping - "Canadian Salmon Fishing" (letter to the 

Editor of "The Mail") 

June 28, 1880: 

j - no whitefish found between one mile pond and Stony Point (distance of about 
' one mile, in township of Niagara). 


previous 

(usual) 

annual 

procedure 


Page 137: clippings - "A Beach Matter/Interference with City Improvements - 

The Government Refuse a Request", Report of the 
Parks Committee. 

"The Beach Fishernen/Stormy Meeting at John Dyne's". 

Page 1/(1: clippings (one liner's) - "The Canadian fisheries promise to 

prove this year more than usually prosperous". 
"Record catch in Richibucto, N.B." 

July 31, 1880: 

- 150 whitefish caught in gill nets 

July 26, 1880: 

Salmon trout and whitefish gill nets minimum extension measure 5" 

\ July 29, 1880: 

A - line set in Niagara River for eels. 


August 2, 1880: 

white fish caught in herring gill nets were buried-in the sand at 
.Kennedy's Hollow until a fish 'pedlar' dug them up and sold them. 


Aug. 5, 1880: 

- white fish seine hauling on B. Beach, L. Ontario very good present 
season, up to this date, due to Kerr's prohibiting the use of herring 
seines and other types of gill nets until whitefish seining terminated. 

"no Herring Seine, nor Herring nor whitefish gill nets shall be set 
nor fished on, behind nor within 2 miles of any of the whitefish seine 
hauling grounds on B. Beach, in Lake Ontario at any time." 

( - Herring gill nets first nets set out, driving whitefish ax^ay (set out 

first every year). 

^ - then herring seines caught more whitefish illegally 

( - then legal whitefish seine fishing 

| - herring seine fished again 

( - herring and xdiitefish gill nets fished at back of seine hauling ground 

£ - finishing off season, herring gill nets set from the lakeshore on 
. whitefish seine hauling grounds (when herring are on their way to 
spaxjning grounds.) 

- xxrhitef ish numerous nox/, prices loxj 



Kerr recommends that in order to allow pickerel to mature the pickerel 
gill net fishing should cease at Niagara (from dock in Niagara River up 
to four-mile pond - about 4 miles) unless gill nets increased to 5" 
extension measure 


pickerel have abundance of food (alextfives, etc.) so in 3 years pickerel 
xtfill range from 10-15 lbs each instead of 1-3 lb present weight. 


August 23, 1880: 

54 whitefish caught in 4V extension measure xdiitefish gill net at Winona. 


August 27, 1880: 

- branch of Credit River "that takes its rise in Shaws Lake" abounding 
with speckled trout, catch (although once almost depleted) was stocked 

by Wilmot of Newcastle Fish Breeding Establishment with salmon fry and eggs. 

September 6, 1880: 

- eel boxes being fished in Credit River. 

September 13, 1880: 

- good size, marketable whitefish are many, public has cheap, healthy 
fish available to them. 

October 4, 1880: 

- pickerel, herring, bass, perch and whitefish numerous at Niagara and 
Queenston, therefore good fishing. 

October 11, 1380: 

- close season for whitefish and salmon trout Nov. 1-10 inclusive 
October 2, 1880: 

- if rain heavy and water level rises, parent salmon more likely to enter 
creeks to spawn 

October 25, 1880: 

abundance of fishes in L. Erie, including the surrounding marshes, 
bays, ponds and creeks. 

- Saw log Creek (on the North and Outer Bay, 3 mile^through the marsh 
to Lake Erie ...on the south and deep creek, on the outer bay, \ mile 
from Saw log creek abounded with muskinonge, bass, pike and pickerel. 

waters on outside, surrounding the point have abundance of still 
greater varieties. 

October 26, 1880: 

- several large salmon and 6 beds seen in Duffins creek. 

- first saw two large fish in creek, by tumbling dam on 18th of said month 
November 4, 1880: 

- At Guelph, Puslinch Lake: "beautiful sheet of water and fit for all kinds 
of good fish." 

November 6, 1880: 

spearing for herring, pike, bass, etc., permitted in B. Bay and Dundas 
flarsh from Nov. 15, 1880-April 1, 1831. 

November 12, 1880: 

Puslinch Lake supplied by fresh springs of the gravel and stony sand hills 
surrounding the Lake. 

- further descriptions of lake's immediate area, (shoreline) and bed, islands, 
area (400 acres) )1% miles long ... 7/8th mile wide), streams, bays, etc. 


November 12, 1880: 

said lake suitable for fish ... previously contained bass, sunfish 
and perch ... however several winters previously the water level fell, 
then froze, consequently fish froze and were killed by the thousands. 

- Kerr suggests restocking lake with black, green, rock, speckled, white 
and oswego bass, speckled and blue sunfish, whitefish and herring ... 
no salmon. 

November 18, 1880: 

- reports from previous fall on salmon ... two seen in Credit River on 

26 Sept., 4 more seen a few days later, a large salmon ran through pike 
gill net previous spring. 

November 26, 1880: 

- show of parent salmon in Duffin's Creek very satisfactory during 
spawning season. 

- B. Bay frozen up earlier than previous years. 

- previous year muddy water and rough weather caused herring spearing in 
open water to be bad. 

- herring failed to enter B. Bay before it froze. 

December 4, 1880: 

cisco catch very good at Bronte or Port Credit. 

December 6, 1880: 

clipping: "Mr. W.F. Whiteller. Commissioner of Fisheries for Canada, 
has written a letter on "Fish Slaughter" in which he holds that the 
finny tribe is needlessly sacrificed merely for the sake of sport." 

December 20, 1880: 

s - whitefish haven't been so numerous in L. Ontario, between "Wellington 
^ Square" and Niagara (town) in 15 years. 

December 25, 1880: 

- description of Government Fish Breeding F.st. at Sandwich, Ontario, 
and whitefish eggs. 

- "The Fish formation" - Kerr's report of his perception of the hatching 

of the 6,000,000 eggs laid down in hatching cans there (between Nov.1-8). 

- eggs procured after Nov. 14 show no sign of life although appear healthy. 

- eggs (6,000,000 on the hatching trays) will hatch 90% living fish 

- total no. of eggs 14,000,000 

- 20,000,000 living whitefish fry maturing at Sandwich, too. 

Some reference to increasing efficiency and thus number of eggs hatched 350% 
Between Jan. 1, 1880 and Jan. 3, 1881 - clipping: "Scotch Salmon Fishing". 
January 14, 1881: 

- "Annual Returns of Bouts, Nets, etc. together with the catch yield and 
value of fish ;/ ;he fishermen, etc. in the Hamilton division" during 1880. 


Between January 17, 1881 and Feb. 4, 1881 - clipping" 

"Salmon have been extraordinarily scarce in New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotian waters; so much so that in some localities formerly well 
supplied, none have been seen, and a famine exists for ova for the 
hatcheries." 

February 20, 1881: 

pike gill net 3"-3%" extension measure (mesh) 

February 23, 1881: 

- B. Bay east and south of a direct line from "the end of the board 
fence, between Grant and Harvey's farms, on the bank of the Bay, 
township of Barton, and Martin's wharf on B. Beach", set aside for 
the propagation of fish. 

March 7, 188.1: 

- B. Bay not fit to deposit salmon trout fry in, as none could escape 
to L. Ontario due to the pike, perch and bass in said bay, who feed 
on such fry. 

B. Bay already populated with salmon trout, "even salmon, young salmon 
too, and large white fish." 

- Salmon trout spawn on the reefs in front of Shoal point, west of Whitby, 
in front of Frenchman's Bay in front of the Hilands (Scarboro'), Toronto 
Island, Port Credit, Oakville, Bronte, Winona, Grimsby, 20, 16, 12, 10, 

8 and 6 mile creeks, 4 miles out, and Niagara, j 

March 14, 1881: 

- Kerr requests 10,000 Salmon Trout fry and 10,000 whitefish fry for 
Puslinch Lake. 

April 15, 1881: 

- close season for bass April 15-May 15. 

April 16, 1881: 

- Kerr seized a large basket of pike and speckled bass at B. Beach. 

April 18, 1881: 

- close season for whitefish Nov. 1-10 to be altered to Nov. 19-Dec. 1. 
April 19, 1881: 

- previous day Kerr seized about 100 yds pike gill net with 4 pike and 
a sucker therein, in an inlet of B. Bay. 

May 17, 1881: 

- Pt. Dalhousie fisherman had great success catching whitefish. 

May 6, 1831: 

no net fishing permitted in Ashbridges Bay, nor eel lines, with hooks. 
May 10, 1881: 

- no type of gill net permitted in Toronto Bay, its inlets and coves. 

- seine hauling for rough fish at the Bend and Block House Bay only. 

- Ashbridges Bay, Toronto Bay, the Don (except the Bend and Block House 
Bay) as far up as the Dam at Tod-Mordan and the Humber and Marshes as 
far up as Dundas St. (except west side of Hurab.er mouth in L. Ontario) 
excluded from net fishing and protected for anglers. 


May 10, 1881: (Contd..) 

Toronto Island population increasing... "an exceedingly smart place". 

Kerr recommends prohibiting pike gill nets from the Humber due to the 
new pleasure park opened in its vicinity. 

catch in Ashbridges Bay present spring very good. 

May 14, 1881: 

seine fishing at Niagara good present season, so is the demand for fish 
selling at $8-$10/100 fish. 

May 16, 1881: 

seine for whitefish permitted between May. 30 and August 1 on S. beach, 
"all salmon and small whitefish caught to be instantly liberated alive. 
May 18, 1881: 

- many dead and dying Alewives, Gaspereau, or Shad, floating in water and 
on beach of Toronto Bay at Toronto Island. 

June 3, 1881: 

complaint made against polluters of Grand River-, pollutants being flax 
and lime. 

June 1, 1881: 

striped sea bass caught on B. beach previous night...Kerr bought it for 
75f?, sent it to Ottawa. 

May 31, 1381: 

Ottawa says Leamington - L. Erie Overseer states that great numbers of 
all types of fish are dying in his division. 

Kerr suggests these dead fish are from the overheated water in the pots 
of the pound nets (the xveather being very hot) which fishermen merely 
dumped into lake 

mooneyes valueless 

June 28, 1881: 

65 whitefish caught in Grimsby range, 16 on the saltfleet range...all 
fish swimming west to east and thus caught in gill nets. 

August 24, 1881: 

gill net fishing for Whitefish good at Niagara. 

August 25, 1881: 

-j report of a splendid, short chunky salmon, broad on the back and very 
J deep, 16 lbs. caught previous May at Niagara or Queenston. Fisherman 
thought it to be S. Trout ... turned out to be salmon. 

Page immediately inside back cover covered with clippings...with the followin 
titles: "The Halifax Commission" 

J "Mr. Plumb said there had been great deal of complaint at Niagara 
among the fishermen w.r.t. the regulations connected with the 
catching of whitefish'." 

"The First of the Season" 

"Catfish and Suckeys" 

"An Important Fishery Suit" 

"The Newmarket "Era" says:" 

"Seth Green says:" (not shad dying - alewives) 

(3 articles referring to fishermen) 

"The fisheries round the coasts of the Magdalen Islands" 



"Net Fishing Again" 

"Fish Propagation" 

"The New Brunswick River Case" 


End of Book 9 



Book No. 10 


June 9, 1881: 

from Che Bend to Block House Bay, and HanIan's point is about 4 miles. 

Kerr recommends no licenses for net fishing be allowed on Toronto Island 
except in Block House Bay, Hanlan's point. 

Bend fishing is not on Toronto Island. 

from the Bend to the closest point of T. Island (southwest side of the 
"gap") is about a mile 

3 miles of Island frontage from the gap to Block House Bay (and Hanlan's 
Point) 

there is no bridge over the Don 

Bend is on west side of Ashbridges Bay, facing Toronto Bay. Inlet there 
also...used to be called "The Old Don" before there was the "gap". Bridge 
once stood, 40 years previously, from the now Toronto Island to "Muddy York". 

"gap" or cut is entrance from T. Bay to eastern L. Ontario a stretch of 
more than a mile. 

if seine hauling allowed, should be limited to in front of certain boat 
house on the Island...and no net fishing should be permitted anywhere else 
(in inlets, bays, etc.) along the rest of the 3 mile Island frontage. 

June 9, 1881: 

Kerr sent Whitcher 24 smoked whitefish 


fishing remains splendid...will continue so while cool weather lasts. 
Buffalo buyer paid $6.50/100 fish, 
fishermen selling as high as $8/100 fish. 

June 15, 1881: 

fishing fixed for fisherman at Block House Bay, west of the Humber and 
Ward at the Bend, and in front of the Life Boat Station boat house, and 
at Hanlan's point. 

no other net fishing allowed anywhere else in that area, as previously 
mentioned. 

June 3, 1881: 

record of frontage surveyed with yardage of lots in the outer bay of 
L. Erie, Turkey Point, township of Charlotteville. 


June 10, 1881: 

Kerr's been Overseer for 16 years, 6 months. 


Pages 15, 16 - fishing licenses 

June 11, 1881: 

found pound net in L. Erie 

June 10, 1881: 

no half licenses■issued to 
licenses. 

June 13, 1881: 

licenses issued, what for. 


granted to 4 fishermen 
at Nanticoke, township of 
pound net fishermen in L. 

etc. for current season. 


Walpole, Haldiwand county 
Erie, only full fee 




June 16, 1881: 

Kerr sent Whitcher a dozen whitefish from L. Ontario 
J - catch at Niagara remains good as far up as B. beach 
(June 9, 1881) whitefish sent were from Niagara 
June 20, 1881: 

some small whitefish exhibited (for sale) at Hamilton Market when all 
small whitefish and salmon were ordered liberated alive when caught, 

June 24, 1881: 

vj- seine fishing terminated at Niagara until following fall, when it will be 
i resumed in River for whitefish. 

-j gill netting for whitefish at Niagara commenced and is very good...some' 
fishermen catching 250, 280 and 350 whitefish in one night which sell 
; fresh at $10/100 fish. 

-> pickerel plentiful at Niagara...Kerr saw 600 pickerel, approx. 2 lbs. 
each, selling for 2^/lb. previous week. 

only 2 small mullet and no other type of fish in the lake. 

very few whitefish and pickerel being caught in American waters 

Kerr expresses his pleasure at the thought of all fish selling by weight. 

J.W. Kerr was (only!) 69 years old previous day! "How kind the Almighty 
has always been to me: Glory to his Name." 

June 27, 1881: 

six fishermen fishing hooks on lines in L. Erie (outer Bay at Turkey Point) 
June 29, 1881: 

report? of Captain Ilepburne leaving fish offals and decaying or decayed 
fish on the beach of Lake (Erie?) 

June 30, 1881: 

p Ottawa's attention brought to the fact that large quantities of "young 
•* or undersized, whitefish being seined at Niagara, and in consequence of 
the Market being glutted; that many are wasted or thrown away." Kerr 
denies this. 

- T whitefish numerous present season often sold at very low prices because 
so many caught... however, none wasted or thrown away. 

I - no young or undersized whitefish caught present season at Niagara..these, 

^ if caught were instantly liberated, like salmon. 

to the end of seine fishing [(June 10) - except in the Niagara Riverj 
the fish (unusually) increased in size 

whitefish sold for $6.50 and $7.00/100 fish. 

500 whitefish, Kerr says, should be suitable daily catch, therefore 
avoiding glutting the market and keeping prices high. 

whitefish (immature) congregate in large masses all over L. Ontario 

the four kinds of whitefish don't visit the seine hauling grounds every 
season for example: "large body of choice whitefish, behind the seine 
hauling grounds, at Burlington Beach, too far out, so as to be beyond the 
reach of all seines; they are feeding there, and will not come in." 

"About Whitefish" - red fins are the best whitefish 

blue fins second best 
hump backs third best 


"" • 



June 30, 1881:(Contd...) 


- sharp scales inferior to all others, usually- 
keeping with the herring 

confined seine fishing to 3 days/week three years previous... worked well 
to control catch when whitefish on B. Beach, in L. Ontario were so numerous. 

Kerr suggests above method be put in use again to bring down the catch 
and boost market prices. 

Page 65 - Kerr plans to curtail catch of pickerel 

- Whitcher praises smoked fish sent to him by Kerr 

July 3, 1881: 

"pickerel gilling should be stopped for three years." 

(old Kerr getting religious in his old age) 

July 15, 1881: 

ample supply of whitefish and salmon trout fry soon to be placed in 
Lake Puslinch, from Sam Wilmot. 

Copy of letter to Whitcher, dated March 14, 1881 - request for 10,000 salmon 
trout fry (as well as those previously requested to be placed at 
Pt. Credit, Oakville, Bronte, Winona and Grimsby, in L. Ontario) to be 
placed in Lake Puslinch. 

June 3, 1881: 

Kerr calmly complains to Ottawa that nothing yet has been done w.r.t. 
stocking L. Puslinch and fry of choice fish. 

June 9, 1881: 

Wilmot replies that the Gov. Hatchery at Newcastle has run out sooner 
than expected... the first request for L. Puslinch was overlooked, there 
now being only a smaller quantity sent to Kerr for stocking of said lake. 

following year, Wilmot replies, there will be sufficient large stock of 
speckled trout, salmon trout, whitefish or pickerel for said lake. 

July 18, 1881: 

issuing of hook licenses to fishermen in L. Erie 
July 18, 1881: 

application for license by Leslieville fisherman to fish 10,000 yds. 
salmon trout and whitefish gill nets in L. Superior. 

July 18, 1831: 

Kerr reports his fencing in a lot, in the town of Niagara to breed 
whitefish and pickerel, but needs cedar posts. 

July 18, 1881: 

inadequate report of dead fish in Ashbridges Bay. 

July 25, 1881: 

permission granted to public in vicinity of L. Puslinch for angling 
for the inferior fishes in the waters of said lake (perch, bass, and 
sunfish) so superior classes of fishes nay be placed therein. 

"pickerel are wanted in Puslinch Lake" but Kerr has no intention of 
placing any there. 

July 25, 1881: 

some mention of smaller, deeper lakes contiguous to Puslinch Lake. 


July 25, 1881: (Contd..) 

L. Puslinch very popular as a great resort of peopLe of Gue.lph.. 

July 25, 1881: 

- dead fish (reported in Ashbridges Bay, Lake Ontario, Toronto) due to 
sewage of the City, running into Toronto Bay, and cattle manure, forced 
through a mile long, square, wooden pipe passing over "swampy marshy 
ground" into Ashbridges Bay, from sheds and stables of Gooderham & Coy, 
Distillers of Toronto 

- more and different varieties of dead fish this season than previously. 

fishermen examined dead fish, reported to Kerr that perch, sunfish, 
black bass, 2 lb's, weight, and several eels in hundreds... the water 
being the colour of a cattle yard. 

- thousands of fat cattle fed on the borders of Ashbridges Bay, east of 
the Don, yearly...in sheds and stables...with corn and grain from the 
Distillery. Kerr says no remedy to the way manure is deposited. 

Page 130 - clipping: "Stocking Lake Ontario/A Million and a Half of Whitefish Fry 

Deposited in the Lake at Niagara," 

Page 143 - Surveyor's report of subdividing Fishery lots at Turkey Point. 

August 5, 1881: 

spearing thru the ice of L. Erie during the winters of '79, '80. 

August 6, 1881: 

record of persons granted permission to fish in Big Creek and L. Erie 
present season. 

August 8, 1881: 

Kerr believes a lot of whitefish being caught in L. Ontario at B. beach. 

Page 156 - Kerr considers 550 yds (running at right angles, and parallel to 
each range) and 550 yds (outside in the Lake) fair fishing ground 
at Turkey Pt., L. Erie for everyone. 

August 20, 1881: 

- whitefish gill nets 5" mesh extension measure. 

August 20, 1881: 

- whitefish gill net take very good between Port Nelson and Town of Niagara, 
the fish "magnificient". 

August 22, 1881: 

pound net fishing at Pt. Dover much better in fall than spring. 

August 29, 1881: 

- , whitefish numerous again present year between Niagara and Wellington 

Square, more plentiful between Niagara and Port Dalhousie. 

one boat, one morning caught 632 whitefish in 2000 yds of gill net - 
"200, 300, 180, 72 and 80 odd" are common every day takes. 

splendid salmon (16)? pounds? caught a while back in Niagara River at 
Queenston, which should have been liberated. 

take of whitefish slim present year at Toronto, due to the laziness of 
fishermen. 

few apples and peaches present season, no bass or honey? in Kerr's possession 


August 29, 1881: (ContJ..) 


whitefish selling for $10/100 fish, 
whitefish at Ft. Dalhousie are 5j//lb. 


September 12, 1881: A 

- record of men fishing for white bass (at Niagara? ' &J2 < ^ 

Page 200 - clipping: "Niagara/Propagation of Fish" (a U AJ-4-is 

September 23, 1881: 

three Niagara fishermen fished in U.S. waters, in front of the American ^^X-* 
Fort, with spoon hooks and trolling lines, where they caught a quantity of 
bass. 


September 24, 1881: 

one dollar fee to spear in Inner Bay, L. Erie. 

October 1, 1881: 

./- Notice to Niagara fishermen... as soon as seine fishing starts in the 
Niagara River, gill net fishing must be terminated (east of Doctor 
Stephenson's point). 

October 3, 1881: 

no rain for 6 weeks, until previous Friday 

Kerr complains of illness, pain in stomach, chills... 

- gill net fishing in L. Ontario not good, or other Lakes in province. 

- whitefish, bass, pickerel and perch all abundant at Niagara throughout 
the year. 

qctober 10, 1881: 

Jordan Village fisherman sells oysters... 

October 13, 1881: 

pound net fishermen of L. Erie all satisfied with their good takes. 

two pots, fished up contained 18 barrels of herring and 4 barrels of 
pickerel each...each barrel containing 250 lbs. 

herring sell at 1 1/4^/lb. 

yellow pickerel sell at 4<f/lb. 

blue pickerel sell at 2i/lb. 

October 15, 1881: 

close season for whitefish 8 days long. 

whitefish caught in small quantities (around middle of October by 
Pound Net Fishermen, Lake Erie) amongst larger quantities of herring, 
pickerel, etc.' in their (wfish) close season, taken to freezers. 

October 15, 1881: 

- more (large and small) salmon caught in L. Ontario present season than 
previous year 

October 15, 1881: 

Herring decreasing in L. Ontario, especially on B. beach. 

Kerr recommends that consequently spearing for herring in open waters of 
B. bay be terminated during spawning season, and all spearing be 
terminated until ice is solid. 


October 17, 1881: 

whitefish caught in pounds set for catching herring, bass, pickerel, etc. 
must be liberated alive, if possible. 

October 15, 1881: 

close season for whitefish to.be 6 days long, ■possible 

whitefish caught in pots in their close season must remain there until 
the end of close season...then fished out and put in freezers. 

whitefish start spawning in L. Erie, Norfolk division, about November 19, 
every year. 

October 24, 1881: 

close season for whitefish and salmon trout November 1-10. 

October 26, 1881: 

letter from Kerr to Salmon Guardian regarding salmon spawning in river 
by Gager Mill rapids 

(No page 279 included) 


October 28, 1881: 

the Port Dover fishing and freezing coy., of Port Dover, are paying 
$80. for 2 pounds licenses, and protesting. Due to the weather new nets 
may not be placed in the water (impossible to drive the stakes in) , 
therefore the company feels it great injustice to have to pay full fees. 

fishing season a month later this year. ...weather can interfere at any time 

fishing has dropped off and doesn't pay expenses at present. 

October 31, 1881: 

reference to Kerr's "Fyke Net". 

November 5, 1881: 

- verbal sketch of fishing stations occupied in the town and township of 
Niagara for the current season...the names of occupants and amount 
(license fee) paid for 1881. 


November 4, 1881: 

V - Memorandum of Niagara fishing stations for 1881...name of occupants, 
amount (license fee) paid, yards frontage. / 

November 7, 1881: . 

two fishermen, fishing a seine and gill nets in 20 mile pond (Louth 
township, Lincoln county), caught a large quantity of bass, pike and 
other fish. 


Page 293 - reference to Kerr's "little daughter Emilly Jane" 


November 7, 1881: 

as regards the New and Old seine hauling grounds"...(further report on 
possession). 

November 7, 1881: 

j- several Niagara fishermen ruining the pickerel fishing, "consequently 
one other: by fishing for and catching pickerel not quite fit for the 
market." 


minimum pickerel gill net extension measure 3 1/2" (mesh) after January 1, 
1882 


November 7, 1881: 

- pickerel "ill net fishing will need a new license after Jan. 1, 1882. 
November 10, 1881: 

- application to fish pound net in Humber Ray, L. Ontario, in front 
of the west end of City of Toronto. 

- "a license for to fish a pound net in any part of the Humber Bay 
should not be under fifty dollars license fee, situated as it is 
on the western limits of the City of Toronto, with tier population 

of 95,000 inhabitants, and a good market to dispose of all kinds of fish' 

- gill net fishing prohibited in Ashbridges Bay, Toronto Bay, 
the Humber and Don Rivers. 


November 11, 1381: 

- fishery guardian of Duffin's Creek saved the life of a stranded salmon 

- recent rainfall should allow for rush of salmon in Duffin's Creek soon 


- 20 Mile Pond is spring fishing ground 

- explanation, referring to Hov. 7, 1881 (seine and gill nets found) 
November 12, 1881: 

Machines being fixed in Niagara River at Oueenston too close together, 
thus injuring fishing there. 


J 




rain recently, 12 and 16 mile creeks rising 

- Kerr finds when water is lox^ on salmon spawning grounds the fish wait, 
darting up the mouth, up to the Creek, spawn out and swim away only 
with the advantage of a freshet. 

November 18, 1881: 

Seine fishing in the Grand River starts early in New Year. 


in Norfolk Division 

&*$££ 7 


Kerr says farmers will commence fishing whitefish gill nets, again 
weather stormy, therefore fishermen unable to set their pounds. 


whitefish have just started to appear on the reefs to spawn 

pickerel as numerous at Niagara present fall as were whitefish there 
previous spring ... all on the Canadian side of L. Ontario. 

request for free license to fish a Hoop Net in Carrying Creek, Long Point 


November 20, 1881: 

- J.W. recommends spearing be allowed in the Inner Bay of L. Erit 
Turkey Point, townships of Charlotteville and Walsingham. 


at 


- no spearing allowed in the ship canal or in any other water, so as 
not to debar fish on their way to and from spawning grounds. 

- no spearing allowed in Outer Bay, or on any seining grounds 
belonging to Turkey Pt. fishermen. 


November 21, 1881: 

description of ground, etc. Kerr secured for himself in Niagara, 
about 60 yards from the River, to be used for a Government Hatchery. 

S.W. says the place appears to be suitable for raising speckled and 
salmon trout, salmon, whitefish, pickerel and musicinonge in the millions. 

- large quantities of herring caught in herring gill nets in L. Erie, 

under the ice previous winter, in front of the township of South Cayuga 
selling them in the neighbourhood of Dunnville. 


No vein be r 21, 183 L : 

- genuine salmon caught In same place, at same tine, also. 

November 26, 1881: 

- Kerr requests that net fishing be prohibited in 15, 16 and 20 mile 
Creeks, hook and line fishing only be permitted 

- Net fishing carried on in said ponds only from early .Jan. - April 14, 
when fish are scarce. 

aggregate catch of fish in 15, 16 and 20 mile ponds in 1879, 1830 
was 70 barrels of bass, 63 barrels of pike, 43 barrels of perch and 
catfish (thus proving the supply of fish unlimited in said ponds) 

- no limit in rush of fish from L. Ontario to those ponds and even into 
several creeks that run. dry in summer and fall. 

November 28, 1881: 

- salmon fry (planted by Wilmot in the Saugeen could enter L. Huron at 
Southampton, be carried by current to River St. Clair, Detroit River 
to L. Erie ... or like the Eels, may have gone up the Welland Canal 
into L. Erie. 

several salmon caught by seine fishermen present season in Niagara 
\J River, at Niagara, some liberated alive ... one fish caught near 
4 mile pond in L. Ontario by seine fishing ... 

"if in good condition would be a very large fish indeed, 
some say, it would weigh 40 pounds." But was in poor condition 
supposedly coming over N. Falls. 

Sturgeon and Pickerel frequently come over the Falls, and are 
recognized by fishermen by their lean appearance and shape. 

Walker's Point is halfway between the Humber and Port Credit, 
in L. Ontario. 

if seining and gill net fishing prohibited between Exhibition Wharf 
and Etobicoke Creek, another place will be necessary. 

J.W. recommended six new seine hauling grounds be laid off 

- "dye stuffs" carried into Credit River at Orangeville, from the Woollen 
Factory there, lack the poisons as they have been diluted and passed 
through fresh spring water before draining into a branch of the Credit. 

- Kerr reports erosion annual report sent to Ottawa 
December 2, 1881: 

- at Sandusky, township of Walpole, IJaldimand County, fishermen fished 
up 30 whitefish from L. Erie (in pound nets) in close season (Nov. 8). 

- close season for whitefish Nov. 19 - Dec. 1. 

Dec. 5, .1881: 

- five boats fishing at Bronte, catching more fish than they ever did before 

- Cisco herring plentiful present part of season (one boat brought in 5,700) 

- salmon entering 12 and 16 (mile creeks?) 

CISCOS 

- smoking and curing/at Bronte (as of some years previously) has 
become prosperous 



December 5, 1381: 

- only heard of one pair of salmon In 16 mile creek 

- recently water very Low during spawning season, making it very 
difficult to find salmon (presumably in 16 mile Creek). 

- Herring "blue backs" very numerous, large and in good condition, 
although Late in coming (presumably in B. Bay). 

December 7, 1881: 

list of pound net fishermen, location, fee paid. 

December 8, 1881: 

- water lower in Duffin's Creek present year than previous years, 
therefore muddy. Salmon were heard working on the beds at night, 
and some seen during the day. 

December 9, 1881: 

petition to stop all net fishing in 20, 16 and 15 mile ponds. 

December 13, 1881: 

- record of fishing licenses issued. 

December 21, 1881: 

Seine fishing at Turkey Point (Inner and Outer Bays) presently very good. 
December 22, 1881: 

- list of (some pound net) fishermen, type of nets, fee paid. 

December 25, 1881: 

- whitefish caught in pound net on Nov. 8 at Sandusk Creek 

- in Hamilton: no hooks to be set (except up the River) within 
2 miles of a seining ground. 

January 3, 1882: 

- reference to petition made to the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
with reference to curtailing net fishing in 15, 16 and 20 mile ponds, 
setting said ponds aside for angling purposes "as the amount of fish 
caught in those waters was so very triffling." 

Pages 391-399: references to fishing grounds. 

January 13, 1882: 

- applications for fishery licenses 
January 14, 1882: 

- sturgeon found caught on a hook in L. Erie. 


January 13, 1882: 

j - fishing for sturgeon in Niagara River and L. Ontario at Niagara town 
quite new. 

record of fishing licenses issued, where, for what, etc. 

Page 419: "The Names of Fishermen at Niagara, fishing Hooks and Lines 
J for Sturgeon ..." 

January 19, 1882: 

- Sturgeon fishing originated by four men ... 

- Sturgeon skinned and barrelled when caught, sent to Buffalo Market 
wLiere they sell for 5c/lb. (from Niagara River and L. Ontario_ 

One sturgeon caught weighed 135 lbs., others averaging 35 lbs. each. 



January 21, 1832: 

- Frenchman's Say best for whitefish and pike, on Lake Ontario 

- no fisherman has license to fish there 
January 23, 1332: 

farmers permitted by the Minister to fish for suckers in the creeks, 
every spring. 

- no net fishing permitted in Don, Hunber, or Ashbridges Bay, 

Toronto Bay, bays and inlets of Toronto Island, excent at the Bend 
and in Black house Bay. 

Kerr has recommended to Ottawa that seine fishing at the Bend and 
Block House Bay be discontinued for good. 

Toronto Bay, Ashbridges Bay, Don and Humber Rivers be used for 
angling purposes only. 

- shooting pike in the spring 

- pike, suckers, mullets are spring fish before whitefish and trout 
descend from upper lakes. 

Kerr calls for rearrangement of seine hauling grounds (for whitefish 
in L. Ontario) on the south, east and west sides of Toronto Island 
(in the city of Toronto, York County), commencing at the Gap and 
ending at the boundary line West. 

- record of seinehauling licenses in L. Erie, Inner Bay, Turkey Point, 
Charlotteville township. 

January 28, 1882: 

- complaint of putting sturgeon heads and guts in the River (Niagara?) 

- whitefish seines 4" extension measure 

- tabular statement sent to Ottawa including amount of all kinds of fish 

caught legally in the Norfolk Division (including Long Point, Lake Erie), 
amounting to the aggregate sum of $18,362.00. 132 men fished in this 

division. 

- list of value of materials used to catch fish 

- genuine salmon caught in Pount Net in L. Erie, near Port Ryersee, 
previous Oct. 15, weighing about 16 lbs. 

approximately 40 farmers (between Pt. Rowan, Long Point, and Houghton, 

Lake Erie)have caught about 110 barrels sturgeon in the past season 
by hook and line fishing. 

January 30, 1S82: 

- certain fishermen set their hooks in zigzag fashion in the Niagara 

River, preventing other licensed fishermen from catching any sturgeon there. 

February 1, 1882: Seine fishing licensed in Outer Bay, L. Erie, Turkey Pt., 

Inner Bay and Mormandale, L. Erie, present year. 

dust blinding in Hamilton streets present day. 

February 4, 1082: 

- controversial issue of lots no. 13 and 14 (fishing stations) 
in Lake Ontario. 

February 7, 1382: 

splendid lake trout being caught 




February 15, 1382: 

/ - sturgeon fishing at Niagara (with hooks and lines) is the biggest 
thing in fishing that has happened yet!" 

- great success 

- dressed fish 40 lbs each ... 5-5 lb dressed fish. 

; - one sturgeon, dressed, weighed 65 lbs. 

- dressing: first head taken off, tail and fins cut off, guts 
removed ... then fish is skinned 

two first (originators) fishermen had presently caught and sold 
more than $.300 worth of sturgeon 

- "Buffalo Boys" taught Niagara fishermen how to catch sturgeon 

- Niagara is a money-making place 
February 16, 1882: 

- Fishing Station No. 4 annual return (1056 barrels, with a total 
market value of $7788.) 


ice disappearing quickly in B. Bay, thus fishing may be resumed 
as soon as Ottawa authorizes it. 


January 28, 1882: 

- increase in catch and take of all types of fish in Hamilton Division 
in 1831, (as seen in Annual Report), amounting to the aggregate 
sum of $9,999.00 



sub-division comparison for 1330 and 1381. 

4 steady increase in fishery at Niagara 

-/ whitefish catch at Niagara exceeding all previous years in 1881, 
* therefore L. Ontario and Niagara River must produce abundance of 
food for "the vast millions of fishes". 



whitefish, b. bass, herring, w. bass, pickerel and some salmon, 
salmon trout, sturgeon, frequent L. Ontario and N. River as far 
up as Pt. Dalhousie, and down the Lake as far as Wilson, U.S.A. 

fishermen have done well in past year, now "actively engaged" in 
hook and line fishing for sturgeon (which are shipped to Buffalo and 
sold for 5'id/lbs.) 

whitefish numerous in B. Bay and L. Ontario due to "adverse Easterly 
winds" which run against seines and gill nets, fewer fish than possible 
have been caught. 

spearing for bass, pike and herring was successful In B. Bay during 1881. 


angling and trawling also successful in B. Bay. 



salmon not at all as numerous in Duffin's Creek previous fall daring 
spawning season as they had been previous years 

two large salmon caught (In prime condition) past year ... one at 
Winona, L. Ontario, the other at Oueenston in Niagara River. 

several other salmon caught around L. Ontario ... all save two 
were freed alive. 



January 28, 1882: 

>y /- one very large "spent" salmon apparently came over the Falls 
(his appearance was like that of pickerel and sturgeon - the 
lean look). 

- cisco fishing at Bronte, in L. Ontario, very successful 

/ - fishing in Niagara River at Fort Erie was very good 

hook line fishing for pickerel and sturgeon by 13 fishermen in L. Erie 
successful (very). Nearly all are caught in U.S. waters and sold in Buffalo 

speckled trout on the increase in head waters of the Credit, Humber, 

Speed and Grand Rivers. 

February .21, 1882: 

- whitefish gill net minimum 5" mesh extension measure 

- herring gill nets 2V, 3" and 3h" mesh extension measure 
February 22, 1882: 

* - sturgeon fished in U.S. waters by Niagara fishermen .. on Sunday. 

February 24, 1882: 

- Puslinch Lake in township of Puslinch, Wellington county ... east 
of Hespeler about 2 miles by road. 

- at Hespeler there is a fountain of fresh spring water (where 
"fry can be refreshed") 

- Kerr requests Wilmot to place 10,000 whitefish fry, 10,000 salmon ■ 
trout fry and 5,000 speckled trout fry in Puslinch L. 

- reference to an article from the "Hamilton Spectator" about early 
hatched whitefish fry dying. 

- some people say whitefish spawn every other fall 

- pike gill net fishing terminates April 14 
close season for bass commences April 15 

Pages 508-511 - requests for licenses 
February 27, 1882: 

- small gap described in beach at Ashbridges Bay, where seine hauling 
is to be carried on. 




hook line and boat fishing for sturgeon in Niagara River and 
L. Ontario still great success .. several barrels shipped from 
Niagara every morning (to Buffalo). 


March 3, 1882: licenses issued 
March 4, 1882: 

no spearing allowed in Big Creek .. only dip net fishing 

- spearing allowed in ponds and marshes not licensed for dip nets, 
gill nets or seine hauling grounds 

March 5, 1882: 

- some 10 tons whitefish frozen (in Moore and Stewart's)freezer previous Nov. 

take and catch of fish at Turkey Point thus far (since January) 
been very good 

ice from Inner Bay (L. Erie) disappeared, little ice on the lake 



March 5, 1882: 

B. Bay ice nearly gone 

Toronto Bay only has ice in Block House Bay 

.March 6, 1882: 

shooting pike illegal 

spearing pike requires a license 

- boat licenses for fishing sturgeon hooks and lines during present 
season cost $4.00 (2 men/boat) 

- dip nets in Big Creek $3.00 
pickerel gill nets $5.00 

seines for catching herring and other bait to set sturgeon lines $5.00 

- herring gill nets for catching bait $4.00 
March 8, 1882: 

- 67 sturgeon caught on American side of L. Ontario previous week 
sold in Niagara for 5^0/^. 

Page 541: J.W. requests 5 million whitefish fry for Niagara 
March 10, 1882: licenses issued 


March 15, 1882: 

- license to fish pike gill nets in Presque Isle Bay, Brighton refused 
as that fishing would interfere "with the movements of fish, resorting 
to these waters for spawning purposes." 

- setting of pike gill nets in Presque Isle Bay would also be injurious 
to spawning bass. 

March 21, 1882: licenses issued 
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March 25, 1882: 

- baskets of bait minnows 25q 






-7 

i 



f 


large deep hole in Darcistown? River ... large trout caught (12 lbs.) 
with speckled frog as bait on the hook. Another trout caught at the 
same place the following night weighing 14 lbs 

trout are both night and day fish 

fine for leaving sturgeon heads, guts, offals and other injurious 
substances on the bank or beach of Niagara River - $100.00 or 2 months.jail 


' March 27, 1882: 

water will be high present year 

\i - sturgeon fishing carried on quite successfully (with hooks and lines) 
in Niagara River and L. Ontario previous winter still going on when 
weather permits. 

- the Sunday clause (no fishing between 6 p.m. Saturday and 6 a.m. 

Monday) is injuring thcd whitefish seine hauling fishermen ... as 
there are thus no whitefish available for Monday's market. 

' - II seine hauling grounds in Niagara River are only sprin g hauling grounds. 



March 27, 1882: 

j - total of 13 seine haulinp, grounds in Niagara River 

- some fish caught late in the day of Saturday are sometimes sold 
very cheaply that day 

Kerr suggests that fishing end late on Friday or early on Saturday 
to keep the market price up 

- also suggests fish be made available for Monday's market by changing 
the clause to 6 p.m. Saturday (or earlier) to 1:30 a.m. Monday. 

- fry placed in any part of L. Ontario (from the Newcastle Hatchery) 
are sure to reach Niagara (swimming around the lake and getting . 
caught in the current) 

j- Memorandum - fisherman caught 150 lbs., 8' long sturgeon at Niagara, 

* with an A7/10 fishing hook ^ 

- fish dressed weighed only 71 lbs. 

- head weighed 31 lbs 

- fat weighed 29 lbs 

skin, fins and entrails weighed 19 lbs 

- skiff that landed fish was only 16' long ... the fisherman 132 lbs 
sturgeon sold for 5%c/lb, bringing in $3.90 at the Buffalo Market. 

March 28, 1882: applications for licenses 

- up to this date Kerr has sent government $500.00 approx, for licenses 
s/ - "Great Sturgeon fishing going on ..." at Niagara 

to date Kerr sent about $60.00 for boat licenses 
March 29, 1882: 

- description of fishing station no. 3. 

- applications for fishing licenses 

- sent Whitcher two whitefish 

- J.W. wrote Mr. Plumb, M.P. to ask for 5,000,000 whitefish fry from 
the Sandwich Hatchery, to be sent to Niagara, for the distinct purpose 
of mixing L. Erie and L. Ontario whitefish 

- to date 14,000,000 whitefish fry have been placed in L. Ontario at Oswego 

/- hook/line fishing for sturgeon at Niagara so far present year (since 

Jan. 1) brought about $3,000.00 "into the poor little town of Niagara." 

March 31, 1882: 

- Kerr's return to Ottawa of where, when, why and how much he personally 
spent between Jan. 1 and this date (an account of duties). 

April 3, 1882: 

- pike gill net fishing prohibited in Ashbridges Bay 

- people have been shooting the pike in said Bay, while playing on 
the grass beds 



April 3, 1882: 

farmers who had permission to catch suckers for their personal uses 
have abused the privilege, selling the suckers to fish peddlers ... 
damaging the fishermen's market. 

- Kerr recommends withdrawal of the farmers' privilege 

- J.W. received report of illegal gill net fishing in Ash. Bay, went 
down to investigate, found a string of pike gill nets set, and silver 
bass totalling to 30 fish (found across from Lesl.ieville) (net 300 yds Ion 

- a night line with 115 hooks baited with small perch and sunfish at 
lower end of A. Bay. 

Page 594: clipping from the Globe and Mail, dated April 1, 1882, concerning 
people "found of Notoriety" re "Illegal Fishing". 

Page 596: clipping from the Globe and Mail dated April 3, 1882 - 
"Seizure of Fishing Nets" 

April 5, 1832: applications for licenses 

/Page 599 (no date): Kerr expects to be at Niagara with a Mr. Nevins from 
the Sandwich Hatchery for the purposes of placing 1,000,000 whitefish 
fry in the River. 

April 6, 1882: applications for licenses 

Page 607 (no date): seine fishing good at Turkey Point so far present year, 
most of the fish caught there taken to Buffalo. 

April 10, 1882: 

application made by Norfolk division pound net fishermen to have one 
million whitefish fry placed in clear water, near Pt. Dover, in L. Erie. 

- Kerr's application for one million whitefish fry for L. Erie, to Ottax^a 
(from Sandwich Hatchery) 

- also applies for 30,000 trout fry for the same place (from the 
Newcastle Hatchery) 

- met Nevins, from Sandwich, who had in his possession 1,500,000 
xtfhitefish fry in good lively condition, in 33 cans 

- planted fry in N. River 

- applications for licens'es 

April 12, 1382: 

- close season for bass, pickerel and muskinonge to commence the following 
Saturday at midnight and end May 14, at midnight, during which time all 
dip net fishing and spearing must be terminated 

- dip net fishing being’carried on for miles up Big Creek 

- spearing money very small: all must end follox^ing Saturday until Nov. 1 
application for spearing licenses 

April 15, 1882: application for licenses 



April 17, 1882: 

"I don't know if yon ever heard or knew that whitefish take bait, 
snail minnows for instance ! Well they do! so that small shell fish are 
no longer their special food , neither are they confined to the shrimp, 
and small shell fish exclusively!!" 



several whitefish have been found to contain an abundance of small 
fry in their stomachs 


300 barrels of dressed sturgeon have been shipped daily by train to 
Buffalo, 5-sc/lb. / 


f'li 


fisherman caught two whitefish on Sturgeon Locks baited with minnows 


another fisherman caught 3 lb whitefish on a sturgeon hook and line; 
fish swallowed the hook and bait (minnows), and was alive when taken off 
the line. (This fish xi?as bought for 50q and served to the Governor 
General for Sunday (9th) lunch, by Mr. Plumb.) 


- Kerr suggests a "small spring water lake" not far from village of 
Waterdown, Nelson township, Halton County), which is quite deep in 
one place and covers 55 acres, be stocked with salmon trout fry from 
Newcastle. At present, sunfish, speckled trout and pike are inhabiting 
said "pond" ... Lake Meedad" 


Page 641: unable to decipher 


April 17, 1882: application for licenses 


- close season for bass, pickerel and muskinonge finally set in 

- salmon caught in legal season are frozen and sold in markets in 
close season 

April 21, 1882: application for licenses 

April 20, 1882: no ice at Dunville, in Grand River 

April 21, 1882: fishermen dispute pound license fees 

fall fishing for whitefish, herring, etc. much more profitable and 
abundant than spring fishing 

- tons of fish in freezers since last fall 

- frozen fish becone dry and unpalatable 

- "Our delicious white fish should never be lowered in our markets by 
this prolonged freezing process." 

May 1, 1882: each pound license $40.00 

Abstract from report dated Oct. 12, 1881 - two pots fished up contained 

18 barrels herring and 4 barrels pickerel each. Each barrel holds 250 lbs 

herring sells at Ib.c/lb 

- yellow pickerel at 4c/lb 

- blue pickerel at 2q/lb 

- (correct copy) 

April 21, 1882: 

- village of Selkirk ... found fisherman with a 25 lb muskinonge during 
close season, fined 50q 


other fines 



April 25, 1382: 

- fishermen of Southampton, L. Huron, presently catching very small 
salmon trout, some not exceeding h lb. 

Page 669: "Memorandum of Money paid by Mr. John W. Ranney and Coy., to 
the Fisheries Department, Ottawa." 1879-1381. 

April 25, 1882 (pg. 670) - further dealings with Ranney. 

April 23, 1882: applications for licenses 

April 28, 1832: 

- farmers illegally spearing fish with light jacks in the Grand River, 
between Dunville and Cayuga 

April 30, 1382: 

description of L. Meedad, Nelson Township, new county of North Wentworth, 
and 20,000 salmon trout to be placed in said lake. 

April 29, 1832: 

- people of Dundas complaining that fish do not reach them due to 
blockades of nets set up. 

- "strange unsettled weather" previous winter caused spearing to be a 

failure (at Dundad?) 
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- previous winter brought no snow, ice or sleighing ... thus no spearing 

- pike gill net fishing in lower end of B. Bay also spoiled due to lack of ice 
"Ice is a great regulator of our fisheries ...." 

May 2, 1882: application for licenses 

- licence fees low because of small quantity of pike caught ... due to 
stormy weather (and no ice) 

- applications for seine hauling licenses up to May 24, 1882 

- more licenses 

May 1, 1882: Kerr born in Ireland June 23, 1812 

- 21 lb salmon caught in early part of present month in L. Erie, near 
Point Abino, Bertie township ... with a head "like a yellow pike, a 
pickerel, was so nicely shaped, dark coloured, and little specks 

all over the body, and the colour of the flesh, and taste when cooked 
was superior to a salmon trout." 

May 2, 1882: 

- court case against W.C. Snow, Manager of Cotton Works, of Hamilton, 
for allowing dye stuffs, chemical substances, drugs and poisonous 
matter into Burlington Bay, destroying large quantities of the 
young fry of fish. 

- poison running into the Bay from a square x^ooden pipe, betx^een two 

x/harfs (in B. Bay) in front of the Great Western Railway's pipe connected to 
cotton factory more than 200 yds ax^ay. 

- pollution is black and thick, but becomes diluted when it enters water, 
turning the water to a brown colour for 150 yds approx. 

May 3, 1832: application for fishing licenses 



May 3, 1882: 

- small salmon trout caught in L. Huron (see April 25, 1832), are shipped 
in barrels to Hamilton Fish Dealers ... Kerr examined one,.found it to 
be 14" long, 11 ounces weight. 

- Kerr concludes these small fish must be caught by the teeth coming in 
contact with the thread of the mesh of the net 

- believes these small fish could be some of those pliinted by Mr. Wilmot 
and should be protected 

May 4, 1832: record of license fees 

Page 702, dated April 25, 1382 - copy - Ottawa has sketch of fishing stations 
3 and 4, Outer Bay, and No. 6, Inner Bay. 

May 5, 1832: 

- recently young Wilmot brought four cans of fry from Newcastle to Hamilton 
one canful placed in Meedad Lake, other three in Pushlinch Lake (about 
50,000). Fry consisted of California salmon, salmon trout and whitefish. 

- very cold weather still ... frost every night and morning 

- request for 100,000 salmon trout and California salmon fry for 
L. Erie at Pt. Dover 

j- Sandwich hatchery fry exhausted; Niagara has been stocked with over 
1 ! S million whitefish 

May 6, 1882: 

- poor seine hauling due to cold stormy weather 

- record of license fees 

May 8, 1882: 

- pound net fishermen did very well previous year 

- change in close season - fishermen allowed to catch bass, pickerel and 
muskinonge from present day instead of waiting until May 15 

- record of license fees 

- also, further record of license fees 

May 10, 1382: 

- spearing fish ended April 15 (1882) and won't resume until the ice forms 
again in the winter 

- "we have distributed" quantities of fry in L. Ontario, Georgian Bay, 
Pushlinch Lake and Lake Meedad. More fry on hand for L. Erie 

May 11, 1882: licenses to be delivered 

- license for 15, 16 and 20 Mile Creeks expired May 1st - Government 
advises they not be renewed 

- correction pg. 719, exclude 20 Mile Creek, include 18 Mile Creek 

May 15, 1882: 

| - Niagara fishermen haven't caught any pickerel, and few whitefish 

- success in catching 300 barrels of sturgeon, but otherwise fishermen 
not doing much, therefore to compensate, Kerr renews application for 
Monday morning (1:30 a.m. instead of 6 a.ra.) fishing 

whitefish abounding in deep water but can't come closer to shore due 
to rough weather 



May 15, 1832: 

few wliitefish caught sold for $15.00/barrel 

- herring numerous but can't be caught with whitefish seines 

- many whitefish have been caught on hooks baited with one minnow 

- federal election soon 
May 17, 1882: 

salmon trout gill nets minimum 5" mesh extension measure 

- small salmon trout previously referred to are caught by the teeth 
when rapidly swimming against gill nets 

- whitefish seines minimum 4" mesh extension measure 

- record of licenses issued 
May 19, 1882: 

- Hamilton fish dealer fined $1.00 plus costs or 8 days in jail for 
possessing 200 mullets and suckers, caught in Applegarth's Creek, 

East Flamboro with nets 

sweep nets used in catching mullets may be the nets blocking fish on 
their way to Dundas 

May 23, 1882: 

- hook and line licenses to be distributed 
June 23, 1882: 

- 33 salmon trout and whitefish caught on the Upper Ground 
May 23, 1882: application for licenses, also May 25, 1882 
May 24, 1882: 

- one pound net being fished in Kerr's division of L. Ontario and 
18 pounds in his division of L. Erie 

- license fees: $40/pound in L. Erie 

$50/pound in L. Ontario 

- profitable to fish 10 miles from L. Ontario shore, but many fishermen 
own boats too small to do this 

- gill net fishing close to shore sometimes has great success ... 
bringing in as many as 30 salmon trout, averaging 12 lbs 

May 29, 1882: 

report on pollution, court case of, etc. The Ontario Cotton Works of Ilamiltoi 

- list of Board of Directors included 
June 2, 1882: licenses 

r Old Niagara has had stormy weather which has driven thick muddy water 
onto seine hauling grounds from the Nexvr Welland Canal Shavings, coming 
down N. River from Tonawanda, N.Y., and caused whitefish take to be 
very slim "all around". 

whitefish keep outside muddy water, although good seining has been known 
to occur in "milky water" 

3 hauls previous Wednesday only 18 whitefish caught 



June 2, L882: 

J- seine fishing unsuccessful at Niagara present year 

three hauls (made in 4 hours) yielded 18 whitefish total 

some mention of small trout appearing in areas of Goderich and Collingwood . 
"first season those small trout made their appearance in the outside 
world of Hamilton, Toronto, Orangeville, etc." Kerr thinks "they are 
some of the Newcastle bred fish." 

fishermen of L. Huron (crews) are paid by pound 

June 3, 1882: 

- whitefish sure to come closer to shore when good weather arrives and the 
water becomes clear 

- lots of rain ... potatoes and corn (in low fields) are flooded and will rot 
June 6, 1882: 

- application for licenses 
June 7, 1882: 

- up-to-date story on fir. John Turner, owner of the three pleasure steamers 
that run from Toronto (city) to Hanlan's Pt. on Toronto Island, and his 
need for a wharf. "The storms have made sad havock this year, so far, 

on Toronto Island." 

- description of land needed for Turner's new wharf, where it is, 
measurements, etc. 

fishing at T. Island at a standstill 

- T. Island now four parts instead of one 

- old seine hauling grounds at the Rend and the Gap "are now blotted 
out forever." 

- seine hauling grounds on west end of the Island not displaced much, 

the water has risen very high (last year's dry land now holds 2'—3' water.) 

- rough stormy weather cause of discouraging seine, gill net and pound 
net fishing all around, except at Turkey Pt. 

application for hook and line licenses for L. Erie fishermen 

June 8, 1882: 

- storm on L. Erie damaged fishermen; carried off 2 seines, etc. 

- application for licenses for L. Erie fishermen 

seven steamers run from city to T. Island present year, 
five to Hanlan's Pt. 

- "The Right Honble Sir John A. Macdonald is to be at Dundurn this evening, 
where no doubt, there will be at least 10,000 to hear him speak." 

June 12, 1382: 

- herring seine fishing must stop immediately, except once a week by 
fishermen who need bait for their eel lines 

- eel Line and hook licenses 25C/100 hooks 

- gill nets prohibited within 2 miles of any seine hauling ground in 
L. Ontario, on B. Beach 



June 12, 1882: 

- no one can fish hooks on a night line for eels, sturgeon or pickerel 
without a license. 50^/100 hooks license fee for those who fish for 
their families, etc., up to $5/500 hook license fee for boats 

June 14, 1882: 

- application for licenses for L. Erie fishermen 

- Jackson fisherman (at Vittoria?) came - in with 2800 lbs fish 

seine fishing so far this year, in L. Ontario is a failure ... 
water and weather too cold 

- when summer arrives, and cherries turn from green to red and black 
there'll be good whitefish seining 

- salmon trout, during,cold seasons, always come close to shore, getting 
caught in seines; as long as s. trout are close, whitefish won't 
approach shore 

13 cans yellow pickerel sent from Sandwich Hatchery, planted in creek 
at Pt. Dover, fishermen complained of already too many pickerel 

- Kerr applied for large quantity of s. trout fry for L. Erie, because 
they seem rarely caught 

June 22, 1882: 

- seine fishing in L. Ontario still very poor 

■,/ - seine fishing at Niagara very slim 

splendid growing season at present, fall wheat and spring crops 
looking good, and are in great abundance 

- J.W. fell out of his buggy and into a muddy creek "flat as a flounder" 

- worries how fishermen will survive financially at present, 
without the whitefish 

June 26, 1882: 

- catfish caught at Pt. Maitland 
July 21, 1832: 

- abundance of herring in Hamilton Market 
June 28, 1882: 

- many people troll L. Erie, on Sundays, for bass 
June 26, 1882: 

- catfish being illegally caught in Grand River 
June 29, 1832: 

- American anglers permitted to cross the border and fish at Dunville 
(Grand River) for herring, muskinonge, bass, pike, pickerel, sturgeon, 
course fish, to the extent of only using 13 barrels of 264 caught for 
local consumption 

application for licenses, also July 15, 1882 
July 17, 1882: 

- elections for the House of Commons held June 20, 1882 
July 18, 1882: 

- "choice acceptable specimans of Fish" to be procured for the 
London, England Exhibition of 1883 

- three places in L. Ontario in front of township of Grimsby where whitefish 
and s. trout are numerous at present season of the year 



July 24,. 1882: 

- application for licenses, also July 29 pg. 84.4 and 845 
July 29, 1882: 

only fish being caught at present in L. Ontario are in front of 
Grimsby and at Frenchman's Bay 

Pages 848-850: petition sent to His Honour Lieutenant Colonel Charles Magill, 
Mayor, and the Alderman of tne City of Toronto regarding a dam supposed 
to have been constructed to protect certain properties situated within 
Hamilton (city), but hadn't built completely 

August 1, 1882: 

reference to the polluting of Burlington Bay through the emptying of 
Dye House pipes therein, damaging Bay fish (from the Ontario Cotton Kill) 

- Kerr states dye stuffs are used in the mill until they are completely 
neutral, thus being a harmless ingredient in B. Bay water, other than 
discolouring the water 

- fish caught near where the dye stuff enters water, no dead or 
floating fish seen 

August 7, 1882: (p. 855) 

- names of persons caught fishing in Rice Bay and Carrying Creek, 

Long Point, L. Erie on Sunday, June 9, 1882. 

August 1, 1882: 

seven trout, and 17 whitefish caught by fishermen previous day, 
selling at 25c each 

- spring wheat, barley, pease, oats ripening quickly 
August 2, 1882: 

- fishing at Burlington Beach and the head of L. Ontario as far up as 

/ Niagara is poor ... due possibly to mild winter and no ice, or alewifes 
(Caspereau) devouring all food, leaving none for the whitefish 
(so they go "some other route") 

August 3, 1882: 

- licenses sent to pound net proprietor 

Page 875: write up on wine, including quotes from the Scriptures 
August 24, 1382: 

- gill net fishing most splendid at Niagara 

- two men fishing herring gill nets, catching ciscoes - last haul 
catching 1500, selling at $1.25/100 fish 

"It is within a week, the fishermen on B. Beach commenced in 60', 
depth of water, to catch ciscos.' before that no fishing." 

August 26, 1882: 

- small shad being caught with very small mesh seine were never planted 
in L. Ontario, but came of their own will up the St. Lawrence into 

L. Ontario approx. 10 years previously 

Sept. 9, 1882: 

- description of Toronto Island property (pgs. 890-892) 

Sept. 18, 1832: application for licenses 



September 18, 1882: 

12 hook and net line fishermen at Fort Erie 

fishery at the bend spoiled by Corp. of Toronto and the Government 
dumping scow loads of mud, stones and earth dredged the Harbour 

Page 910: illegible 

September 21, 1882: 

/ - man lias great success in fly fishing at Niagara 
September 25, 1882: application for licenses 
Septenber 24, 1382: 

/ - fisherman (at Niagara?) caught 80 whitefish in one haul, several 
were about 10 lbs weight, and were fine fish 

JAJ. 's weight down to 230 lbs and expresses his health in terms of 
challenging another nan to a running race, but warning him that J.W. 
will leave him so far behind he would never be able to catch Kerr again 

September 26, 1882: 

- suckers and mullets are course fish 

- expresses need to stop illegal spearing 

September 27, 1882: application for boat licenses (to fish herring and 
cisco gill nets) in L. Ontario 

Page 928: illegible. Also page 934 
Page 935: missing 
Page 937: smeared 

October 3, 1882: 

Kerr thinks whitefish will take a run up to the One Mile Fishery 
from the middle of October to November 1 

Pages 940-942: Kerr sends out licenses, with explanations (type of net 
to be used, etc.) 

October 5, 1882: 

poor year for fishermen in L. Ontario division ... net fishery 
being very poor 

- good crop present year 

pound net fishermen on L. Erie all did well, except for Ridgeway 

- great catch of fine sturgeon in the early part of 1882 in Niagara 
River (about 500 barrels of 250 lbs each ... worth 8c/lb, dressed, 
in Buffalo) 

Kerr's charge of L. Erie is up to Port Burwell 
October 9, 1882: 

application for boat licenses to fish pickerel and herring gill nets 
(3-^" extension measure) in L. Ontario in front of the town and township 
of Niagara, etc. 

October 16, 1882: 

salmon in Puffin's Creek an annual success 




October 16, 1882: 

- Kerr recommends that no more spearing for herring be allowed 

in the open waters of B. Bay, although permitted in Fish Houses 
as soon as the ice forms (along with pike and bass). 

- Kerr asks to compete for Essay ... etc. on "Relations of the State 
with Fishermen and Fisheries, including all matters dealing with 
their protection and regulation" or "On the Herring Fisheries" 

October 17, 1832: 

Cisco and blue back herring very good at the Beach and ilinona 

- Grimsby man has typhoid fever 
October 20, 1832: application for licenses 

Page 967: "Public Notice - close season for whitefish, this day, 
as follows ... (names) 

October 26, 1882: 

- Kerr found 16 strings of herring and a 1 lb pike buried under cedar 
branches at Queenston Heights, totalling to 80 fish. 

Page 974: 

- Kerr sends Wilmot 4 sturgeon - the two smaller ones in alcohol, the 
other two in a paper box 

October 26, 1832: 

- sturgeon smoked with corn cobs 

- J.W. finds foul smell at Old Suspension Bridge, while on the N. River, 
caused by offals and rotting fish that fishermen leave on the "bank. 
Kerr threatens with a fine of $100 plus costs 

October 27, 1382: 

- parent salmon have just started to enter Duffin's Creek 
October 30, 1882: 

- report on salmon spawning in Duffin's Creek present season 

- Kerr observed 2 large salmon on beds in D. Creek 
first salmon appeared on the 15th October in D. Creek 

- as soon as stream rises an abundance of salmon will advance 
towards the rapids 

October 29, 1832: 

close seasons for s. trout and whitefish too short, long enough 
for pickerel, muskinonge and bass "is not altogether right" 

October 30, 1882: 

close season for whitefish Nov. 1-10 (and s. trout) 

- splendid rain will cause fresh run of salmon to D. Creek 

- Kerr hopes Mill owner will allow the surplus water to pass through 
the waste gate, to allow salmon on the rapids below to go up to the 
spawning beds, on Sundays when .the mill is closed 

Page 983: letter of instruction to a Fishery Guardian (of salmon) 



October 31, 1882: 

cisco fishing good at R. Beach 

- two large salmon Kerr spotted ranged 16-18 lbs each 


November 1, 1882: 

- close season for pickerel: the whole month of April, although 
some pickerel spawn in June 

- close season for bass and muskinonge should be Hay 15-June 15 


true sign that muskinonge is not a common pike - spawning season differs 
close season for herring: Nov. 10-Dec. 10, or when ice forms in B. Bay 


L. Ontario natural habitation for salmon 



Kerr recommends salmon, s. trout, whitefish, pickerel and speckled 
trout to be planted in N. River at Niagara Town, in order do bring 
those fishes to success in Fish Culture. 


End of Volume 10 



Book No. 11 


Pages 1, 2: "Memorandum of License Monies, paid in Co the Fisheries 
department ... year of 1882" 

Page 3: "Memorandum of License fees, due on 1st November, 1832 
November 2, 1382: application for licenses 

- no frost in Hamilton yet 

- at present season 11 American boats fishing in American waters in 
L. Ontario off the American Fort 

November 3, 1832: 

j - orders from Kerr to Ned Patterson and Co. to remove sturgeon heads 
and guts off the Niagara River Bank 

November 4, 1882: 

- large fish (muskinonge, pike, large channel cat, bass, yellow pickerel, 
broad mullet, etc.) requested for Mr. Whitcher for the English Exhibition 

- Kerr received package (from?) of fish specimens 

- reference to wanting 3-6 choice, well matched whitefish 

- He wants sheepheads,"good specimen" 

- will accept any fancy types (i.e. good spotted dog fish) 

- reference to Mr. Kerby, J.P., Niagara, with reference to courtroom procedure 
November 5, 1882: 

- "there is no Salmos wilmottis in Duffins Creek" 

- salmon that frequent D. Creek are naturally propagated fish, 
of the "last tribes of L. Ontario" 

- to stock L. Ontario with salmon "is bosh " 

- decrease of salmon in Hyland Creek were perceptible previous year 
November 7, 1882: 

- one Mr. Elliot sent Kerr a fish he calls a "Hybrid" between a 
sheepshead and lake or shad sucker, a rare fish in L. Ontario 

- Kerr disagrees on name of fish, calls it "Broad Mullet", as they 
are well known and numerous in L. Erie, at Turkey Point 

- herring and ciscos fairly plentiful at present at B. Beach 

two pair fresh salmon made their appearance on two fresh beds 
in Hyland Creek 

November 9, 1882: 

Ridgeway, Ontario, pound net fisherman catching abundance of s. trout 
(12 lbs) average weights?, whitefish, pickerel, etc. 

November 10, 1832: 

- a broad mullet, caught about two months previously weighed 9 lbs 

- first reference to Mrs. Kerr! 

- Kerr sent Uilmojik (of Newcastle) best samples of perch he has seen in 

a long time, caught by Dutch Pete, alias Peter Nath, of Dalhousie, L. Ont. 



November 11, 1832: application for licenses 

Page 34: Public Notice with reference to the Sunday clause, 
and unlicensed fishermen 

November 13, 1882: 

- some salmon beds found in Rouge River 

- beds and salmon have increased in Duffin's Creek 

November 14, 1882: 

- Kerr requests a couple of very large yellow and blue pickerel for 
Wilmot, from a Collingwood fisherman 

November 15, 1832: application for boat licenses 

- letter to Wm. Ward, fisherman on Toronto Island, with reference to 
the public swimming baths donated to the Island by one Mr. Wimall 

November 17, 1882: 

- 3" snow 

- small salmon caught in herring gill net on B. Beach (set in 
L. Ontario) recently 

- no spearing in open water B. Bay present fall 

- good 1000 herring and ciscos caught in L. Ontario at B. Beach and Bronte 

November 21, 1382: application for licenses 

- report of Sunday fisherman catching and killing quantities of whitefish, 
herring and pickerel, at Pt. Dover 

November 22, 1882: 

Elliot (fisherman at Niagara) sent Wilmot (at Newcastle) specimens, 
including a large sheephead and a large white bass 

- sturgeon weighing 190 lbs caught in Miller's Bay 
good hook and line fishing for sturgeon at Niagara 

- pound net fishermen at Pt. Dover, L. Erie recently caught some very 
large whitefish, selling for 6c/lb undressed 

- money presently in whitefish 

November 23, 1882: 

- Wilmot desires a couple of large whitefish, six large white bass, 
several large black bass, some green bass, and a couple of broad mullet 

November 24, 1882: application for licenses 

December 2, 1882: shipped eight whitefish from Pt. Dover to Whitcher 

- abundance of snow in Hamilton presently 

December 4, 1882: 

- about 800 lbs of whitefish, herring and pickerel (illegal, re Sunday 
clause) caught in two pound nets in L. Erie (township of Charlotteville) 
middle of previous month 

November 5, 1382 (p. 85): 

- Port Dover fishermen catching good many sturgeon 



December 4, 1882: 

- 12 good large salmon beds In Duffin’s Creek immediate fall 

- miller left water (mill) gates open on Sundays so salmon would 
have enough water and resulting in good spawning 

December 6, 1882: 

- licenses to spear through the Lee at Ashbridges Bay ($1.00) 
to terminate March 31, 1883 

- no net fishing permitted in Don or Humber Rivers 

- no nets to be fished in Ashbridges Bay 

- mullet and suckers (great breeders) only became popular eating in 
the past few years ... in the early part of the year when no other 
fish could be caught still only time fishermen make money selling them. 

- mullet and sucker fry are "splendid feed" for herring, perch, bass, 
frost fish, etc. 

- marketable suckers and mullet become so numerous in recent years 
that they don’t sell at market 

December 11, 1882: 

- application for licenses to fish in Grand River 

December 6, 1382: 

- previous year wagon loads of bass and pickerel were taken from the 
Grand River, full of spawn 

December 11, 1882: 

- Washington, D.G., U.S.A. has nap drawn up dividing L. Ontario between 
the U.S. and Canada (setting down a specific boundary line) 

Pages 95-96: applications for licenses 

December 11, 1882: 

- B. 3each fishermen did very well catching ciscos and herring 

r particularly good (sturgeon) feeding ground: lower ground, in the 

‘ current of the N. River where it first mixes with lake water 

- a hook and line fisherman, with plenty of bait and good weather, 

could catch 100 sturgeon dally, from Dec. 20 to end of following February 

\/~ Niagara fishermen fail to get boat hook and line licenses preferring 
to fish in U.S. waters 

- "mountains" of snow in Hamilton, biggest drifts since 1855 

fisherman caught 100 sturgeon in one day previous spring or winter, 
on seine hauling grounds (belonging to Elliot) 

December 18, .1832: ' 

- B. Bay still.unfrozen 

- B. Beach fishermen still catching ciscos 

- L. Erie pound net fishermen did poorly past year 

- a lot of angling for bass etc. in L. Erie between Absalom Hoover's 
place (Rainham, Selkirk) and Sugar Loaf 


December 19, 1882: application for licenses 




December 19, 1882: 

"pedigree" of Bi-njanin Meade Gifford, 1-10 
December 21, 1882: 

- application for boat licenses (9) for fishermen of the N. River 
with list, of their names, fishing gear, etc. on following page 


"The licensed limits will extend from the Black Horse River, 
into Lake Ontario, on down to the mouth of the 6 Mile Creek, 
extending from the beach and shore of the River, and Lake; out 
as far as the boundary line between Canada and the United States, 
to the exclusion of every other person. The same being situated 
in the Town and Township of Niagara, County of Lincoln." 


- dressed sturgeon selling for 5c/lb 

- 15 boats from Youngstown fishing for sturgeon in U.S. waters 

December 11, 1882(page 120): application for licenses for Grand River fishing 
December 25, 1882 (Page 124): 

- Kerr's private opinion on "the advisability of granting licenses to 
spear on the Grand River above Dunville" 

trolling for muskinonge, bass and pike extensively carried on 
(successfully) every season above Dunville 

December 26, 1882: application for licenses for Dundas Marsh and B. Bay 
fishing from Dec. 18, 1882 and April 14, 1883 

- explanation concerning a license being issued to a Dunville fisherman, 

for the purpose of avoiding total extinction of fish (in the Grand River?) 

December 28, 1882: 

- Kerr recommends Keffin (fisherman mentioned immediately above) be 
granted the license 

- application for spearing licenses for Dundas March and B. Bay from 
Dec. 18, 1882 to April 14, 1883 

- Kerr sends Wilmot two black bass (5 and 6 lbs), three pink eyes green 
bass (one about 5 lbs, the other two smaller) and two speckled bass 

Pages 141-145: applications for licenses 

December 30, 1882: spearing license fees for B. Bay and Dundas Marsh 

January 2, 1883: application for licenses 

12 pair of salmon spawned out on the rapid, in Duffin's creek, 
near the Grand Trent Railway Bridge previous fall 

January 4, 1383: 

spearing for bass and pike in B. Bay presently very good 

"Gray backs" is Whitby name for frost fish whitefish ... their 
mouths are like whitefish, flesh somewhat dry and more coarse than 
that of real whitefish, largest at head and tapers off to the tail 
(resembling a blue pickerel) 

- Cicso "a very pretty fish - a superior tender fat kind of herring" 
of the salmon tribe, ... very numerous at present time of year, 
extensively fished for and caught by the thousands between Bronte 
and Grimsby, in L. Ontario 

cisco prepared: cleaned and washed, soaked in brine overnight, 
hung up and smoked, selling for $1/100 fish 



January 4, 1883: 

- caught in IV' or 2W' mesh extension measure gill nets, in 60, 30 
and 100 fathom water, in numbers ranging from 2500 to 10,000, 
depending on the size of the gill net in yards 

January 8, 1883: 

- Mr. David Sharp, of Port Ryorsee, appointed Fishery Overseer 
(for the Norfolk Division) 

Page 169: not readable 

Japuary 8, 1883: 

large herring caught on Sturgeon hook at Niagara 

- "The Great American Republic, with her 60,000,000" ... 

"The Young Dominion of Canada with her 5,000,000 only" 

January 11, 1883: application for licenses 

issued three sturgeon hook and line licenses 

- Mr. W.A. McCrae is Fishery Overseer at Dunville 
January 22, 1883: 

- Kerr submits annual report of Norfolk Division of L. Erie, to Ottawa 

- Norfolk Division located between western limits of the County of Norfolk 
and the town line; between the townships of South Cayuga and Rainham, 
Haldimand County 

- L. Erie has been overfished due to the inadequacy of the previous 
Overseer - Bingham. J.W. recommends that L. Erie, in front of the 
townships of Woodhouse and Charlotteville be allowed to rest for a 
minimum of three years through the removal of at least half the 
pound nets fished there the previous year 

- only 27 barrels of yhitefish caught in eight pounds during 1882 
January 26, 1883: application for licenses 

January 27, 1883: application for licenses, also February 2, 1883 
February 7, 1883: Mr. William Helliwell, Fishery Overseer, Highland Creek 
February 1, 1883: 

immense falling off in catch and take of whitefish and s. trout 
during past year, although increase of $35.50 over 1881 

all over division whitefish take fallen off, to the extent of 837 
barrels, especially at B. Beach, Grimsby, Pt. Dalhousie and Niagara 

- mild, open weather in winter, with little or no ice and/or snow 

- (as 1881 and 1882 were) fishing in Niagara following the winter 
was failure, always 

- failure in whitefish "amply compensated for" by large quantities 
v of sturgeon caught at Niagara early 1882 

- few whitefish also due to muddy water from the new Welland Canal, 
spreading all around L. Ontario 

•/- also enormous quantities of shavings coming down N. River from Tonawanda, N.Y 




February 1, 1383: 

- Kerr says main reason for disappearance of fish was mild weather, 
however ... the whitefish feeding grounds ripened much earlier than 
usual and the food was swept down the River, far out into the Lake, 
"to the haunts and the places frequented by the white fish". 

S. trout not so numerously fished for, as in 1881, thus reason for 
drop in barrels caught. 

herring and cisco caught (extensively fished for) at B. Beach, 

Grimsby and Pt. Dalhousie 

several times during previous year (1882) a smaller class of s. trout 
was more numerous than usual ... supposed to be those fish (maturing) 
that Wilmot placed in various parts of-L. Ontario 

perch and bass caught in large quantities, by anglers, in N. River 
up to Queenston (in 1882) 

- trolling for bass and pike, angling, excellent in B. Bay 

- no spearing permitted for herring during spawning season 

(" ... it will add millions to the herring fisheries of L. Ontario") 

- a few salmon caught in L. Ontario during past year ... 

Kerr himself observed large salmon in Duffin's Creek on Oct. 27, 1882 
believed to be natural fish (opposed to those planted). 


- 12 salmon beds in Highland Creek at end of spawning season 

- cisco and herring fishing at Bronte, in L. Ontario, profitable 

- 3. Beach fishermen "taken more than usual to catching ciscos and 
herring, and smoking them for market" 

- millions of fry (whitefish, s. trout and California salmon) from 
Newcastle and Sandwich Hatcheries, planted, in numbers, in various 
places of L. Ontario, in Kerr's division, in previous April and May 
by Wilmot 


Medad Lake received large supply of the three frys, also 


V" 


Kerr "begs" for very large supply of whitefish and salmon trout fry(s) 
for L. Ontario, between Whitby Harbour and Town of Niagara 


at least 20 tons bass caught by extensive angling and trolling in 
L. Erie, between Moulten Bay, and Wind Mill Point 


all in all, past year proved satisfactory 


Pages 222-230: 

- details (pp225-226) and communciutions on the application of three 
men (D. Paulus, S. Paulus and A.R. Hardson) to lease the fishing 
grounds at Fort Erie (occupied by Chester Harris) 

Feb. 12, 1882: 

Kerr found "great changes" amongst pound net fishermen of Pt. Dover 
in terms of transferring lot ownership, partnerships 



February 12, 1883: 

L. Erie spearing license effective as soon as ice forms and 
is safe, to April 14 

close season for bass, pickerel and muskinonge starts April 15 

- list of occupants of the four seine hauling grouhds at Turkey Pt., 

in the Outer Bay, L. Erie. License fee was $15/ground for the year 

- three seine hauling grounds in Inner Bay, between Bob Woods point 
and Point de grass, or grassy point, previous year, fished by 
Charles Ferris, Wm. Shook and Frank Jackson, paying $10 license fee/ 
ground for the year 

seine hauling ground above Harbour at St. Williams of James Overholt 
(lives near Normandale), who paid $5 license fee/year 

- Wm. Helmer, Charles Ferris, August Schomacher fished east of 
St. Williams Harbour previous year 

- license fees should be $10 upcoming year 

- repeat of changes among fishermen etc. at Pt. Dover 

Page 237: Mr. Arthur Walton sold Mr. H.A. Kerr a house and lot, 

informal bill (and agreement of sale ($200). 

Page 238: application for "carrying on fisheries on the Fishing Stations" 
in L. Erie, lots 1-16 inclusive, Broken Front concession, Walpole 
Township, County of Haldimand, etc. 

Page 240: application for license, etc. for lots 17-20 (L. Erie), 

Broken Front Concession, Walpole Township, County of Haldimand 


February 15, 1883: 

- Kerr advises applicant to move down to "Tom Reids" or 8 Mile Creek .... 
at or below Tom Reids the man could catch pickerel and great abundance 
of herring 



writing to a Jordan Station fisherman, he states that whitefish are 
caught much later in the season there than at Niagara 


Page 243: applications for licenses (1) on town line, township of Bertie, 
L. Erie and (2) for catching suckers in Dundas Creek at Dundas 


February 16, 1883: 

- Mr. William D. Pollock, Fishery Warden at Bronte (in charge of 
12 and 16 Mile Creeks) 


farmers of Pollock's locality caught approx. 20,000 suckers and 
mullets in 12 and 16 Mile Creeks the previous spring (40 barrels 
@ $6/barrel = $240.00) 



Page 245: application for spearing licenses (names, locations) 
February 26, 1883: 

- Kerr applied to Ottawa to be permitted to allow all seine hauling 
fishermen to fish 3" mesh centre for present year 


February 19, 1883: application for fishing license for L. Ontario and 
Credit River at Pt. Credit 




February 19, L883: 

application for seine and gill net fishing license for Twenty Mile 
Pond, for present year, for $15 fee 

application for fishing license for Niagara River, between the Wharf 
at Queenston, and the Black Horse Tavern, for present year for $15 fee 

February 22, 188^: 

application for licenses (list of names, type of licenses, locations, fees) 

- application for a boat license to fish pike gill nets in Frenchman's Bay, 

L. Ontario, for the present year, for $15 fee 

- Pt. Ryersee Overseer, David Sharp, reports fishermen at Pt. Rowan won't 
take out licenses unless they are allowed to spear in open water, with 
jack lights 

- close season for bass, muskinonge and pickerel: April 15-May 15. 

- no person may spear without a license 

- Sharp says nothing speared in spring but pike 

gill nets fished in Inner Bay, dip nets in Big Creek 

- description of owners, etc. of Turkey Pt. Marsh and surrounding area 

- no fishing with blankets "Indian like" allowed 
February 24, 1883: 

Niagara River, between Queenston and Niagara Town, blocked with ice "and 
teams have been crossing and recrossing for many weeks past." Thus 
I sturgeon fishing a failure 

- application from seine hauling fishermen of Niagara to fish 3" centres 
in their whitefish seines in upcoming season so they can catch herring 
as well as whitefish 

j- "seen fishing (seine?) on Niagara grounds only lasts about five weeks 
total, often less due to bad weather 

- present winter very severe, with ice and snow in abundance 
February 26, 1883: 

- man will fish four pounds off Long Point present year 

- L. Erie frozen over - no open water seen from land 

- application by Kerr (to Ottawa) for B. Beach fishermen, for licenses 
to fish for pike in B. Bay, from March 1 to April 14, 1883 

- during recent thaw, great rush of discoloured water ran from Big Creek 
into B. Bay "so that snearing is now done in that part of the Bay." 

Kerr recommends fishermen be allowed to fish pike gill nets under the ice 

February 28, 1883: 

no desire by gill net fishermen in Kerr's division of L. Ontario 
(between Whitby Harbour and Niagara Town) to have legal mesh size 
(5" extension measure) changed for catching s. trout and whitefish 



February 28, 1883: 

s. trout and whitefish gill nets run from 5" to 5h", 6", 6- 
and 7" extension measure 


i,n 

2 


fishermen in L. Huron and Georgian hay use 4' 2 " mesh gill nets to catch 
s. trout and whitefish 


March 1, 1883: 

Kerr asks fisherman of Frenchman's Bay, Dunbarton, Ontario, to get 
Wilmot a very large pike, to take with him to the English Exhibition 

March 2, 1883: 

application for license to fish in L. Ontario, 1st Concession of 
Clinton, for present year 

- application for licenses (list of names, types and yardage of nets, 
locations, fees). 


application for seine hauling license by Fort Erie fishermen 


March 5, 1883: 

yardage of nets used (fished) does not alter license fee 


March 

]- 


7, 1883: 

"Public Notice for the benefit and information of the Niagara Seine 
Hauling Fishermen for this season of 1883". (Decision left up to 
Kerr, by Ottawa, as to whether to allow fishermen to catch herring 
in whitefish seines by lowering the centre mesh size to 3". Kerr does.) 


Beamsville fisherman requests permission to fish herring gill nets in 
addition to his seine 


SPECIAL 


Page 281: detailed description of the 6" mesh salmon trout gill net 
(20 lines long) 

- detailed description of the 2Y' mesh extension measure herring gill 
net (fished at present date in L. Ontario, off B. Beach) 

Page 282: detailed description of the 4Y' mesh pike gill net 

- detailed description of the 5" extension measure whitefish gill net 
March 9, 1883: 

Kerr sends Wilmot four samples of gill nets, used, at present time, 
all over Ontario along with a "Memorandum" in each of four separate 
examples of gill net (see references to pages 281, 282). 


"Except perch, there is no fish for their use in Great Britain" 
March 13, 1883: application for licenses (names, etc.) 


Page 237: Kerr asks for license fee from two Bronte fishermen 
March 14, 1883: application for licenses (names, etc.) 

March 15, 1883: 

- Kerr writes A.W. Davis, ofYoik, Ont. _ to discuss the illegal spearing 

in Grand River, where all spearing is prohibited 

- unlawful to fish or spear any type of fisli between Shirk's Island and 
Mill Point (near Dunville?) 



March 19, 1883: 

- the politics of the (New) Fish Breeding Hatchery, to be built in 
the town of Niagara, on N. River 

March 18, 1383: 

- previous year it was "shameful to see the herring size salmon trout, 
caught in illegal gill nets, in Hamilton and Toronto markets" 

( with reference to discussion presently going on about AV and 5" 
mesh whitefish and s. trout gill nets 

March 19, 1883: 

fishermen of B. Bay, L. Huron and L. Erie cut holes in ice and fish 
pike gill nets beneath 

- very severe winter 

as soon as ice is gone ... "Spearing will be again had resource to 
with Boats, and Jack lights, on the Grand River ..." 

March 23, 1883: license one dollar for persons catching suckers in 
Highland Creek 

- fishing for pike in Rouge (gill net) and Frenchman's Bay (gill net) 

- spearing licenses issued to listed Leslieville people 
issued boat license for gill net fishing in L. Ontario 

- application to fish .small seine in L. Erie 
March 26, 1883: 

- will be a very late season for pike gill net fishing in the Credit 

- should be great for suckers, as the water ("from freshets") will 
be higher upcoming season 

- application for seine fishing license 

Page 312 - 3" mesh extension measure centres in whitefish seines allows fishermen to 

catch whitefish, herring, bass, pickerel and perch at the same time 

J - "Public Notice" ... to assist the seine hauling fishermen of Niagara 

(and their grounds in L. Ontario and in N. River), after April 1, 1883 until 
further notice, no sturgeon hooks, gill nets, bait nets, of any type 
permitted to be set on any seine hauling ground, or within two miles 
of seine hauling grounds 

- whitefish gill nets: 5" mesh extension measure 
March 27, 1383: 

petition sent to Ottawa, by the "Fish and Game Protection Club of the 
County of Wentworth", asking that seine and/or net fishing be prohibited 
from the waters of B. Bay and its tributaries for the protection of bass, 
and other fish 

Kerr expresses his distaste for this club, and the con job they did to 
contract his membership ... and his withdrawing his membership 

J.W. says protection for fish in said waters is very good - couldn't be 
better I Brant's Pond was set aside, all inlets plus about 50 acres of 
the Bay specially set aside ... 



March 27, 1883: 

(page 317) 

- all other inlets, etc. are legal fishing, angling waters 

- in portion of B. Bay fishermen allowed to set pike gill nets ... 
pike gill nets rarely catch bass 

(p.318) - 5" mesh nets not fished in R. Bay 

there are a few seine hauling grounds in B. Bay on the beach, near 
the Burlington canal. Most fish caught there are suckers, caught 
while passing over the grounds, on their way to spawn in Big Creek 
from L. Ontario 

- seine fishing for suckers never extends past 24th May each year 

- rarely bass are caught; when they are, they are freed alive 

(p.320) - abundance of herring in B. Bay that need protection during 

spawning season 

as in returns sent to Ottawa (as of December 31, 1882) 

"41% barrels of pike, at $8 per $332. 

"27 Barrels coarse fish at $5 $135. = $467." 

(caught with nets in B. Bay, during the year, no bass caught) 

(p.321) - fish caught by angling in B. Bay in 1882: 

"20 barrels of bass, at $10 per - $200. 

"40 barrels of pike, at $8 per - $320 

"30 barrels of coarse fish, at $6 per - $180. = $700." 

giving $233. of an increase caught by anglers, and exceeds amount of 
fish netted for 1882. 

- great quantities of pike caught by anglers lost and/or damaged by 
summer heat, Kerr asks for order prohibiting trolling for pike in 

B. Bay, between June 10 and July 31 each year. "When pike are caught 
in the hot weather, they are not good for food, and they soon decay ..." 

- within limits of small part of B. Bay, where pike gill nets are fished, 
is where the most ("greatest numbers") pike has been caught by trolling, 
and where most bass are speared and caught in numbers in winter 

during 1882: 

"60 barrels of bass, at $10 per barrel = $600. 

"20 barrels of pike, at $10 per barrel = $200 = $800 

p.322 - bass in abundance previous year for anglers and spenrers 

case of splendid bass, speared by B. Beach fishermen, in B. Bay, will 
be on exhibit in England, in the Great Fish Exhibition ... the finest 
bass Uilmot has ever seen (pages badly faded, especially p. 322) 

March 30, 1883: application for licenses (names, etc.) 

April 4, 1883: 

- Wm. Snook, Turkey Point, licensed to fish two hoop or fyke nets, 
in Indian Creek ($4/net) to catch sunfish, pike, perch and catfish 

April 5, 1883: 

George Kerr, J.W.'s eldest son died a while ago (weeks?) 

application for licenses (names, etc.) 

p. 333 - Mansfield allowed to fish for suckers in L. Ontario, at mouth of 
Duffin’s Creek, until May 1 



April 7, 1833: licenses granted to two men to fish for pike, 
in Highland Creek and the Rouge, during April 

April 2, 1883: 

Kerr states no. of s. trout and wliitefish fry needed, from the 
Hatchery, to plant in (his division) to be "in excess of any 
previous year." 

April 6, 1883: 

- quantities of s. trout and whitefish fry from Newcastle Hatchery to 
be placed in L. Ontario as follows: 


(1) 50,000 whitefish fry, at B. Beach, in L. Ontario west of B. Canal 

(2) 50,000 s. trout‘fry, at B. Beach, in L. Ontario, in front of the 
filtering basin 

(3) 30,000 s. trout fry and 30,000 whitefish fry, at Winona in L. Ontario 

(4) ditto (3) at Grimsby, in L. Ontario 

(5) 50,000 s. trout fry and 50,000 whitefish fry, near the residence 
of John Walker, in L. Ontario 

- pike gill nets in B. Bay are 3 1 -$" and 4" mesh extension measure 

- clipping: "Fish and Game/Regular Meeting of the Society for Their Protection 

ice on B. Bay 2+" thick ... thus pike gill net fishing limited 
(in that part of B. Bay set aside for pike gill net fishing) 

- about 100 pike, total, caught with pike gill nets so far 


request to extend time for gilling pike by B. Beach fishermen, 

Kerr agrees, as long as nets are kept certain distance from mouths of 
certain inlets (not set aside), to prevent catching bass 

April 7, 1883: application for licenses for B. Bay (2) (names, etc.) 


- application for licenses for B. Bay (3) (names, etc.) 

\J April 9, 1883: application for license for a Niagara fisherman 


close season for pickerel, muskinonge, bass: April 15 to May 15 



application for license for Niagara fishermen to fish a whitefish 
seine, etc. in L. Ontario 

application for license for Niagara couple for L. Ontario* 

application for license for Niagara fisherman to fish a whitefish 
seine in L. Ontario (location?) 



y- 


Kerr's old friend Peter Price appointed Overseer at Long Point 

application for license for Niagara couple to fish whitefish seine 
in L. Ontario (location, yardage, etc.) 

application for.license for two Niagara fishermen to fish whitefish 
seine, in L. Ontario (location, yardage, etc.) 

application for license for Niagara fisherman to fish whitefish seine 
in L. Ontario (location, yardage, etc.) 

application for license for two Niagara fishermen to fish whitefish 
seine in L. Ontario (location, yardage, etc.) 


*General form ... fill in name, location, yardage, equipment, etc. 



April 9, 1883: 

(p.352) 

- mailed out notices of close season for pickerel, etc. to 8 locations 
. (Pt. Dover, Ft. Erie, Selkirk, International Bridge, Queenston, 

A Pt. Dalhousie, Grantham, Niagara) 

P.355 - Kerr has five daughters, two sons (excluding George) 

April 10, 1883: 

- pound nets now permitted (all through week) to be fished without 
Sunday clause 

- Kerr recommends distribution of fry from both Newcastle and Sandwich 
as follows: 

(1) 20,000 whitefish fry in L. Puslinch 

(2) 30,000 each of whitefish, s. trout fry in L. Ontario, in front of 
20 Mile Pond 

(3) 50,000 s. trout fry, 40,000 whitefish fry in L. Ontario, two miles 
out from mouth of Welland Canal 

(4) 50,000 each of whitefish, s. trout fry in L. Ontario, in front of 
"Kennedy's Hollow" (in town of Niagara) 

(5) 60,000 s. trout fry in L. Erie, on reef in front of Mr. John Low's 
farm, township of Woodhouse, near Pt. Dover 

- abundance of pickerel in L. Erie, few s. trout 

- application for book of licenses for L. Ontario (6 fishermen) 

- Kerr considers waters of L. Ontario far better place to plant s. trout 
and whitefish fry than B. Bay ... which is so filled with shad that the 
fry would be devoured. Best place to plant fry on reef where parent fish 
spawned naturally 

April 12, 1883: 

- application for license for Frenchmen's Bay fisherman (pound net) 
(location, etc.) 

- application for license for Winona (township of Saltfleet) pound net 
fisherman (etc.). 

sucker and mullet fishermen (Credit River, Springfield) sell their 
catch, when supposed to use these fish only for their families ... 
thus Kerr imposes $5 license fee 

- previous spring two salmon and bass were caught in close season 

application for license for Toronto fisherman to fish whitefish 
and s. trout gill nets in L. Ontario (location, etc.) 

April 16, 1883: 

Toronto Bay, its tributaries and streams unfit for the planting of 
s. trout and whitefish fry ... being "too filthy" 

April 19, 1883: 

- location of specific seine hauling ground, in the N. River at Ft. Erie 
382) - catch of C.A. Harris, of this seine hauling ground, for year 1882 as 

follows: 1 barrel whitefish, 112 barrels herring, 150 barrels pickerel, 

8 barrels coarse fish ... all sold in Buffalo Market. Fisherman stated he 
caught no black or green bass, as they don't frequent his grounds 



April 19, 1883: 

Harris also caught quantity of white bass, and some rock bass, 
which were sold with the herring he caught, for the same price 

- said grounds, catching approx. 5 tons of fish: herring and blue 
pickerel, 3 black bass, about 100 lbs white bass 

I - close season for all seine fishing, within limits, in N. River, 
between June 24 and October 15 each year 

April 23, 1883: application for licenses for Dundas Creek, L. Ontario 
and B. Bay (names, etc.) 

April 25, 1883: application for licenses for L. Erie (names, etc.) 

April 26, 1883: application for licenses for B. Beach, B. Bay and L. Ontario 
(names, etc.) 

- Kerr considers "advisable" to have close season for pike, possibly Apr.1-30 

- man shot 90 pike in Ashbridges Bay in a day ... shooting pike quite 
popular, should be licensed for control 

- pike sold to dealers for 4JiC/lb, shipped then to N.Y. and sold for 7d/lb 

- although Wilmot declared need to kill off pike to make room for his 
millions of s. trout, pike as numerous as ever 

- where are salmon? "I can only speak for Duffin's Creek" 

- suckers very numerous in creeks current year and when other fish scarce 
(as they are at present) 

- people catching suckers in Credit, at Springfield, where they get 
good prices 

- Kerr asks Whitcher to appoint Edward Thomas Kerr, 25, as Fishery Warden 
and special assistant under him 

large quantity of pickerel caught in L. Erie, in close season 

- application for herring seine license for B. Beach fisherwoman 
(name, etc.) 

P.404: close season for freshwater herring: Nov. 10-Dec.1 

- Mr. Ward, Toronto Island Fisherman, sells s. trout he catches for 7c/lb 

April 27, 1883: license for catching pike extended from April 30 to May 8, 
due to lengthy stay of Frenchman's Bay ice 

application for license for L. Ontario (name, etc.) 

April 28, 1383: 

great complaints of excessive fishing in N. River, Harris not permitted 
to fish anymore between June 24 and Oct. 15 each year 

Pages 418-424: applications for licenses for Turkey Pt. fishermen (7) 

(names, etc.) 

Copy: Jan. 1, 1883: Barton fisherman permitted to fish pike gill nets 
in waters, inlets of B. Bay until May 24, also permitted to catch 
catfish, and troll for bass, pike and sunfish during 1883 


May 2, 1882: 

application for license for Chnrlotteville fisherman to fish seine 
in inner Bay, L. Erie (name, etc.) 

application for license for Mormandale fisherman to fish seine in 
L. Erie at Mormandale (name, etc.) 

application for .license for Turkey Pt. fisherman to fish seine in 
Inner Bay, L. Erie (name, etc.) 

April 30, 1883: 

Kerr instructs Sharp, F.O., Pt. Ryersee, to allow anyone to shoot pike, free 

- Minister favours idea of Hatchery at Niagara 

"It is the Head of Navigation and in easy access to all the 
natural fish spawning places for planting the fry" 

- application for licenses for Oshawa and Frenchman's Bay fishermen 
(names, etc.) 

- nothing but pike and catfish in Frenchman's Bay during present season 
May 7, 1883: "Meloche vs. Dandlin'' - dispute over fishing grounds 

Pages 442-450: more on "Meloche vs. Dandlin'' 

May 7, 1883: 

application for licenses 

- application for license for Louth fisherman 
Pages 454-455: more on "Meloche and Dandlin' 1 

May 8, 1883: application for licenses (2) for Burlington Bay, and Lake St. Clair 
(names, etc.) 

May 9, 1883: application for license for L. Erie (name, etc.) 

- a few barrels of s. trout and whitefish sent to Hamilton fish dealers 
from Southampton - fish too small to be even gutted, obviously caught 
illegally, as legal gillnet size 5" mesh 

May 10, 1883: 

- Wilmot bringing Kerr s. trout fry for Port Dover and Port Stanley, L. Erie 

"The Acting Minister directs that the issue of netting and spearing 
licenses in Burlington Bay be discontinued and that these waters be 
reserved for angling and trolling purposes only" 

(To Kerr from Ottawa) ' 

May 27, 1883: 

- Kerr received note from "Valancey E. Fuller, Esq., Barrister and son 
of His Lordship - Our Esteemed Bishop - Hamilton" saying (after great 
expense and labour) he had prepared the speckled trout ponds and stream 
for the fry Wilmot promised him previous spring. 

May 11, 1883: application for licenses from F.O. Brady, Bothwell, division 
in River Thames between Caslunere and Louisville (names, etc.) 

during close season for muskinonge, bass and pickerel, F.O. Brady also 
disallowed catching of mullet, lake shad, sturgeon, pike and suckers, 
causing discontent amongst fishermen 



Hay 11, 1883: 

- haul made at Cashmere, below dam, Ln Thames River, contained one 
muskinonge, two pickerel, two barrels of mullet, suckers, one sturgeon, 
a pike and several lake shad. Kerr had muskinonge and pickerel 
liberated alive, allowed fisherman to sell remainder at the Market 

- run of pickerel there almost over, muskinonge and bass not started 
run yet (too early) 

May 12, 1882: 

- Kerr applies, on behalf of B. Beach fishermen, for permission (for them) 
to fish hooks and lines, under licenses, in B. Bay for purpose of 
catching eels. 

Page 484: some mix-up on responsibility re F.O. Proctor of (?) 

- list of licensed fishermen of Proctor's Division 
May 14, 1883: 

- reference to "those new kind of fish" 

May 12, 1883: 

- Patrick Hand, licensed gill net fisherman of Winona, fined $5 for 

catching a number of fish ducks (Coween wild ducks) in his nets, in L. Ontarii 
by accident. These ducks feed on fish ova, and dive to great depths to 
get it, especially at present season of year. 

May 23, 1883: 

- permission granted to Barton fishermen to fish with rods, hooks and 
lines in described areas of B. Bay inlets 

May 21, 1882: 

- dead fish in Toronto, Kerr supposes Ooodenham's cow stables to blame 

May 25, 1883: 

- Government orders with reference to net fishing in Grand River 
disregarded by fishermen there 

Page 509: license issued to fish 200 eel hooks and night lines in 
Toronto Bay and L. Ontario 

May 24, 1883: 

- seine, scow and dipnet licenses issued for fishermen in Thames River (7) 

(see also pages 511, 512 for names, etc.) 

May 28, 1883: application for licenses for L. Erie (names, etc.) 

May 31, 1883: application for licenses (names, etc.) 

Page 519: complaint against Hiram Young, dipnet fisherman in Grand River 
(same as page 520) 

June 1, 1883: 

/ - Niagara fisheries thus far present year a failure, due to continual 
easterly winds 

- whitefish abundant, but when on 2 or 3 different occasions the south 
wind blew them onto seine hauling grounds, an east wind came up, with 
rain, and muddy water, causing whitefish to move away 

small amounts whitefish caught sold to "pedlars" for 18c each 

if It hadn't been for herring caught with whitefish, fisherman would 
have gone into debt 



Page 532: licenses issued for hook and line fishing in Toronto Bay and 
L. Ontario to catch eels (names, etc.) 

Pages 534-551: annual returns of Mr. Patrick Gray, Toronto Island fisherman, 
from .1865. to 1881 inclusive, each year's report (in succession) filling 
one page. Report consisting of no. of boats, value, men employed, 
no., type, yardage and value of nets used, quantity, type, selling price 
and total cash received of fish caught, date of payment of fishing 
license to Kerr and transfer to Ottawa, market price of fish, amount 
Gray sold fish for. (Abstracts of each original annual return) 

Page 552: "Gray vs. Gray", including other expenses connected with Gray's 
fishing on Toronto Island ... including annual cost of mending and 
repairing boats, nets, market fees for selling fish, annual rent 
(leased property on T. Island), annual taxes ("some years as high as 
$40"), annual insurance, expenses for raising buildings, etc. on Island, 
expenses in planting trees on property, thus enhancing its value. 

June 18, 1883: 

- L. Ontario water level very high, 2 l $' higher than same time previous year 
June 16, 1883: 

specifics on pound net in Frenchman's Bay, interfering with boats 
sailing past, or seining, etc. 

application for licenses for L. Ontario (names, etc.) 

- application for licenses 

Page 562: some reference to fishermen not being allowed to fish in 
20 Mile Creek 

Page 565: "Memorandum! showing Mr. Patrick Gray's share of the fish, caught 
by him! as returned by him to me annually: and by me to The Fisheries 
department, Ottawa: from the year 1865 to the year 1881 inclusive. 

Also license fees, and expenses paid by him, as coming under my 
observation during the same period of time." 

- total share of Mr. Patrick Gray, for the 17 years mentioned: $4058.68 
total license fees, paid annually: $1309.99 

June 16, 1883: 

- Gray's balance: $2748.69, not including deductions for market fees, 
rent of island property, taxes, repairs of nets, boats, etc. 

June 18, 1883: application for licertS^S—Ip. 567) 

application for licenses forCfTT Rivei, L. Ontario, B. Beach 

June 25, 1883: application for licenses for B. Beach 

great scarcity of whitefish on seine hauling grounds in L. Ontario in 
Kerr's division due to continuous rain storms 

water in creeks running into L. Ontario very high Lately 

suckers and mullet in great abundance 

muddy water kept whitefish in deep, clear waters, far from shore 



Book No. 11 


Page 534 


Year 1865 

"Patrick Gray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island 
He had two boats, worth $100 - and 4 men fished 
He had one seine, 320 yards long, worth $300 
He had 2,500 yards - herring gill net, worth $250 

Mr. Gray caught during the year, the following quantities of fish! vigt. 

15 barrels of white fish at $8 per - $120.00 
43 barrels of herring and ciscos $5 - $215.00 

Total - $335.00 <? 

According to a general rule, established! l/3rd was always added by 
Gray as profits made by the Fish Dealers, to whom Gray sold. 

"The Market price was $335, and 1/3 of $335 is $111. 66$. Take $111. 66c 
from $335. and the balance $223.34c is the amount Gray sold his fish for. 
Halve this $223.34c and you have $111. 67b for Gray's share! And $111. 67c 
for to be divided amongst the crew. 

"Mr. Gray paid me, on 15th June 1865, as license fee, for fishing 
during the year, $16.66c and I paid it to the F. Department, on the 
16th of June 1865" 

"Correct —" 

"(J.W. Kerr. 

Fishery Overseer)" 

"Hamilton, Ont.) 

8th June 1883 J" 


"Market price" was $335: 1/3 to fish dealer 


Page 5!?5 


Year 1866 


"Mr. Patrick Gray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island! - 
He had 2 boats, worth $100. - 

"I cannot say, how many men fished! - 

He had a seine, 320 yards long, worth $300. - 

"And he caught - 

3 barrels white fish at $12 per! = $36.00 

According to a general rule, established! l/3rd was always added 
by Gray, as profits made by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray sold- 

"The Market price was $36.00. l/3rd of $36. is $12. Take $12 from 
$36. and the balance remaining $24 is the amount Gray sold his fish for. 
Half of this amount ... $12 is Gray's share. And $12 was to be divided 
amoungst the crew. 

"Mr. Gray, - paid license fee, on 27th April, 1866 - 

$16.66<? for the Island Fishery - 
$6.66c for the Scarboro Fishery - 

$20.00 on account of a Lease of 10 Acres of the Island property 

"And $50 - to Mr. Charles Unwin, P.L. Surveyor, 'plan and survey 
of same' 


"Correct -" 

(J.W. Kerr, 

Fishery Overseer) 

"Hamilton, Ont. 

8th June 1883" 



Page r > 36 


Year 1367 


"Mr. Patrick Gray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island. 
He had 1 seine, 250 yards long, worth $200. - 
He had 2,500 yards of Herring gill nets, $250. 

And 2 boats, worth $100. - 
He had 4 men, fishing. — 


And Mr. Gray, caught during the year, the following kinds and 
quantities of fish.' vigt. - 


10 barrels - white fish, at $8 per. 
150 barrels - ciscos - at $4 per. 

18 barrels - Rough fish - at $6 per 


$80.00c 
$600.00 
$108.00 


Total $788.00c 

According to general rule, l/3rd was alv/ays added by Gray, 
as profits made by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, - sold his fish. 

"The Market price was $788.00c, and 1.3rd of this, is $262.66C- 
Take $262.66c from $788. - and the balance $525.34c remains, and is 
the amount Gray sold his fish for. - 

"Half of this sum $262.67c» would be paid to the crew, and 
$262.67c was Gray's share. - 

"Mr. Gray paid me, on 30th May 1867 - $20 as license fee, for 1867." 


"Correct 

(J.W. Kerr, 

Fishery Overseer)" 


"Hamilton, Ont. 
8th June 1833" 



Page 537 


Year 1868 


"Patrick Gray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island! 

He had 2 boats, worth $100. - 4 men fished. - 

He had a seine, 250 yards long, worth $200. - 

He had 3,000 yards of Herring gill net worth $300. - 

And Mr. Gray, caught during this year, the following kinds and 
quantities of fish! vigt. - 

3 Barrels, white fish, at $10 per - $80.00c 

80 Barrels, Ciscos at $9 per - $720.00 

18 Barrels, Rough fish at $7 per - $120.00 

Total $920.00 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $920 and l/3rd of this, is $306,660- 
Take $306.66c from $920, and $613.34c remains, and is the price that 
Mr. Gray, sold his fish for. - 

"Half of this sum is $306.67c goes to the crew! and $306.67 went 
to Mr. Gray. - 

"Mr. Gray, paid license fee, on the 30th of May 1868 - $25.00c. 
"And, 500 yards of New Herring gill net, was $50.00c, more! 

"Correct" 

(J.W. Kerr, 

Fishing Overseer)" 

"Hamilton, Ont. 

8th June 1883" 
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Year 1369 


"Patrick Gray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island! 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished. - 

He had a seine, 220 yards long, $200. - 

He had 2,600 yards, Herring gill net - $260. - 

And Hr. Gray, caught during this year, the following kinds and 
quantities of Fish: vigt. 

40 Barrels of Ciscos, at $10, per - $400.00c 

2-i Barrels of Herring at $10 per - $25.00 

40 Barrels, white fish at $10 per - $400.00 

10 Barrels, rough fish at $10 per - $100.00 

Total - $925.00c 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Cray as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price, was $925.00c, and l/3rd of this amount, is 
$308.33c. Take $308.33c from $925.00c and a balance of $616.67c remains, 
and is the full amount Gray sold his fish for. Half of this amount, 
say $308.83c, would be paid to the crew, and $308.83c was paid to Gray. - 

"Mr. Gray paid me on 10th of June 1869 - $20.00, as License fee, 
for privilege of Fishing. 



Page 539 


Year 1370 


"Patrick Gray, "deceased" - fished on Toronto Island. 

He had 2 boats, worth $100. - 4 men fished - 
He had 1 seine, 250 yards long - $200.00c 
He had 1 Herring seine, 200 yards long - $200.00 
He had 3,000 yards, Cisco gill net - at $10 - $300.00 
He had 200 yards - Pike gill net - at $6 - $12.00 

And Mr. Gray caught during this year, the following kinds, and 
quantities of Fish! vigt. - 

30 Barrels - White fish, at $10 per - $300.00c 

10 Barrels - Pike at $10 per - $100.00 

4 Barrels - Herring at $10 per - $40.00 

30 Barrels - Ciscos at $8 per - $240.00 

5 Barrels - Frost fish at $8 per - $40.00 

10 Barrels - Suckers at $10 per - $100.00 

Total - $820.00 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $820. 00c. l/3rd of this amount is $273.33 - 
deduct $273.33 from $820.00c and $546.67c remains. And this is the full 
amount Cray sold his fish for. 

"Half of this amount say $273.33c would be Grays share! and $273.34c 
was paid to the crew. 

"It appears Mr. Gray increased his nets, this year, 400 yards 
N. Cis. g. net $40.00c. 200 yards pike g. net - $12.00c. 30 yards 

N. Seine $30.00c. - 200 yards New H. Seine $200.00. 
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Year 1371 


"Patrick Cray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island! - 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished - 

He had One Seine, 250 yards long, worth $200.00c 
He had 2000 yards Herring g. net worth $200.00 
He had 1000 yards Pike g. net worth $60.00 

And Mr. Cray, caught during this year, the following kinds and quantities 
of Fish.' vigt. 


12 Barrels - Pike - at $10 per - $120.00c 

30 Barrels - ilhite fish at $10 per - $300.00 

15 Barrels - Herring at $10 per - $150.00 

12 Barrels rough fish at $10 per - $120.00 

2 Barrels Frost fish at $7 per - $14.00 


Total $704.00 


According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $704.00. l/3rd of this amount is $234.66q. 
deduct 1/3 say $234.66c from $704.00c and $469.34c remains. And this 
$469.34c is the full amount, that Gray sold his fish for! The half of 
this sum, $234.67q, belonged to the crew. And $234.67c was Mr. Gray's 
share. Out of this amount, Gray, increased Pike gill nets 800 yards, at 
$6 per 100 = $48.00 and he paid me $20.00 license fee on 12 June 1871." 
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Year 1872 


"Patrick." Cray, "deceased", fished on Toronto Island 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 5 men fished 
He had 2 Seines, 550 yards long, worth $400.00C 
He had 2000 yards Herring g. net worth $200.00 
He had 1000 yards Pike g. net worth $60.00 


And Mr. Cray, caught during this year, the following kinds and 
quantities of fish! vigt. 


40 Barrels White fish, at $10 per 
20 Barrels Pike at $6 per 
12 Barrels Herring at $10 per 


$400.00c 
$ 120.00 
$ 120.00 


Total - $640.00c 


According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Cray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price, was $640. 00q - l/3rd of this amount is $213.33c> deduct 
$213.33d from $640.00c and $426.67c remains. And this $426.67c> is the full 
amount, that Gray sold his fish for. The half of this sum is $213.33c, 
and would be Mr. Gray's share - and $213.33c, the other half, belonged to 
the crew. 

"There was 300 yards - increase, one New Seine! say $200. 00c, and 
he paid me license fee $20, for fishing, on 3rd July 1872 
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Year 1873 


"Patrick Cray, "deceased", fished on T. Island! etc. 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100! - 4 men fished! 

He had 1 whitefish seine, 50 Rods Long, worth, $280.00c 
lie had 218 Rods Pike g. net worth. $60.00 
He had 363 Rods Herring g. net worth $200.00 

And Mr. Gray, caught during this year, the following kinds and quantities 
of Fish. vigt. 


27 Barrels White fish, at $20, per - $540.00c 

2 Barrels Herring at $5 per - $10.00 

30 Barrels Pike at $5 per - $150.00 

20 Barrels Coarse Fish at $5 per - $100.00 


Total $800.OOp 


According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $800.00p. l/3rd of this amount was $266.66p, 
deducted from $800.OOp and $533.34p remains. This $533.34p is the amount 
in full, Gray sold his fish for. The half of this sum, $266.67p, belonged 
to the crew! And $266.67p was also Gray's share. Gray paid me $30.00 
on the 10th June 1873 for his license. 

"it appears to me his Pike g. nets, was renewed. $60.OOp additional - 
and 25 yards of additional wh.f. seine would be also $25.OOp". 
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Year 1874 


"Patrick Gray, "deceased". Fished on Toronto Island! etc. 

"He did not seine - for white fish, this year! 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished. 

He had 1 White fish seine, 50 Rods long - $280.00p 

He had 90 Rods - Pike g. net - $30.00 

He had 182 Rods Herring g. net - $100.00 

And Mr. Gray, caught during this year, the following kind, and quantities 
of fish! vigt. 

25 Barrels pike at $6 per - $150.OOp 

5 Barrels Herring at $10 per - $50.00 

30 Barrels Coarse Fish at $5 per - $150.00 

Total $350.00 


According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $350.00. l/3rd of this amount was $116.66, 
deducted from $350.00 and $233.34 remains. This $233.34 is the amount 
in full. Gray sold his fish for. The half of this amount $116.67 went 
to pay the crew. And $116.67p was Mr. Gray's share. Mr. Gray, paid me 
license fee, for Fishing, on the 13th day of June 1874, Thirty dollars". 
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Year 1875 


"Patrick Cray, "deceased". Fished on f. Island! 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished! 

He had 1 White fish seine, 50 Rods long, $280. 

He had 90 Rod, Pike gill not. $30. 

He had 182 Rod Herring g. net $100. 

And Mr. Gray, caught during this year, 
quantities of Fish. vigt. 

100 Barrels White fish at $8 per 
6 Barrels Herring at $5 per 
25 Barrels Coarse Fish at $8 per 

5 Barrels Frost fish at $10 per 

6 Barrels Pike at $5 per 

Total 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $1,110.00. l/3rd of this amount was $371.67$, 
deducted from $1110.00 and $743.34$ remains. This $743.34$ is the amount 
in full. Gray sold his fish for. The half of this sum $371.67, went to 
pay the crew. And $371.67$ was Mr. Gray's share. Mr. Gray paid me for 
license to Fish', on the 7th July 1875, Twenty dollars." 


(Typist's observations - there is a mathematical error here - 
1/3 of $1110.00 = $370.) 


the following kinds, and 


$800.00$ 
30.00 
200.00 
50.00 
- 30.00 

$ 1 , 110 . 00 $ 
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Year 1876 


"Patrick Gray, "deceased", fished on T. Island, etc. 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished 
He had 1 Seine, 50 Rods long, worth $280.00d 
He had 90 Rods, Pike g. net worth $30.00 
He had 182 Rods, Herring g. net worth $100.00 

Mr. Gray caught the following kinds, and quantities of FishI vigt. 


20 Barrels White fish at $10 per - $200.00d 

20 Barrels Coarse fish at $7 per - 140.00 

20 Barrels Pike at $8 per - 160.00 

3 Barrels Herring at $8 per - 24.00 


Total $524.00d 


According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $524.00. l/3rd of this amount was $174.66d, 
deducted from $524. and $349.34d remains. And this $349.34d is the amount 
in full, for which Gray sold his Fish. The half of this $349.34d is 
$174.67d goes to the crew and $174.67d was Gray's share. Mr. Gray, paid me 
Thirty dollars license fee, on the 19th May 1876". 
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Year 1377 


"Patrick Gray, ’deceased' - fished on T. Island, etc. 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished 
He had a 50 Rod, White fish seine, worth $230. 

He had a 50 Rod Herring seine - new one worth $150. 

He had a 90 Rod Pike g. net worth $30. 

He had a 182 Rod Herring g. net worth $100. 

And Mr. Gray, caught the following kinds and quantities of Fish! vigt. 


8 

Barrels 

White fish at $10 

per 

$80.00 

2 

Barrels 

Shad at $5 per 


10.00 

4 

Barrels 

Herring at$5 per 


20.00 

100 

Barrels 

Ciscos at $6 per 


600.00 

25 

Barrels 

Pike at $6 per 


150.00 

10 

Barrels 

Frost fish at $4 per 

40.00 

100 

Barrels 

Coarse Fish at $6 

per 

600.00 


Total $1500.00 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $1500. l/3rd of this amount, was $500, deducted 
from $1500 and $1000 remains. And this $1000 is the full amount for which 
Gray sold his Fish. The half of this, $500, went to pay the crew - $500 
was also Gray's share. Gray paid me license fee $30. on 17 April 1877, and 
he paid $150 for a seine. 
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Year 1878 


"Patrick Cray, 'deceased', - Fished on T. Island, etc. 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished 
He had a 50 Rod W. fish seine worth $280. 

He had a 90 Rod, Pike g. net worth $30. 

He had a 182 Rod, Herring gill net worth'$100. 

He had a 50 Rod Herring seine worth $150. 

Mr. Gray, caught the following kinds, and quantities of Fish! vigt. 

16 Barrels White fish, at $8 per -• $128.00 

6 Barrels Herring at $5 per - 30.00 

4 Barrels Bass at $5 per - 20.00 

25 Barrels Pike at $6 per - 150.00 

40 Barrels Coarse Fish at $5 per - 200.00 

Total $528.00 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $528. l/3rd of this amount was $176, deducted 
from $528 and $352 remains. And this $352 is the full amount for which 
Gray sold his Fish. The half of this sum, $176, went to pay the crew, 
and $176 was Mr. Gray's share. 

Mr. Gray, paid me, on the 18th March 1378 Thirty dollars, license fee." 
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Year 1879 


"Patrick Cray, 'deceased', Fished on T. Island etc. 

He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished 

He had a 50 Rod White fish seine $280. 

He had a 90 Rod Pike g. net 30. 

He had a 182 Rod Herring g. net 100. 

He had a 50 Rod Herring seine 150. 

Mr. Gray, caught the following kind, and quantity of fish.' vigt. 

40 Barrels White fish at $8 per - $320. 

40 Barrels Pike at $6 per - 240. 

10 Barrels Bass at $6 per - 60. 

60 Barrels Coarse Fish at $5 per - 300. 

20 Barrels Herring at $5 per - 100, 

Total $1020. 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his hire' fish. - 

"The Market price was $1020. l/3rd of this amount was $340, deducted 
from $1020 and $680 remains. And this $680 is the amount in full, for which 
Gray sold his Fish. The half of '$680 is $340 and this amount goes to the 
crew, and $340, is Mr. Gray’s share. 

Mr. Gray, paid me, his license fee, $30 on the 28th April 1879". 
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Year 1880 


"Patrick Gray, 'deceased'. Fished on T. Island, etc. 
He had 2 Boats, worth $100 - 4 men fished 


He had one White fish seine, 50 Rod long - $200. 
He had a 90 Rod Pike g. net - 30. 
He had a 132 Rod Herring g. net - 100. 
He had a 50 Rod Herring Seine - 120. 


Mr. Gray caught the following kind and quantities of fish! vigt. 

$600. 

150. 

25. 

200 . 


Total $975. 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray, sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $975. l/3rd of this amount was $325, deducted 
from $975 and $650 remains. And this $650 is the amount in full, for which 
Gray sold his fish. The half of this sum $325, goes to the crew. And 
Mr. Gray received $325, as his share. Mr. Gray paid me, on the 19th May 1880 
thirty dollars. License fee." 


75 Barrels White fish at $3 per 
25 Barrels Pike at $6 per 
5 Barrels Herring at $5 per 
40 Barrels Coarse Fish at $5 per 



Page 551 


Year 1881 


"Patrick Gray, 'deceased'. Fished on T. Island etc. for a short time 
this year, before he was drowned in the Bay. 

He had 2 Boats, worth $120. 

"Mrs. Cray, owned, and paid for one of them, $80. 

He had a White fish seine 50 Rod long, $200. 

"Mrs. Gray, caught the following kinds, and quantities of Fish! vigt. 

3 Barrels White fish, at $12 per = . $36. 

5 Barrels Pike at $8 per = 40 

20 Barrels Coarse Fish at $6 per = 120 . 

Total $196. 

According to general rule, l/3rd was added by Gray, as profits, made 
by the Fish dealers, to whom Gray sold his fish. - 

"The Market price was $196. l/3rd of this amount was $65.33 and 
$130.67 remains. And this $130.67c, is the amount in full, that Gray, 
sold his fish for. Half of this amount, $65.33d, went to the crew - 
$65.34 was Gray's share. Mrs. Gray paid me $30 license fee, on the 
18th May 1881". 



June 25, 1883: 

Charge brought against Moses Niblock, of B. Beach, for catching 
and killing Herring, Perch and E e ls (on June 11) In L. Ont., 
with herring gill net, without license! 

application for Boat licenses for 8. Beach fishermen (7) 

Page 582: 

very small catch of Herring, White Bass caught by pound net fishermen 
of L. Erie, Norfolk Division, exhibited for sale by fish dealers, 
although they are not really marketable. Kerr suggests these fish 
be instantly liberated, alive, when caught, until the present run 
of such small fish has ended. 

June 30, 1883: 

- all types <.f net fishing in Kerr's division, so far present year a 
failure ... except for suckers and mullets. 

/ - whitefish selling for 25c each at Niagara 

July 5, 1883: 

no regulation sine mesh in the Act for a Herring, Mullet, Perch or 
Sucker seine in existence 

.593) - since rain has caused Credit River v/ater to be much higher than usual, 

good many spring salmon have been seen between Springfield and the Old 
Indian Village 

on June 25th, 5 salmon were seen at the mouth of Mullet Creek, a 
tributary of Credit 

- 3 lb salmon caught, during previous summer, at Pt. Credit 

- no written permission ever been given to anyone to fish in Credit 
River for Salmon 

Page 594: application for licenses 
July 6, 1883: 

two men saw 7 salmon in Credit River 

- spring mullet and sucker fishing in Credit 
July 9, 1883: 

Collingwood fisherman doing very well, catching great abundance of pickerel 
daily rains have damaged crops on the mountain 
July 10, 1883: application for licenses 
July 16, 1883: 

At Pt. Dover, L. Erie; Pound Net fishermen (accidentally) catch 
quite/?ew "Sheep Heads". These fish vary in size, from 2 lbs to 6 lbs, 
rarely sent to market, as public won't buy them. Thus, when caught, 
they are used as manure on farms. 

• C \ 

- application for licenses for Winona and N. River XQueenston) 

July 12, 1883: 

- small strip of Beach on B. Bay, in front of the Ocean House, being 
portion of Canal Reserve. (Explicit location given). 

July 19, 1803: application for licenses for L. Ont. and B. Beach 

July 24, 1883: 

- further description of Canal Reserve "Strip" 



July 27, 1883: application for seine license for Lake Ontario 

hook and line fishing for eels, and/or catching bait for the hooks 
^ permitted in N. River and L. Erie (where it is extensively carried 
on ... and where eels, sturgeon, catfish and pickerel caught in 
large quantities). 

July 30, 1883: 

- Mr. Wm. Campbell of Progreston "summonsed" up for allowing sawdust 
into 12 Mile Creek (3 pages), and Campbell’s appeal (nothing specific) 

application for a Boat license (to fish hooks and lines in Toronto Bay 
and L. Ontario) 

- Kerr's instructions to the American Net and Twine Co. with reference to 
making a small seine, as follows: 

- centre: 60 yds long, 40 yards when mounted 

2h" mesh ex. measure 
9 thread cotton 

- patent 

100 mesh deep, tapering off to 80 meshes deep at either end 

- wings to be 3" mesh, 45 yds long, each 30 yds when mounted, 
at each Brail to be tapered down to 25 meshes 

all to be patent finished twine 

July 31, 1883: application for Boat licenses (for whitefish gill nets, Herring 
gill nets, in L. Ontario, in front of township of Pickering) 

August 2, 1883: receipt for licenses received 

July 31, 1883: 

- case against hook thief (caught stealing 200 hooks, 300 yards lines 
from B. Bay). 

August 2, 1883: 

- hauling in Ashbridges Bay, L. Ont. caught smaller type of shad used 
for Eel bait with 3 small pike 

August 4, 1883: application for license to fish Whitefish and Herring gill 

nets in L. Ont. at Shoal Pt., township of Pickering 

August 6, 1883: 

- gill nets not to be fished within 2 miles of (a) licensed pound net ground(s) 

- Mansfield, of Frenchman's Bay, catching 9 lb whitefish in either a 
pound net or a seine 

- Bullheads (catfish) kind, good natured, useful fish, clean up bottoms 
of Toronto and Ashbridges Bays ... possibly devour cisco ova in deep 
waters of L. Ont., if ever found there ... good money for fishermen 

@ 7h/lb. ... catfish very fond of their young (opposed to devouring 
them), remain at nest to protect young until they hatch, then leading 
them around like a hen and chicks until they can provide for themselves. 

Then parent leads young off to unknown place where there is abundant 
food, and deserts them. 



/~\ 


August 6, 1883: 

letter to fisherman',' acknowledging fishing rights for the fall of 
1883, of the Beach portion in front of Leslieville, east of the cut, 
from Ashbridges Bay to L. Ont. 

August 7, 1883: 

- names of fishermen fishing in L, Huron and Georgian Bay with pound 
nets, currently catching large quantities of sturgeon and pickerel 
(both are companies ). To the 'representative 1 from the Importing 
and Fish Preserving House in N.Y. Kerr suggests the named fisherman's 
ability to supply said House with five to ten tons freshly dressed 
sturgeon weekly ... also a Pt. Dover Co. catching quantities of 
sturgeon in L. Erie with pound nets. 

August 10, 1883: 

85 dead pike floating in Ashbridges Bay, due to "the offal from 
Gooderham's Cattle Sheds", which has caused the death of many 
fish from time to time. 

"It would be much better to allow Pike to be caught off again with 
Gill Nets, next spring, by Mr. John Gunsall, Fisherman.*" 

- Mr. Wm. Black, Belleville, licensed to fish for "Bull Heads" 

(small catfish), due to "poisoned state of the water". Kerr adds 
"the sooner he commences to fish, so much the better." 

August 14, 1883: 

- Kerr and fisherman Gunsall toured Ashbridges Bay and the Marsh, in a 
boat, finding a great many dead Pike, Catfish and Perch floating in 
said Bay, thanks to Gooderham. 

- great quantities of fish of various kinds killed by cow manure and 
poisonous matter pumped into A. Bay through square wooden pipe leading 
from the Cow Byres, through the Marsh and approx. 200 yds into clear 
water (about 1000 yds from the Byres) 

- manure pumped through pipe with force enough to scatter and discolour 
said waters, sometimes for distance of 3 miles 

- approx. 10,000 cattle fattened, sold from Gooderham's Byres present 
season, up to previous June ... then grounds cleaned, using chemicals, 

\ disinfectants and lime chloride, and all was pumped into A. Bay, thus 

enabling no fish whatever to live in the immediate vicinity. The 
chemicals kill all living fish, marsh grass, flags, bullrushes, water 
lilies, roots of bog and marsh ... water very high (so far) causing dead 
stuff to float away, leaving 5 mile stretch of open, clear water. 

- thus paradox! while Gooderhams brings hundreds of thousands of dollars 
into Toronto, annually, it proceeds to destroy the great fish food and 
industry of said City ... grave situation 

- suggests pile-driving, construction of a large crib and pier filled 
with stone, materiallychanging future fishing aspect of said place ...' 

* 


same man 



August 14, 1883: 

course of Don River to be altered ... a new channel to be dredged 
through the Marsh "and carried away out in Lake Ontario, east of 
the gap." "The new channel will pass so close by the main body of 
the offals that it may carry the poison out into L. Ont "scattering 
death and destruction amoungst our choicer fish: such for instance, as Trou 
Whitefish and Herring." (See Aug. L5 1883) 

- Kerr suggests prosecuting owners of Cow Byers immediately, manure 

carried off to farms, used usefully ! 

- Toronto citizens angry! 

application for piece of land near the gap, on T. Bay, for Gunsall. 

(to build fishing house), description of land. 

Aug. 15, 1883: 

- no entrance from A. Bay to Toronto Bay to be built; it will be piled, 

cribbed and stoned 

Aug. 16, 1883: 

- further report on A. Bay (repeat ..), incredible no. of dead fish 

Aug. 17, 1883: 

- application ($5 fee) to fish Trout gill nets in L. Ont. 

- Bronte fishermen catching abundance of fish 

Paddy Hand, fisherman, said large school of whitefish (of which he 
caught 48 and 38) crossed to north shore, near Merrigolds Point 

Aug. 20, 1883: 

j- large quantities of Sturgeon recently caught by Youngstown, N.Y., 
resident fishermen in L. Ont. near Niagara (in U.S. waters) 

- about 12 industrious gill net fishermen in Youngstown 

1 - Sturgeon bed about 2 miles long and half mile wide ... favourite 

; resort of congregating and spawning sturgeon. Youngstown fishermen 

and a few Niagara fishermen set their gill nets on these grounds 
while sturgeon are spawning, regularly lifting 109, 99, 70, 40 and 30 fish. 
Nets have sufficiently large meshes, but none exceed 300 yds length 
(200, 300 yds general length of sturgeon gill nets). Price for sturgeon 
at present season l’l-lc/lb, dressed, in winter 5 ! $c/lb fresh and dressed 

August 21, 1883: 

- Wm. Campbell, saw mill owner of Progreston, East Flamboro, Wentworth 

County (on 12 mile Creek) recently severely fined ($57.65) for allowing 
sawdust into 12 mile creek (which is frequented by fish named in the Act) 

- brief records of a few other saw mill cases 

theory that trout fry placed in 12 Mile Creek destroyed by sawdust from 
Campbell's Mill. Untrue as proven in court. 

(many years) previously Wilmot, of Newcastle Hatchery, had (twice) 
placed salmon fry in 12 Mile Creek at Bronte (about 25 miles away, 
on the course of the Creek, from Campbell’s mill). Stocking this and 
similar creeks proved failure. No speckled trout fry planted in 
12 Mile Creek in "18 years and 8 months". 

Kerr recommends 12 Mile Creek be exempt for 5 years from " date " from the 
provisions of the Fisheries Act, regarding sawdust and mill rubbish. 



August 22, 1883: 

Kerr sends report to Bauset, in Ottawa, stating Campbell's mill 
rubbish (sawdust) does no harm to fish in 12 Mile Creek, mainly 
because there are no fish in it! Except suckers in spring. 

(Campbell burns a large percentage of his sawdust). 

August 25, 1883: application for licenses for L. Ontario (names, etc.) 

- heads, guts and skins of the sturgeon caught by U.S. fishermen at 
Youngston, N. Y., are dumped into U.S. waters. 

- Niagara River beach extremely clean, no particles or scales 
observable, Youngston - filthy 

- regular close season for sturgeon necessary 

- sturgeon gill net fishing prohibited within Canadian waters of L. Ont., 
as stated in Public Notice ... but gill nets for whitefish, pickerel, 
herring, etc. remain permitted, provided fishermen are licensed 

August 27, 1883: 

sj - great gill net fishing for sturgeon in U.S. waters of L. Ont. near 

Niagara, with 9-11%" meshes. Fishermen have caught 109, 99, 85, 75, 

50, 48 and 35 sturgeon in single lifts, with gill nets not exceeding 
500 yds length, "hung in usual way, except corks are closer!" 

- good sturgeon grounds near mouth of Canal 
August 28, 1883: 

seine hauling in 2 Mile Creek mouth, L. Ont. 

August 29, 1883: 

- application for small piece of sand bar recently formed near the 
gap, east end of Toronto Bay, 60' x 30', where certain fisherman 
has erected his gill net reels ... also for vacant beach lot. 

August 31, 1883: 

- application for pound net license for Frenchman's Bay 

- McCarthy, M.P. telegraphed Collingwood fisherman that they could use 
4.3/4" mesh gill nets (for whitefish and s. trout) instead of the 
regular 5", in L. Huron and Georgian Bay 

- Kerr records seeing whitefish, beautiful and perfect in 'symetry', 
weighing 18% lbs, from L. Huron 

September 3, 1883: 

- any time of year is good time to plant fry, in any depleted trout 
stream, providing no fish in chosen stream will devour them 

- fry planting of every type of fish completed previous May, from 
Ontario Hatcheries, no fry on hand until about April 1, 1884. 

fishing in Kerr's division of L. Ont. very slim ... abundance of fish, 
but neither men nor material employed for fishing nearly as extensively 
as in previous years 

angling for bass excellent in Grand River, L. Erie, Niagara and B. Bay 

- reduced rate ($5) for seine hauling grounds at Niagara 



On the back of page 687 tne following Notice: 

"PUBLIC ATTENTION 

is directed to the following Provisions of the FISHERY 


LAWS in the ProvL 

"Pickerel (Dore) cannot be caught 
Muskinonge 
Bass 

Speckled Trout, Brook 
or River Trout 

Salmon Trout and 
Lake Trout 

Whitef isli 


:e of Ontario . 

From 15th April to 15th May 

From 15th September to 1st May 

From 1st to 10th November 
From 1st to 10th November 


Net or Seine fishing without Licenses is prohibited 

Nets must be raised from Saturday night until Monday morning of each week 
Nets cannot be set or Seines used so as to bar channels or bays 
Indians are forbidden to fish illegally the same as white men 

Each person guilty of violating these Regulations is liable to fine and costs, 
or in default of payment is subject to imprisonment 

No person shall, during such prohibited times fish for, catch, kill, 

buy, sell, or have in possession any of the kinds of fish mentioned above." 


"By Order 

W.F. Whitcher, 

Commissioner of Fisheries" 


"Department of Marine and Fisheries 
Ottawa, 1st August, 1883" 



September 3, 1.333: 

- Barton township man wants 2 bushels wild rice to sow in the 
Marshes and Inlets of his farm on B. Bay 

September 6, 1883: 

- seining in River Thames and its small ponds brought up a few Pike, 

Catfish and a lot of suckers 

Warren Totten, Mayor of Woodstock, Mr. Reville, Mr. Whitehead and 
Dr. Swan, all of Woodstock, have a large, fresh spring water pond, 
abundantly stocked with thousands of speckled trout (from Wilmot 
of Newcastle Hatcheries). Wm. Thorton has 3 ponds on lots 1 and 2, 
in 3rd Concession of West Oxford, that he had made, to the tune of 
$1000.00. Thorton's dams broke previous year, spilling 800 of his 
stock trout downstream, into Totton's (etc.) pond. Thorton caught a 
) few back and placed them in his ponds again for spawning purposes. 

L_Thorton^old Kerr he had received 15,000 speckled trout from Wilmot the 
previous year, paying $50 for the eggs ... hatching clone free. 

Present year Thorton received 20,000 speckled trout fry from Wilmot 
for which he paid $40, which was returned to him. Joseph Thorton 
(Wm.'s brother) also has a speckled trout pond, where Kerr observed 
400 of previous year's trout (in the middle pond) and quantities of 
present year's fry (in his upper pond). 

September 10, .1883: 

- In 1865, Patric Cray "deceased" (by drowning) fished on Toronto Island. 

He had 2 boats worth $100, one seine worth $300, 2,500 yds gill nets 
worth $250. 

jPage 693: petition for Niagara Fish Hatchery (as it is on the "Head of Navigation 
September 13, 1883: 

great destruction, carried on during close season, of Speckled Trout 
in the Inland Lakes between Shelburne and Owen Sound on the line of 
the T.C. and Bense Railway, especially at Markdale. 

September 17, 1883: 

/ - angling for yellow pickerel at Queenston, in N. River, very good 

September 18, 1883: 

reference to "logwood coloured water" of B. Bay, and no injury 
whatsoever to fishes due to this "discoloured logwood stuff" from 
Ontario Cotton Mill. 

September 17, 1883: 

- Kerr received several complaints with reference to dye stuffs from 
Ontario Cotton Mill Coy ... some people saying it is as thick as 
mud between G.W. Rv Wharf and Basticus. 

September 27, 1883: 

236 miles from Hamilton to Killarney 

- 47 fishing boats, with crews of 2 and 3 men (from Collingwood) 
presently fishing at different islands in Georgian Bay 



September 27, 1883: 

24 of those 47 were fishing at Killarney untiL August, when 
fishing ceases there 

- channel, separating Killarney village from an island ... (2 miles long) 
on Island side fishermen have deposited fish guts, offals and dead fish, 
which is washed into the water used by the villagers (village has 

30 houses, population 300) 

September 28, 1883: 

application for licenses for Killarney fishermen fishing gill nets, 
pounds ... for S. Trout and Whitefish (names, etc. etc.) 

- - application for licenses for 8. Beach, (Queeenston) and Belleville 

fishermen to fish Herring gill nets in L. Ont., Hoop Nets in Toronto 
Bay for purposes of catching Bull Heads only ( 2h " mesh extension measure) 

September 18, 1883: 

Killarney is prosperous fishing place at the lower end of Georgian Bay 
"with the Great Manitoulin lying South a few miles away" (further 
description of the village) 

Page 724: application for Boat licenses for L. Ont. between Stephenson's 
Point and Ten Mile Creek (3) (names, etc.) 

September 28, 1883: Names of fishermen who have been and/or are fishing 
for J. Noble on/off their leased property all over Georgian Bay 

Page 730: record of "unpleasantness" between J and C Noble, and 
James Patton, Overseer ... (illegally fished waters, etc.) 

Page 742: further "politics" regarding Patton's oversight, etc. 

Page 746-763: statements of fishermen regarding Noble vs. Patton 

October 8, 1883: further report Noble vs. Patton 

application for licenses for B. Beach fishermen 

October 2, 1883: names of fish dealers who employ the fishermen, no. of 
licenses, sum paid for licenses, etc. for Kerr's division 

Pages 778-787: further statements regarding J & C Noble, etc. 

October 18, 1883: 

- application for license Frenchman's Bay, Bronte fishermen 
Pages 789-796: further evidence against Patton 

Page 797: list of fishermen fishing for J & C Noble in Georgian Bay 
without instruction re boundary of lease 

Pages 799-807: evidence, etc. against Patton 

Page 808: "Names of 24 Boat Owners, Fishermen at Killarney, on 18th of June 
last, whom James Patton, F.O., states he attempted to have summonsed 
served on, for fishing 4.3/4" mesh: illegal S.T. and White fish Gill nets" 



Pages 809-828: further statements, etc. regarding "unpleasantness" 

Page 829: "Names of Fishermen in Mr. George S. Miller's division of 

Owen Sound, at present fishing in Georgian Bay, under Boat Licenses, 
etc. for and during the year 1883 ..." 

Pages 829-831: further evidence, etc. re Patton, Killarney, etc. 

Page 832: "The Names of Fish Dealers, who are purchasing all the Fish, 
being caught in Georgian Bay, during this year, 1883, and who are 
daily forwarding the same to the Customers" (names, resicences) 

three of named Dealers handled 850 tons of (some illegally caught) 
fish each ... 

Page 833: "List of Fishermen and Boats, from Collingwood, fishing during 
this year 1883, in Georgian Bay" (names, no. pound nets fished, 
no. boats, location)" 

Pages 834-843: further evidence, etc. re illegal sized gill nets fished in 

Georgian Bay by employees, etc. of J & C Noble, permitted by F.O. Patton 

October 25, 1883: application for S.T., Whitefish gill net license for 

Georgian Bay, said not being 5" mesh legal extension measure (names, etc.) 

Pages 845-847: further evidence ... 

Page 850: Memorandum of statements, sent to Bauset, Fisheries Dept. Ottawa: 
pertaining to Noble, Patton, etc. of Killarney (names of men who gave 
statements, residences, length of statement) 

Page 852: Kerr requests that Pike gill net fishing be permitted during 

spring of 1884 in Ashbridges Bay (as it is better to have fish caught 
by licensed fishermen than destroyed by the Cow Byres) 

Page 855: Collingwood fishermen request 4.3/4" mesh nets legalized ... 

Kerr recommends this to Ottawa, however also suggests close season 
be lengthened from 8 days to 20 days there (in Georgian Bay) ... 
from Oct. 25 to Nov. 20 each year, in Georgian Bay (class of whitefish 
in G. Bay can only be caught in paying quantities, in 4.3/4" meshes) 

Pages 856-860: further statements regarding the Killarney incident 

Page 857: Killarney fisherman left his gill nets in Georgian Bay for 18 days 
(employed by J & C Noble, Coy.) during hot weather previous summer, 
and upon fishing them up found large number of dead and rotten fish, 
which he threw back into G. Bay. 

- Killarney incident also involves employees of Noble fishing during 
close season 

Page 861: Captain W.J. Dibble, of Mr. Dawson W. Ports' Tug , unloaded nine 

barrels of fish guts into G. Bay waters, which were .Later seen floating 

- Meaford fisherman, Donald McDonald, also threw a number of barrels of 
fish guts into G. Bay, at the head of the channel at Killarney 

P.862 ~ farther statement regarding Killarney incident 



Page 863: "Schedule of Fishermen fishing at present, for Misters 
J & C Noble, on Georgian Bay without any instructions as to 
boundary or lease" 

- "Names of Indians, who was soiling their fish to J & C Noble! 
and fishing twelve miles away from any point of J & C Nobles 
Lease limits" 

Pages 866-876: further statements regarding the Killarnev incident 

Page 877: expiicit report of the "origin and nature of the difficulties 
between Georgian Bay fishermen, Misters Noble, and Overseer Patton, 
with the view of arriving at some satisfactory settlement" 

(to page 883 ... including brief conclusion) 

November 2,. 1883: Kerr examined Streams and the Lakeshore as far east 
(p.889) as Whitby, finding no salmon 

November 5, 1883: application to seine in L. Ont. 

- "very fine Herring" presently being caught in gill nets, in L. Ont. 
on B.' Beach 

Bronte Cisco fishing magnificent 

November 9, 1383: application for licenses for seines and a Machine in 
Niagara River 

£age 896: Machines in N. River at Queenston catching good numbers of Herring 

- large quantities of Sturgeon caught in 11V mesh gill nets extension 
measure in US waters, near Niagara, by Niagara fishermen 

3 lb Whitefish caught while Herring hauling, liberated alive 

large quantities S. Trout and Whitefish being caught in gill nets in 
L. Huron, near Wiarton, or in Colpoy's Bay 

November 10, 1883: 

- Tug from Wiarton, L. Huron, came to Meaford, bringing Fish Cars, 
and 4-5 tons S. Trout caught during close season in Georgian Bay ... 

no spawn collected from these fish, although Charles Wilmot was present 

November 11, 1883: 

- application to spear Herring from Nov. 20 to Dec. 10 
"eggs taken from dead fish don’t amount to anything!" 

November 12, 1883: application for Sturgeon Hook licenses ($5) (9) 

' - permission for Niagara fishermento catch bait in Niagara River cancelled 
November 13, 1883: 

- 8 salmon caught by Frenchman’s Bay fishermen, during close season 

- Kerr's salary $500/year; travelling expenses $20/year 

illegal seine hauling in 16 Mile Creek, large quantities of Bass 
being caught 

Page 910: clipping: "Canadian Fisheries Exhibit" (London Exhibition) 

November 17, 1883: 

- rough weather at present, most valuable type of close season for 
salmon trout and whitefish 



November 27, 1883: 

fishermen fishing for S. Trout; and White fish in L. Huron between 
Southampton and Stokes Bay (80 miles) lost all their gill nets in 
severe storms 

- in renewal of gill nets they shall be 5" mesh extension measure 
and upwards 

November 3, 1883: application for seine hauling licenses for L. Ont., 

(p. 922) near Four Mile Pond 

November 26, 1883: 

- Herring very numerous, at present, in Burlington waters, as it is 
during present season they come in from L. Ont. to spawn 

- application for Boat, Hoop Net licenses (the latter for Whitby Harvour) 
December 10, 1883: 

- Kerr recommends close season for the different species of S. Trout 
in Georgian Bay be Oct. 25-Nov.25 inclusive 

- close season for Whitefish should be from Nov. 10 to Nov.30 inclusive 

- therefore, combined, close season for S. Trout and Whitefish should be 
Nov. 5 to Nov. 30 inclusive 

abundance of Herring in Georgian Bay 

within past 3 years Whitefish and S. Trout have doubled in price 

close season for Pike (April 15-May 15 should be changed to 
May 1-15 inclusive 

- licensed fishing boats, gill net buoys should be marked and numbered 

Collingwood fishermen upset about S. Wilmot, Newcastle Hatchery, who 
goes to Meaford every fall to obtain spawn from fishermen, (who are 
allowed to fish through‘close season there) and his retaining the fish 
from which the spawn is taken until the process is completed 

Pages 951-956: Account of Wilmot's activities re obtaining spawn from 
Meaford fishermen, etc. ("political") 

Pages 960-961: further account of Killarney, Georgian Bay fisheries re incident 
December 21, 1883: 

- Kerr requests permission from Ottawa for the spearing for Pike, Bass and 
Herring "in the usual places" in B. Bay and Dundas March, between Jan. 1 and 
April 14 (1884) for license fee $1 

December 24, 1883: 

petition to fish pike gill nets in Ashbridges Bay in the following spring ... 
Kerr says better that the people catch pike then, than to lose these fish 
to "the cow manure limits" 

Page 977: Georgian Bay fishermen setting more gill nets than they can handle, 
thus hauling up dead and rotting fish, and then dumping them back into 
gill net waters 

January 8, 1884: 

the Minister orders all fishermen licensed to fish gill nets for 
Whitefish and S. Trout to use 5" meshes 


End of Book 11 



Book Mo. 12 


Page 2: 

- Kerr "took up" Memorandums of D. Sharp, F.O. at Port Ryersee, 
gives brief annual report? 34 Boats worth $216; 36 men, 10 spears 
worth $30, hooks and lines worth $154; $477 worth of Pike, Pickerel, 
Sturgeon, Channel cat, etc., caught, besides 16% barrels? Pike 

and 4 Barrels Pickerel worth $87; list of names 

January 15, 1884: application for licenses 
January 14, 1884: 

- 11 Boats, 40 men engaged in fishing Ciscos at Bronte 

January 22* 1884: seine hauling in N. River, from Ashbridges Wharf, 
Kennedy’s Hollow, using a River seine ($10 fee) 

- application for licenses (also January 23) 

January 10, 1884: 

(pp.12-17) Annual Report of Boats, Nets, etc. together with yield and 
market value of fishes caught in waters of Hamilton Division, from 
Whitby Harbour, L. Ont. to west side of Moulton Bay, L. Erie. 

- catch summarized as follows: 


1 . 

From Whitby Harbour to Bronte 

- 2292 Barrels 

• - 

$18,302. 

2. 

From Bronte to Winona 

605 Barrels 

- 

5,522. 

3. 

From Winona to Queenston Hts. 

1120 Barrels 

- 

10,482. 

4. 

From Queenston Hts. to 

Moulton Bay 

721 Barrels 

_ 

8,562. 


Total for 1883: $42,868. 

- Total for 1882 $39,923, thus an increase of $2,964.75 

- large catch of Ciscos at Bronte, in L. Ont., partially accounts for 
the annual increase ... fish dealer employs 11 Boats (Thomas Joyce 
and Coy.) Cisco catch at B. Beach, Winona in L. Ont. also increased. 

- catch of S. Trout, Whitefish almost a failure compared to other years ... 
many causes, but J.W. insists there is abundance of said fish in L. Ont., 

/ the millions of fry couldn't be all devoured! Few gill nets fished, 

^ shavings coming down N. River from Black Rock, Sturgeon guts in River 

(dumped by U.S. fishermen) are all causes of poor show ... also Whitefish 
did not come close to shore or onto seine hauling grounds during latest 
season, as the food near shore was devoured by the great numbers of 
Ciscos and Herring. 

- Angling and Trolling was most successful in B. Bay, at Niagara and 
; Queenston in the Niagara River, and in L. Erie. Kerr recommends 

trolling for Pika in B. Bay during summer be henceforth discontinued, 

as when caught in hot weather they don't bring half the price they do 

• when taken in cold. During cold weather they sell for 5c/lb. 

- Excellent Bass bring good, year round, profitable price. 

Sturgeon (dressed) sold during 1883, in old Niagara, for 5t, 6b, 7<:/lb. 



January 10, 1884: 

Sturgeon gill nets 12" mesh extension measure, 7 meshes deep) 

took place of Hooks and Lines at Niagara, proving somewhat profitable. 

All Sturgeon Kerr recoided were caught in U.S. waters at Niagara. 

As soon as Sturgeon enter certain waters, Whitefish immediately 
abandon them. 

Fish Hatcheries at Newcastle, Sandwich great success, the eggs carefully 
looked after until the fry hatch. Fry should be more gently handled 
when being transported, planted .. they should be planted in Lakes with 
bottoms of the same description the parent fish were captured on. 

- Gill Nets for catching S. Trout, Whitefish minimum 5" mesh ex. measure 

a few Parent Salmon spawned at usual time previous fall, in Duffins Creek 

report on "the advisability of establishing a Fish Hatchery at the 
Town of Niagara" 

January 25, 1884: 

- there are approx. 60 spearing houses presently on the Bay 
January 26, 1884: 

- Frenchman's Bay fisherman caught a salmon in pound net in L. Ont. 
previous fall 

February 4, 1884: account of license fees collected from men fishing in 
Georgian Bay 

account of spearing licenses (to spear Pike, etc. in B. Bay and 
Dundas Marsh from Jan. 0 to April 14) 

Page 32: 

- two pounds set and fished previous year, just outside of Rattlesnake 
Harbour (on Georgian Bay side of Owen Channel), catching abundance of 
small whitefish 

- previous fall Indians caught 50-200 Trout/day in Owen Channel, 
averaging 8 lbs. each, sold them to Noble for 15c each 

- New pounds to be fished must be 5" mesh in the Pots 

Page 34: spearing licenses issued for Collingwood fishermen (5) 

Page 43: 

- Overseer James Patton dismissed 

- no nets to be fished in Owen Channel or within 300 yds of it 

February 9, 1884: application for spearing licenses for B. Bay and 
Dundas March (13) 

February 13, 1884: 

great many Trout caught in Georgian Bay never in the nets 

Kerr suggests fixing the number of nets/boat ... and enforcing a 
whole month as close season for S. Trout and Whitefish in G. Bay 

- reports seeing box of speared salmon at a fish dealers, averaging 
6 lbs each, caught in G. Bay and Penetanguishene 



February 14, 1884: 

statistics of a portion of the Collingwood District of Georgian 
Bay (ex-Overseer James Patton) for 1883: 

76 men employed 

36 Boats engaged in fishing, worth $16,000. 

563 Nets, total of 298,996 yards 
= 54,363 Rods or 164 miles of 

gill nets . . . worth $17,237 . 

Total: $33,237. 

... all fished in said portion of 0. Bay, plus three pounds. 
Total fish caught ... 

3,166-2 barrels Whitefish at $10 per ... $31,665. 


1,754^ barrels Trout at $10 per . 17,545. 

150 barrels Pickled at $8 per .... 1,200. 

400 barrels Pickerel at $5 per ... 2,000 


Total: $52,410. 


... Annual licenses paid totalled about $300. 

All of this thanks to "the gross mismanagement of the Overseer" 

February 18, 1884: 

- application for licenses for two Cape Rich fishermen to fish in 
Georgian Bay, and a Youngston fisherman to fish a seine in N. River. 

- 12 fishing grounds laid off at Turkey Pt., between Deep Hole Pt. and 
Point of Grass (Six from D.II. Pt. to Bob Wood's Pt. and six from 
B.W. Pt. to Pt. of Grass), each within 15 chain frontage, rent rangin 
from $5-$10/year. 

Six seine hauling grounds on the mainland, from above St. Williams' 
Harbour, east into Secords Bay, five with 15 chain frontage, one with 
17 chains. 

- Lighthousekeeper, Collingwood, applies on behalf of other fishermen 
for spearing licenses, to spear Trout, Perch and Bass. 

Page 74: 

"Memorandum of the Names of Fishermen and residence; who fished at, 
or near Killarney, Georgian Bay, last June and were present when the 
fuss happened at Killarneyl" 

February 23, 1884: 

- gill nets fished by L. Huron fishermen at Southampton, Port Elgin, ' 
Harper Ilav, Kincardine, Goderich, Bayfield, etc. are 4'i", 4.3/4" and 
4.5/8" mesh extension measure, never exceeding 4.5/8" mash except a 

l Mfew 5V' meshes used to catch larger fish in the fall 

great demand for gill nets, that orders from Scotland won't be filled 
by the time fishing commences in Georgian Bay 

suggests uniform boat license all over Georgian Bay 

application for license for Port Unison, Pickering man to fish Trout, 
Whitefish and Herring gill nets in L. Ontario. 




February 23, 1884: application for licence for Highland Creek man to 
fish Pike gill nets in Highland Creek and Marshes 

- application for license for Leslieville man to fish Herring gill net 
Ln front of Ashbridges Bay, L. Ont. 

- application for license for Toronto Island man to fish Trout gill 
nets in L. Ont. 

- application for license for T. Island man to seine in L. Ont. 
application for licenses for two T. Island fishermen 

- application for license for Humber fisherman to fish Pike gill nets 
in the Humber and Humber Marshes 

application for license for Humber fisherman to fish one single pot 
pound net, (and 65 rod lead) in L. Ont. 

- Herring, suckers and Mullet will be chief fish caught between Parkdale 
and Walkers Pt, in pound net 

- application for license for Humber fisherman to seine and fish a 
Herring gill net in L. Ont. 

November 7, 1879 - Copy - Previous 4th Oct. Kerr found 6 men had caught and 

killed 14 bushel baskets of catfish, sunfish and bass with a small seine, 
at the mouth of 20 Mile Creek, in contravention with the Sunday clause 

February 20, 1884: 

- several persons fishing gill nets under the ice in Georgian Bay in 
front of the Toim (Kil.larney?), others were spearing Trout, selling 
them, without licenses. 

March 4, 1884: 

- has been and continues to be a very severe winter 

|>age 109 - Public Notice - Seine hauling grounds in N. River, between 

Rousseau's Wharf and Kennedy's Hollow (within town limits of Niagara) 
restricted to angling and trolling, except by permission of already 
present licenses 

March 5, 1884: 

Ben Cook got Frank Wyett to write J.C. Rykert, M.P. asking that a 
stop be put to all net fishing in 20 Mile Pond 

March 10, 1884: application for license to fish Pike gill net in ? 3ay and 
east end of Toronto Bay, expiring around May 20 

- no one has yet applied for Cisco licenses, no one fishing Ciscos other 
than Bronte fishermen 

Kerr applies to the "Acting Commissioner of Fisheries" to let a 
Mr. Andrew Gage fish for a few pike (in a gill net) in B. Bay, 
without a license (description, location of Gage's land) 

- application for Gunsall, of Toronto, for a license to fish Pike gill 
nets in Toronto Bay, and in the Don, and Ashbridges Bay. 



March 13, 1884: 

- description of the license of a New Boating Company, on L. Ont. 

- application for licenses for S. Trout, Whitefish gill nets to be 
fished in Georgian Bay (from Moose Deer Point to'Serpent River, 
south of Manitoulin Is.) and spearing (2) 

list of Collingwood fishermen licensed for 1883 (4) 

- report of illegal (close season) fishing at Meaford and Thornbury 

Page 132: copy of report of Col] Logwood fisherman illegally fishing 

"on the Mary Ward Reef" early Nov. ... fishing in Byng Inlet throughout 
seasons in 1S83 

March 13, 1884: application from Richard Koffin, Collingwood to fish 
3 new boats, 48 new gill nets of 500 yds each, of 4.3/4" mesh .. 

March 14, 1884: application for license renewals 

March 17, 1884: 

- return of fish caught in ex-Overseer James Patton's division of 
Georgian Bay amounting to $80,739.00 in 1883. 

- J & C Noble hired 52 boats, 201,500 yards gill nets, caught $20,260. 
worth of fish 

March 19, 1884: 

- names of persons and farms, who deal largely in Gill nets, from whom 
undersized nets were obtained and given to Georgian Bay and L. Huron 
fishermen (5) 

- legal size for Whitefish, S. Trout gill nets: 5" mesh 

- names of Fishermen who paid 1883 license fees to fish in the Collingwood 
Division of Georgian Bay (12) 

- Kerr's suggested license fees for Noble Coy. in Georgian Bay 
March 20, 1884: 

record of the- quantity of. fishing material employed at Club Island 
in Georgian Bay, Collingwood Division, during 1883 

fish caught in said location: 

666 barrels Trout at $10 per - $6,660.00 

666 barrels Whitefish at $10 per - 6,660.00 

Total: $13,320.00 

sold in Toronto, Hamilton and U.S. Other fish were "caught, salted 
and put up by IndiansI" 

application for licenses for Georgian Bay fishermen, to fish pound 
nets (2) 

fish caught in the North Channel (south end of Clapperton Is.) and 
inside of the Christian Islands, Georgian Bay, are Sturgeon and 
Pickerel (in early season). 



March 22, 1884: 

quantities of fish caught by Indians, with gill nets, in G. Bay, 
as mentioned March 20 ’84: 

250 packages Trout at $4 per 
300 " " " $4 ” 

250 " " " $4 " 

150 " " " $4 " 

150 " " " $4 " 

1.100 half packages at a Total of: $4,400.00 

- also record of the quantity of fishing material employed at the southwest 
end of Horse Island, further toward northwest point of Horse Island, 

and at Rattlesnake Harbour, Collingwood Division, where the above fish 
were caught. 

March 22, 1884: 

- number of fishermen engaged in fishing in Collingwood Division, 

G. Bay during 1883: 

The amount of fish caught and pickled - $11,539.00 

" " " " " " sold fresh - 86,930.00 

Total: $98,469.00 

- above fish were Whitefish, Trout, Pickerel, Sturgeon and Coarse fish 

- Indians of Manitoulin Island catch large quantities of fish, selling 
them cheaply to Traders, often receiving Whiskey in place of money. 

Kerr advises putting a stop to this trade ... 

- fishing material employed in said division, for 1883: 

117 Boats and Tugs! (242 men) worth $36,210.00 

1624 Gill Nets = 114,457 Rods worth 33,709.50 

8 round Nets, etc. valued at 3,219.00 

Total: $73,138.50 

- "so much wealth in fishing material ... invested amoungst three 
classes of the community, vigt. The Whites! The Indians! and 
Half Breeds!!! 

March 24, 1884: 

- Georgian Bay "is a mine of great wealth" 

- application for license to fish pound nets at Christian Island refused 

as the Dept, intended to reserve it as breeding grounds, and for resident 
Indians (who depend mostly on fish for winter sustenance) 

March 25, 1884: 

- application for license for Frenchman's Bay fisherman, to fish Pike 
gill nets in said Bay until May 24, 1884. 

- application for license to seine in L. Ont. at Red Creek 

application for boat license to fish Whitefish, Herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., small seine (in same lake) 


$ 1 , 000.00 

$ 1 , 200.00 

$ 1 , 000.00 

600.00 

600.00 



March 29, 1884: 

- close season for Bass,' Muskinonge and Pickerel: April 15-May 15 


March 28, 1884: 

Ridgeway fisherman caught 6000 fish, -j Whitefish, % Trout, with 
12 nets and a boat, at Sandy Island, Georgian Bay 

March 28, 1884: 

- application for licenses to fish 3", 3'i" mesh Herring gill nets, 

5" mesh Whitefish gill nets in L. Ont. (between Stephenson's Point 

and Ten Mile Creek) ... "whenever Seine fishing is stopped for the 

season: gill nets may be fished as far up as the deep hole, 

situated % a mile out from the beach, at or in front of Kennedy's Hollow. 



application for license for seine hauling grounds in N. River, 
between the Wharf at Oueenston and the Black Horse Tavern, Township 
of Niagara. 


March 26, 1834: 

/- seine fishing commenced by Mr. Jane Elliots crew, in N. River seine 
hauling grounds ... gill nets not to be set within 2 miles of said 
grounds 

March 29, 1884: 

- application for licenses to seine and gill net in L. Ont. .. 

"all salmon and small whitefish must be instantly liberated" 


March 31, 1884: B. Bay icebound 


April 3, 1884: 

- report regarding pound nets fished, in G. Bay, 1883, by J & C Noble 
and Coy., J.W. Renney and Coy, Killarney: 


2 pounds fished inOwen Channel, 100 rod lead each, worth 

1 " " " tape Smith, 80 rod lead, worth 

3 new pound, not fished, 

one 80 rod lead 

two 100 rod leads worth 

4 new pounds, not fished, 

one 50 rod lead 
three 300 rod leads worth 

Total rods: 810 Total value of pounds: 


$ 1 , 000.00 

300.00 

1,500.00 

2 , 000.00 

$4,800.00 


Boats, etc.: One Tug, worth 
One pound Boat, worth 
One Steam Pile Driver, 
worth 

Total: 

■ carry 


$2,800.00 

200.00 

375,00 

$3,375.00 

4,800.00 


Grand Total: $8,175.00 

Total amount of fish caught with one pound in Cape Smith, two pounds 
in Owen Channel, in 1883: 

115 barrels Pickerel, at $10 per - $1,150.00 

115 " Whitefish at $10 per - 1,150.00 

115 " Trout, at $10 per — 1,150.00 


Total: 


$3,450.00 



Amount of fish caught and pickled 
Amount of fish caught, sold fresh 

Tota1: 


$11,539.00 

90,370.00 

$101,909.00 


Material used in fishing: 


119 boats and tugs - 246 men - valued at 
1624 nets - 114,457 rods valued at 
11 pound nets valued at 

Total in use in 1883: 

7 pound nets not fished valued at 

Total: 


$39,585.00 

33,709.00 

4,517.00 

$77,813.00 

3,500.00 

$81,313.00 


? addition 


April 3, 1884: 

- storm brought 6" fresh snow 

J.W. hasn't seen a single Whitefish yet present season 

April 4, 1884: 

- application for licenses to seine in L. Ontario (near Four Mile Pond) 
and in L. Erie (between Windmill Pt. and Point Albino) 

April 5, 1884: 

Kerr's letter to Frenchman's Bay fisherman 

"Pike are not Maskinonge. Pike are white in flesh! 

Maskinonge are pink colour in flesh, and a very superior 
fish they are to a Pike". 

April 10, 1884: 

- list of stations, names (one per), seine fishermen and their lots 
(latter most likely) at Turkey Pt. for 1884. 

- the misfortunes of Mrs. Jane Gray, widow of Patrick Gray, 'deceased', 
Toronto Island fisherman 

April 14, 1884: 

thousands of pike being shot while playing, spawning in Ontario waters 
Page 207: 

- Sam Wilmot said food is never found in a Salmon's stomach when he is 
above tide water, or in the ? parts of rivers ... while Kerr found 
38 young salmon out of. a larger one iii Hamilton, and 36 out of one 
caught in the Moise. 

April 15, 1884: application for licenses to fish gill nets in L. Ont. 
(between Stephenson's Pt. and Ten Mile Creek) (3) 

pp.211-215: applications for licenses to seine in L. Ont. for whitefish 


April 15, 1384: application for license to fish Whitefish and Herring 
gill nets in L. Ont. 


jApril 


16, 1884: numerous applications 
splendid Herring being caught 


for licenses from Niagara, 


where 


April 17, 1884: 

- pike shooters are members of Game Clubs, 
assumed names" 


'•'illegally banded, under 



April 19, 1884: 

- large speckled trout found on train, caught in the Mill Pond at 
Allandale 

April .13, 1384: 

- license fees received by Kerr for two Toronto Island fisheries 
April 24, 1884: 

account of license fees received by Kerr for two L. Ontario fisheries 

| - Herring and Perch only fish being caught In L. Ont, at Niagara, 
selling for $2.50/100 fish 

- U.S. fishermen catching Sturgeon in their waters, selling in Buffalo 
for 6c/lb fresh. Dressed and smoked Sturgeon selling for 15c/lb 

- when scarce previous winter, Sturgeon sold for 8c/lb fresh 

- abundance of ice coming down N. River from L. Erie 

April 25, 1834: application for licenses to fish Herring gill nets in L. Ont. (3) 

- two men fishingdip net in new canal at Pt. Dalhousie, caught 5 pickerel, 
fined $5 each 

Pt. Dalhousie became very poor since new canal built, no boats stop 
on their way through 

April 26, 1884: 

- no close season for Pike 

- some people ignorantly state Maskinonge are overgrown Pike 
April 23, 1884: 

- people of Hamilton send petition to Minister for the setting aside of 
Waterdown Creek (a small speckled Trout stream passing through East 
Flamboro) for sporting purpose (for Hamiltonians). 

May 1, 1384: 

- Kerr found four pieces of Pike gill nets (about 300 yds total) illegally 
set in Ashbridges Bay, in front of Leslieville 

- application for license to seine in L. Ont. 

PP. 240-244: petition from the Toronto Game Club to the Minister, with the 
following clauses: 

1. That the same law Act of the Province of Ontario make a provision 
for organizations such as this club "For the protection of Game, and 

the encouragement of field sports and angling, and the enforcement of Game L:v. 
generally". 

2. "That from time to time immemorial, your Petitioners and the Citizens 
of Toronto, generally have enjoyed fair sport and good fishing in Toronto 
Bay and Ashbridges Bay" 

3. "That Ashbridges Bay is the property of the City of Toronto, having 
been duly Patented to the City, by the Ontario Government, by Patent 
dated the 18th day of May 1880". 



4. "That the granting of licenses to fish with Seine and nets within 
Toronto Bay, and more particularly in the said Ashbridges Bay, is very 
objectionable from every point of view, and ought not to be permitted, 
in as much as it destroys the sport of angling which your petitioners 
submit should be protected". 

5. "Your Petitioners have recently learned that a license to fish 
with nets has been granted not only in Toronto Bay, but also in 
Ashbridges Bay - and from Gooderham's Wharf to Pickering's House; 
thus controlling the whole ground available for bait fishing to 
the total destruction of the latter" 

6. "Your Petitioners submit that in view of the fact, that opportunities 
for bait fishing and angling in this neighbourhood are so few, and also 
that the whole of the property covered by the License is (with the 
exception of Toronto Harbour proper) the property of the City of Toronto, 
no license for net fishing should be granted either in Toronto Bay, 

or Ashbridges Bay, or in the Don River! and that your petitioners 
should be protected in their ancient rights, and priviledges!" 

Kerr's Replies (re: Toronto Game Club's Petition) 

1. Kerr interrogated a member of said Club, who stated he never 
heard of the Club doing anything other than going out as individuals 
and shooting game, fishing, etc. for personal use, etc. No protection 
exists for the fish in A. Bay, by this Club. 

2. Fishing good in Toronto and A. Bays, extensive, and yet Pike were 
increasing until T. Came Club members slaughtered them by shooting 
thousands in A. Bay. 

3. True. A. Bay ranges from 4'-18'deep, remains part of L. Ont. 

Dominion Gov't building Piers, piles etc. for protection of fish 
at Toronto Isiand and A. Bay, through grants of money 

4. "selfish request" 

5. doesn't destroy ground available for bait! Between May 24 and Oct. 
the Bays are empty of Pike gill nets, and available for angling. 

6. recommends Club be given no more privileges than they already 
have, and they have no right to ask for such absurdities 

May 3, 1884: 

- application for licenses to fish Sturgeon, Herring and Whitefish 

gill nets in L. Erie, and for a (renewal of) previously issued license 

found four pieces of Pie gill net (300 yd total) in A. Bay, between 
Langs boathouse and Smalls Creek, containing about 40 fish - Pike, 

Sunfish, Speckled Bass and Catfish. 

May 5, 1884: 

plenty of illegally fished Pike gill nets in Ashbridges Bay 

- 50 barrels Whitefish shipped from Collingwood to Buffalo, from 
J & C Noble & Coy. , Kil.larney. 



Hay 5, 1384: 

Kerr suspects pickerel are being gilled again near Killarney, 
by J & C Noble 

■ - Hamilton Fish Dealers received small salmon trout from Southampton, 

L. Huron, apparently gilled with 4 ! i" meshes 

j- application for licenses to seine in N. River, and to fish a Herring 
gill net in L. Ont. between Burlington and Port Nelson (4) 

May 17, 1884: 

- application for licenses to fish s. trout and whitefish gill nets in 
Georgian Bay from Moose Deer Pt. to Sernent River, south of Manitoulin 
Island (23). 

Page 266: 

splendid fishing and fish being caught at French River and Squaw Island ... 
3,819 s. trout and whitefish hauled in one day by 8 boats, 2000 the next 
day by four boats, in stormy weather. ' Several trout were about 40 lbs each, 
larger no. whitefish were 10 lbs each. Average 'cleaned' weight - 
trout 6 lbs each, whitefish 3 lbs each. 

- appears fish pouring through Owen Channel from L. Huron by the millions 

- fishing carried on between 20 and 40 miles from Killarney, very profitable 
May 17, 1884: 

- application for license to fish s. trout, whitefish gill nets in 
Georgian Bay 

application for license for Frenchman's Bay pike gill net fishermen 

- application for license to fish pound nets (single pots) in Georgian Bay 
May 18, 1884: 

beautiful whitefish being caught at upper end of Georgian Bay by the thousand 

- whitefish becoming scarce in L. Ontario 

- "What has become of the millions of salmonl"? 

May 19, 1884: 

- "doree" is French for pickerel? 

- application for license to fish small gill net at Low Banks 

May 17, 1884: application for license to fish two pound nets in L. St. Clair 

May 20, 1884: application for license to fish single pot pound net in Humber 
Bay, L. Ont. 

May 21, 1884: application for license to fish six pound nets in Georgian Bay 
May 22, 1884: 

- excessive fishing carried on in G. Bay ... too many boats and gill nets 

- six new pounds to be fished in South Bay, L. Huron? upcoming year 

June 14, 1884: application for license for 400 hooks, to fish for eels 
in L. Ont. (T. Bay) 




May 26, 1884: application for licenses to fish gill nets in L. Ont. 

- Buffalo market glutted with fish 

Fish dealers, G. Bay: Clark, Nobles, Port, Yates, Anderson 

Clark pays 8c/fish for average 3 lb whitefish, sells them for Ahd/lb. . . 
Fish are gutted, packed in iced 2000 lb refrigerator boxes, send them 
to Buffalo buyers, who pay freight. Trout average 5 lbs, 6 lbs, selling 
at 4%c/lb. 

sometimes as many as five freight cars full of fish go by. Passenger 
train to Hamilton, Toronto, Buffalo 

- a lot of fishing present year, prices will decrease 
June 3, 1884: 

24 boats brought in 55,000 trout and whitefish in 3 weeks for Clark 

- application for licenses to fish s. trout and whitefish gill nets in 
G. Bay, between Collins Inlet and Serpent River (9) 

application for licenses to fish seines at Low Banks, L. Erie, 
hooks in Toronto Bay, herring gill net in L. Ont. 

May 30, 1884: 

- 300 whitefish and pickerel, average 4 lbs each, dressed weight 1192 lbs, 
caught near the Indian dock, near the Indian Reserve, north end of 
Manitoulin Island, 8-10 miles from Killamey in a pound net. 

i June 9, 1884: account of license for Fort Erie man fishing in N. River 

June 13, 1884: 

- no licenses to fish hooks and lines for eels will be issued for Toronto 
and Ashbridges Bay present year 

June 9, 1884: 

trout and whitefish bought by Clark, Nobles, for 9c/each, average 4 lbs, 

3 lbs respectively, dressed 

- evident falling off in the take of whitefish for several years ... 

Kerr speculates the small inch mesh is the cause 

- Captain Wilson, F.O., Sault St. Marie, found pound nets full of live 
fish during close season; in .two. pounds found mass of dead, black, 
rotten fish of various sizes, which polluted L. Huron 

300 fish caught in Clark's pound previous day, averaging 4 lbs each 

pound nets set on the American side of L. Superior have ruined fisheries 
at Sault Ste Marie 

some city markets sell s. trout for 7c/lb, whitefish for 10c/lb 

- fishing very good all over Georgian Bay, taking into account the 
fantastic amount of money spent on equipment etc. 

nets set by L. Huron' fisherman across the mouth of Owen Channel, 
thus barring fish from G. Bay 

- whitefish and'trout should be abundant on Nobles fishing grounds starting 
June 10 through Aug. 1. Kerr expects they won't appear in large schools 

due to so many fish being caught in the Big Channel and outside leased limits 

Killarney channel no longer full of fish offals 



June 12, 1884: application for license to fish sturgeon gill nets, 

11.3/4" mesh extension measure in L. St. Clair 

application for license to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

■i - application for license to fish a machine in N. River, at Queenston 

Heights, also to spear sturgeon in N. River. 

j- angling and trolling extensively carried on in N. River at Queenston 
Heights present season, as well as in U.S. waters, near American Fort 

June 13, 1884: 

so much fish being caught and shipped to Buffalo, from the northern 
lakes and L. Erie that whitefish selling for 3 j jc/lb there to keep them 
from perishing (compared to lOp/lb in Hamilton market) 

- great abundance of herring caught in L. Erie, can’t be profitably sold 

- twice as many gill nets in G. Bay than there should be 

- 15 trout:l whitefish caught/day in G. Bay 

- pound nets becoming disfavoured by dealers, etc. 

June 19, 1884: application for licenses to fish whitefish, s. trout 
gill nets in G. Bay 

- "Tobermorray" fishermen catching less fish present season than last 

thousands of dead fish floating in L. Ont. between the Humber and the 
City of Toronto, causing "the water both in lake and bay to be "literally 
white with these small fishes." (Alewives, shad or Gaspereau) ... more 
dead than ever before, Kerr believes they die as a result of being in 
fresh water too long, being saltwater fish 

Pages 348-351: records of Kerr's travels, methods of transportation, and costs 

June 30, 1884: 

- Kerr suggests wiping out pounds altogether, although it is some fishermen's 
opinion that the pickerel will last for another ten years 

- also advises no more fish eggs be taken from Meaford during close season, 
by S Wilmot 

July 5, 1884: application for licenses to seine and fish gill nets in L. Ont. (4) 
July 9, 1884: application for license to fish whitefish gill nets in L. Ont. 

- application for license to fish whitefish, herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

- whitefish gill net 5" mesh extension measure 

- herring gill net 2h" mesh extension measure 

application for license to seine for whitefish in L. Ont. 
application for license to fish herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ont. 

(369) - application for license to fish herring gill net in L. Ont. 

(370-375)- application for licenses to seine for whitefish and fish whitefish, 

herring gill nets in L. Ont. (5) 

(371) - whitefish seining complete failure so far present season 

July 12, 1884: fishing very slim at present in G. Bay, L. Huron 






July 14, 1884: 

- application for licenses to fish machines in N. River (2) 


Page 382: 

since weather became cooler, olewives stopped dying, not a single 
alewive to be found floating on L. Ont. between Burlington Canal 
and the filtering basin (3 miles). Kerr thinks the warm L. Orit. 
waters kill them, for they die only in summer 


,i- 


Seth Green originally placed alewive in L. Ont. ... a mistake! 
since they eat whitefish and herring food, yet are inferior fish 

alewive "appearance indicate they belong to the starved family of 
Pharaoh's lean kine!" ... now plentiful and in bad condition. 

Before they became so numerous they were in better condition, a 
novelty, selling for $1.00/100 fish. Presently there is no demand 
for them, used only to bait eel lines. 

pickerel devour alewives in L. Ont., near Niagara and Pt. Dalhousie 
and in N. River, below the Falls. 


- "They may be yet converted into sardines 1 11 
Page 386: 

Club Island Harbour established harbour for 20 years, widely traded 
to and from extensively in fish (50 tons shipped to Markets from there 
so far present year) (dated 19th July 1884). 

- adopted custom that fishermen can use the 27,000 Islands in Georgian 
Bay for fishing purposes 

July 20, 1884: 

- deposits of "Tan bark" in a stream near Acton blamed for the destruction 
of speckled trout therein ... the bark and deleterious substances being 
dumped into said trout stream, recorded in the "Acton Free Press". 

July 21, 1884: 

- J & C Noble, and J.W. Renney presently catching 15 tons of pickerel 
weekly, selling them for 3<?/lb. 

July 23, 1884: account of licenses issued to two B. Beach fishermen 


- new Deputy Minister of Fisheries appointed 

(pp.403-4) - application for licenses to fish Herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

application for license to fish whitefish, trout and herring gill 
nets in L. Ont. 

- alewives are floating, in the millions, in L. Ont., could be caught 
alive by wagon loads on B. Beach 


July 28, 1884: 

- fishing getting lighter, presumably in C. Bay ... the store of ice 
for refrigeration won't last past mid-August 

markets full of fish. Nobles' pounds catching pickerel 

July 31, 1834: 

bank draft for licenses granted to and already received by fishermen 



June 10, 1883: 

"Copy" - on the 7th-9th of June Kerr found thousands of small fish 
(Moon-eyes, Mother Herring, Shiners) between the Lighthouse and 
Hanlan's Pt., on the shore of L. Oat. the water also strewn with 
these fish for approx, a mile. These fish were 4" long, more flat 
than round, sharp on the belly, of a bright shiney colour, the size 
of sardines. No other type of fish seen dead amongst them. 

June 20, 1874: 

"copy" - fish seen dead, called Moon-eyes, etc., are shad, almost 
as numerous as Herring and Ciscos in L. Ont. 

August 7, 1884: 

report to Kerr (re dead Alewives he sent to Ottawa in alcohol) from 
Mr. W.H. Venning, Inspector of Fisheries ... confirming that these 
fish were alewives, known to die in this manner 

"Occasionally genuine shad, have been caught in the waters of L. Ontario 
But such is of rare occurrence.' Not more than a fish per year." Kerr 
has never personally seen a large shad captured by fishermen 

- length of alewives usually found in N.B. and N.S. is 8"-10", the back 

of the alewive is blue-green, approaching purple, the sides are silvery, 
the head and tip of the lower jaw is dark green, and the "opucles" - 
yellow. Kerr has never seen alewives fully 8"~10". 

B. Beach fishermen say alewives spawn all year round 

./ - only seen in L. Ont., B. Bay and N. River 

fishermen have seen thousands of alewives not more than 1" long, 
which don’t spawn 

retain the taste and smell of salt water when cooked 

August 10, 1884: ' 

alewives used as food for pickerel, bass, eelponts?, catfish, pike, 
trout, muskinonge, etc. 

August 16, 1884: 

- California salmon, lake trout and whitefish fry, first placed in 
Puslinch Lake on 3rd May, 1882. 

August 15, 1884: 

fishing allowed in Puslinch Lake only for perch, sunfish ... lately 
California salmon (11" long) caught 

August 16, 1884: 

- unlawful to fish for, catch or kill salmon in the Prov. of Ont. between 
July 31 and May 1, lawful to fish for, catch and kill salmon with a rod 
and line between April 30 and Aug. 1, in Ontario 

Page 450: 

fisheries gone down; no applications being made for Island fisheries 
due to the "confusion" going on there 

August 19, 1884: 

- fish pass on Galt dam on Grand River gone 



August 30, 1884: 

boats landing illegally gilled white-fish and trout, caught in nets 
of 4%”, 4.3/4” mesh extension measures at Southampton, from L. Huron 

- Saugeen River polluted by acids, poisons, etc. from a tannery in the 
village, which empties its wastes into stream that runs into the river. 
Sulphuric acid, among pollutants, one of the worst killers, damaging 
pollutants 

Page 461: 

- eight seine hauling grounds at Sable Beach (names, no. of ground) 
and further report on the eight individuals, their nets, whether 
licensed, etc. (to pg. 469). 

August 31, 1884: 

- no offals found in Saugeen River ... the guts are all given to a man 
who boils them down, converting them to oil, which he sells at an 
obvious profit. 

August 30, 1884: 

- construction of a fishway in Denney's Dam, Southampton deemed impractical 
Page 472: 

Tannery owner (Southampton) taken to court, pleaded guilty, and fined. 
August 30, 1884: 

the Teaswater (Mud Creek) empties into the Saugeen River at Paisley 
account of Mill visits 

speckled trout found in small creek and Mill Pond at Chipstow 
Pp. 479-483: missing 
Sept. 3, 1884: 

- names of fishermen who fished at "Tobermoray” in 1883 (5) 

Page 486: 

B. Beach fisherman fished in L. Huron (Lyal Island, Stokes Bay) during 
part of 1883, catching s. trout with whitefish, s. trout gill nets. 

Page 487: 

- another B. Beach man also fished L. Huron, catching 416 trout and a 
few whitefish with 3", 3^" and 4" mesh extension measure gill nets 

Page 489: 

- 13 boats fished out of Granock Harbour previous Nov. (1883), catching 
abundance of trout, whitefish 

Sept. 5, 1884: 

fishway to be constructed at the end of Mill race, near George Gordon's 
(Grist) Mill on the Saugeen River, Southampton 

Page 492: 

- reference to admitting Mr. Elliot, fisherman, to Hamilton Asylum 
(which is very full) 

Pages 493-494: 

bill of materials for Gordon's Grist Mill fishway (measurements, etc.) 
Sept. 5, 1884: 

- Kerr sends a "genuine” adult shad, caught in 5" gill net at Winona, 

L. Ont., to Ottawa ... fish is 22" long, weighing 3 Lbs. 



Starting page 496 
September 5, 1884: 

application for Licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

Sept. 6, 1884: 

account of licenses already received by B. Beach fishermen 
Page 499: 

- "Bill of Materials. According to Fishway Model" for Denney’s Dam, 
Saugeen River, Chippawa River, North Bruce. 


Sept. 13, 18841: 

- Southampton man fined $5 for allowing fish offals into Saugeen River 
Sept. 17, 1884: 

- Port Elgin, L. Huron: woman fished on Whitefish Island during fall 
of 1883, catching 800 packages of herring, selling them for $2 per. 

- account of license fee received for seining ground. Sable Beach, 1883. 

- account of license fee received for fishing grounds. Sable Beach, 1881 

Southampton man (who uses fish guts given to him by fishermen to make 
oil) throws large quantities of salmon trout eggs, with the remaining 
boiled-out guts into the Saugeen River 

sawmill owner allowed sawdust from 100,000 ft lumber into a small 

speckled trout stream when the water was high ... because his neighbours did 


Sept. 18, 1884: 

- application for licenses to fish machines in N. 
in L. Ont. 


River, 


herring gill nets 


Sept. 20, 1884: 

- names of fishermen fishing boats with gill nets in L. Huron (locations, 
no. boats) (Pt. Elgin, North Bruce) 


two large sawmills on the shore of L. Huron (near Golden Bailey) permit 
all their sawdust to pass into L. Huron 


Pages 533-534: 

"Bill of materials required for Fishway - to be constructed in the 
Mill Race, Saugeen River, Southampton at Gordon’s Grist Mill, 

Chippawa Hill P.O., North Riding of Bruce" 

Sept. 22, 1884: 

- application for licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

Sept. 25, 1884: 

- "No monopoly for exclusive fishing will in future be granted" 
j - fishing excessive in N. River 

Pages 550-553: 

- report on the fishway, fish ladders etc. (the why, how, description) 

Page 564: 

woollen factories at StreetsvilLe, Georgetown, Alton, Springfield etc. 
on Credit River, at Dundas on Morden Creek, Preston on River Speed?,Paris 
etc. on Grand River 

Oct. 3, .1884: 

- Niagara fishermen fishing U.S. side of L. Ont. for sturgeon 

- application for license to fish 11.3/4" mesh sturgeon gill nets in L. Erie 








October 3, 1884: (p. 570) 

application for license to fish herring, sturgeon gill nets in L. Erie 

application for license to fish herring, pickerel, sturgeon gill nets 

in L. Erie. 

application for license to fish herring, sturgeon gill nets in L. Erie 

application for license to fish herring, sturgeon gill nets in L. Erie 

October 4, 1884: 

- account of license fees received from B. Beach fishermen 
October 6, 1884: 

- application for license to fish herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ont. 

I - Niagara fisherman caught quantity of herring and pickerel in N. River 
in gill nets 

Page 589: boat licenses for Niagara fishermen 

Pps. 590-591: record of Kerr's journeys, spendings, etc. 

October 13, 1884: 

- about 30 boats fishing at Horse Island, Collingwood (in Georgian Bay?) 

October 15, 1884: 

- Horse Island on Owen Channel (8 miles long, from L. Huron into Georgian Bay 
October 16, 1884: 

account of license fees received for B. Beach, Toronto fishermen 
October 18, 1884: application for license to fish whitefish gill nets in L. Erie 
October 20, 1884: daily removal of fish guts, etc. from Ingledew Village (Bronte'' 
Page 611: 

- Herring very numerous, and only fish being caught in Kerr's division of L.Ont 

- Whitefish so scarce in L. Ont. that no one is fishing for them; 

Kerr hasn't seen one yet 

October 22, 1884: 

- Board of Health "carter" caught dumping ashes in the upper end of 
Land's Inlet, B. Bay 

October 24, 1884: 

- Kerr requests the following packages of fish to be shipped (to him) 
from Killarney: 

1 package all whitefish, lightly pickled 
1 package half trout, half whitefish 
1 package of "pure red trout", lightly pickled 

October 27, 1884: 

- application (by Kerr to Ottawa) for permission to spear herring in the 
open water of B. Bay, where there is an abundance (from Nov. 10-Dec.10?) 

no nets permitted in B. Bay under licenses 

- application for permission to spear bass, pike and herring in B. Bay, 
as soon as the ice forms (Jan. 1-April 15 1885) 

October 29, 1884: application for licenses to fish a machine in N. River, 

gill nets (whitefish) in L. Erie. • 


seine in N. Rive 


: 



Nov. 3, 1884: application for boat license to fish whitefish gill nets 
in L. Erie 

- application for license to fish herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ontario 

Page 641: too many fish being caught in G, Bay, enormous losses 

" 642: fish from G. Bay bought at Kiilarney for A-sc/lb, sold in Toronto 

for 2^C/lb 

glutted markets, particularly with trout 

estimated 100 trout In L. Huron and G. Bay for every whitefish 

Page 643: not single salmon caught by fishermen in Kerr's division 

Nov. 8, 1884: application for license to fish herring, trout and whitefish 
gill nets in L. Ont. 

Nov. 10, 1884: 

- Herring, cisco, pickerel, sturgeon fishing only being carried on in 
Kerr's division 

Oct. 15, 1884: no net fishing allowed in Owen Channel 
Oct. 13, 1884: 

no fishing at Collingwood at the moment ... fishermen to start 
(present week) fishing for trout at Thornbury and the Christian Islands 

Nov. 15, 1884: 

extensive fishing without licenses carried on in L. Huron, from 
Grenoch Harbour 

- lake trout fishing in L. Huron, near Grenoch Harbour, by poachers 
Nov. 28, 1884: 

- ■ 15 "splendid" large whitefish sent to Hamilton? man 

- Kerr requests 100-200 fine blue-back herring 
Nov. 21, 1884: 

- Acton creek now free of tan bark, from the tannery 

- B. Bay is alive with herring 
Nov. 24, 1884: 

- negligent Overseer James Muir failed to stop the flow of sawdust into 
L. Huron, damaging herring fisheries to a great extent 

herring fishing proved failure in L. Huron, where sawdust continued to 
float on water surface all over the lake and on the shore 

Nov. 21, 1384: 

- Sable Beach fishermen have caught no fish due to sawdust from the Mill 
on one of the Islands above Sable, as well as that floating down the 
Sable River 

Nov. 24, 1884: application for licenses to fish whitefish gill nets in L. Erie 

Page 689: about 1200 whitefish caught in Warden's Bay since close season (L.Eric. 

Nov. 28, 1384: application for licenses to fish herring and cisco gill nets 
in L. Ont. (5) 



Dec. .1, 1884: 

- previous week Bronte fishermen caught 85,000 ciscos, selling 
for $1.00/100 fish 

Dec. 3, 1884: 

- good herring caught in gill nets in L. Ont., appearance, size and 
flavour resemble whitefish due to "the "superior kind of food they devour 

Page 709: record of Kerr’s travels and expenses 

Dec. 10, 1884: description of the dam (and area) where fishway is to be 
built, on Nanticoke Creek 

Pp. 715-716: record of Kerr’s travels and expenses 
Dec. 15, 1884: 

- some say speckled trout in Acton Creek all died one summer when 
the Creek dried up 

- logwood perfectly harmless to speckled trout 
Dec. 15, 1884: 

fishway constructed (Saugeen River - Gordon's Grist Mill), 

"the first of a very superior kind constructed in Ontario", 

consists of 9 stairs made of good quality Maple ... total cost $483.72. 

Dec. 18, 1884: account of license fee received from Bronte fisherman 

Dec. 19, 1884: 

- one dollar fee to spear pike, bass, sunfish and herring in present 
season, up to April 15, 1885 

- spearing not permitted in Inlets or within limits of B. Bay set aside 
for the propagation etc. of fish 

Dec. 20, 1884: 

- Municipality of Trenton to build a dam across Trent River, to retain 

the water for manufacturing purposes ... must have sufficient fish passes 

Dec. 22, 1884: 

- no salmon now in 12, 16 Mile Creeks 

- man wants liquor license for Toronto - specifically Yorkville 

- petition to remove obstruction preventing fish from swimming up the 
Nanticoke Creek - a dam without a fishway! 

- Nanticoke Creek has low water year round, except during "spring freshet", 
Kerr doesn't think fishway necessary 

- a few suckers and muilets (red fins), only, visit Nanticoke 
Dec. 23, 1884: 

herring fishing in L. Huron previous fall complete failure due to sawdust 

- no fish of any type visited Huron grounds 

Page 739: different kinds of trout spawn in Georgian Bay 


Dec. 29, 1884: application for licenses to fish in L. Ont., 
Dundas March (6) 


spear in 



Jan. 1, 1885: 

- close season for whitefish in L. Huron should be Nov. 10-30 
inclusive each year 

- spawning of whitefish is earlier in L. Huron than in G. Bay 

pound nets and illegal seines destroy thousands of small whitefish 
in L. Huron annually 

size of all meshes in pots of pounds in L. Huron for pickerel, whitefish 
sturgeon and trout should be 4" extension measure 

- Kerr recommends all pound net fishing be discontinued in L. Huron 
from June 15-Aug. 1 each year 

Page 747: 

"Report for Salmon Trout 'close season' in Lake Huron" 
s. trout start spawning about Oct. 1 to Oct. 30 

great rush from deep water of L. Huron, behind the Big Reef, from 
Southampton, 60 miles to "lesser reefs", near shores of Bruce county, 
for spawning purposes, throughout month of October 

final grand rush of Red Fin trout to reefs ... these are the best fish . 
11 decapitated red fins, pickled, fill half a package, weighing 110 lbs 

- Kerr recommends close season for whitefish and s. trout in L. Huron 
from Oct. 20-Nov. 30 inclusive 

Page 750: "Close season for whitefish and salmon trout in Georgian Bay" 
close season for s. trout should be Oct. 15-30 

- close season for whitefish should be Nov. 10-30, when they are so 
numerous on the fishing grounds 

whitefish begin to spawn on Byng Island near Nov. 10, at Collingwood 
later, at the mouth of the French earlier 

- bulk of trout spawn around Nov. 15 in G. Bay 

Kerr recommends close season for whitefish and s. trout in G. Bay from 
Oct. 20-Nov. 30 inclusive 

Page 753: 

"The Pound Net" (that kill quantities of small whitefish in G. Bay in 
June and July); Kerr recommends discontinuing their use in G. Bay, 

L. Huron from June 15-Aug. 1 each year. 

Jan. 3, 1885: 

- during second week of previous October trout were being fished up from 
G. Bay (between Collin's Inlet and French River) by the thousands 

- great spawning rush of trout began Oct. 20-31 
Pp. 758-759: record of Kerr's travels and expenses 
Page 762: record of Peter Price's travels and expenses 

Jan. 8, 1885: application for spearing licenses for B. Bay, Dundas Marsh, 
from Nov. 24-April 15, 1885 (15) 

Jan. 9, 1885: application for licenses to fish in L. Ont., spear in B. Bay 
and Dundas Marsh (2) 


Page 770: 

- the different kinds of trout in Lakes Superior and Huron, and 
Georgian Bay: 

1. Sciscoet - a very fat fish 

2. A hybrid or half breed, about 4 lbs weight, mixture of 
the rock trout and sciscoet 

3. Rock trout 

4. Small black trout 

5. Pot gut trout 

6. Gray trout - a good fish 

7. Red fins trout - a good fish 

8. Red trout - the finest of them all, best for procuring eggs from 

9. Speckled trout 

- Trout commence spawning in L. Superior around Sept. 1-Nov. 1 each year 

- some fishermen insist the Sciscoet spawns in summer, so must the 
rock trout too then, to breed the hybrids 

- Kerr suggests whitefish and trout swim through a "subteraneous passage" 
for L. Superior to L. Huron, in order to account for large schools of 
whitefish and trout touring G. Bay in May, etc. 

Page 776: record of David Sharp's travels and expenses for 1884 

Jan. 20, 1885: 

- Kerr sent Ottawa seven whitefish 

- Turkey Pt. fishermen fishing 2.3/4" mesh extension measure gill nets 
for herring and blue pickerel in the Outer Bay, L. Erie 

- sawdust from Michigan mills enters L. Huron, floats about L. Huron 
and G. Bay 

Jan. 21, 1885: 

- John Davis, fish dealer, received barrel of speckled trout from Quebec 
Jan. 13, 1885: 

red trout nearly all fished out in Killarney 
Jan. 26, 1885: 

- gill net fishing under ice in Ashbridges Bay 

Jan. 29, 1885: 

plenty of snow in Hamilton 


Ended page 799 



January 29, 1885: 

Page 800 - spearing license return (names), from Burlington Bay, dated Jan.31, 

1885 (contd. on pg. 801). 

January 31, 1885: 

- application for seine license for Niagara River ($20). 

February 3, 1885: 

- (previous omission in return recognized). 3,000 yds herring gill nets, 

4,000 yds herring gill nets fished at Bronte and not recorded the 
previous year. 

January 20, 1885: 

- Kerr's division extends from Whitby Harbour, L. Ont., to Moulton Bay, L. Eri. 

- "take" of fish in 1884 generally satisfactory 

- cash return (area fish caught, amount sold for) of Kerr's district, 
increase of $17,143 (over 1883) 

- large increase in cash return due to abundance of herring and ciscoes 
caught in L. Ontario at Bronte. 

Herring, ciscoes extensively fished for between Bronte and Queenston 
during 1884. 

- Sturgeon catch successful in 1884, good prices (26,600 lbs dressed 
sturgeon recorded in 1884 returns). Most were caught in gill nets in 
U.S. part of L. Ont. and landed at Niagara, dressed and shipped to 
American markets. 

Suckers and mullets eagerly sought by fishermen, caught during spring freshet: 

- Whitefish: 80 barrels caught in '84, not heavily fished for 

- S. trout: 2,060 lbs caught, not heavily fished for 

splendid angling and trolling in B. Bay and Niagara River in 1884 

- no salmon reported seen or caught in L. Ont. in 1884. 

- a few California salmon caught by anglers in Puslinch Lake previous summer, 
measuring 12" long (fry planted there 4 May, 1882). 

- in reply to 1 Oct. 1884 circular to Kerr from Ottawa ... 

(1) Kerr reports: decrease in catch of whitefish and s. trout in his 
division in 1884, as well as in 1883 and 1882. No seine fishing for 
whitefish at T. Island or at B. Beach, and very little at Niagara. 

Many grounds vacant. 

(2) American fishermen at Youngston, N.York dump sturgeon offals into 
Niagara River, a large manufacturing company at Tonawanda, N.Y. dumps large 
quantities of shavings into N. River, float down to Niagara Town and into 

L. Ont., damaging the fisheries.Pg. 818: license returns (general, just total 
amount) for 1883, 1884, etc. 

February 5, 1885: 

- application for pound net license for L. Erie, etc. 


Pg. 823-825: review of the proposed Bill of the Long Point Company, L. Erie 
an amendment to incorporate said company 

Sturgeon very numerous in L. Erie, on the south side of Long Point, 
herring and pickerel also numerous there 

little fishing done off L. Pt. since the company bought it. 

- fishing at L. Pt. with gill nets of seven meshes deep, llij" mesh and 
12" mesh ex. measure, for sturgeon, would prove profitable 

- Kerr wants to "do away with this Long Point Monopoly" 

Sturgeon, pickerel, herring, whitefish and coarse fish caught in great 
quantities along the outside end of L. Pt., 20 miles from the mainland 

fishing a failure lately as it is supervised by the L. Pt. Co. 

February 16, 1885: 

- gill net fishing under the ice in L. Erie, between Windmill Pt. and 
Pt. Albino, up to Narss Pt. 

- gill net fishing under the ice in L. Erie, at Pt. Colbourne 
spearing license return (B. Bay from Nov. 22, 1884 to April 15, 1885). 

- 1500 yds of herring gill nets and sturgeon gill nets fished in L. Erie 
during 1885 (specific location) 

Page 840: return of McBride's District (13 fishermen, location type of net 
fished, license fee). 

Page 843: further returns from L. Erie, B. Bay, Ashbridges Bay (8 names, 
type of license, fee). 

February 19, 1885: 

- application for licenses, names and fees for 

(1) four pounds in L. Erie 

(2) spearing bass and pike in Ashbridges Bay 

(3) same 

(4) spearing bass, pike, herring in B. Bay 

(5) through (8) same 

- McBride reports his division's catch of fish increased in 1884 

- McBride reports there are no "abuces" in his L. Erie division 

Page 853: statement of fish received and sold by Port, Clarke and Robbins, 
year ending 31 Dec. 1884 (includes tonnage, type of fish, price per ton 
total price) 

types of fish: s. trout, whitefish, pickerel, pike, sturgeon, herrings 
and ciscoes, bass, suckers and mullets, salt water fish (see herring, 
tommy? cod, cod fish, haddock,, salmon, finnan haddies) 

Port (Toronto), Clarke (Collingwood), Robbins (Buffalo) 

sold $70,010 worth of lake fish, principally caught in B. Bay 

- Collingwood fishermen sold fresh fish caught in L. Superior to CPR 
(for the workmen labouring on their road) at 6c/lb. 



Page 855: list of persons who have paid $1.00 to spear herring, bass, pike, 
etc. in B. Bay and Dundas Marsh between Nov. 22, 1884 and April 15, 1885 
(59 names, location). 

February 28, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) Boat license to fish 600 yds herring gill nets, 3" mesh ex. measure, 
in L. Erie, etc. $5.00) 

(2) Same, etc. (6.00) 

(3) Same, etc. $5.00) 

(4) Seine hauling license for Niagara River at Ft. Erie $20.00) 

(5) Same, etc. as (4) and 400 yds 3" mesh ex. measure herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($5.00) 

(6) 1500 yds sturgeon gill nets, llh" mesh ex. measure and 

1500 yds herring gill nets, 3" " " " and 

1000 yds whitefish gill nets, 5" " " " in L. Erie, etc. 

($5.00) 

(7) Spearing license for bass, pike, herring in B. Bay, etc. ($1.00) 

(8) through (15) same as (7) 

Page 860: continued return of license fees paid 

March 2, 1885: application for (5) boat licenses for L. Ont., 1885 

March 2, 1885: application for (2) boat licenses for herring gill nets (3" ex. 
in L. Erie, etc. 

March 2, 1885: 

- pound nets to be set in L. Erie (location given) 

- two of the three nets' leads (will) be 60 rods long, the third (will) 

be 70 rods 

- pots set in water 29' deep 

- single pots or leads 

- application for license to fish whitefish seine, herring seine in 
Niagara River, etc. 

- application for license to fish pound net in L. Ont., etc. 
pound lead to be 80 rods long, single pot in 24' deep water 

Page 868: hard severe winter (1884-85) 

March 5, 1885: 

- reference to the "new Fraser Fishery Act", Prov. of Ont. 

- the U.S. Federal Government controls the Fisheries in the Great Lakes, 

between Canada and the U.S. and in Niagara River, St. Lawrence, St. Clair 
and Detroit Rivers 


different states control own fisheries to a limit, but no control on 
Great Lakes or Rivers 



March 7, 1885: 

- application for licenses 

(1) four pound nets to be fished in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) Boat license to fish 800 yrds herring gill nets (3" ex.) in L. Erie, 
etc., 700 yds sturgeon gill nets (11%" ex.) in L. Erie ($5.00) 

March 9, 1885: cold and stormy weather 

- application for licenses 

(1) 300 yds pike gill net in applicant's own water, Pickering($5.00) 

(2) Boat license to fish 400 yds herring gill net in L. Ont'. etc. 

(3) - ? Scarboro 

(4) Boat license to fish herring gill nets and trout gill nets in L. Ont. 
between T. Island, etc., also application for permission to fish for 
pike and catfish in Blockhouse Bay 

(5) - ? - Humber River 

March 11, 1885: additional pound net license fees 

- due to severity of winter a fisherman set his pound net, at Toronto, early 
to catch suckers and account for the loss (fish from upper lakes arrived 
late at Toronto?) 

March 13, 1885: 

- speckled trout for sale in Hamilton, against statute (though caught in 
Quebec and shipped) 

Page 892: in McBride's L. Erie District, $1,000 worth of fish added to previous 
return for every pound net added 

March 12, 1885: 

- John Tilton?, Deputy Minister of Fisheries, and the Department deem it 
inadvisable to grant any net fishing licenses for the Humber River at present 

March 16, 1885: application for license to fish 600 yds (3" ex.) herring 
gill nets in L. Erie, etc. 

Page 897: four spearing license fees 

March 17, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to spear bass, pike, herring in B. Bay, etc. 

(2) same 

(3) same 

(4) to fish herring seine in Niagara River, etc. 

March 19, 1885: 

- no sturgeon hook permitted in "the River" in 1885 

- 45 pounds to be fished in front of Elgin County (L. Erie) in 1885. 

- whitefish catch at Houghton Centre very good a long time ago 

- little fishing other than sturgeon hooks and lines has been done in 
front of Houghton 

- winter was severe, therefore some doubt as to the projected success of 
pike spearing in B. Bay 

March 20, 1885: 

- new railway to be built on the bank of the Niagara River; would ruin 
Queenston Heights fisheries 



March 20, 1885: 

application for license to fish 600 yds pike gill nets in Frenchman's Bay 

- no bass in F. Bay 

ice is 3' thick, shallow parts are frozen to bottom 
March 20, 1885: 

- since sturgeon have been fished for in N. River with hooks and lines, 
the whitefish have vanished from those same seining grounds 

- Kerr recommends that no more hook and line sturgeon fishing be carried 
on in N. River this year 

- abundance of whitefish caught in L. Ontario at Belleville previous 
fall, but none in Niagara River. 

March 22, 1885: 

further discussion on the now passed Bill, protecting Ontario's 
small streams. 

- gill net fishermen (fishing for herring, trout and whitefish) must 
keep well out in the Lake, as opposed to near the Humber 

- court case details (re speckled trout shipped from Quebec) 

March 23, 1885: 

- Killarney fisherman set an illegal pound net in the North Channel, 

Manitoulin Island, previous year 

March 24, 1885: 

application for boat license to fish 800 yds pike gill nets in Whitby 
Harbour, the same nets to be fished in L. Ont. after April 15, for trout ($8. 

March 17, 1885: 

- application for license to fish four pound nets west of the Port Burwell 
pier, in L. Erie 

March 25, 1885: 

- overseer McBride (L. Erie, etc.) prepares a sketch of the position of 
pound nets fished the previous season in L. Erie in front of Elgin County, 
for Ottawa. 

- proposed applications for licenses to fish pound nets in L. Erie, in front 
of Elgin County during present season (10 names, locations, amount of net, 
fees) 

29 pound nets fished in McBride's district in 1884 

- 8 seine nets fished in McBride's district in 1884 

- Kerr recommends 47 pound nets be licensed for fishing present year 
March 27, 1885: 

- the "Scott Act" was passed in St. Thomas 

- Kerr came to Canada (Pt. Stanley) on 26 Aug. 1846 
March 30, 1885: 

- close season for speckled trout in Quebec is Oct. 1-31 Dec. every year 

pound net fishing authorized between Humber and Credit Rivers, provided 
the nets are placed not less than 2 miles above the Humber. 



March 30, 1885: 

fisherman at Jordan? Station reportedly catching abundance of fish 
Page 927: 

- Elgin County frontage is about 60 miles 

- Overseer McBride proposes to place pound nets approx. 1 mile apart 
(it's all good ground for driving in stakes for pound nets) 

- Kerr asks what a "double-header pound net" is 
Page 928: 

- Cleveland fishermen occasionally steal a gill net fishing from off 
Gull Island, L. Erie 

March 31, 1885: 

application for boat licenses 

(1) to fish 600 yds herring gill nets (3%" ex.) in L. Erie, etc. 

(no gill net to be set nor fished within 2 miles of a pound) ($5.) 

(2) to fish 500 yds herring gill nets (3h" ex.) in L. Ont., etc. 

and 250 yds seine net in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

Page 931: license return (3 names, etc.) for March, 1885 

Pages 933-935: Kerr's travel log and expenses 

April 2, 1385: 

- Kerr purchased a boat to protect the fish and fisheries in the Niagara 
River (between Queenston Heights and Niagara town) from American trespassers 

Page 936: 

- Highland Creek has some pike and suckers every spring, "that is about all" 

Mimicoe Stream (a mile up the Lake towards Pt. Credit, from Humber) 
dried up in summer 

- request for fisherman to seine haul for suckers at mouth of the Mimicoe 
stream in spring 

- Rouge River is "navigable" from L. Ont. to Kingston Rd. (2 miles), 
for "20 ton crafts" 

April 2, 1885: 

- a "double-header pound net" is a single lead with two pots or heads, 

one set at each end of the lead, with hearts and tunnels facing each other 

- one pound set after another pound, operated by separate leads, aren't 
"double-headers" 

another description of "double-headers": one large pot or head with two 
tunnels and two sets of hearts on opposite sides of the pot, or head; 
and with leaders running to each tunnel, opposite to one another 

report of application for a boat license to fish 3000 yds (6" ex.) 
whitefish gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 



Page 940 (April 1, 1885): 

seine licenses in Niagara in 1885 - $10.00 

- boat " " " " " - $5, $8 or $10 

- hook and seine slurgeon fishing not permitted present season in 
Niagara River or L. Ont., between Queenston and Ten Mile Creek 

April 4, 1885: 

- "a double headed pound net is a pound net having two heads or 
pots, as follows" 
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April 4, 1885: 

- no license required to seine haul for suckers in the lake at mouth of Mimico 
April 6, 1885: 

- Kerr doesn't think there’s anywhere in the vicinity of Niagara where 
sturgeon alone can be caught with a pound net (without catching abundance 
of other kinds of fish) 

- a double-header set out on one of the sturgeon bars, where the fish 
spawn, may catch large numbers annually 

- sturgeon gill nets (11.3/4" ex.) well adapted for catching sturgeon 
on said sand and gravel bars 

report of application for license to fish 2400 yds herring and sturgeon 
gill nets in L. Erie, etc. 

Page 952: license payments for four pound nets in L. Erie 
April 7, 1885: 

application for license to fish 1000 yds whitefish and herring gill 
net in L. Ont. ($5.) 

April 8, 1885: 

- Kerr tells Fort Erie fisherman to fence in the mouth "of that fish pond" 
with fine wire cloth, and put in some of his fresh water crabs or 
crawfish for bass bait fishing 

- 200 lbs whitefish and trout caught illegally by the Winona fishermen 

April 10, 1885: application for license to fish two pound nets with 80 rod 
leaders in L. Erie, etc. ($80.) 



Copy: Jan. 1, 1885: 

Normandale fisherman reported fishing for pickerel and herring with gill 
nets 3" ext. measure, between Normandale and Turkey Point, previous fall ... 
caught and sold $60 worth ... more than all Turkey Pt. fishermen caught all fall. 

April 10, 1885: 

- sturgeon fishing closed early previous fall 
April 11, 1885: 

applications for boat licenses 

(1) to fish 3000 yds salmon trout and whitefish gill nets (min. 5" ex.) 

and 2000 yds herring gill nets (min. 2.3/4" and 3" ex.) in L. Ont, etc. ($5.) 

(2) (3) same 
April 13, 1885: 

license to fish 3000 yds whitefish gill nets (min. 5" ex.) in L. Erie granted 
Page 981: license return for April 1885 
April 15, 1885: 

- application for boat licenses 

(1) to fish four seines at Niagara ($15.) 

(2) to fish 1500 yds of (2.3/4" ex.) herring gill nets, in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 
April 16, 1885: 

- Kerr suggests that McBride’s suggestion to allow fishermen to fish a pound net 
every, mile of Elgin County Lake Erie frontage would amount to 54 pound nets, 
ana/excessive fishing 

gives details of eleven ideal fishing stations along said frontage 
April 17, 1885: 

fishermen barred from fishing pike gill nets in Duffin’s Creek 
fisherman reported fishing pike gill nets "all over Toronto Bay" 

- permission granted to a fisherman/hold?keeper to seine haul and fish in L. Ont. 
near the mouth of the Humber, up to 20 May 1885 

- suckers sell in Toronto for approx. $4 per 100 fish 
April 18, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish in Niagara River, at Fort Erie 

(2) to fish a seine (120 yds long) and 500 yds pike gill nets (3%" ex.) 
in Twenty Mile Pond, Louth. ($10.) 

Page 996: 

- private memorandum giving details of 10 fishing stations 

- excessive fishing depleted fisheries near Leamington, Pelee Island, 

Kingsville, etc. in L. Erie. 

Page 1002: 

"List of Pound Net Applicants in Lake Erie, in front of the County of Elgin, 
for current year 1885" (includes names, no. of pounds applied for, no. of 
pounds recommended to be given). 


April 21, 1885: 

- "There is no close season for pike; the more they kill the better." 

- Kerr recommends named farmers of Saltfleet be permitted to gill net 

and catch pike in spring, each year, in their own Burlington Bay waters. 

the late Wm. Gage had the 60 acres of water on his farm set aside for 
the propagation of fish. 


End Book 12. 



Book No. 13 


April 22, 1885: 

- Hamilton Game Club promised B. Beach fishermen all the pike gill net 
fishing they wanted (if they paid a fee of $1.00 to the club) ... as 
the local government would have control of the fisheries. Kerr 
confiscated part of one net. 

"Charley Wilmot wants an artesian well. Barn yard drainage and 
manufacturers with their poisonous dyes and other deleterious substances 
completely pollute the lake. Hence I say we have no salmon in 
Lake Ontario". 

April 18, 1885: 

- Public Notice regarding gill net fishing licenses 

- eel fishing in L. Ont. and Burlington Beach must be licensed 
(hooks and lines) 

March 2, 1885: 

- application for license (for Niagara fisherman) to fish a whitefish 
seine and a herring seine in the Niagara River, between Rousseaux Wharf 
and Kennedy's Hollow (below town of Niagara). 

April 23, 1885: 

- Memorandum to S.P. Bauset, Ottawa regarding eleven pound net licenses 
received 

- application for licenses (1) whitefish seine, 280 yards long, 
in township of Niagara/L. Ont. water; $10; (2) seine, 80 yards 
long, in township of Clinton/L. Ont. water. 

April 25, 1885: 

- description of Thomas Elliot's Niagara River? fishing grounds .. 

? a large fishing ground split into two smaller ones, one a spring ground, 
the other is fished in fall. 1500 yds is large rock and stone and 
cannot be fished 

- Mrs. Jane Elliot has a crew fishing her (her husband is "silly") grounds; 
on the previous Friday they caught 1280 large herring, selling for $22.80. 

April 1, 1885: 

\j- Notice to Niagara fishermen: seine licenses $10. 

boat licenses $5, $8 or $10. 

- hook and line sturgeon fishing prohibited during present 
season in Niagara River and L. Ont. between Queenston and 
Ten Mile Creek. 


April 25, 1835: 

- application for licenses (1) payment for an 1884 seine license to fish 

V' in Four Mile Pond, Niagara Township, L. Ont. ($5.00).; (2) boat license 

- \ to fish gill nets in L. Ont. (between Kennedy's Hollow and Ten Mile Creek) 

($5.00); (3) same; (4) boat license to fish 2,000 yards herring gill 
net in L. Ont. (Sec. #12) ($5.00). 

- application for licenses (1) white fish seine, 280 yds long, in L. Ont. 
at Two Mile Pond ($10.00); (3) whitefish seine, 240 yds. long, in 

L. Ont. ($5.00). 

- account of some fishermen and their licenses (Niagara) 



April 27, 1885: 

- $5.00 sucker license issued for Humber River 
April 29, 1885: 

Kerr received from Overseer Alexander McBride, St. Thomas, $800 
for license fees of 1885 (from L. Erie) for Elgin County pound nets 
or pots", single heads 

- record of fishermen and their licenses 1884: (1) eight pound nets 

fished in L. Erie, at $40/net - $320.; (2) six pound nets in L. Erie, 

$240.; (3) two pound nets in L. Erie, $80.; (4) same (5) one pound net, 
$40.; (6) one pound net, $40. 

1885 record of L. Erie fishermen and their licenses (1) two single pound 
nets in L. Erie, between lots 5 and 12 (4 miles), front concession of 
Dunwick, $80.; (2) boat license to fish 1,000 yds of whitefish gill nets 
(not less than 5" mesh ex. measure), in township of Grimsby, L. Ontario, $5. 

May 1, 1885: 

- close season for trout and whitefish is the whole month of December, 
every year 

- 31 pound nets to be fished in 50 miles, in Elgin County 

- overseer of St. Thomas recommended 55 pound nets, Kerr eliminated 
24 of these. 

May 4, 1885: 

- the dam across the creek at Newcastle Hatchery was washed away previous 
winter, consequently the fish eggs were moved to other hatcheries 

Page 35: "Return. Names of persons who fished pound nets in L. Erie in front 
of the County of Elgin during the year ending 31st December 1884". 

(14 names, location, types of nets, license fees). 

May 2, 1885: 

- application for license granted to fish four single headed pound nets in 
L. Erie "lying abreast Houghton Centre, in the County of Norfolk and 
Little Otter, Township of Bayham and County of Elgin". 

May 6, 1885: 

- application for license fees (1) three pound nets in L. Erie (west of the 
Harbour of Port Burwell, Bayham) ($120.); (2) four pound nets in L. Erie 
(abreast of Lot No. 12, Front Concession of Dunwick to abreast of the 
town line, between Dunwick and Southwold - 8 miles) ($160.); (3) four 
pound nets in L. Erie (abreast lots 3 and 4, Front Concession of Southwold 
and abreast of lot 25, Front Concession of Yarmouth - 8 miles) ($160); 

(4) two single pound nets in L. Erie (abreast lot //I to west side lot #6, 
Front Cone, of Dunwick - 3 miles) ($80.) 

Page 38: four pound nets set east of Port Bruce in L. Erie and three west of 
Port Bruce; all were regular pounds with pots, hearts, tunnels and leads; 
all caught fish in 1884. 

Page 39: locations of the seven pound nets of page 38. 

May 6, 1885: 

presently too many fishermen at Niagara and Fisheries Department wants 
them to remain vacant when the present licensed fishermen vacate 



May 7, 1885: 

- pike gill net fishing carried on extensively present year in 
T. Bay and Ashbridges Bay 

- these two Bays under Municipal control 

- reference made to 56 pound net licenses applied for, states 23_ are 
permitted to fish in 50 miles of L. Erie 

- application for license to fish two single head pound nets in L. Erie 
(from abreast of Lot #1 to abreast of Lot #8, Front concession of 
Aldbars? - 6 miles) ($80.) 

May 9, 1885: 

application for license to fish sik pounds in L. Erie 

- pound nets shall have at least 4" ext. mesh measure in the pot or 
bowl, in L. Huron and Georgian Bay 

May 8, 1885: 

- application for license to fish two single pound nets in L. Erie 
(east of Port Burwell Harbour 2h miles to a post abreast of the Front 
Concession of Bayham) ($80.) 

May 9, 1885: 

- Public Notice received from Ottawa: (L. Huron and Georgian Bay, 

Fisheries, May 1, 1885) 

(1) Close season for whitefish and salmon trout is between 1 November to 
30 November inclusive, each year, in Ont. 

(2) Salmon trout or whitefish gill nets must have 5" (minimum) mesh 
ext. measure 

(3) S. trout and white pound nets must have 4" (minimum) mesh ex. 
measure in the pot or "bowl" 

(4) Pound nets prohibited in Georgian Bay, "east of a line bearing NNW 
(astronomic) connecting Cape Hurd, in Bruce County, with the mouth of the 
Spanish River, in the District of Algoma. 

- reference made to the recommended 56 pounds to be fished in L. Erie, 

Elgin County, and the number being cut to 28 

- was severe winter, late spring 
May 10, 1885: 

- many pound nets fished at upper end of L. Erie because the fish all head 
up there, against the current 

May 13, 1885: 

- application for licenses for L. Erie, County of Kent: 

(1) Six single pounds (in L. Erie) opposite Broken Front, Oxford 
Township, between Port Elizabeth and the eastern boundary of Oxford 
Township (10 miles) ($240.) 

(2) Two pounds, abreast of Broken Front, Township of Howard, between 
west side of lot #95 and Port Elizabeth Wharf (4 miles) ($80.) (3) one 
pound, abreast of Broken Front, Township of Howard, between east side of 
lot #96 and west side of lot #101 (3 miles) ($40.) 



(4) one pound, abreast of Point Aux Pins, etc. (3 miles) ($40.) 

(5) two pounds, in front of the Rondeau Harbor, 2 miles east and 2 miles 
west of the Lighthouse (4 miles) ($80.) 

(6) One pound, abreast of Broken Front, etc. (3 miles) ($40.) 

(7) one pound, abreast of Broken Front, etc. (3 miles) ($40.) 

(8) two pounds, abreast of Broken Front, etc. (3 miles) ($40.) 

(9) three pounds, abreast of Broken Front, etc. (4 miles) ($120.) 

(10) two pounds, abreast of Broken Front, etc. (2 miles) ($80.) 

"Latterly, there was no fishing in the adjoining waters fronting on the 
Township of Nerses." 

May 14, 1885: 

- 21 pounds to be fished in 60 miles of L. Erie 

Page 68: location of certain set pounds in L. Erie (7) 

Page 72: report on Big Creek sent to the Deputy Minister, June 20, 1855 
May 15, 1885: request for license to fish four pound nets in L. Erie 
Page 76: licenses granted to L. Erie fishermen 

May 16, 1885: application for license to fish two pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($£ 
Page 79: license return for April, 1885 
Pages 80, 81: license return for May, 1885 

Page 82: close season for pickerel and bass started 14 April, 1885 

Page 83: Normandale fisherman's application for license (28 Feb., 1885) to 

fish 1500 yds sturgeon gill nets (11%" ex.), 1500 yds. herring gill nets 
(3" ext.) and 1000 yds. whitefish gill net (5" ex.) in L. Erie, etc. 

May 22, 1885: application for licenses for Norfolk fishermen 

(1) to fish two pound nets in L. Erie, etc., ($40. each) 

(2) to fish 390 yds. whitefish seine and 240 yds. herring seine 
in L. Erie, etc., ($15.) 

(3) to fish 400 yds. common seine in L. Erie, etc. ($10.) 

(4) same 


(5) 

to 

fish 

300 yds. 

seine 

in 

L. Erie, 

etc. 

($10.) 

(6) 

to 

fish 

400 yds. 

seine 

in 

L. Erie, 

etc. 

($10.) 

(7) 

same 







(8) 

to 

fish 

450 yds. 

seine 

in 

L. Erie, 

etc. 

($10.) 

(9) 

to 

fish 

400 yds. 

seine 

in 

L. Erie, 

etc. 

($10.) 


May 22, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 800 yds (3", 3%" ex.) herring gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 1000 yds. (11%" ex.) sturgeon gill net in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

four applications for licenses to fish single pound nets only in L. Erie, etc. 
(totalling 13 nets). 


May 22, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 300 yds pickerel gill nets (3" ex.) in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

(2) to fish two single pounds in L. Erie etc. ($80.) 

(3) to fish 300 yds. seine in L. Erie ($10.) 

(4) to fish 400 yds. seine in L. Erie ($10.) 

(5) to fish dip nets in L. Erie, ($2.) 

(6) to fish hooks in L. Erie ($2.) 

May 22, 1885: application for licenses for one fisherman 

(1) to fish 1000 yds herring gill nets (3", 3-i" ex.) in L. Erie, etc.i 

(2) to fish 1000 yds. sturgeon gill nets (llV ex.) in L. Erie, etc. j $10 

(3) to fish 1000 yds. whitefish gill net (5" ex.) in L. Erie. ) 

May 23, 1885: three applications to fish pound nets in L. Erie, totalling 10 net 

Page 101 (25 Sept. 1885): reference to an application made to Kerr for license 
to fish drift net in Niagara River 

- fishing at Niagara in excess 

May 25, 1885: application for license to fish 120 yds. seine in Niagara River et< 

( 10 .). 

(2) to fish a machine in Niagara River, etc. ($5.) 

(3) same 

May 25, 1885: application for license to fish a machine in Niagara River and 
to spear sturgeon at Queenston Heights. 

May 28, 1885: 

- frequent seizure of gill nets reported, from Kerr's pond, since it was 
set aside in 1872 for the natural and artificial propagation of fish 

May 26, 1885: 

Killarney fisherman complained pound nets were set up "where he always 
caught our very superior choice red trout in Georgian Bay." 

May 26, 1885: application for license to fish four pound nets (single pots) 

May 28, 1885: application for licenses to fish common seines 

(1) 175 yds. long, in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) 75 yds. long in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

Page 114: 

- two sawmills on Twelve Mile Creek, one at Progreston 

- speckled trout were numerous in Progreston; when the water was let off 

a good many found under the Mill wheel 

- recently no speckled trout found under wheel when water was let off 

- Moulton Bay has good bottom for driving stakes, plenty of whitefish around 

1 June, for 6 weeks, as well as herring and pickerel 



June 5, 1885: 

Georgian Bay pound net fishing is being excessively carried on, 
markets overstocked "and fish become a drug this early in the season" 

Kerr suggests cutting down pound nets fished there 

small size trout in Hamilton markets implies gill nets less than 5" ex. 
used in Upper Lakes and Georgian Bay 

June 4, 1885: 

24 tons of pickerel on one boat sent from Killarney previous week 

- markets overstocked with pound net fish: herring from L. Erie, 
pickerel from Killarney and G. Bay; prices low. 

June 2, 1885: Twelve Mile Creek Kerr refers to is in County of Halton 

- another 12 Mile Creek in Lincoln County 
Page 128: 

- reference to the Rivers and Navigable Streams Bill in connection with 
Twelve Mile Creek ... Kerr asked to report the present condition of 
affairs there 

- trout in said Creek 

- sawmills dumping sawdust in said creek 
June 5, 1885: 

- splendid rain, everything blooming 
Page 131: 

- 1000 yds. herring gill net seized from L. Ont. (B. Beach) contained 
two small whitefish 

June 8, 1885: 

- fishermen and dealers "would do a more profitable business if only \ of 
the present take of fish was prudently caught and marketted" 

- too many salmon trout, white - pickerel, no less than 10 tons on one 
boat sent to Buffalo previous week from Georgian Bay 

June 8, 1885: 

- reference made to revoking the Order in Council, exempting Twelve Mile 
Creek from the operation of the Act for Protectionof Navigable Streams 
and Rivers. 

- Kerr reports Twelve Mile Creek is only navigable for approx. 300 yds. 
from its entrance into L. Ont. to the steam sawmill at Bronte Village 
(sawmill operates on water power) 

- creek runs about a mile below Mr. Campbell's sawmill (not steam) and 
flour mill upon entering Halton County 

- runs 15 miles through Halton until it empties into L. Ont. at Bronte Harbour 

- two boys caught 21 small speckled trout on May 25, 1885, below Campbell's 
Mill, sawdust being dumped into the river at that time 

- McCraney's Mill (steam) burns sawdust 

- Woden factory at Progreston dumps wash into 12 Mi. Creek but is harmless 
to fish, although it discolours the water 



June 8, 1885: 

"The chub is more destructive to speckled trout fry than sawdust." 

- Kerr suggests removal of old drift logs, slabs, sidings with tons and tons 
of old sawdust from said Creek in order to restore its quality of a 

good trout stream. 

- some parts are without water in summer 

- more than 12 extinct sawmills on 12 Mile Creek, as well as the two 
functioning mills 

June 9, 1885: 

- Kerr seized 1000 yds herring gill net set in L. Ont. on B. Beach 
containing herring, perch, suckers, two small whitefish, on June 6. 

June 15, 1885: 

- U.S. fishermen from Erie fishing whitefish gill nets in L. Erie in 
front of Port Burwell 

fish very numerous present season in Elgin Division of L. Erie 

- Kerr saw 400 live sturgeon in Catfish Creek, at Port Bruce, in a Pen 
similar to those Detroit fishermen use for whitefish 

- sturgeon fed in the Pen with corn, kept there until Buffalo Market rises. 

Fish never so numerous before in L. Erie 

- several hundred sturgeon also inlPen in Kettle Creek, at Pt. Stanley, 
waiting for a rise in market 

- sturgeon fishing startled by Kerr in Niagara (5 years previously) now 
spread to Great Lakes, great success, 3<:-10<:/lb. 

June 16, 1885: 

- Lake Erie whitefish are different from those caught in L. Ont. 

June 17, 1885: 

- the use of flys to catch bass isn't as successful as the use of a small 
speckled green frog, between dusk and 11 p.m. 

- flys must be fished in the evening 
June 20, 1885: 

- an anonymous party from Delhi writes to the Fisheries Department stating 
that regulations are not being followed regarding the building of fish slides 
in Big Creek or River Rowan, thus no fish pass over the dams 

- dams at Carholm, Syndoch, Croton, Delhi have no slides, and sawdust is 
let into the Creek 

- "since the mill owners have put in new dams we have had no fish worth 
speaking of." 

Page 153: description of flour mill dam at Carholm, no fishway necessary 

- no fishway needed at Syndoch 

Page 154: other dam description (Delhi) 

- suckers are the only fish that swim up Big Creek in spring 
June 20, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish five pound nets in L. Erie ($40. each) 

(2) same 

(3) to fish three pound nets in L. Erie ($40. each) 

(4) to fish seine as previous year 

(5) same as (4) 



June 22, 1885: applications for seine and boat licenses 

(1) to fish 200 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 500 yds (3-V ex.) herring and pickerel gill nets in L. Erie, ei 

($5.) 

(3) to fish 175 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($8.) 

(4) to fish 175 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($8.) 

(5) ditto 

(6) ditto 

(7) to fish a small seine in Kettle Creek and L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

(8) to fish 250 yds seine in L. Erie, etc., and 300 yds (3V' ex.) 
herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. ($10.) 

(9) to fish a seine in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

Page 159: 

fish are numerous all over, therefore cheap 

- Pt. Stanley pound net fishermen want to furnish whitefish eggs 
for Sandwich and Newcastle Hatcheries 

Page 160: 

- L. Erie whitefish are superior fine fish 
Pgs. 169-177 inc.: 

- travel log and "diary" (records of letters written, etc.) from Oct. 17, 1884 
to June 22, 1885 from Norfolk Division, Sarnia (Point Edward Fisheries), 

Elgin Division, Kent Division, generally called "returns of special duty." 

Pgs. 180-181: 

travel log, April 12, 1885 to June 26, 1885 inclusive 
June 30, 1885: 

- Hamilton City Engineer wants to lay a pipe from the filtering basins on 
B. Beach out into L. Ontario for several yards to deep water for pure 
water at all times for Hamiltonians 

July 2, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to seine in Niagara River, etc. ($10.) 

(2) to fish in L. Ont. ($5.) 

Page 185: continuation of special duties performed by Kerr in Kent Division, 

May 11-14, 1885 

Page 186: continuation of special duties performed by Kerr in Norfolk Division, 
Oct. 17, 1884-June 20, 1885 

Page 189: continuation of special duties performed by Kerr in Elgin Division, 

Feb. 17, 1885-June 22, 1885 

Page 192: continuation of special duties performed by Kerr in Pt. Edward Division 
Feb. 9-20, 1885 

July 6, 1885: application for license to fish 1000 yds herring, cisco and 
whitefish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

- no ciscos to be fished for or caught from B. Beach before Sept. 1, 1885 



July 6, 1885: 

- application by Burlington Beach fisherman for license to fish 1000 yds 
herring, cisco and whitefish gill nets in. L. Ont., etc. 

no ciscos to be fished for at B. Beach before Sept. 1, 1885 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for license to fish 450 yds. whitefish 
seine in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for boat license to fish 1600 yds 
whitefish gill nets, 2000 yds herring and cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

- no herring gill nets to be fished in seine hauling grounds 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for license to fish 400 yds whitefish 
seine in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for boat license to fish 2000 yds 
herring and cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

July 28, 1886, page 199: 

- application by Bronte fisherman for boat license to fish herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

July 6, 1885: 

- application by B. Beach fisherman to fish 1000 yds herring and cisco gill 
nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for license to fish 300 yds whitefish 
seine in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for boat license to fish 1000 yds herring 
and cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

Page 202 (most of it impossible to read) further applications, similar to 
previous applications 

July 6, 1885: 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for license to fish 350 yds whitefish 
seine in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for boat license to fish 1000 yds 
herring and cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for license to fish 2000 yds herring 
and cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application by B. Beach fisherman for license to fish 2000 yds whitefish 
gill nets, 1000 yds herring and cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

- ciscos not to be fished for during summer months due to their tendency 
to be perishable fish,as well as herring, in hot summer weather 

- "class of fishermen" on B. Beach, as well as Kerr, say there is an abundance 
of trout and whitefish in L. Ont., can be sold at 5c/lb. 

fishermen, however, are lazy and prefer catching herring because they can 
be found nearer home. 

- Kerr sent Bauset, Ottawa, a 17 } s lb whitefish, caught in L. Erie 
(east of harbour, Pt. Burwell) 

- abundance of fish being caught in L. Erie: herring and pickerel (herring 
sells for ^c/lb), sturgeon are a drug on the market. The gill and pound 
nets have made sturgeon too plentiful in the market 



July 6, 1885: 

sturgeon being numerously caught with gill nets in L. Erie, 

(south of Long Point) 

Kerr convinced whitefish and trout are extremely abundant in his division 
of L. Ont., but B. Beach fishermen too lazy to fish for them 

- Kerr requests order from Ottawa to stop herring gill net fishing in his 
division during summer months, because they gill and catch small whitefish 

July 7, 1885: 

gill nets set on reefs and rocks in L. Erie? (Pt. Stanley) are 
bound to catch trout and whitefish 

July 8, 1885: 

sturgeon fishing illegally carried on by the south side of Long Point 
between 6 p.m. Saturday night and 6 a.m. Monday morning 

July 9, 1885: 

hook and line fishing only is allowed between Humber River and 
City of Toronto 

July 10, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 200 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 500 yds whitefish gill net in L. Erie (boat license) ($5.) 

(3) to fish 175 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($8.) 

(4) to fish 125 yds seine in L. Ont., etc. ($8.) 

(5) to fish 175 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($8.) 

(6) to fish 250 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($10.) 

(7) to fish 250 yds eine in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

(8) to fish 350 yds sturgeon net, (11" ex.) in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(9) to fish a small seine and 200 yds herring gill net (3" ex.) in L. Ont., 

etc. ($4.) 

July 13, 1885: 

- Pt. Dalhousie fisherman caught an eel and 60 bushels of perch with 
his "enclosure" 

July 15, 1885: 

- discussion of the American fishing in Canadian waters controversy, 
and an individual case 

July 16, 1885: 

- principal fish being caught in front of Bayham, in L. Erie, are sturgeon 

- numerous in L. Erie 

- sell for 4q/lb dressed 

- sturgeon devour the eggs and fry of more valuable fish, during 
spawning season 

- application for license to fish 300 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

July 17, 1885: application for license to fish two single pot pounds in L. Erie, 
etc. ($40.) 



July 


July 

Page 

Page 

Page 

Page 

Page 

July 

July 

July 


July 


Page 

July 


17, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish a pound net ($10.) 

(2) to fish 8000 yds trout, whitefish, herring gill nets from 2 boats 
(4000 yds each). (Trout and whitefish gill net to be between 5" and 6%" 
mesh ex. measure, herring gill net to be 3" ex. mesh ex. measure). 

18, 1885: application for license for Niagara fisherman to fish in L. Ont. 
238: license return for May, 1885 

239: license return for May, 1885 
240: license return for June, 1885 
241: license return for July, 1885 
242: license return for July, 1885 

19, 1885: 

weather hot and cold, with heavy dews every night 

23, 1885: application for license to fish single pot pound in 
L. Erie, etc., ($40.) 

23, 1885: 

Fisheries Report - decided to discontinue net fishing off Toronto Island, L.O 

Fisheries Dept, doesn't intend to issue any pound net licenses near 
Pt. Dalhousie, L. Ont. 

plenty of trout being caught by Paddy Hand 

whitefish sought when "water gets ruffled up in Lake Ont." 

600 lbs trout (minus 1 whitefish) total catch for week 
Niagara fishing slim, poor takes 

no fishing carried on between B. Beach and the Humber except at Pt. Credit 
plentiful supply of fish at Hamilton, from Georgian Bay 
plentiful harvest 

24, 1885: 

Boat license issued to fish 2250 yds of whitefish gill nets (5" ex.), 

1440 yds pickerel and herring gill net (3%" ex.) in L. Erie, etc. 

Kerr wishes Pt. Burwell man stormy rough weather to stir up the fish 

255: hard to read 

29, 1885: application for license to fish single pound in L. Ont, etc. ($20.) 

Clear Creek fisherman had 750 live sturgeon penned up in a pond of said 
creek, awaiting higher prices 

Paddy Hand doing well at Winona, L. Ont., averaging approx. $30/week in 
trout caught in 6" and 6h" mesh gill nets 

on 28th they fished up 34 trout (averaging 10 lbs) and 7 whitefish 
(sell for 5d/lb) 


July 28, 1885: 

- Kerr sent Bauset a "mess of whitefish" 




July 29, 1885: 

- trout quite numerous in L. Ont.: out of 41 fish caught "the other day" 
34 were trout, 7 were whitefish (only 1 female fish in 7) 

too many fish, not enough fishermen to fish 

too many fishermen and gill nets in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron. 

Will clean the fish out up there in four years if Government doesn't 
impose some type of control, Kerr remarks 

- at present time fish are outsmarting the fishermen there 
July 30, 1885: 

- Canadian whitefish gill net = 5" mesh 

- American whitefish gill net = 4V ex. measure 

- close season for whitefish present year is entire month of November 
July 31, 1885: 

- close season from Nov. 1-10 useless for whitefish, sufficient for trout 

- "An entire month is hardly sufficient for the 9 different species of 
trout and 5 different species of whitefish" 

- herring and pickerel (pike) gill nets are 3" and 3h" mesh ex. measure 

sturgeon gill nets are 11.3/4" mesh ex. measure and 7 meshes deep in 
each gill net 

- gill nets for large fish are 6" and 6%" mesh 
August 7, 1885: 

- Kerr suspects American fishermen fishing in Canadian L. Erie waters 
for herring, perch and pickerel with 3h " mesh herring gill nets 

July 2, 1885 (page 274): 

- "whitefish will be plentiful this month" 

August 8, 1885: 

- splendid rain previous night, refreshing 
August 3, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 300 yds whitefish gill net (5" mesh) in L. Ont., etc. 
until December 31 ($3.) 

(2) to fish pound net, etc. ($10.) 

Page 277: license return, July and August, 1885 
August 6, 1885: 

- Kerr expects large reduction in pound nets in Elgin County in 1886 
August 7, 1885: 

- St. Catharines fisherman permitted to fish 2.3/4", 3V' mesh gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. for perch, herring and pickerel, and 5", 6" and 6V' 
mesh gill nets for whitefish and trout 

August 10, 1885: 

license issued to St. Catharines fisherman to fish 500 yds herring gill 
nets and 1500 yds whitefish and trout gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

- week before last Paddy Hand and sons caught $100 worth of fish, 
about 2000 lbs, sold at 5c?/lb 


Pages 292-294: full written pages, impossible to read, concerns Toronto Island 
fisheries 



Page 295: 

- newspaper clipping containing articles "Disclosures To Be Made: 

Ontario Government Said to Have Several Good Things on Its Predessors 
in Office." "A Sweeping Return: The Government May Abolish All the 
Exemptions of Educational Institutions." "Had Warm Passage: 

Hon. George W. Ross and Mr. Harcourt Not Quite In Accord Over Recent Incider 

August 17, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 1000 yds sturgeon gill net (11V' mesh) in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish " " " " " " " " " " " 

August 17, 1885: 

- news of a take of "a splendid lot of ciscos" which had to be thrown 
away due to poor market (Humber area) 

- license fees for each boat fishing gill nets is $10. 

- weather very warm 

- cisco fishing may not start until 15 Sept, or "until the weather moderates 
and becomes sufficiently cold for handling this fat and tender fish." 

- several thousand fish were spoiled last season due to early and 
extended fishing 

August 24, 1885: 

"Trout at present feeding on Honey Comb, rock bottom - deep water; 

6 and 6% inch mesh gill nets will catch them." 

- feeding on young eel pouts about 4" long 

- Paddy Hand caught 600 lbs trout in one lift one day, previous week 
with 6, 6h" mesh 5000 yd gill net 

August 29, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) for a boat license ($5.) 

(2) for a pound net license ($40.) 

(3) to fish 4000 yds trout net, whitefish and herring gill nets in 
L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

August 29, 1885: 

salmon trout and whitefish very numerous in L. Ont. at Grimsby and Winona 

- Kerr received an 18 lb whitefish from L. Erie 
Pages 324-336 inc.: 

September 1, 1885: application for boat licenses 

(1) to fish 6000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 


(2) to fish 3000 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(3) to fish 4200 yds - ditto - ($8.) 

(4) to fish 4000 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(5) to fish 6000 yds - ditto - ($15.) 

(6) to fish 6000 yds - ditto - ($15.) 

(7) to fish 6000 yds - ditto - ($15.) 

(8) to fish 6000 yds - ditto - ($15.) 

(9) to fish 3000 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(10) to fish 2000 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(11) to fish 5000 yds - ditto - ($10.) 

(12) to fish 4000 yds - ditto - ($10.) 



September 3, 1885: 

application for three boat licenses to fish in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

Page 339: 

- Memorandum for the Deputy Minister of Fisheries ... On the Petition of 
the Toronto City Solicitor asking that all the fishery rights and 
privileges in and about Toronto Harbour, Ashbridges Bay and the Island in 
front of the City, hitherto deeded to the Fisheries Department be 
transferred and granted to the City of Toronto 

September 4, 1885: application for boat licenses to fish gill nets in L. Ont. 

(1) 200 yds, 3" mesh herring gill nets ($1.) 


(2) - ditto - ($1.) 

(3) - ditto - ($1.) 

(4) 600 yds - ditto - ($4.) 

(5) 500 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(6) 600 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(7) 600 yds - ditto - ($5.) 

(8) 600 yds - ditto - ($5.) 


September 5, 1885: close season for speckled trout from Sept. 15 to May 1 
Page 345: license returns for August and Sept., 1885 
September 7, 1885: application for licenses 


(1) 

to 

fish 

3600 yds herring 

gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

($10.) 

(2) 

to 

fish 

600 yds 

- ditto - 

($5.) 

(3) 

to 

fish 

800 yds 

- ditto - 

($5.) 

(4) 

to 

fish 

3000 yds 

- ditto - 

($10.) 


September 7, 1885: application for two boat licenses 
September 9, 1885: 

- pound net fishermen ignore the summer run of whitefish altogether 

- whitefish are caught in months of May and June when they approach the 
shore of L. Erie to feed on small shrimps 

- Pt. Royal, May 9, 1885, Kerr viewed boat load of whitefish caught the 
previous night and that morning in a seine 

whitefish approach shore in fall (November) also, when they stay in 
reefs, around rocks to spawn 

- male fish comes a fortnight sooner to the reefs and rocks than the female, 
to hunt for suitable spawning places 

- pound nets are set up along the shore at this time 

- after last year's 8 day whitefish close season fishermen caught 22,500 lbs 
whitefish which shouldn't have been caught 

- whitefish and trout presently satisfactorily increasing in numbers in L. Ont. 

- Kerr confiscated small lot of L. Erie whitefish (full of spawn) caught 
Oct. 31, 1884, as well as 18 (full of spawn) on Nov. 22, 1884 

fall pound net fishing in L. Erie always more profitable - nearly double 
the amount (not including whitefish) the rest of the year's take 



1867 - with the exception of 12 barrels taken from Turkey Point, all 

the rest of the fish gilled were of first quality 

- whitefish frequent rocks and reefs no farther out than a mile from 
shore to spawn 

- most fish caught at this time are male fish, Kerr only viewed 10 females 
in a catch of 300 

- further notification history on whitefish close season 

- pound nets set along the shore of L. Erie in November obstruct passage 
of whitefish to and from the waters of the ordinary channels connecting 
waters of L. Erie with the reefs and rocks (shale and honeycomb rocks) 
barring their passage and effort to spawn 

Page 358: unable to read 
September 11, 1885: 

- Kerr saw whitefish at Eagle,Pt. Stanley and Pt. Burwell, caught in 
May and June 

- 78 spearing licenses issued to persons to spear in B. Bay between Nov. 22, 1 
and April 15, 1885 (monthly Monday totals' return) 

September 14, 1884*: 

- On Kerr's first visit to Pt. Dover and east as far as Dunville, L. Erie 

(Nov. 13, 1866) saw 300 whitefish, of which 10 were female. 

- close season for whitefish in 1866 was Nov. 19 to Dec. 1, then changed 

to Nov. 10-20, then to Nov. 1-10, now Nov. 1-30. 

- Kerr suggests another reduction in pound net fishing as it still is in exces 

September 19, 1885: 

- L. Erie fisherman fished up 20 tons of trout during close season 
(last November) 

- "... whenever close seasons are found to curtail (as they are always 
sure to do) the operations of Canadian fishermen, on the border waters, 
the cry is raised that we are protecting fish for the benefit of the 
United States." 

- L. Erie measures 40-50 miles across 

- "The idea that in such extensive bodies of water as the Great Lakes, 
the local range of various kinds of non-migratory fishes extends across 
an imaginary water boundary, is not at all a practicable one." 

- pounds fished steadily, morning to night, throughout close seasons 
"ostensibly catching onto these other kinds of (fish) which are always 
in legal season." 

- Kerr assures Pt. Burwell fisherman of the quantity of whitefish to be 
caught in October, the majority being male fish (as the male fish in the 
fall commence the run.) 

- close season (previously given) applies to L. Erie, L. St. Clair, L. Huron, 
L. Superior, Georgian Bay, L. Simcoe, L. Ont., Niagara River, Detroit 
River, and River St. Clair. 

petition to reduce close season for whitefish to Nov. 1-16 inclusive 



September 19, 1885: 

- 20 tons of trout caught in pound net in Colpoy's Bay during close 
season previous November 

early last spring, J & C Noble, Killarney, caught 40 tons of whitefish 
in their pound nets - sent to Buffalo and didn't sell, therefore $4,000 
wasted 

- therefore Kerr recommends ridding G. Bay of all pound nets by the 
end of 1885 

- gill netters of G. Bay opposed to pound nets 

pound net fishermen did well in L. Erie previous May and June 

- not heard of any spoiled or lost fish so far this year 

- L. Erie fishermen should be made to fish for herring during November 
as are L. Ont. fishermen 

- no doubt gill net fishing will be carried on at the Islands during 
close season 

- new hatchery being "put-up" by Wilmot at Owen Sound, expected to be 
ready approaching fall 

- delightful weather 

- herring, blue backs and ciscos starting to be caught and smoked; 
sell for $1.20/100 fish to market, $1.60/100 to consumers 

- Bronte, Winona, B. Beach and Pt. Credit fishermen lead in catching, 
curing and selling herring and ciscos 

September 21, 1885: 

- Minister deems it inadvisable to allow L. Erie fishermen to fish for 
whitefish during close season. (In response to their petition) 

- whitefish seek L. Erie shores to spawn, early Nov., pound nets bear 
severely on any fishery 

September 23, 1885: 

- Hamilton Division fishermen fished herring and ciscos during Nov. 
instead of the whitefish and trout 


September 26, 1885: 

- "excessive catch of herring must be curtailed during this hot weather" 


Bronte fishermen carelessly dispose of them, adding to loss and 
destruction of herring 


September 25, 1885: 

- "Public Notice" to Bronte fishermen re careless overfishing of herring 

- application for boat licenses 

(1) to fish in L. Ont. ($2.) 

(2) to fish gill net in L. Ont. ($1.) 

(3) to fish gill net in L. Ont. ($1.) 

(4) to fish gill net in L. Ont. ($1.) 

(5) to fish gill net in L. Ont. ($5.) 

(6) to fish 1000 yds sturgeon and herring gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($5. 

(7) to fish 1000 yds herring gill net (3V mesh) in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(8) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. ($1.) 



September 26, 1885: 

Kerr recommends a limit on the take of herring and ciscos in hot weather 
September 28, 1885: 

- Kerr supervised the building of a fishway on the Sturgeon River, 

Chippawa Hill, previous year 

Killarney merchant to send Hamilton man a package of red salmon trout 

- whitefish close season (Nov. 1-30) doesn't prevent Killarney merchant 
from obtaining red trout (caught in North Channel by pound nets) 

- Kerr expects to build a fish hatchery in Niagara the following year 
October 1, 1885: 

- salmon trout very few being nearly all caught off in past years, 
therefore no need to refer to s. trout with respect to L. Erie 

Elgin Division, L. Erie fishermen ask to leave their pound nets in L. Erie 
during whitefish close season, promising only to keep the pickerel and 
herring, throwing the whitefish back 

- Kerr doesn't recommend this, because (1) fishermen are known to be unable 
to resist great temptation (keeping all the fish) and (2) whitefish are 
tender, sensitive to handling and are bound to die 

- close season never adhered to ... (e.g.) Post Co. with a tug goes over to 
the pound nets every year during close season, takes the whitefish out 

of them, sails back again, and by mutual arrangement paid for the 
whitefish afterwards. 

Page 393: 

- pound-netters extremely eager to shorten close season 

October 2, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish a seine in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish in Niagara River ($5.) 

(3) to fish in L. Ont. ($10.) 

(4) to fish 300 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($2.) 

Pages 395-6: 

- Kerr's travel log and expense record, from July 1-Sept. 30, 1885 
October 6, 1885: 

- pounds will be permitted to fish herring and pickerel during whitefish 
close season, and that permission based on their honour that they will 
not catch and keep any whitefish, in November 

- rumour that salmon already entering Duffins Creek 

- someone is gill net fishing in L. Ont. at the Rouge 

- 117 pound net owners on L. Erie 

- gill net fishermen are few on L. Erie 
Page 405: 

insert: account of Bronte fisherman illegally fishing for and catching 
large quantity of herring and ciscos, and ensuing court case 

October 10, 1885: 

- Kerr "heard" that pound net fishing would be banned from G. Bay the 
following year 

from the constantly fished pound nets to the k-Q'" mesh ex. measure nets, 
too many fish caught 



October 10, 1885: 

- markets glutted, tons of choice fish spoiled, buried, excessive 
fishing and glutted markets in Buffalo and other places as well 

- thus Kerr suggests the 36 pound nets applied for present year 
be rejected 

- still 117 pound nets being fished in L. Erie, between Ridgeway and 
Amhersberg at present 

- Pt. Burwell fisherman "lost 120 sturgeon last summer"? 

Page 412: copy of application for licenses (9), dated May 22, 1885 

October 12, 1885: report to Overseer Sharp that licenses applied for on 
May 22, 1885 have not been received 

- application for boat licenses 

(1) to fish 4000 yds s. trout, whitefish and herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 300 yds herring gill net (3" mesh) in L. Ont., etc. ($2.) 

(3) to fish 400 yds herring gill net (3" ex. measure) in L. Ont., etc. ($3. 

October 11, 1885: 

- previous Tuesday, Ansley and Co. fished up 2^ tons Broad Mullet in a 
pound net, off Long Point, L. Erie ("Such a thing was never known before.") 

October 17, 1885: 

- three pound nets set in L. Erie measure (set like so ...) 


(1) 

65 

rod 

lead. 

25' 

depth 

of 

pot 

and water j_ 

(2) 

50 

rod 

lead. 

28' 

ft 

ir 

It 

n ii I 

(3) 

50 

rod 

lead, 

32' 

it 

»i 

It 

it H L 


October 17, 1885: 

- Wheatley fisherman found fishing a pound (85 rod lead, 26' pot) in 
Kent division, illegally (no license) 

- recent storm in Leamington Division of L. Erie caused damage to nets 

- herring fishing very good there 

found six illegal pound nets (no licenses), gives dimensions 

- application for boat licenses 

(1-5) to fish at B. Beach ($5, $5, $5, $3, $2.50) 

(6) to fish 100 yds herring gill net (3" ex.) in L. Erie, etc. ($1.) 
stormy wet days (previous Monday and Tuesday) in Kent Division, L. Erie 

- previous Thursday's catch of herring from Pigeon Bay was splendid - 
large fish, numerous 

- deliveries of fish by fishermen to steamers up to 60 boxes, and more 
October 19, 1885: 

- whitefish and s. trout found in freezers during "close season" will 
be confiscated 

October 18, 1885: 

fishermen at Pt. Elgin disregard close season (Nov.) 



October 19, 1885: 

- pound nets in L, Erie (east of Pt. Pelee down as far as Buck Horn - 

30 miles) badly damaged (torn, leads carried away by the recent severe 
storm. Some useless) 

- rumour that Mackay and Clark have 75 tons of fish in their freezer 
at Wiarton 

- Wilmot to get ova at Wiarton 
Page 442: 

- Division Overseers: Haldimand - W.A. McCrae, Norfolk - Sharp, 

Kent - McMichael, Essex - Wm. Prosser 

October 20, 1885: 

- application to fish a machine in Niagara River, at Queenston 
during 1886 ($10.) 

October 28, 1885: 

- receipts for licenses of fishermen of Haldimand Division (9) 

October 24, 1885: 

- no fishermen other than herring fishermen to fish in Kerr's division 
of L. Ont. during whitefish and s. trout close season 

reference to the taking of spawn for the Sandwich Hatchery 

fish dealers enquire as to whether it would be legal to sell fish 
(whitefish and s. trout) during close season, as presently they have 
12 tons in their freezer/warehouse (on the Esplanade) 

October 27, 1885: application for licenses 

(1) to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($3.) 

(2) to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($4.) 

(3) to fish herring gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

October 31, 1885: 

- two fishermen have illegal 4V mesh gill nets to catch whitefish 
during close season 

Page 470: 

- J.S. Allen (Wiarton) was at Pt. Dover previous week, claiming he was 
appointed by the Government to catch all the whitefish and s. trout 
during close season in order to obtain eggs and fluid? for the Hatcheries. 
"Allen boasted he had the privilege of buying in all the fish operations, 
and expected to clear $2000 by this transaction." 

October 31, 1885: 

- tugs carrying illegally caught whitefish 
November 1, 1885: 

- further tug carrying whitefish incident 
November 3, 1885: 

- application for spearing licenses(to catch herring from boats, and 
when the ice forms ... to spear pike and bass also) in B. Bay, from 
Dec. 26, 1885 to April 14, 1886 ($2.) 

November 8, 1885: 

- accounts of quantities of whitefish being taken from pound nets, 
aboard steamers and tugs, and shipped to the U.S. 

- herring numerous, selling at %c/lb in Essex and Kent 
too many fish caught due to surplus of pound nets 



November 10, 1885: 

- Meaford gill net fishermen upset re privilege of catching s. trout 
and whitefish and that spawn was taken from them by the Wilmots and 
given to J.S. Allan 

- Allan can't catch sufficient quantity of fish because his nets are 
set in the wrong places 

- Club Island (Sault Ste. Marie division) has 20 tons frozen fish to 
be removed to Toronto 

- pound net fishing must be immediately stopped in L. Erie in future, 
when whitefish close season starts 

November 11, 1885: 

- since Wilmot named L. Ont. salmon "Salmo Wilmotta" they have nearly 
all disappeared 

November 14, 1885: 

- one compartment at Pt. Dover's freezer filled with fish 

- J.S. Allan has 2 tons of trout for fish dealer 

November 16, 1885: 

- present storm blowing out nets in Hamilton 

- too many fish caught; %<?/lb for herring in Essex, 2-jq/lb in 
Haldimand and Norfolk 

November 15, 1885: 

- fishery monopoly in Prosser's district (Post and Co. pay Prosser all 
license fees granted, fishermen consequently employees of Post and Co., 
getting paid $25-$30/day) 

November 16, 1885: 

- no new Hatchery at Wiarton 

- eggs gathered go to Newcastle Hatchery 

November 17, 1885: 

- application for 7 licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc., 
from B. Beach and Bronte fishermen ($10, $5.) 

November 16, 1885: 

- Charley Wilmot at Wiarton, getting trout spawn 

- Meaford fish dealer says it's a waste of time 

November 18, 1885: 

- Allan hired to catch all fish he can in order to obtain spawn 

- all fish to be liberated alive 

- fish found dead or killed in spawning to be salted in half-barrels 
(packages) and stored at Wiarton, subsequently given to the Indian 
Dept, for distribution amongst Indians at Parry Sound, Manitoulin, 
Penninsula, etc. 

supposed that large quantities of trout are being taken by Allan and 
shipped to his customers 

November 16, 1885: 

- dam across the Trent River at Trenton now in process ofbeing built, water 
about 5' deep where dam is being built, dam to be 17' high. 



November 19, 1885: 

- on trip through Elgin County Kerr found 12 recently salted-down whitefish 
November 18, 1885: 

- Wilmot taken 50 millions (spawn) already, letting all unhurt fish go 

- Clark of Wiarton has 130 tons frozen fish 

- McIntosh has 16,000 trout 

- Owen Sound fishermen caught 200 fish 
November 21, 1885: 

- Kerr confiscated 1200 yds whitefish gill net (4.3/4" mesh) containing 
4 whitefish (at Rainhara) 

- fishway should be built in_ the dam at Trenton, not on 

- L. Ont. fishermen strictly observing whitefish and s. trout close season 
November 23, 1885: 

- application for 2 licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 
($5., $10.) 

November 25, 1885: 

- report of 9 whitefish caught by 3 men on November 20 

- report of 4 whitefish caught by 2 men in Rainham 

November 25, 1885 (pg. 529): 

- description of the future fishway in dam at Trenton 

November 16, 1885: 

- "copy" - location of J & C Noble’s pound nets 

- 4 cork-and-lead nets confiscated near Killarney 
4 packages of fish on one of the Fox Islands 

November 23, 1885: 

- "copy" - Clearville, Kent County, fisheries have been lifting 
whitefish, shipping over 4 tons 

November 26, 1885: 

- Kerr estimates 9 out of 10 pounds in L. Erie caught whitefish 
during close season 

Page 536: 

- further note on illegal fishing at Clearville (see Nov. 23, 1885) 
November 29, 1885: 

- six pounds fishing at Clearville caught whitefish 

- __ fishes about _ lbs found in L. Huron 

- 10 in L. Erie 

8 in L. St. Clair 

- highly thought of in Ottawa 

- 150 sturgeon caught were spoiled, buried 

- names, cases, re breaking of close season 
November 30, 1885: 

- more whitefish found being shipped 



December 4, 1885: 

- trout very numerous at Big Island ("Loyal Island") 

- trout price/package down to % of previous year's price 

- too many fish in market 

- Americans fishing off Pelee Island, catching large quantities of whitefish 
November 27, 1885: 

- fishway at Indian Rapids Mills, Saugeen River, Southampton (in the north 
riding of Bruce) completed according to model 

account of costs, etc. 

- fishway: 52' long inside, much longer outside, boarded or planked over 
on top to prevent it from filling with snow, has great strength and 
durability, first of a very superior and useful kind in Ontario, 9 buckets 
or steps made of sound maple. 

December 5, 1885: 

- fine of $2.00 or 10 days in jail for fishing for, catching and killing 
whitefish in L. Erie at Rainham, during close season, with 1200 yds 
whitefish gill nets, 4.3/4" ex. measure. 

- single whitefish caught in gill net after 12 o'clock, Nov. 30. 

- fine of $2.00 for fishing for, catching and killing four whitefish from 
L. Erie, at Rainham, with 200 yds gill net, Oct. 30, without a license 

December 12, 1885: 

- list of fined fishermen who caught and killed whitefish with pound nets 
in L. Erie during close season (mostly Americans) 

- Kerr suggests stopping all pound net fishing in the future in order to 
kill fishermen's temptation to return whitefish during close season, 

when they are caught in pounds explicitly set to catch herring and pickerel 

- herring, pickerel so numerous in L. Erie that changing gill nets to 3h " 
mesh ex. measure would protect whitefish 

- s. trout and whitefish should not be caught, etc. until Feb. 1. 

- J.S. Allan, Wiarton makes $25/day for procuring ova, shipped carload of 
trout (2000 lbs) to Hamilton fish dealer present week @ 4p/lb. 

December 12, 1885: 

- good deal of fishing in Georgian Bay, with gill nets, should be stopped 
in future until Feb. 1. 

- abundance of herring in Georgian Bay, no set time for fishing for them, 
very few caught other than through the ice in winter 

trout and whitefish fishing stops in early Oct., resumes February 20 in 
L. Ontario, from Niagara to Whitby Harbour 

good many pound nets in L. Erie 

December 14, 1885: 

- surveyor (and civil engineer) reports on Desjardins Canal and Marshes 

- stagnant water considered to be "a source of great evil during the hot 
months of the year" 

- wants to drain Dundas Marsh, convert it into agricultural land 

- Desjardins Canal had its course diverted (1851-1854 building of the Great 
Western Railway) from going around the Heights to right through the Heights, 
presently enters B. Bay 



December 14, 1885: 

railway embankment across old channel of Canal prevents outflow from 
Dundas Marsh to B. Bay 

- Canal runs straight from town of Dundas to B. Bay 

Dundas Marsh supplied (with water) by Mordon's Creek; Lyon's Creeks, 

West Flamboro; Cold Spring Creek, Ancaster; Beasley Cove Creek, Barton; 
as well as several smaller streams from Ancaster, Barton, West Flamboro. 

- largest part of D. Marsh in W. Flamboro. 

large streams run all year round, especially spring and heavy summer rains 
when large volumes of water "are so great that I question if 20 steam pumps 
would be sufficient to pump out the water from D. Marsh." 

- average depth in some parts of D. Marsh 8' 
average depth in Canal 10' 

- streams run through Marsh continually 

- (Ague and malaria scarce since railway made cut through Heights and 
water continually flows into B. Bay). 

- Professor Foster of Nova Scotia appointed new Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries (Great Temperance Order) 

December 17, 1885: 

- Sam Wilmot got 12 million trout eggs 

- Kerr's 21st anniversary as Overseer 

- 140 pound nets fished present year, and are still, in L. Erie between 
Colchester, Essex, and Ridgeway, Welland 

- too many fish were caught therefore poor prices 
thousands of pounds of fish wasted, perished 

- Kerr expects reduction of 40-60 pound nets in L. Erie following year 
December 25, 1885: 

- Kerr bought 100 lbs whitefish from J.S. Allan 

- all fish are at head of L. Erie 

- man reported fishing 40 pounds in L. Huron 
December 14, 1885: 

Clearville fisherman lifted and shipped 5700 lbs whitefish during close season 

Page 590: travel log and expenses of A. Blatley, Port Credit May 6, 1884 
to Dec. 31, 1885 

Page 591: travel log and expenses of Peter Price, Long Point, L. Erie, 

Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1885 

January 1886: 

- Memorandum (to be completed) of C.W. Gauthier's catch of fish in L. Erie 
at Aloboro, for year ending 31 Dec. 1885, (includes whitefish, herring, 
trout, eels, muskie, bass, pike, pickerel (yellow and blue), sturgeon, 
coarse fish) 



Page 594: 

- Memorandum of Gauthier's fishing rig 

- Memorandum of Dan Laing’s catch of fish at Eagle, L. Erie, etc. 

(includes: see Jan. 1886) 

Page 595: Memorandum of Laing's fishing rig 

Page 596: Memorandum of John Church's catch at Tyrconnell, L. Erie 
(see Jan. 1886) and fishing rig 

Page 597: travel log and expenses (JWK), Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 1885 

January 6, 1886: fishing for trout and whitefish abandoned in L. Ont. early 
previous October 

- bass decreasing in numbers at Long Point, L. Erie, due to too much fishing, 
pound netting 

- too many sturgeon caught west of L. Point, at Clear Creek 

- dead sturgeon floating in L. Erie (12 miles east of given fishing lot) 

- pounds set too close to lakeshore, barring passage of fish up and down lake 

January 7, 1886: 

- large increase in catch of herring, blue pickerel, sturgeon, in Kent 
Division, L. Erie during 1885, due to increase in pound net numbers 

- decrease in whitefish catch due to change in close season 

Page 609: Memo, of Sylvenus Young's catch, Pt. Bruce, L. Erie (see Jan. 1886) 

January 10, 1886: 

- cargo of fresh trout expected from Georgian Bay, present week 

Page 618: Memo, of C.C. Bates; catch. Clear Creek, L. Erie (see Jan. 1886), 
plus mullets and suckers, catfish, perch). 

Page 619: travel log and expenses of D. Sharp, Norfolk Division, L. Erie, 

Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1885 

January 11, 1886: 

- Kerr reports decrease in catch of whitefish (decreased 13,300 lbs) 

in Elgin Division, L. Erie, in 1885 (over (under) 1884), due solely to 
change in close season 

- 582,400 lbs of fish other than whitefish caught in Elgin in 1884 

- 613,393 lbs of fish (including trout, herring, muskie, bass, pickerel, 

sturgeon, coarse fish) in 1885 

- fishermen kept sturgeon live in pound nets waiting for a better market, 
sturgeon died (Pt. Burwell and Clear Creek) 

- no fishways in Elgin Division of L. Erie 

- 122,260 lbs fish for "home consumption" in Elgin County 

- remainder sent to distant markets 

- $25,424.00 worth of fish caught by 31 Dec. 1884 

- $21,680.75 worth of fish caught by 31 Dec. 1885 


$3,743.25 decrease 



January 14, 1886: 

- decrease in take of whitefish during 1885, In Norfolk Division, L. Erie, 
due to extended close season 

large decrease also in take of herring and pickerel, due to rough and 
stormy weather (opposed to a diminishing of these fish) 

Yr ' ■ 

- increase in take of sturgeon (of 28,324 lbs) in 1885 over 118 C but a 
decrease in price (of $7,120.55) due to glutted markets 

January 28, 1886: 

- application for 4 boat licenses to fish cisco and herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

also, application (1) for boat license to fish 1000 yds of 3" ex. mesh 
herring gill nets in L. Erie, etc. )$10.) 

(2) for license to fish machine in Niagara River, etc. ($10.) 

- report of 23 lb s. trout in Elgin Annual Return 
February 4, 1886: 

- Gauthier sent Wilmot a 168 lb sturgeon 
February 1, 1886: 

- decrease (of $11,809.) in annual returns, compared with 1884 

- decrease (of $11,388.) in catch of ciscos and herring at Bronte, in 1885, 
due to rough weather 

- market prices good due to new arrival of saltwater fish in Ont. markets 

- gill net and seine fishing (whitefish, trout) at Niagara and B. Beach 
decreased in 1885 

- increase in catch of trout (of $2,403.) at Winona, in 1885, no thanks 
to the Fish Breeding Hatcheries, claim fishermen 

close season strictly kept in Hamilton Division 

- fish fry dumped in places they shouldn't be by Hatchery Distribution 
Officers, therefore no increase, instead a decrease 

- most fish caught and listed in annual return, 1885, are naturally 
propagated, not placed by the Hatcheries 

- herring, ciscos, sturgeon, suckers, mullets not produced at Sandwich 
or Newcastle Hatcheries 

- no indication of any salmon seen or caught in Hamilton Division, L. Ont.,1885 

- proper place plant whitefish, trout fry is on reefs where parent fish spawn 

26,730 lbs trout caught in Hamilton Division, L. Ont., 1885 are natural 
production of salmon trout spawning on the reefs 

February 5, 1886: 

- close season for bass (April 15-May 15) inefficient for protection. 

Kerr recommends a change to May 24-July 1 each year 

- same close season for muskinonge 

- eight different kinds of bass, all choice, good tasting fish, according 
to the purity of water caught in 

- bass abundant in L. Erie, L. St. Clair, L. Ont., B. Bay, etc. 

types: (1) Black; (2) White; (3) Oswego; (4) Striped; (5) Green; 

(6) Pink-eye; (7) Rock; (8) Speckled 



February 5, 1886: 

- bass varieties the only choice fish in Lakes and Rivers of Ontario 

Bass endowed with natural affection, self-devotion, attachment, 
parental for eggs and young 

- male and female bass operate as a pair, eggs deposited, impregnated, 
both fish protect, guard eggs from being devoured by other fish until 
young fry hatch 

can be seen in inlets and shallow waters of B. Bay, Dundas March, 

Mitchell's Bay, L. St. Clair, L. Erie, any day in June 

young fry and parents leave nest together, presumably parent takes 
fry to some safe place 

February 6, 1886: 

- most fish caught by seines in Niagara River are sold on U.S. side 

- parties using seines and nets often lift single hauls of over a bushel 
of lake perch, filled with spawn, destroying thousands of fish 

- one fisherman's catch of perch did not exceed 100 lbs in two years 

- petition received to fish for pike in B. Bay between April 1 and May 10, 188< 

- due to heavy rains at beginning of year, B. Bay water muddy and spearing 
a failure 

- also due to storms, cisco and herring fishing terminated on B. Beach, Dec. 31 

- large quantities of pike caught by anglers during summer months in B. Bay 

allowed to perish because unfit for food 

- pike fishing in winter and spring successful for fishermen, take well in 
marke t 

- application for license to fish (5) single pot pound nets (80 rod leads) 
in L. Erie, etc. ($40.) 

- large freezer purchased at Pt. Burwell will prevent further loss of fish 

- application for license to fish (4) single pot pound nets in L. Erie, 
etc. ($40.) each 

Page 655: 

- Elgin County: 31 men fished 35 pound nets 

- Published Accounts, 1884 state "Point Pelee Mainland - 30,842 lbsWhitefish" 
Prosser's record of 57,580 lbs for 1885 

- Kerr informed in 1872 that whitefish went to U.S. side of U.S., into 
Detroit River to spawn; on their return to L. Erie they swim past or 
through Pigeon Bay 

- too many pounds in Essex Division (37, plus 14 at Pelee Island), 
prices poor 

Page 658: 

- instructions from Ottawa to have fishway built at Progreston, in 
12 Mile Creek (Mr. William Campbell's dam) 

February 9, 1886: 

- seine hauling grounds at Niagara need rest, some not being rented out 

February 10, 1886: 

- spearing in B. Bay very poor 



February .12, 1886: 

- sawdust never injured speckled trout in 12 Mile Creek 
February 13, 1886: 

- permission granted previous spring to B. Bay farmers to catch a 
few pike in their own islets 

record of license issued ($50.) to fish gill nets in L. Superior 
('84, '85) around Slate Islands 

February 12, 1886: 

- Mr. Green, Woden factory owner, 12 Mile Creek, has a 12' perpendicular, 
120 yd long dam upstream from Campbell's mill dam 

- wood work of Campbell's dam 4' deep, laid across 12 Mile Creek falls, on 
rock bed, with a _J_ face of 12' rock 

February 15, 1886: 

- no close season for pike, the more killed the better 
February 22, 1886: 

- granting of boat license to fish pike gill nets in Frenchman's Bay 
etc. ($10.) 

February 21, 1886: 

- spawning time for bass, muskie regulated by full moon 

- seen bass full of spawn in July 
February 22, 1886: 

- close season for bass now flay 15-June 15 
February 27, 1886: 

- B. Bay is public and navigable, except islets and marshes on 
south side (owned by farmers) 

February 28, 1886: 

- no more pound net fishing allowed at Long Point because bass, etc. on 
decrease 

Page 701: licenses issued to spear for bass, herring, pike in B. Bay, 
until April 14, 1886 

Page 703: Elgin Division: names of pound net fishermen, locality of pound(s) 
no of pounds applied for and recommended, 1886 

March 1, 1886: 

- Kerr recommends 33 pound nets be licensed to fish in Elgin Division 

- no pound net fishing permitted during whitefish close season 

- gill nets prohibited during s. trout, whitefish close season 

- recommendations (personal) for pound net licenses 

McBride has warehouse being converted into freezer, at St. Thomas, 
can hold 100 tons fish, presently 600 tons ice in freezer 

- license fee $50/pound net at Pt. Burwell 
March 3, 1886: 

- Picton, Nova Scotia man has pond or small lake, suitable for breeding 
carp, asks Kerr for permission to have a few hundred eggs 

February 20, 1886: 

Killarney fishermen complaining fish season too short and governments 
collect too much money from them 



March 2, 1886: 

- Kerr advises Campbell to fix mill so as to avoid dumping sawdust 
in 12 Mile Creek 


Page 716: "List of Persons who have paid $1 each for the privilege of 

spearing herring, bass, pike, etc. in B. Bay and Dundas March, between 
November 22 1884 and April 15 1885." (76 names, etc.) 

Page 719: see above, "... between Nov. 22, 1885 and April 15, 1886." (27 names, 

March 4, 1886: 

- spearing not permitted in parts of the Bay set aside for propagation of 
fish, nor in inlets 

- no net fishing permitted other than farmers permitted to gill pike 
in their proper inlets 

- spearing in B. Bay and Dundas Marsh failure, freezing set in immediately 

after a severe rainstorm. Bay water muddy, impossible to see, spear fish 

- 55 fish houses on ice of B. Bay one day, Kerr ordered them taken away 

as spearing was a failure 

March 5, 1886: 

- Long Point Co. pays $100/year license fee for 200 sq. miles fishery 
March 8, 1886: 

- application for license tot fish legal whitefish seine, herring seine 
in Niagara River, etc. ($15.) 

- application for license to fish 2 single pot pound nets in Moulton Bay, 

L. Erie, etc.($50.) 


application for boat license to fish 3000 yds herring gill net 
(3%" ex. m.) in L. Erie, etc. ($15.) 


March 7, 1886: 

- Kerr "got a monster white fish 18% lbs" last year 


March 10, 1886: 

- dynamite has been used at Long Point to catch fish 
March 11, 1886: 

- Toronto fish dealer went to B.C. to purchase car load of Fraser River 
salmon, will cost total $600, land in Toronto in April 

- best whitefish in Canada found in Lake Neipagan off L. Superior, they 
have whitebacks ... whitefish around Kerr are blue and green backs 


March 11, 1886: 

- 134 poundnets in L. 

and Ridgeway 


Erie between Colchester Pt. 
No.pound nets 


Essex 

37 

Pelee Island 

14 

Kent 

22 

Elgin 

34 

Norfolk 

22 

Haldimand 

5 


(including Pelee Island) 



March 14, 1886: 

- Kerr predicts 150 pound net license applications this year (in L. Erie) 

Elgin Division 86 applications to date, of which Kerr recommends 38 

March 12, 1886: 

- application for license to fish(2)200 yd seine, (2) 75 yd gill nets ($10.) 
(at Low Banks) 

March 11, 1886: 

- three Hamilton gun clubs petition for control of Dundas March 
March 15, 1886: 

- Wentworth County 12 Mile Creek much smaller than Halton County 12 Mile Creel 

- Wra. and S.S. Allan plan to fish for whitefish, trout, sturgeon with 
6 miles of nets, near Pt. Ryersee 

March 19, 1886: 

Nobles shipping fresh, frozen whitefish from Killarney 
Page 746: application for licenses 

- (1) Boat license to fish trout gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(2) to fish a seine in Niagara River, etc. ($20.) 

(3) Boat license to fish pike gill nets ($8.) 

Page 747: details of page 746 

- salmon trout gill nets 5 * 2 " and 6" mesh 
March 17, 1886: 

- sturgeon, blue pickerel, herring, coarse fish numerous 1^ miles east, 
west of mouth of Grand River in L. Erie 

- whitefish can be caught on Tecumsah Reef, 5 mi. from shore, with gill nets 
Page 750: application for seine license to fish in Niagara River, etc. ($20.) 
March 19, 1886: 

- 24,230 lbs bass caught previous season between Colchester, Essex and 
Wheatley, Kent. 

- pike caught during this season can be eaten 
March 22, 1886: 

- license granted to fish one whitefish seine (4" ext.) and one herring seine 

- license granted to fish 2 single pound nets in Moulton Bay, etc. 

- license granted to fish 300 yds (3" ex. m. ) herring gill net in L. Erie 

- location given of Smith'sand Wendell’s Bays 

- good driving ground in Smith’s Bay 
March 21, 1886: 

- catch of whitefish in Essex division apparently higher than previous year 

- fishermen "redoubled" their exertions to catch more fish in early part of 
the year because of full month close season 

during early part of year, pound nets fished on smooth, sandy bottoms 
caught good many whitefish (1885) 

- in fall, whitefish don't frequent same grounds as earlier in year, 
but were found in reefs, near rocks 




March 26, 186: 

- most of the 35 pound nets fished in Essex County are owned or controlled 
by Americans 

- bass fishing splendid on shores of Pelee Island 

- receipt of licenses issued, from Ottawa, to fish pound nets in L. Erie, etc 
March 27, 1886: 

- thousands of pike will be shot as seen as they begin to "run" in 
upcoming spring 

Ottawa forbids farmers to fish pike on their own property 
March 28, 1886: 

- Kerr expects pound net fishermen to fall behind, present year 
Page 777: Memo of pound nets issued in Elgin Division, L. Erie, 1886 
March 30, 1886: 

- water high at Nanticoke Creek 

- about a bag full of suckers and redfin mullet caught there, below 
Mr. Widerick's dam 

- very scarce 

March 30, 1886: application for license to fish three pound nets (80 rod leads) 
in L. Erie, etc. ($50. each) 

- Allan told Kerr he freed 800 trout from a pound net previous November, 
in Colpoy's Bay (in G. Bay) that had already spawned, retaining 1600 
that hadn't spawned 

- Allan supplied Wilmot with caviar and isinglass for the London exhibition 
March 31, 1886: 

- water in 12 Mile Creek raised within 18" of the limit of the dam 

- L. Huron fishermen never observe close season 

- application for licenses 

(1) boat license to fish 800 yds (3" mesh) herring gill nets in 
L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish a common seine (450 yds) in L. Ont., etc. and to fish 300 yds 
(3V mesh) herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(3) (same as previous year) 

(4) to fish 250 yd seine in Moulton Bay etc., and 300 yds (3V mesh) 
herring gill nets ($10.) 

(5) (same as previous year) 

(6) boat license to fish 800 yds (3-i," mesh) herring gill net in L. Erie, 
etc. ($5.) 

Page 787: travel log and expenses for Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1886 

Page 790: Essex Division: names of pound net fishermen, residence, locality 
of pounds, no. of pounds, no. of pounds recommended to be granted 



April 14, 1886: 

- so far only 32 pounds licensed in Elgin Division, as opposed 
to 36 previous year 

April 6, 1886: correction on details of fishing license 

- in L. Erie, Huron, Ontario and Georgian Bay whitefish are known as 
"Blue" and "Green Backs" - in L. Superior the best whitefish known 
as "White Backs" 

- violent storm in Hamilton (snow ... 4") 

- only 12 pound nets in Kent Division present year 

- bass close season better as whole month of June 

- snow depth reached 12" 

April 9, 1886: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 150 yd seine in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(2) boat license to fish 5000 yds trout and herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(3) (12) to spear in B. Bay (Nov. 22 1885 to April 14 1886) ($1.) 

- Niagara fishermen sustained losses and damages due to recent snowstorms 
April 11, 1886: 

- Kerr learns Long Point Co. intends to make a nursery and preserve the 
fishery around L. Point for angling purposes only 

- shooting pike successful in B. Bay and marshes, previous week, 
good, large fish 

- pike shooting extensively carried on in Dundas Marsh 

Pages 813-815: licenses granted by Ottawa, sent to fishermen via Kerr 
April 14, 1886: 

- considerable damage done to B. Beach by violent storm, flooding, etc.(details) 
April 18, 1886: 

- Black Creek is private property 

- no nets in B. Bay last year, nor this year, by order 
April 17, 1886: 

thousands of pike shot all over marshes of B. Bay and in Dundas Marsh 

- application for licenses 

(1) to fish (4) pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 

(2) " " (4) " " " " " " ($200.) 

April 18, 1886: 

- seizure of about 1000 yds pike gill net in B. Bay (30 yds contained 
4 speckled bass in Harris' inlet) 



April 19, 1886: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 5000 yds (6%", 7" mesh) trout gill net in L. Ont., and 
2500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. ($15.) 

(2) to fish 5700 yds (6V, 7" mesh) s. trout and herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

(3) boat license to fish 6800 yds trout gill nets (same mesh), 

and herring and whitefish (5", 5-s" mesh) gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

(4) boat license to fish 4000 yds trout gill nets (6V, 7" mesh) 

and herring gill nets (3b;" mesh) ($5.) (in L. Ont., etc.) 

April 19, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a machine in the Niagara River, etc. ($10.) 

(2) boat license to fish 2500 yds whitefish (5" mesh) and 1500 yds 
(3%" mesh) herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(3) (4) same 

(5) boat license to fish 2400 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(6) boat license to fish 3000 yds whitefish, 2000 yds herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(7) boat license to fish 2000 yds whitefish gill nets and 1500 yds herring 
gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

April 19, 1886: application for licenses: 

^ (1) to fish 250 yd seine at Niagara ($15.) 

(2) to fish seine at Two Mile Pond ($15.) 

%» 

\' (3) to fish 280 yds whitefish seine at Niagara ($15.) 

(4) same 

(5) seine (same as previous year) ($10.) 

April 19, 1886: 

Black Creek has bass, pickerel, muskie, codfish, sunfish 
April 20, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to spear pike, bass, herring in B. Bay (8) ($l.each) 

(2) boat license to fish 1500 yds herring gill nets in the public 
waters of L. Ont. ($5.) 

(3) boat license to fish 600 yds pike gill net in L. Ont., for pike, 
herring and frostfish ($10.) 

April 20, 1886: 

- at least 10,000 pike shot 

- about 1000 escape wounded, die and pollute B. Bay 

"contaminated already by the filthy sewage running into it" from Hamilton 


pike should be angled for and netted, not shot 

more pike entered B. Bay from L. Ont. than in many years 

people have shot 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 80 and 100/day as "sport" 



April 20, 1886: 

- fish dealer returned from B.C. with Fraser salmon 
April 21, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 300 yd whitefish seine in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

(3) to fish seine in L. Erie, etc. ($8.) 

April 24, 1886: application for license to fish (2) single pot pounds 
in L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 

Page 844: licenses sent out 

April 25, 1886: 

- previous Thursday one million whitefish fry placed in B. Bay 
April 29, 1886: application for licenses 

(1) balance payment (to fish (4) pounds in L. Erie) 

(2) to fish 3 single pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($150.) 

(3) to fish 5 single pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($250.) 

(4) to fish 6000 yds trout, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc., and to 

fish a sucker seine (150 yds) in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

(5) boat license to fish 100 yds herring gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($2.) 

April 29, 1886: 

- recommendation for license to fish two single pound nets in L. Erie, 
etc. ($100.) 

April 29, 1886: 

- Lakes Erie and Ont. very high present year 
Page 860: licenses granted, sent out 

April 30, 1886: 

- one fisherman at Niagara has license to fish all nets 

- hauling difficult because of all gill nets being fished 

- one haul caught only a few gill nets 

Hay 1, 1886: application for license to fish a "Fike" net 
May 4, 1886: 

- fishermen at Niagara greatly demoralized presently from what they 
were a few years previously ... gill net fishermen fishing on seine 
hauling grounds in order to catch something, seine haulers pay three times as 
much as gill netters for licenses 

- gill nets not to be fished within 2 miles of any seining ground 

- as soon as whitefish appeared on seine hauling grounds at the Old Fort 
gill nets were to be moved out to the legal 2 mile limit 

- whitefish appeared on the 3rd (May) - 40 to 50 caught by seine haulers 
May 5, 1886: 

record of seizure made of 900 yds of herring gill nets in L. Ont., 
containing about lh barrels herring, perch, a few pickerel 



May 5, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish (3) single pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($150.) 

(2) to fish (5) single pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($250.) 

(3) to fish (2) single pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($30.) 

(4) to fish 1800 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($5.00) 

May 6, 1886: 

- previous fall angling carried on extensively in the Saugeen River at 
Paisley and Walkerton, owing to the fishway built at Gordon's Mill, 

Chippawa Hill 

- sufficient no. of seine nets, gill nets, being fished in L. Erie between 
Clear creek and Long Point at present 

- fishing in front of Big Marsh carried on in excess 

May 5, 1886: application for license to fish (4) single pound nets in 
L. Erie, etc. ($200.) 

May 7, 1886: 

- several parties netting bass at Collingwood, their nets stretched 
across two bays where the bass go to spawn 

May 10, 1886: 

- Saltfleet farmer in habit of wading into Big Creek, catching 200 suckers 

- suckers run up Big Creek to spawn 
May 9, 1886: 

- suckers caught in Dundas creek, Lyon's Creek, Applegarth's Creek, 

12 and 16 Mile Creeks, Credit and Mimico Rivers, Humber and Highland 
Creeks, South shore of L. Ont., at Big Creek, Stoney Creek, the 
50, 40, 30, 20, 16, 15, 12, 10, 8, 6 and 4 Mile Creeks by farmers 
in the spring. 

May 11, 1886: 

- previous Sunday Kerr seized 1000 yds pike gill net in B. Bay 

- Saltfleet farmers caught 200-300 suckers in private creek 
May 11, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 6600 yds s. trout, whitefish, herring gill 
nets in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

(2) boat license to fish 1500 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(3) boat license to fish 3800 yds salmon trout, whitefish, herring 

gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(4) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(5) boat license to fish 3300 yds whitefish, herring gill nets in 

L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 



May 11, 1886: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 1000 yds herring, whitefish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 800 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(3) to fish 2200 yds salmon trout, herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. (fre 
May 11, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 600 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(2) boat license to fish 1000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. (5.) 

(3) boat license to fish 800 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(4) to fish whitefish seine 400 yds in L. Ont., etc. and 300 yds herring 
gill nets in L. Ont., upcoming fall. ($10.) 

(5) to fish whitefish seine in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) and boat license to 
fish 2000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

May 12, 1886: application for license to fish 5000 yds herring, sturgeon, 
whitefish gill nets in L. Erie ($15.) 

May 12, 1886: application for license to fish (2) single pot pounds in 
L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 

May 13, 1886: 

- another reference to "Fike" net 

May 15, 1886: application for license to fish (2) single pound nets in 
L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 

May 18, 1886: 

- "Notice to Gill Net Fishermen at Niagara!" regarding their habit of 
going out to fish sturgeon hooks and lines in U.S. waters ... must 
be stopped. 

May 19, 1886: 

- small seine called "trammel net" 

- trammel net caught bass, pickerel, catfish and perch in Black Creek 
May 20, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish (2) single pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 

(2) boat license already received ($5.) 

(3) same as previous year 

(4) to fish a "Fyke" net in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

May 20, 1886: 

- gill nets under 4^" ex. meas. permitted in U.W. waters 

- gill nets not allowed to be fished within 3 miles of U.S. share of L. Ont. 
May 24, 1886: 

- a piece of pigeon trap net, 9' long, 6 r wide used in catching 
200 suckers in Big Creek 

May 27, 1886: application for license to fish 1000 yds (3" mesh) herring gill 
nets, 1000 yds (11^" mesh) sturgeon gill nets, 900 yds (5" mesh ex. m.) 
whitefish gill net in L. Erie, etc. ($10.) 



May 27, 1886: 

- Wm. Campbell summonsed for allowing sawdust from his mill into 
12 Mile Creek (frequented by speckled trout, etc.) 

- description of inside working mill 
May 29, 1886: 

- whitefish caught by seine fishing on B. Beach during past 3 weeks, 
at intervals of 3 days in each week as weather permitted 

- possible whitefish fry placed in L. Ont. from hatcheries of Newcastle 
and Sandwich 

- whitefish travel from Niagara to B. Beach - north 

- Kerr sees limiting whitefish seining to every 3 days to allow small 
fish to grow larger for following year 

June 2, 1886: 

- gill nets set in Toronto and Ashbridges Bays 

- application for seine hauling license for L. Erie, etc. ($8.) 

June 4, 1886: 

- increase of suckers (caught yearly in wagon loads) during spring 
55,000 speckled trout not yet placed in 12 Mile Creek from Newcastle 

June 4, 1886: application for 2 licenses: 

(1) to seine on B. Beach ($10.) 

(2) boat license to seine in L. Ont. ($10.) 

June 4, 1886: 

- six dams below, six above Campbell's saw mill dam on 12 Mile Creek 
June 6, 1886: 

- some gill net fishing carried on in L. Erie - Long Point on south side 

- man catching whitefish in L. Erie, in front of Big Marsh with a 
herring seine and a small centre 

- nice selection of whitefish made their appearance on B. Beach, 
handsome fish 

June 9, 1886: application for license to fish 120 yds whitefish seine in 
L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

June 9, 1886: 

- old Georgian Bay fisherman wants Ottawa to limit the quantity of 

s. trout and whitefish gill nets fished by each boat in G. Bay 

- about 400 miles gill nets fished there present year 

- too many fish caught to be profitable, loss extensive 

- 45 boats fishing 9 miles out from Killarney (10 too many) 

June 11, 1886: 

(7) pound nets fished in L. Erie at Port Bruce in 1884 

- (36) pounds licensed in Elgin in 1885 

- (37) pounds licensed in Elgin in 1886 

June 13, 1886: 

- Kerr recommends no more pounds for Pt. Bruce, in order to curtail 
the no. of pounds 



June 14, 1886: 

- warehouse containing freezers with 100 tons of fish burnt down 
(Pt. Burwell) 

- new freezer will be an improvement and help save Pt. Burwell's annual catch 
June 15, 1886: 

application for licenses to fish seines in L. Erie 

June 19, 1886: application for licenses to fish (4) single pound nets in 
L. Erie ($50. each) 

June 21, 1886: 

- (39) pounds licensed to fish in Elgin in 1886 

- (4) " " " " " " " Houghton 

fish landed at Pt. Burwell 

- warning as to crowding sturgeon in pens in Catfish Creek - Kerr hears 
12/day die because of overcrowding somewhere on L. Erie 

June 20, 1886: 

- U.S. "Scotts" fishing sturgeon hooks and nets at Queensboro 
June 22, 1886: 

- particulars of a fine imposed on Wm. Campbell for allowing sawdust 
into 12 Mile Creek (at Progreston) 

- Kerr swears it was not Campbell's sawdust 
June 25, 1886: 

- brand new tug ($2000) caught fire 

- mention of "teaming fish to Aylmer" 

- new 80 ton capacity freezers built in Pt. Burwell where old one burnt down 

- Pt. Burwell fishermen getting 3c/lb for sturgeon (dressed) 

- 3 tons sturgeon (heads and tails cut off) sold at Clear Creek to 
"Cleveland" tug for 2<?/lb 

- 12 pounds fished at Pt. Burwell doing fine 
June 25, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish in L. Ont., ($5.) 

(2) to fish (2) pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($30.) 

June 26, 1886: 

- large quantities of small whitefish have been caught in pound nets in 
Elgin Div. of L. Erie, sold amongst herring to fish pedlars 

June 27, 1886: 

large catch of fish in Georgian Bay present season 

- markets overstocked 

- dressed L. Erie sturgeon selling for 3c/lb 

- caviar, isinglass have good price 

- (43) pound nets in Elgin County presently in L. Erie 



June 29, 1886: application for license to fish (3) single pounds in 
L. Erie, etc- ($150.) 

June 30, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish one pound net in L. Erie 

(2) balance payment 

(3) boat license to fish 500 yds herring gill net in L. Erie ($5.) 

Page 991: Kerr's travel log and expenses, April 1 to June 30, 1886 
July 5, 1886: 

- fisherman denied pound net license for location too near mouth of the harboi 
July 5, 1886: 

- application for license to fish 500 yd whitefish seine, 3000 yds herring 
gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(2) to fish 250 yd seine in L. Ont. ($5.) 

(3) same as previous year 

(A) to fish 120 yd seine in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

July 7, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish gill nets in Moulton Bay, L. Erie ($10.) 

(2) boat license same as previous year 

(3) boat license to fish 50 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($1.) 

July 10, 1886: application for license to fish a pound net in L. Erie 

July 10, 1886: 

- report that no proper fishway exists in any dams in Grand River, 
between Galt and L. Erie 

(inside front cover)... Apr. 13, 1877 - report of herring caught in B. Bay on 

Nov. 27, seizure of a grapple, spear, piece of herring gill net and herrings 

- mention that pike gill nets in future should be 4V' ex. measure 

- rough pencilled notes 

- ... July 27, 1877 - pike and bass caught in B. Bay impregnated with 
coal oil (since then tanks have been built to store oil) 

- ... Aug. 20, 1877 - speckled trout very numerous in upper creeks and 
lakes of Alton, Orangeville, Erin Village, Townships of Nona, East 
Farassaxa, Erin, Caledon, which form the head waters of Credit River 

- Islands Lake forms principal branch of Credit, unites with greater branch 
running from the Caledon or Shaw's Lake, before reaching the cataract of 
the Credit, at Church's Mill 

- "the Great Speckled Trout Repository in Caledon" 

- "the Nottawa Creek rises into Nono, becomes waters of Nottawasago River 
after it enters the township of that name, before it enters the N.S. Bay, 
there it is the townships of Amaranth and Luther in which the principal 
sources of the Grand River rises, which runs into L. Erie at Pt. Maitland, 
nigh into Orangeville ... township of Albion in which the Humber rises" are al 
abounding with speckled trout. 



"The Fishways" - 8 dams and their prospective locations 

no s. trout or trout nor any other fisli known to ever go up above, 
from below the cataract at Churches Falls 

.. Sept. 14, 1877 - report of Dundas Gas Light Co. pumping many gallons 
of gas water out of a tank, into Mordons Creek, great quantities of dead 
fish found soon afterwards in Desjardins Canal and B. Bay (into which 
Creek empties itself). 

poisonous waste contained ammonia 

Mordon's Creek abounded with varieties of bass, pike, sunfish, eels at 
all times, herring fry of certain stages always also, herring in Nov. 

ammonia destroys vegetable and animal life, grass burnt, ducks and fish 
killed, fish found floating in D. March, B. Bay as well 

pollution in Morans Creek 

(1) sulphuric acid, creosote, dye stuffs, etc. from the 

cotton and wooden factory 

(2) ammonia from the Gas Light Works 

(3) lime from Parmenter’s Glue Works 

(4) sulphuric acid, lime, chlorate of lime, dye stuffs etc. from 
the paper mill 

large quantities of lime let flow from tannery at Dundas into M. Creek 
Kerr's suggestions to individual polluters 

M. Creek, Desjardins Canal, B. Bay abounding with fish otherwise 

... Sept. 15, 1877 - Kerr reports finding lime covering stones at the 
bottom of the small creek running from the tannery to Mordon's Creek 

... October 22, 1877 - no salmon reported in Lynd's Creek previous fall 

no salmon in Duffin's Creek, none spotted in rapids or on spawning 
beds ... water low 

Kerr discovered salmon in D. Creek long before Wilmot put 160,000 s. fry ther< 

unless all salmon have been caught in pound nets in L. Ont., some 
should appear in D. Creek present week 

last season first salmon in on Oct. 16 

... Oct. 24, 1877 - spearing for herring in open water of B. Bay and 
Dundas Marsh from Nov. 10-Dec. 15, and spearing for pike, etc. from 
Jan. 1-March 31: license fee ($1.) 

recommends pike only spearing be extended to Apr. 20 

spearing extends all over B. Bay and D. March including inlets 
except Kerr's Pond. 


End Volume 13 



Book No. 14 


July 19, 1886: 

- unnecessary to build fishway in Campbell's dam on 12 Mile Creek, 

as speckled trout and suckers would only run into a dead end 150 yds 
upstream at Mr. Green's dam 

July 19, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a seine in N. River and L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(2) boat license to fish in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(3) boat license to fish 500 yds (3V mesh) herring gill net 
in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

August 2, 1886: 

- Kerr asks permission to procure live fish specimen for the Industrial 
Exhibition, Toronto (Sept.); e.g. sturgeon, pickerel, broad mullet, 
white bass, speckled bass, sunfish, mixed variety of other fishes in 
L. Erie, from Pt. Dover pound nets 

August 6, 1886: application for a boat license to fish 3000 yds herring gill 
net in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

August 7, 1886: application for boat licenses: 

(1) payment for that already received 

(2) to fish 100 yds herring gill net (3-2" mesh) in L. Ont., etc. ($1.) 
August 13, 1886: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(2) to fish 3000 yds herring gill nets (3*2" mesh) in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 
August 14, 1886: 

I - fishing is failure due to the discharge of various kinds of filth from a 
large main sewer in Buffalo into the Niagara River, polluting the waters 

August 15, 1886: 

- 30 pleasure steamers in Toronto 

- hot, dry weather,, damaging crops 
August 20, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 1000 yds herring gill nets (3" ex.) in L. Ont., 
etc. ($15.) 

(2) seine same as previous year 

August 21, 1886: application for boat license to fish 5000 yds s. trout, 
herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($15.) 

August 25, 1886: application for license to fish 3 pound nets in Koskawney 
Bay (near Detroit) 

August 26, 1886: 

- Kerr asks Toronto fish dealer for a Fraser River salmon, 6-10 lbs 


August 29, 1886: 

- report of Kerr's visits to various sawmills on Credit River: 

Norval, Huttonville, Churchville, Meadowville, Streetsville, 
east of Meadowville, Springfield 

August 27, 1886: 

- pound nets prohibited in Koskawney Bay 
August 30, 1886: 

description of Nanticoke Creek surroundings 

- fishway required in the dam of said creek at village of Nanticoke 

- stream at Rockford had numerous suckers, mullets (now "redfins"), pike, 
pickerel, perch, bass, etc., but several years later a large extensive 
catch was made at the small falls (to the extent that fish were used as 
manure and hog-food), fish vanished for years 

September 3, 1886: 

- Kerr sent Ottawa 3 whitefish, small trout 
the only whitefish caught so far 

fisherman caught 22 large trout in 6" mesh gill net 
September 7, 1886: application for licenses 

(1) to fish in L. Ont. - already received ($10.) 
to fish in L. Ont. " " ($5.) 

- boat license to fish 800 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- boat license to fish 500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($6.) 

September 10, 1886: 

- summer excessively hot 

- sturgeon catch in L. Erie extensive "sometimes enormous" 

- not unusual to see 900 penned sturgeon 

- some sturgeon sold at 8p/lb 

- no pound nets in Kerr's L. Ont. division, only 5 gill netters fishing 
for whitefish, trout 

- chief fishing carried on for ciscos, herring, sturgeon 
September 18, 1886: 

- Owen Sound fishermen want whitefish, trout close season from Nov. 10-30. 
September 11, 1886: application for (2) boat licenses to fish gill nets in L.Ont. 
September 12, 1886: 

- license granted to fish 120 yd whitefish seine in L. Ont., etc. ... 
in the case that there was no whitefish the fisherman could fish a 
herring seine for herring and rough fish 

September 20, 1886: 

- Leslieville man caught some shad in a seine in L. Ont. earlier that year 

- gill netting carried on illegally in Ashbridge and Toronto Bays spring & fall 

- gill net fishing (except for ciscos and herring) will soon end for 
present season 



September 20, 1886: 

- Grand River pound net fishermen (15) have already submitted their 
applications for licenses to Kerr for following year 

- cool weather at Ridgeway, L. Erie (storms, etc.) 

- no fish of any kind in Hamilton Market previous Friday 

- very dry season 

September 22, 1886: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 150 yds (3V) herring gill net in L. Erie ($1.) 

(2) to fish 300 yds (3h") herring gill net in L. Erie ($5.) 

(3) to fish 200 yds (3h") herring gill net in L. Erie ($2.) 

Page 79: travel log and expenses, June 28-Sept. 21, 1886 
October 1, 1886: application for boat licenses: 


(1) 

to 

fish 

in 

L. Erie (already received) 

($5.) 

(2) 

tv 

Vt 

tt 

VI tt IV 

vv 

($2.) 

(3) 

to 

fish 

tv 

tv IV IV 

vv 

($2.) 

(4) 

If 

It 

it 

L. Ontario " 

vv 

($5.) 

(5) 

tv 

Vt 

VI 

It IV VI 

VI 

($5.) 

(6) 

to 

fish 

150 yds herring gill 

nets in 

L. Ont 


October 5, 1886: 

- Buffalonians deposit rubbish opposite Ft. Erie, Canadian side of 
Niagara River, destroying Canadian fisheries 

- "objectionable stuff from Priveys" 

eye witness report of Buffalo tug dumping excrement 

- Buffalo people use Niagara River water therefore dump on Canadian side 

- pipe leads from pumping house to a crib in N. River, about 3000 yds 
from U.S. shore "in pure water" 

- if garbage dumped near crib it would be unsuitable, unfit for domestic use 

- large trunk sewer recently been built under City of Buffalo, under 
Harbour and Erie Canal, very large ("capable of admitting a team and a 
load of hay inside of it...", runs all under Buffalo and empties about 
60 yds up N. River from Buffalo's ferry landing (starts at Ft. Erie)) 

- all minor sewers run into Trunk Sewer, which deposits everything in N. River 
(Buffalo side) close to Erie Canal riverbank 

- tug, barges, employed daily (except in winter) to carry excrement of water 
closets, etc. of Buffalo and dump it in N. River, sometimes below the 
International Railway Bridge at Victoria 

- pollutes water, floats on fisherman's seining ground 



October 5, 1886: 

- N. River runs very rapidly in front of Fort Erie and Buffalo (6+m/hr), 
eddies in many parts that run back upstream in several places for 
several yards where fish are often caught by hauling seine upstream 

- usual (right way) trawling done downstream 

- Kerr suggests a space sufficient in the River, below waterworks crib 
on U.S. side, to dump stuff 

- U.S. officials don't want to dump stuff on U.S. side due to.effects it 
will have on water used for domestic use 

- trunk sewer dumps filth of all kinds in N. River 


October 12, 1886: 

- no fixed size mesh established for nets catching herring, ciscos. 



variety of sizes of gill net mesh used at Niagara, Pt. Dalhousie, 
Winona, Pt. Credit, the Humber, Toronto Island, B. Beach, Bronte 


down as low as 1.3/8" mesh ext. measure, too small for marketable 
herring, ciscos 


Grimsby, 


- Kerr established gill nets at fixed sizes of 3%", 3", 2.3/4", 2h" mesh 
ext. measure everywhere except for B. Beach and Bronte 


- fishing (for these fish) extensively carried on at B. Beach and Bronte 
with nets (as small as 1.3/8" mesh ext. measure) 


Kerr recommends no gill nets under 2h" mesh ext. m. be permitted to 
fish in Hamilton District 


October 14, 1886: application for (7) licenses: 

to fish 2 boats containing 6000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

ii ii ii i» n ii it ti it ii ii ii ii ii ($10 ) 

and (3) to fish 2 boats and 4000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- reference to storm of previous April 5, 6 sweeping 29/30 shanties off 
Beach at Bronte, 175 reels for drying nets, and sundries 

- beach nearly all swept away by force of the waves into 12 Mile Creek 

- Lighthouse, parts of pier and harbour swept away 
October 14, 1886: 

- application for (8) licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont 
100-200yds ($1. each) 

October 15, 1886: 

speckled trout angling only method of catching them in Prov. of Ontario 

- application for (5) licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 
(100-600 yds) 

October 21, 1886: 

fishing so poor at Niagara some fishermen went over to L. Erie, 
beyond Buffalo, to fish 



October 18, 1886: 

- storm of the 14th cleared out Eagle, L. Erie fishermen, nets torn, 
stakes gone 

- very few nets to go out on L. Erie shore, due to worst storm ever 
seen on north shore of L. Erie 

- Township of Aldboro, Elgin County 

October 20, 1886: application for licenses - (2 already received) 

(3) to fish 300 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($3.) 

October 21, 1886: 

- Pt. Stanley also hit by severe storm 

- large quantity of herring, ciscos caught in L. Ont. on Sunday 
(therefore illegal) 

October 25, 1886: 

- application for permission to catch speckled trout in a private West 
Flamboro creek in order to stock ponds at Millgrove 

- Dept, has no objections 
October 24, 1886: 

- Kerr requests 2 half barrels of best red trout from Killarney overseer 

- change made in limits of the 2 divisions on L. Huron 
October 23, 1886: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 6000 yds cisco and herring nets in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(2) to fish 150 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($1.) 

October 24, 1886: 

- Niagara River got good cleaning out during recent storm 
October 27, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license already received ($5.) 

(2) " " " " ($4.) 

(3) to fish 2 machines in Niagara River, etc. ($20.) 

October 27, 1886: 

- intention of L. Huron fishermen to fish for trout, whitefish in G. Bay 
and L. Huron during close season (November 1-30) 

- fishing islands and Tobermory are sites for frequent illegal fishing 
October 28, 1886: 

- no pound net being fished from the west end of L. Erie (Colchester Point) 
to Moulton Bay due to storm damage 

- close season for bass being changed 

bass very numerous in L. Erie fronting on Essex 

- herring very numerous in Essex 



November 4, 1886: 

- Killarney fisherman claimed to have license to fisli for trout, whitefish, 
bass in Penage Lake and the smaller lakes back from the head of Collin's in 

November 2, 1886: 

- Killarney report: 40 boats presently fishing, some at the Bustard's Islands 
rest at Bad River (5 mi. east of Crumbling Point) 

November 12, 1886: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 1000 yds (3.1/8" mesh) herring gill nets, and 
100 yds (5 j 2" mesh) whitefish gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(2) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill nets (3h" , 2h" mesh) in 
L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(3) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill nets (3V mesh) in L. Erie, 
etc. ($5.) 

(4) boat license to fish 1200 yds (3.3/4" mesh) herring gill nets in 
L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

November 13, 1886: 

- spearing for herring in B. Bay commencing Nov. 20 

- spearing for bass and pike in B. Bay commencing as soon as ice formed 

- all spearing ends April 15, 1887 

Pages 170-175 inc.: report of damage done as result of the 75 m/hr winds, etc. 
of the storm in(l) Clear Creek, township of Houghton, (2) Houghton Centre, 

(3) Pt. Burwell, township of Bayham, east and west, (4) Pt. Bruce, township 
of Malahide, east and west, (5) Dexter Side Line, township of Malahide 
and Yarmouth, (6) Pt. Stanley, (7) Tyrconnel, township of Dunwich, 

(8) Eagle, township of Aldborough, (9) New Glasgow, township of Aldborough. 

November 14, 1886: 

- freezers on L. Erie at Pt. Dover freeze whitefish during close season 

- fishermen (gill net) will fish gill nets illegally in Wardells Bay, 

L. Erie, township of Rainham 

November 16, 1886: 

Kerr finds no whitefish or trout for sale in Toronto 

November 17, 1886: application for boat license to fish 2400 yds herring 
gill nets (2V, 2.3/4", 2.3/8" mesh) in L. Ont., etc. 

November 17, 1886: 

"Penace Lake" is an inland lake 

- cisco and herring fishing splendid in Hanullen district 

- ciscos at Pt. Credit 2-3 lbs plus, each 
November 18, 1886: 

- Southampton fishermen fishing during close season between whitefish islands, 

L. Huron and Tobermory, nets 4 mi. from shore, buoyed, catching trout, w'fish. 

- best red trout caught off Lyal Island, where they go to spawn 
Pages 186-187: list of personal losses due to storm 



November 19, 1886: 

- 610 lbs trout received from Southampton previous Wednesday 
Pages 191-197: 

- legal proceedings re specific incident of catching, etc. trout 
during close season 

- 8 tons salmon trout caught in Georgian Bay 

- black trout caught in G. Bay never caught at any other season of the 
year, 2nd best trout in G. Bay 

- red fin trout caught later in season, best trout in G. Bay 
November 24, 1886: 

- Kerr seized a box containing 57 lake trout caught that same day, 

Nov. 9, 1886, at Meaford 

November 29, 1886: 

- Kerr seized 8 tons of trout in Meaford 
December 3, 1886: 

- application for (3) boat licenses to fish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5. 

- application to fish a small seine in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

- one ton salmon trout seized by Owen Sound Overseer 
Page 211: 

- gill nets (4V, 4.3/4", 4.7/8" mesh) are more numerous than ever 

- suggestion made to reduce close season to 15 days, enlarge legal net 
mesh size to 5" ext. measure 

- 25 boats reported illegally fishing about Nov.16 up B. Bay/Killarney 
fishing carried on to excess 

- one fisherman fished 18 miles gill nets, sold $8000 worth of fish at 
Wiarton, caught off Chabot Head, G. Bay 

- only pike and herring may be speared in B. Bay, no bass 
December 5, 1885: 

- report of 2 refrigerator cars of s. trout shipped to Toronto fish dealer 
from Meaford fisherman during close season 

- Vails Point, G. Bay is best place to obtain ova 

- soon after Oct. 20 is proper time to obtain ova 

- close season not observed on Parry Sound side of G. Bay 

- s. trout caught on Jackfish Island during close season will all be 
salted down, shipped 

- storm in mid-Nov. worse on pound nets in L. Erie than the storm in Oct. 
December 10, 1886: 

- damage due to storm approx. $1800 at Bronte 



December 9, 1886: 

- Wilmot only procured 3 million ova compared to 12 million of previous year 

- whitefish sent to Wiarton appeared little more than "marketable" 

December 13, 1886: 

- herring and cisco fishing presently very good in L. Ontario at Bronte 

- whitefish in Hamilton fish market from McKay and Clark's freezer appeared 
to be too old (too long caught) to be good food 

- Niagara is a favourite place (resort) for summer boarders who can afford it 

recommendation by Kerr to Ottawa to grant a 9 yr lease to fishing 
grounds in N. River ($10/yr) 

Page 239: travel log and expenses, Nov. 15-Dec. 5, 1886 
December 23, 1886: 

- fish get "rusted" when in the freezer too long, must be rewashed, refrozen 
December 29, 1886: 

- application for (2) boat licenses to fish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- application for (5) licenses to spear pike and herring in B. Bay and 
Dundas Marsh until Apr. 15, 1887 

Page 256: travel log and expenses, Nov. 15-Dec. 5, 1886 

December 31, 1886: 

- Wiarton freezer being used, added to from May to November, thus a 
constant loss of fish due to freezer rust 

- fierce snowstorm all day 

Page 264: travel log and expenses, Oct. 4-Dec. 22, 1886 
January 4, 1887: 

application for license to fish a legal whitefish seine (250 yds long, 

4" centre) and a herring seine (120 yds long, 3" centre) in N. River 

Page 272: travel log and expenses, Feb. 27 - May - June - July - December, 1886 

January 6, 1887: 

- application for (15) licenses to spear herring and pike in B. Bay and 
Dundas March 

- B. Beach and Dundas Marsh fishermen object to the new rule of spearing 
(re: no bass) 

- hundreds of bass on the move underneath the fish houses at B. Bay and 
Dundas Marsh 

- Kerr asks that the "no bass" order be withdrawn 

- B. Bay, Dundas Marsh literally swarming with bass due to orders against 
spearing, close season immediately following therefore Jan.l-June 15 

no bass can be caught 

- present is only season bass are good for food (in summer they are unfit, 
filled with live worms) 


no herring speared since Nov. 13 



January 8, 1887: application to fish a machine in N. River ($10.) 

January 12, 1887: 

- applications for (17) licenses to spear pike and herring only in B. Bay 
and Dundas Marsh, except on bass beds ($1. each) 

January 14, 1887: 

- about 80 spearing houses on Bay at present 

- application for seine hauling license for Niagara River 
January .15, 1887: 

- payment for boat license to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont. ($10.), 
also for (2) spearing licenses for B. Bay, etc. ($1. each) 

January 19, 1887: 

- Long Pt. divided into 2 divisions for purposes of annual returns ... 

(1) at cottages, for spearers, (2) south side of Pt. for sturgeon 
gill netters 

- stormy weather 
January 22, 1887: 

payment for boat license to fish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

- payment for (8) spearing licenses for B. Bay, Dundas March, etc.($l. eac 
January 20, 1887: 

- report and statistics of Elgin Division, L. Erie, 1886 

- increase of $1906.74 in catch of fish over 1885, catch amounting to 
total of $38,616.92 

- all went smoothly until storm 


kinds, quantities of fish caught in Elgin Div. in 1886 


Type 

Weight (lbs) 

Price per lb 

Total 

Whitefish 

71,061 

lOp 

$7,106.10 

Herring 

627,392 

2p 

$12,547.84 

Eels 

21 

- 

1.00 

Sturgeon 

160,357 

5p 

8,017.85 

Pickerel 

421,204 

2, 3, 4p 

9,462.13 

Muskinonge 

40 

lOp 

4.00 

Bass 

500 

8p 

4.00 

Coarse fish 

9,600 

3p 

288.00 

Home Consumer 

29,650 

4p 

1,186.00 



Total: 

$38,616.92 


- Kerr predicts catch at 1/3 more if no storm 

- whitefish, s. trout close season well kept 

- scarcely any trout in Elgin Div. 

- considered entire month of Nov. too long for whitefish in Elgin, 
% month sufficient 

superior class of whitefish in L. Erie. 



Page 31 - travel log and expenses, Jan. 8-Dec. 27, 1886 

January 27, 1887: 

- St. Thomas man has a pond of spring water and a stream, wants to 
breed brook or speckled trout 

January 29, 1887: 

- past Pt. Elgin Oversee,allowed fish guts and lime from the Southampton 
tannery into Saugeen River 

- application for (7) licenses to spear herring and pike in B. Bay and 
D. Marsh from Nov. 25/86 - Apr. 15/87 ($1. each) 

- payment for boat license to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont. etc. ($5.) 

January 20, 1887: list of fines (1) fishing on Sunday, (2) catching suckers 
in a net, (3) permitting sawdust into 12 Mi. Creek, (4) illegal fishing 

February 10, 1887: 

- grocer in St. Catharines selling small pickled whitefish, this is where 
young whitefish from L. Huron near Sarnia disappeared. 

February 15, 1887: application for licenses to fish: 

(1) to fish 250 yds seine from Parkdale water works to Mimico Bridge 

(2) to fish 5000 yds herring, salmon trout gill nets from Parkdale 
water works to Pt. Credit. 

- complaint against London man catching and killing all the bass in the 20 
February 1, 1887: 

- annual returns of Hamilton Division for year 1886, between mouth of 
Grand River in L. Erie and Whitby Harbour, L. Ont. Show falling off in 
catch of some fish, partly due to stormy, destructive weather 

- whitefish, s. trout no longer frequent L. Ont. seining grounds (as they 
did 10-15 yrs. previously) 

- whitefish from G. Bay bred in Newcastle Hatchery, planted (hatched out) 

in L. Ont. "may have had something to do with this to make it a success" 

- whitefish known to keep in deep water all the time as their parent 

G. Bay fishes do. 

- pound nets no longer permitted in G. Bay 

- Kerr recommends ova for Newcastle Hatchery be procured from pound rtet 
fishermen at Pt. Stanley, L. Erie (whitefish there are a better class of fish) 

- whitefish in L. Ont. on the increase, only require to be fished for in 

the proper places, with gill nets to prove successful (signs at B. Beach, 

Grimsby) 

- many millions of whitefish, salmon, salmon trout fry planted in L. Ont. 
in past 10 years 

last year's whitefish appearance worst yet 

- gill net fishing for whitefish, salmon trout carried on only at Grimsby, 
Winona, Pt. Credit, Humber, Toronto, B. Beach. 



February 1, 1887: 

- sturgeon more lucrative to gill net fishermen than ever, more fished 
for, sought after than ever, prices profitable 

- most sturgeon caught at Niagara caught in U.S. waters 

herring and ciscos favoured fish at Niagara, Pt. Dalhousie, Clinton, 

Winona, B. Beach, Bronte, Pt. Credit, the Humber, Toronto Island, 
during past year. 

- smoked herring, ciscos always marketable during cold weather 

- no fishing for whitefish, s. trout carried on after Oct. 1/86 until 
end of year 

- no more sawdust to complain of in creeks 

- extensive fishing with "tip ups" carried on in L. Erie, out for miles 

from Buffalo in early and late 1886, when large quantities of blue pickerel, 
other fish caught daily 

- "tip up" fishing: fishermen go out onto the frozen lake with axes, 

dogs and hand sleighs. Each man cuts 2 holes in ice, using 2 lines, 

2 hooks and sinker on each line, constructs tip ups for each hole to 
which the lines are fastened. Hooks baited with minnows, catch very good. 
This angling usually done by poor Buffalonians 4 miles from Canadian shore. 

- decrease in catch, etc. of fish in Hamilton Division for 1886 

Pages 364-371: list of license payments (boat licenses, spearing, etc.) for 1886 

Pages 373-375: list of license payments for Jan. 1887 

March 18, 1887: 

- Kerr to be "Inspector" of fisheries 

March, 1887: application for license to fish 2 pound nets in L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 
March 21, 1887: 

- no salmon in 12, 16 Mile Creeks, for several years 

- application for boat license to fish 500 yds pike, herring gill nets 
in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

Page 393: 

- "Elgin Division" (list of names of pound net fishermen, residence, 
locality of pound(s), no. of pounds applied for in 1887, granted) 

March 21, 1887: 

- 43 pounds fished previous year in Elgin Div. 

- increase of (4) in 1887, therefore 47 pounds 
March 23, 1887: 

- only 3 people licensed to fish in front of township of Toronto, L. Ont. 

March 26, 1887: 

- sturgeon very numerous in front of Houghton and Walsingham as far down 
as the old cut Long Point. 

Page 413: payments for licenses, March/87 

April 1, 1887: application for licenses 

(1) to seine in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(2) to fish a single pot pound in L. Eric, etc. ($50.) 



April 6, 1887: 

long, dreary winter 

Page 426: travel log and expenses, Jan. 9-March 30, 1887 


Pages 429-432: licenses received from Ottawa 


April 7, 1887: application for boat licenses for L. Ont. 


(1) 

to 

fish 

4000 yds 

herring, s. 

trout, whitefish 

gill 

nets 

(2,3,4) 

II 

It 

II 

II 

11 II 

it ii 

II 

II 

(5) 

II 

II 

6000 

II 

II 

it 

II 

II 

(6) 

II 

It 

7000 

II 

II 


II 

II 

(7) 

II 

II 

8000 

II 

It 


II 

II 

(8,9,10,11) 
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(12) to fish 4000 yds herring gill nets ($5.) 

(13) " " 8000 " " " " ($10.) 

(14) " " 4000 " " " " ($5.) 

(15) " " 4000 " " " " ($5.) 


April 9, 1887: 

- fishing at Inner Bay of short duration in spring, due to close season 
for bass, pickerel, muskinonge, Apr. 15-June 15 

- little is done in Inner Bay until fall (after spring) due to the growth 
of reeds, bullrushes 


- seized 500 yds pike gill net in Bay 

April 9, 1887: application for (3) licenses to seine in Niagara River, etc. ($15.) 
application for (2) licenses to fish machines in N. River, etc. ($30.) 

- application for license to fish 4000 yds whitefish, herring gill nets in 
L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 


April 11, 1887: 

- previous Thursday Kerr received about 2 lb salmon caught at the mouth of 
the Welland Canal; third time in a few years salmon have been caught in 
the vicinity 

- Kerr recommends a large quantity salmon fry, whitefish fry, be planted in 
Welland Canal present season from Newcastle Hatchery 

- Welland Canal splendid place for planting fry due to its abundance of 
fresh water passing from L. Erie to L. Ont., may allow for an affinity 
between salmon and other Great Lakes fish 

- Kerr seized 600 yds pike gill nets in B. Bay 
Kerr seized 400 yds pike gill nets in B. Bay 

April 12, 1887: application for (2) boat licenses to fish 500 yds (each) 
herring and pickerel gill nets in L. Erie, etc. ($5. each) 


- application for license to fish 5 pounds in L. Erie, etc. ($100.) 
Pages 449-452, 454: licenses received from Ottawa 



April 14, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(2) to fish 300 yds herring gill nets and a common seine (150 yds long) 
in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

(3) same as previous year 

(4) to fish a small seine, 200 yds pike gill net in L. Ont., etc. ($4.) 

Page 462 (Apr. 5, 1887?): 

- Kerr applies for 500-1000 speckled trout fry to give to a Mapleton man 
to stock his pond. 

April 15, 1887: 

- the insignificant quantity of suckers caught under Widerick's Mill Dam 
(across Nanticoke Creek, Nanticoke, township of Walpole, Haldimand County) 
qualifies the building of a fishway in said dam. 

- 200 suckers total caught present year at dam location 

- description of mill dam, race. 

- sucker spawning time in Creeks doesn't exceed 3 weeks in early spring, 
not seen in creeks except in spring, return to lakes after spawning. 

- Kerr recommends a supply of pickerel fry be planted in Nanticoke Creek 
in rapids 

April 23, 1887: application for license to fish two pound nets in L. Erie, etc. 
April 21, 1887: 

- due to inability to secure a supply of sp. trout ova previous fall, 
presently impossible to supply Mapleton man with sp. trout fry for his pond. 

April 23, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a small seine (75 yds long) and 200 yds pike gill net in 
L. Ont. ($4.) 

(2) boat license to fish 300 yds pike and herring gill nets in L. Ont. etc.($ 
Page 485: payments for licenses, April '87 

April 30, 1887: application for license to fish 1200 yds whitefish, herring 
gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

April 30, 1887: 

- report on Cashmere Mill dam, description, etc. 

- contains no fishway, but a 45' apron or slide where fish have been 
repeatedly seen ascending the stream 

- four seines fished in River Thames between Cashmere Dam and Louisville 
Bridge, six dip nets, total catch so far: 

19 barrels pickerel 

57 barrels soft fish (suckers, mullets, catfish, sturgeon) 



April 30, 1887: 

- pickerel won’t swim up Thames to Cashmere if water is muddy 
no sawdust in Thames at Thamesville sawmill 

- no sawdust in Thames at Chatham sawmill 

- report on Byron Dam, formerly Hall's dam, description, etc. 

Has 25' slide, no apron, fishway condemned (not in use), Kerr says 
fishway must be built to allow fish to and from their spawning grounds 

- report on Spring Bank Dam, description, etc. 

- contains 10' apron, 50'8" fishway, description 

report on Black Friars Dam, London township, needs a fishway 

- report on "Polluting the waters of River Thames" - sewage from London 
pollutes Thames as far downstream as Spring Bank. 

- report on Plover Mills, township of Nissouri? grist and sawmills, 
description of dam, magnificent fishway, description (40'). 

- most complete, perfect fishway except for Gordon's Mill, Saugeen River, 
near Southampton. 

- report on J.D. Moore's Mill Dam, Blanchard township, near St. Mary's; 

(2) stone dams, no fishway, fishway necessary 

report on Victoria Flour Mill Dam, St. Mary's, Blanchard, fishway, 
description. 

- report on the Grist and Saw Mills at Downey, dam, fishway description, 
apron 10'. 

from Downey dam down to Spring Bank dam (45 mi.) green and rock bass are 
abundant, no other fish 

- angling for bass exclusively carried on there 

- bass all natives of Thames, natural 

- very few bass caught below Cashmere dam, pickerel and coarse fish 
caught there 

- report on pickerel and coarse fish, good many caught at Wardsville 
(6 miles up from Cashmere dam), never go farther 

- whenever water in river turns muddy or polluted, pickerel drop downstream 
return when waters clean 

- Kerr recommends large quantity of pickerel fry be planted in the rapids 
below Byron Dam yearly for 4 years 

- licensed fishermen should not be prevented from catching mullet, suckers, 
catfish, channel cat, perch and sturgeon during close season for pickerel 
bass 

- thus present fishways in dams on Thames River are too shallow, buckets 
or steps too close together (fish can't enjoy himself on way up). 

May 5, 1887: pound net licenses issued, payments. 



May 3, 1887: 

- mullet coming clown over Cashmere dam, not having spawned, as the 
water was falling 

May 14, 1887: application for licenses 

(1) to seine in N. River ($15.) 

(2) same 

(3) to fish (2) pound nets in Lake ? ($100.) 

(4) boat license to fish 300 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. ($3.) 

May 16, 1887: 

- description of Hunt's Dam, Thames River, 56' fishway 

- report on Plews Mill, township of London, fishway (30’), description 

- report on Carroll's Dam, east of Ingersol, 18' fishway, description 

- report on James Archibald's Mill and dam at Beachville, 17' fishway, 
description 

- green and rock bass, pike, mullet, suckers, catfish "numerous and 
plentiful" in south branch of River Thames 

- fishing carried on to excess in R. Thames below town of Chatham (within 
20 miles, 18-20 seines fish continually day and night). 

- gill nets set within 100 rods of Thames mouth in L. St. Clair under ice, 
catch good, many fish 

Page 530: Names of fishermen licensed to fish in certain division of River 
Thames, monetary total of fish caught/man (adds up to $3,166.) 

May 16, 1887: 

- 9 cans of whitefish fry (2,000,000) planted in L. Ont. May 3 
May 18, 1887: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 6000 yds trout, whitefish and herring gill nets in L. Ont. 
etc. ($5.) and to fish a seine (250 yds long) in L. Ont. ($5.) and a 
hoop net for catfish in Credit River ($5.) 

(2) to fish 2000 yds whitefish, trout, herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 
and a 300 yd seine in L. Ont., etc. ($10.) 

(3) to fish a seine in L. Erie ($3.) 

May 21, 1887: 

- ciscos and herring as plentiful as ever at Bronte 
May 24, 1887: 

- previous year at Niagara seine hauling grounds hauls were extremely 
slim, seining was abandoned. 

May 20, 1887: 

on May 18 Kerr saw about 25 lb muskie at mouth of Niagara River being 
sold to a fish dealer 

May 27, 1887: 

splendid rain 



fjay 30, 1887: 

applications for licenses: 

(1) to fish 75 yd seine in L. Erie, etc. ($3.) 

(2) to fish 120 yd seine in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 

Page 564: license returns. May 1887 
June 2, 1887: 

- application for licenses: 

(1) (2) (3) same as last year 

(4) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring, trout gill nets in L.Ont.etc.($f 
(5) (6) received 

June 6, 1887: application for licenses 

(1) boat license to fish 500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. etc. ($4.) 

(2) - ditto - 

(3) to fish whitefish seine (500 yds long) in L. Ont., and to fish 
1000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. (boat license) ($15.) 

(4) to fish whitefish seine (500 yds long) in L. Ont. and a boat license 
to fish 2600 yds of herring gill nets in L. Ont. etc. ($15.) 

(5) to fish whitefish seine (500 yds long) in L. Ont. and boat license 
to fish 2500 yds in L. Ont. ($15.) 

(6) boat license to fish 3300 yds whitefish and herring gill nets in 
L. Ont. etc. ($10.) 

(7) boat license to fish 3800 yds salmon trout, whitefish and herring gill 
nets in L. Ont., and seining for eels (bait) ($15.) 

(8) boat license to fish 2200 yds s. trout, herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

(9) no (9). 

(10) boat license to fish 5000 yds s. trout, herring gill nets in 
L. Ont. etc. ($5.) 

(11) - ditto) 

(12) boat license to fish 3500 yds s. trout, herring and whitefish 
gill nets in L. Ont. ($5.) 

June 6, 1887: 

a few whitefish caught at Niagara, B. Beach (L. Ont.) 

- small trout being caught in a herring gillnet at Pt. Dalhousie 
June 8, 1887: 

- catch etc. very good in Elgin Division 

- whitefish, pickerel,herring, sturgeon are plentiful 

- Pt. Stanley fishermen catching small whitefish in pound nets, 
selling them to London dealers 

June 11, 1887: 

- small whitefish being brought into London weigh 3/4 lb - 1 lb each 

- four accounts of confiscated whitefish (1 lb - % lb) 

- reports of whitefish 10 or 12 lbs in fish dealers stall, as well as 
those undersized fish 

- run of the smaller whitefish over on June 9, different from that of 
the larger fish. "... generally ends early in June in Lake Erie." 



June 13, 1887 : 

- St. Thomas newspaper states 2 men making large hauls with their 
pound nets 

- there is a run of small whitefish every year 

- application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a 250 yd seine in L. Ont. payment for 1886 

(2) boat license to fish 2000 yds s. trout, whitefish and herring gill net 
in L. Ont. etc. ($5.) 

(3) boat license to fish 2500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. ($5.) 
June 16, 1887: 

- great dissatisfaction expressed against fishermen being allowed to haul 
their seines near the International Bridge, Niagara River, as it injures 
hook and line fishing 

- angling for chub, sucker, herring carried on presently at Sherman House, 
Huffman's Wharf, Niagara River 

- U.S. fishermen fish off wharf with hooks and line, catching suckers, herring 

- Canadians not too keen on angling near the International Bridge at present 

- sewage from Buffalo, run into N. River fronting on Ft. Erie, all the 
time from the trunk sewer, supplemented with barge loads of filth dumped 
in N. River below the International Bridge almost in front of Huffman's 
wharf but on U.S. side 

- this pollution stated injurious to fisheries 

June 17, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a seine in N. River etc. ($10.) 

(2) boat license to fish 3000 yds sturgeon, pickerel and herring gill 
nets in L. Erie, etc. ($5.) 

(3) boat license to fish 2000 yds whitefish, herring gill nets in 
L. Ont. etc. ($5.) 

June 22, 1887: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 2 pound nets in L. Erie etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 600 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) to fish a small seine (75 yds) in N. River, etc. 

June 24, 1887: 

- thousands of small whitefish caught during their run every year 
May 24, 1887: 

- seine hauling at 2 and 4 Mile Ponds slim during 1886 

" " abandoned after a few hauls were found unprofitable 

June 24, 1887: 

- seizure of 500 yds sturgeon gill net from Simcoe Co. 

June 28, 1887: 

- sturgeon gill nets seized in L. Erie contained 26 sturgeon, 
sturgeon selling at $3/lb 

July 6, 1887: 

- salmon trout and whitefish gill nets shall have meshes not less than 
5" ext. measure 



June 30, 1887: 

- B. Beach fishing a little better this season than last 

small sawmill allowing sawdust to enter waters of Grand River at Caldeonia 

application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a pound net in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) boat license to fish gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

Pages 615-618: travel log and expenses 
Page 620: license return for June/87 

July 5, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish pound nets in L. Erie 

July 12, 1887: license payments 
July 21, 1887: 

- report on the fishway at Gordon's Mill, on Saugeen River, at 
Chippawa Hill, Southampton 

efficient 

- opened for spring run of fish from L. Huron, closed upon freezing 

- numerous large suckers and mullet appear there 

- bass, pike, muskie, sturgeon also numerous above the dam 

- more fish there than ever 

- speckled trout caught above, below dam 

- evidence that small fry hatch out above dam as they were seen "frisking 
about" in the Mill Race 

- Kerr recommends the River be stocked with pickerel, bass and 
sp. trout fry the following spring 

July 23, 1887: 

- cisco fishing fell off in front of Toronto Island, L. Ont about 16 years 
ago as the place needed "rest" 

- within the last 3 years ciscos on fishing grounds off Toronto Island, 

L. Ont. are in greater numbers than 22 years ago. 

- considered more valuable fishing now than in 1864 

- cicsos were first caught in whitefish gill net, accidentally, sold for 
50c/lb ... now much bigger 

- application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 6000 yds herring, cisco gill nets (2^-3" 
mesh ext.m.) off T. Island 

(2) same as previous year 

(3) boat license to fish 300 yds herring, cisco gill nets (2%-3" mesh 
ext. m.) in L. Ont. 

- above are only licenses to be issued for T. Island fisheries in order 
to protect and preserve ciscos 

July 28, 1887: 

- subsequent reports on Thames River dams 
Page 682: 

- new and useful improvements on fish ladders invented by Nova Scotian 
man - report, description, etc., of the same, with reference to 

(A) Dam, (B) Mill Pond, (C) Abatement, (D) Inclined floor, fishway 
(E) Piers, ((F) Sides of fishway (G) Framing (H) Gates (I) Buckets 
(J) Cr'bwwrk (K) Radial projection 



August, 1887: 

Long Pt. Co. fisheries commercially a failure 

- all lakes, bays require that miles of the same should be set apart for 
breeding purposes, fishing should cease for 5-10 years or else extinction 
will occur 

- fronting lighthouse, end of L. Pt. very deep expansive water - 
a resort of s. trout, etc. 

- within a few years said location, L. Pt. fisheries, could be a great 
place for sturgeon, whitefish, bass, muskie, broad mullet (a choice fish), 
channel cat, etc., a breeding place of unsurpassed wealth. 

August 6, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 5 pounds in L. Erie 

(2) boat license to fish 6000 yds trout, whitefish, herring gill nets 

(3) to fish 250 yds seine in L. Ont., etc. 

August 12, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) to seine (already received) 

(2) boat license " " 

(3) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill nets (3" ext.) 
in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) to fish a pound in L. Erie, etc. 

August 15, 1887: 

- 200+ lbs salmon trout caught in L. Ont. near Winona, in 6 pound nets, 
weighing up to 24 lbs each 

August 21, 1887: 

- sturgeon, herring, pickerel and whitefish are easily frozen 
August 22, 1887: 

- Board of Health employees gathering T. Island garbage, dumping it in 
Lake Ont., damaging fisheries 

August 24, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 2000 yds (3%" mesh) herring and pickerel 
gill nets in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 2000 yds (3V mesh) herring and cisco gill 
nets in L. Ont., etc. 

August 24, 1887: East, 

- petition from Woodstock citizens that certain waters in/West Oxford 
townships, be set aside for the natural or artificial propagation of 
fish (sp. trout) ... places are all well stocked with said fish now. 

August 27, 1887: 

- Kerr suggests burying T. Island garbage instead of polluting 
L. Ont. waters with it. 

Page 721: Bill for timber for certain Thames River fishway 
August 30, 1887: 

report of Thames River dam fishway 

September 2, 1887: application for 6 boat licenses to fish herring and cisco 
gill nets in L. Ont. 





September 6, 1887: 

- payments for licenses 

- application for a boat license to fish 3000 yds herring and cisco 
gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 741: 

- fishing monopoly around Squaw Island, Collingwood to disadvantage 
other fishermen 

- report of said monopoly, etc. in G. Bay 
Page 745: 

- Bustard fishing grounds of G. Bay are main fishing grounds of 
Collingwood fishermen 


End of Volume 14 



Book No. 15 


... inside front cover ... newspaper clippings, entitled 

(1) "Contravention of the Fisheries Act" (fines for illegal fishing) 

f (2) "Striped Bass in Lake Ontario (on June 28, 1878, 140 striped bass 
/ measuring from 5-7" in length, were deposited in the Genesee River, below 
the lower falls at Rochester, about 6 miles from L. Ont. Oct. 7, 1879: 
the first striped bass caught was reported, measuring 16" length, 9" girth, 
•appeared well fed (caught in seine in Niagara River at Lewiston, N.Y. ... 
Another st. bass apparently caught at Sackett's Harbour, L. Ont. ... N.Y. 
State Fish Commission will continue to transplant such fish in L. Ont.) 

(3) "Seizure of Nets", dated April 18, 1889 (..very little fish coming 
from Hamilton Beach fishermen due to lack of nets, being confiscated for 
night pike fishing). 

(4) "Fishery Inspector Kerr, of Hamilton, gave Caledonia a visit ..." 

(to stop illegal pickerel and bass fishing, found a no. of dip nets fishing 
at York and Mount Healy, close seasons: pickerel - Apr.15-May 15; 
bass, maskinonge - Apr.l5-June 15. 

(5) "- F. Kerr, fishery inspector .. seized a number of gill nets in 

L. Ont. ..." (belonging to Americans illegally fishing on the Canadian side) 

(6) "Personal" (Fred Kerr, fisheries inspector for Hamilton, seized 
1500 yds fine American net off Point Albino, Lake Erie). 

(7) "Mr. Fred Kerr ..." (seized 500 yds pike gill net in Hamilton Bay, etc.) 

(8) "Who Took the Nets?" (see No. 3) 

(9) "Fishery Inspector Kerr ..." (seized 1200 yds nets) 

- first 13 pages ... "Moneys received and forwarded to the Fishery Department 
for Licenses for the Year 1888, F. Kerr." (includes date, name, type of net, 
price) 

- next 6 pages ... "Moneys received for licenses for Year 1890." 

Page 3 (back): "Statistics" 

- Year 1888: for B. Beach, Pt. Credit, Bronte - $21,627.56 

for Grand River to Black Creek, 

Niagara River - 4,260.10 

Queenston, N. River to Winona - 12,979.01 

Year 1889: Brant House to Pt. Dalhousie - 14,044.10 

Poplar Grove (south of L. Erie) to 

Pt. Maitland, Grand River - 4,627.50 

Pt. Dalhousie to Old Ft. Erie - 11,543.63 

September 9, 1887: 

- Collingwood fishermen leave their G. Bay fishing grounds around 
September 1, don't return again until May 1 of following year 

September 3, 1887: application for licenese: 

(1) boat license to fish 100 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

(2) boat license to fish 1000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., Erie. 

(3) boat license to fish 500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

September 21, 1887: 

- fisherman failed to catch fish in L. Erie, sold license 




Page 5: 

G. Bay fisheries protector recommends close season be 10 or 15 days 
early, continued until end of Nov. as present law no protection for 
trout, little for whitefish 

- for every 100 miles along the north shore of G. Bay they spawn 5 days 
earlier on the average 

- Americans started fishing in G. Bay present year 

- scarcity of fish due to overfishing, poor to fair hauls 
September 9, 1887: 

- man reports one day during previous summer, in front of the Bustards, 
no less than 40 gill nets were piled one above another 

September 13, 1887: 

- two tugs, 43 boats from "Squaw Island" fishing over 300 miles of gill 
nets in G. Bay, as well as Americans ... to total 52 boats 

- from the Bustards to Byng Inlet is 18 miles, 12 boats fishing there at 
an average of 10,000 yds gill nets/boat 

15 miles farther down, 10 boats are fishing at an average of 
10,000 yds of gill nets 

- 6 boats off Mink Island 

- 7 or 8 boats fishing at McCoy's Island 

- thus G. Bay is being overfished 

- fish guts and offals are converted into oil at Squaw Island 

Killarney fisheries are great ... 500-600 tons of fish were shipped from 
Killarney to Squaw Island last year, in 4 months 

- fisherman states he caught 14,000 fish present year, 17,500 fish 
previous year (Killarney?), with 16,200 yd nets 

September 17, 1887: 

- further testimony that fishermen of G. Bay will not survive the winter, 
thanks to the comparatively small catch of fish 

September 23, 1887: 

- L. Nepicon is 100 miles long, averaging 40 miles wide 
September 19, 1887: 

- fisherman fished 6000 yds gill nets from his boat, Collingwood at Squaw 
Island, caught 18,000 whitefish, trout, sold for 8c/fish 

- nets are 4.3/4", 4.7/3" and 5" mesh 
September 19, 1887: 

G. Bay fish dealer sent 245 tons fish to Buffalo, sold 45 tons in Canada 
apparently fished 50 (600 yd) nets from tug in G. Bay 

- G. Bay becomes polluted with dead and rotting fish when fishermen set 
their gill nets in close season (due to storms, which carry gill nets away) 

Killarney fishermen fishing at Whiskey Harbour 

- claim that there has been a 25% decrease in the catch and take of fish 
on "Squaw Island" 

last year was an uncommonly good fishing year 



September 15, 1887: 

French River fisherman fishing 9000 yds (5" mesh) gill nets at 

F. River, catching 53,557 lbs whitefish and s. trout since May 17 

7,714 lbs fish were in French River pound net when Oversea: hauled them up 
September 16, 1887: 

- man fished 3 boats, 18,000 yds whitefish, s. trout gill nets in G. Bay, 
caught 79,625 lbs fish to present date 

October 8, 1887: 

- G. Bay overwhelming, with 151 boats and 7 tugs vishing 

tugs average 60 nets, 600 yds long each, therefore 20 miles(+) of nets/tug 
October 6, 1887: 

- Collingwood fisherman caught 3800 fish, mostly whitefish, in G. Bay 
with 21 gill nets, 600 yds long each, between May 1 and June 25, sold 
to Noble Co, for 6.3/4q/fish 

October 8, 1887: 

payment for license 

- application for licenses 

(1) boat license to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont 

(2) boat license to fish 9 gill nets, 600 yds each in G. Bay 

(5400 yds whitefish and s. trout gill nets of the legal 5" mesh ext.mea 

October 8, 1887: 

- application for permission to build on ice house on Bustard Islands, 

G. Bay, to keep fish suitable for market in 1888. 

- Killarney fishermen fish full 6 mo./year 
October 28, 1887: 

- Bronte fisherman accumulated $20,000 by catching, killing and selling 
ciscos and herring since he moved from B. Beach to Bronte 

October 8, 1887: 

this year's 4 month take of fish in Georgian Bay a fair 500 tons 

Squaw Island, Killarney fisheries should be protected 

list of fishing stations on G. Bay, no. of tugs, boats fished at each 
early in 1887 

- American caught 203 lbs whitefish (some s. trout) in G. Bay (French River), 
selling them to Noble Co. for 7<:/fish, getting $14. 

1060 miles of gill nets being fished in Georgian Bay 

October 15, 1887: 

- Owen Channel is a great thoroughfare at this time of year, trout and 
whitefish pass from L. Huron to G. Bay in large nos. to spawn 

- at present large quantities of gill nets being fished in 0. Channel, 
preventing fish from entering G. Bay 



October 15, 1887: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 2500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

(2) boat license to fish 3200 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

October 16, 1887: 

3", 3V', 3%" mesh ext. mens, sufficient for herring, pickerel gill nets 
October 18, 1887: 

- Owen Channel is 2 miles wide at L. Huron, 5 miles wide at G. Bay, 

8 miles long 

October 22, 1887: 

- 6 refrigerator cars of fish, 1 ton, 2000 lbs in each, from Collingwood 
to Detroit 

- L. Huron extremely rough 

October 19, 1887: 

- license payments 

- application for 2 boat licenses to fish 250 yds herring gill net (each) 
in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 98: report on "Yankee Fishermen at French River" 

October 22, 1887: application for (6) boat licenses 
(1) - (4) L. Ontario 

(5) to fish 500 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(6) to fish 3000 yds " " " " " 

October 27, 1887: 

- pound nets on L. Erie all blown out again 

- L. Nipigon contains abundance of trout, whitefish, suckers, eel, boats etc. 
Page 122: travel log and expenses July 1-Sept. 30. 

October 31, 1887: 

- sturgeon most valued fish at present in L. Erie 

- sturgeon fishing - first hook and lines, then gill nets, now pound nets 
November 1, 1887: 

- report on fishway in centre of dam at Southampton 
Page 132: travel log and expenses, July 1-Sept. 30, 1887 
November 5, 1887: 

- Lakes Ontario and Erie show no increase whatever in whitefish or trout 

- Sam Wilmot has never hatched sturgeon, herring or ciscos, which are 
presently the most valuable fish in Lakes Erie and Ont. 

- about 30 "scow" boats daily are dumped into N. River from Buffalo 

- several thousand sp. trout fry apparently planted in Spring Bank ponds 
seem to have disappeared 

- report on pollution from Buffalo streets and "priveys" dumped into N. River 
Novemner 8, 1887: 

fish plentiful around Meaford, etc. 

- close season disobeyed in G. Bay 
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November 10, 1887: 

remarks on the fishway at Gordon’s Mill, Saugeen River 

- millowner states he noticed many ordinary size fish passing to and 
from the fishway, seeming quite familiar with the artificial pass 

landed 14 fine bass in as many minutes with a hook and line 
(principally black, green bass) 

- men observed several hundreds black, green bass above the fishway 

November 10, 1887: application for boat licenese 

(1) to fish 500 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

(2) to fish 100 yds 

(3) to fish 500 yds 

(4) to fish 240 yds 

(5) same 

November 11, 1887: 

- Kerr recommends spearing for herring be permitted with Jack light in 
open waters of B. Bay, Nov. 20-Dec. 10, 

- also spearing for bass, pike and herring in B. Bay and D. March from 
the formation of ice until April 15. 

Page 157: license returns 

Page 161: travel log and expenses. Sept. 7-0ct. 22, 1887 

November 16, 1887: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 1500 yds cisco and herring gill net in L. Ont. 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

(3) to fish 500 yds " " " " " ” 

November 15, 1887: report of whitefish caught during close season 

November 16, 1887: application for boat license to fish 1500 yds cisco 
and herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

November 21, 1887: application for boat license to fish 2000 yds cisco and 
herring gill nets in L. Ont. \ 

Page 181: abundant trout and whitefish being caught in G. Bay 

December 4, 1887: 

- ciscos very numerous 10 miles out in L. Ont. from Bronte 

- L. Erie pound nets taken out 

- spearing is at an end at Hamilton 

- Bronte fishermen crowded, some must move to Pt. Dalhousie, Pt. Union 

- Ashbridges Bay well fished for bass, pike, sunfish, catfish 

- whitefish caught in L. Ont. at Trenton during close season 
November 9, 1887: 

- small whitefish alias River St. Clair herring 


small whitefish not seen in R. St. Clair nor L. Huron this summer 



December 9, 1887: 

- small whiteflsh (pickled) are herring from Sarnia, caught in R. St. Clair 

- three ways R. St. Clair herring are cut and pickled to deceive the public 

when headless, cleaned and pickled, a whitefish is a lighter brownish 
colour, sharper on the back than a herring, tail of whitefish is broader 

December 12, 1887: 

- Kerr observed quantity of bass, pike and sunfish in Toronto market 
December 14, 1887: 

- 1 million lbs of fish were caught and sold last winter in L. Erie off Buffal 
December 19, 1887: 

- "scarcity of fish frequently happens when only a few men are employed 
catching them" 

- the million lbs of fish caught with tip-ups 

- net fishing being stopped in Niagara River on U.S. side 

December 19, 1887: application for (3) machine licenses to fish in N. River 

Page 216: license returns, November 1887 

Page 226: travel log and expenses Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 1887 

Page 232: license returns, December 1887 

January 9, 1888: 

no gill net under 2h" mesh permitted to catch herring, cisco in L. Ont. 
between Toronto Island and Town of Niagara 

- large sized ciscos require 3" mesh gill net 

- ciscos, from their fat nature, are a fish that should only be caught 
between Oct. 1 and March 31, never in hot weather 

- Bronte fishermen originated cisco fishing in L. Ont. 

- 21 boats fished off Bronte 

- Saugeen people to fish in G. Bay next summer 
January 13, 1888: spearing license returns (36) 

January 15, 1888: 

- spearing is very good in B. Bay present winter 

January 23, 1888: Application for licenses to seine in Niagara River, etc. 

- during winter, 1886 and 1887, 600 (+) fishermen (Buffalonians) 
caught the million lbs fish with tipups 

- ice in L. Erie late forming present year 

- tipups started fishing 10 days prior to 23rd 

- application for (7) licenses to fish 1000 yds (3V mesh) herring 
gill nets in L. Ont. 

January 24, 1888: 

- whitefish caught in L. Winnipeg, 6 sp. bass caught in B. Bay (speared) 
sent to Brampton 

Page 258: travel log and expenses Jan.1-Dec.31, 1887 





February 1, 1888: 5335 lbs fish seized from G. Bay fisherman 

- banks of River Thames high over surface of Che water 
February 3, 1888: spearing license return (19) 

Page 273: travel log and expenses, 1887 

February 13, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 8000 yds s. trout and whitefish gill nets 
in L. Huron, etc. 

(2) spearing for bass, pike and herring in Burlington and Dundas Marsh (5) 
Page 300: Goderich is 106 miles from Hamilton, Kincardine is 144 miles 
February 10, 1888: 

- increase in annual returns for Norfolk Division, 1887, over 1886, of 
$6,428.55, due to the increase in the no. of licenses issued (in seines, 
pound nets, etc.) and therefore an increase of 46 men fishing 

fishing steadily carried on through the year in the Norfolk Division 

- permission asked to prohibit seine fishing in Inner Bay, L. Erie, 
after pickerel, bass and maskinonge season terminates on April 15, 
until Sept. 1. Frequently fishermen continue to seine, hauling out 
wagon loads of spawn, leaving it on the beach to rot, after April 15. 

A significant increase in varieties of fish would occur should the 
spawn be allowed to remain in Inner Bay, hatch and mature 

- pound net fishermen catch small whitefish during the run in June, 
throw them back into L. Erie (dead), polluting the water 

- increase in annual returns for Elgin Division, 1887, over 1886, of $19,886.9 

- two Pt. Stanley fishermen caught small whitefish in pound nets and sold 
them to London dealers previous summer 

- small, delicious whitefish make annual tour of L. Erie in summer 

suggestion that Long Point fisheries should be exclusively set aside 
for fish breeding, much required on L. Erie 

February 20, 1888: report that every fisherman on L. Huron and G. Bay fished 
and caught fish during close season 

February 18, 1888: 

- annual report and statistics return of Hamilton Division of Lakes Erie 
and Ontario, and the Niagara River, show a great change in the catch and 
take of whitefish and salmon trout in L. Ont. in 1887 

- great abundance of herring, ciscos - ciscos of a magnificient size, 
weighing 3 lbs each, catch and take increased 

- whitefish, s. trout not fished for to any extent in Hamilton Division 
for 3-4 years, therefore a falling off 

- Bronte and B. Beach fishermen leading in the catch, etc. of herring, 
ciscos, very successful 

- Kerr recommends close season for ciscos to be Jan. 1-Mar.1 each year, 

as the risk of losing nets in bad weather is great at said time. Closing 
nets in stormy weather leads to pollution of water by dead and decaying 
fish caught in the lost nets 



February 18, 1888: 

Kerr recommends no seine fishing of any description be allowed 
on the seine hauling grounds at B. Beach, L. Ont., for 3 years, 
from May 1, 1888 

- decrease in catch, etc. of fish in L. Erie (between the mouth of the 
Grand River, down to Fort Erie and the Niagara River to the falls) 
of $5,827.50, in 1887, due to the irrepairable losses in pound nets, 

I gill nets and boats from severe storms 

- tip-up fishermen make $3-$5/day 

- salmon at the Restigouche have become abundant, due to 6 years of planting 
and stocking it with fry 

- Wilmot's planting, etc. of fry in L. Ont., Erie, etc. has not proven to 
be successful, no increase in take of fish is due to said planted fry 

- catch of choice whitefish and s. trout has diminished 

on the whole, there is an increase of $7,658.50 in the Hamilton 
Division for 1887, over 1886 

March 2, 1888: (-16°) at Pt. Edward, L. Huron 

Pages 325-327: Memorandum of license fees paid into the Fisheries Dept, 
from Elgin and Hamilton Divisions for 1887 

March 6, 1888: 

- sewers being built, leading from City of Hamilton into B. Bay, 
polluting the waters, injuring the fish and fisheries 

- recommendation for permission for B. Bay fishermen to gill net for pike 
in B. Bay during the upcoming spring 

- pike, bass scarce due to muddy water in B. Bay, can't be speared, 
selling at 10, 12<:/lb 

March 10, 1888: 

application for (3) licenses to fish herring (and cisco) gill nets in 
L. Erie, L. Ont. etc. 

application for (2) licenses to fish (a whitefish and other) seines in 
Niagara River 

Page 358: record of fishing licenses issued by A.C. McKinnon, Goderich, 
for 1887 

March 26, 1888: 

- petition by anglers of International Bridge, N. River, to stop seining 
carried on there, giving American anglers control of the grounds 

- extensive angling of previous winter (with tip-ups) part of the cause 
of the scarcity of fish there 

- the fry in L. Erie present winter are numerous, grown fish well supplied 
with food, therefore tip-up fishing present winter (in L. Erie, off 
Buffalo etc.) a complete failure 

March 26, 1888: application for license to fish pound nets in L. Erie, etc. 

Pages 366-367: "Elgin Division" (includes names of pound net fishermen, 
residence, locality of pound(s), no. applied for and recommended) 



March 28, 1888: 

- 100 men fish gill nets under ice of L. Huron every winter 


- 100 men fishing at Goderich or close by, caught $4100.00 worth of 

trout and herring. (Herring is most successfully caught with gill 
nets, trout with hooks under the ice). 


Pages 371-372: license returns, Feb. 1888 
Page 373: license returns, March 1888 

Page 377: travel log and expenses, Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1888 
April 3, 1888: payment for licenses 

- application for license to fish 5 pounds in L. Erie, etc. 

Page 386: license return, February 1888 

April 1, 1888: application for licenses to fish (2) seines in N. River, etc. 

- application for (2) boat licenses to fish herring (and pickerel) gill 
nets in L. Erie, etc. 

herring and pickerel gill nets 3V' mesh 
April 9, 1888: 

- Kerr seizes 700 yds pike gill net in B. Bay containing 18 pike 
February 22, 1888: 

- 8 or 10 fish houses on Inner Bay, catching good many pike 
April 13, 1888: 

- except for about 400 yds of Big Creek, just from where DeBlaquier's 
sawmill stood, 23 years previously. Kerr never knew pickerel to 
frequent Big Creek, fronting on Big Marsh, Walsingham. 

- Pickerel have never been known to pass up Big Creek during spawning 
season, as far up as the Public Roadway at Pt. Royal 

- Bass and maskinonge spawn "in the very places in the Inner Bay of L. Erie" 
(Turkey Point) 

- "In the Inner Bay of Turkey Point, Lake Erie, bass, pike, maskinonge, 
pickerel, channel cat, mudcat, dogfish, speckled bass, white bass, 
green bass and black bass spawn - sunfish and round mullet, sturgeon 
and whitefish - suckers, etc. .." 


- Kerr frequently seen spawn (mentioned in the 20th line of the Annual 
Report) at Grassy Point, and recommends close season notices should 
read June 15th, not April 15th 

April 12, 1888: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 2 pound nets in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish a seine in L. Ont., etc. 


April 20, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 1000 yds pike gill nets in Pickering Harbour, etc. 

(2) boat license to fish a small seine in mouth of 10 Mile Creek, etc. 
and to fish 1000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 


April 27, 1888: application for license to fish 450 yds common seine in L.Erie eti 



May 2, 1888: license payment 

May 2, 1888: license payment to fish 5 pounds in L. Erie, etc. 

- Kerr (John W.) died between May 7 and May 18 - page 422 says May 8, 1888. 

- Fred Kerr takes over ... 

May 25, 1888: 

- Kettle Point, L. Huron fishermen fishing pounds, double headed, etc. 

June 1, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 1000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 50 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

- great many small whitefish caught in herring gill net set along shore 

June 14, 1888: application for license to fish 300 yds net to catch pike, 
herring, sturgeon at Ft. Erie? 

June 13, 1888: report of illegal whitefish fishing (too small) in L. Ont. 

Page 443: gill nets for catching s. trout and whitefish have min. mesh 5" ext. 
June 29, 1888: application for a boat license to fish a machine in N. River, etc. 

June 30, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 1000 yds herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 3000 yds herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 3000 yds herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) to fish 500 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 449: travel log and expenses. May 3 - July 1, 1888 
Page 450: travel log and expenses, April 1 - May 8, 1888 
July 7, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 2000 yds whitefish, herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 7000 yds herring, trout gill nets, one seine (150 yds) 

in L. Ont., etc. 

July 11, 1888: application for boat license to fish 1000 yds cisco, herring 
gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

July 21, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 3000 yds s. trout, whitefish gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. 

July 25, 1888: application for license to fish 100 yd seine in N. River, etc. 

July 31, 1888: application for license to seine for herring in N. River, etc. 
August 10, 1888: 

- B. Beach fishermen always fish in front of the Beach in an easterly direction 

August 11, 1888: application for a boat license to fish 1000 yds herring, 
cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 



August 18, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 500 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 3000 yds herring, cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

August 23, 1888: application for boat license to fish 1000 yds herring, 
cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

August 29, 1888: application for 5 boat licenses to fish 1000 yds herring, 
cisco gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

September 10, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 250 yd whitefish seine in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 3000 yds cisco,herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

September 24, 1888: application for boat license to fish 3000 yds cisco, 
herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

- 16 fishermen fishing cisco and herring gill nets in L. Ont. between 
Grimsby and Pt. Dalhousie 

Page 477: license returns, May 1888 

October 1, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 2000 yds cisco, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 800 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 600 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) to fish 2000 yds cisco, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(5) - (10) same 

Page 479: license returns, July 1888 
Page 480: license returns, Sept. 1888 

October 3, 1888: application for license to fish two machines in the N. River, et 
October 8, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 2000 yds herring, s. trout and whitefish gill nets in L. Ont., e 

(2) -(4) same 

(5) to fish 1200 yds herring, cisco gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

October 8, 1888: 

- application for Prof, from "Aqul College", Guelph for permission to catch 
brook trout to stock the aquarium, for scientific purposes. 

October 10, 1888: 

- Ottawa deems it inadvisable to issue license for hoop net fishing in 
B. Bay, as the nets catch all kinds of fish, bass to catfish 

October 17, 1888: application for boat license to fish 5000 yds herring, cisco 
gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

license payments 

- Bronte fishermen catching plenty of fish 

Page 488: travel log and expenses, July 1 - Sept. 30, 1888 



October 20, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 500 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 6000 yds trout, whitefish and cisco herring gill net in L. Ont. 
October 27, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 4000 yds cisco, herring gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish 2000 yds whitefish, trout, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 4000 yds cisco, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) to fish 2000 yds " " " " " " 

(5) already received 

(6) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(7) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(8) same 

Page 494: license returns, Oct. 1888 

November 1, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 800 yds cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 4000 yds " " " " " " " 

- license payments 
November 5, 1888: 

- permission asked, from Ottawa, to spear herring, pike and bass in B. Bay 
(starting for herring on Nov. 15, pike and bass when the ice forms). 

- whitefish seem to be increasing in numbers, weight 

- some Hamilton District fishermen want gill net mesh size down from 5" to 4V' 
November 9, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 1000 yds cisco, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish a seine for whitefish, herring in L. Ont., etc. 

- license payments 
November 16, 1888: 

- number of fishermen fishing gill nets without licenses in L. Erie 
November 19, 1888: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish with 3 boats 

(2) to fish 1000 yds herring, pickerel gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

November 23, 1888: 

- City of Buffalo continues to dump mud, garbage and other substances into 
Canadian side of the Niagara River, destroy the fisheries fronting Ft. Erie. 

- sometimes seines too heavily weighted down with sediments that settle to 
a depth 12" or more 

- dumping drives fish away 



November 26, 1888: application for boat license: 

(1) to fish 2000 yds herring, sturgeon, pike gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish 2000 yds herring and pike gill net in L. Erie 

- payment for licenses 
November 26, 1888: 

- application for two boat licenses to fish 2000 yds herring, sturgeon, 
pike gill nets in L. Erie 

- application for two licenses to spear herring, pike, bass in B. Bay 
Page 512: license returns, Nov. 1888 

December 11, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) (2) (3) to spear bass, pike and herring in B. Bay, Nov. 1/88 to Apr.15/89 
(4) boat license to fish 8000 yds cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 
December 19, 1888: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 150 yds seine in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 5000 yds trout, herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

December 29, 1888: application for 5 spearing licenses to catch pike, bass, 
herring in B. Bay 

- license payments 

Page 521: license returns, December 1888 

Page 523: travel log and expenses, Oct. 1 - Dec. 31 

January 10, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 6000 yds whitefish, trout and cisco, herring 
gill net in L. Ont. 

(2) to fish 250 yd seine in L. Ont., etc. 

- application for two seine hauling licenses (at Niagara) 

January 11, 1889: 

- annual report and statistics of Hamilton Division, from Moulton Bay, 

L. Erie to Toronto, L. Ont., 1888) 

- decrease in catch of all kinds of fish in upper end of H.Division, L. Erie, 
a continual diminish for 2 years past ... not half of 1886's catch caught 
in 1888. 

- various reasons: pound nets used up the lake drives herring, etc. out so 
far into deep and open water fishermen unable to catch them, will do away 
with gill netting as catch is presently so small it doesn't pay expenses 

- fish caught mostly through ice in winter 

seine fishing very poor at Ft. Erie, due to Buffalo garbage 

- general satisfaction at Queenston and Niagara, N. River, L. Ont., due to 
plentiful catches of large ciscos, fair catch of sturgeon (one fisherman caug] 
5000 lbs, sold at 4^c/lb) 

- over 6 tons sturgeon (aught at Queenston and Niagara 



January 11, 1889: 

- catch of whitefish, trout decreasing ... not being fished for; thought 
the cisco herrings drive them off their feeding and spawning grounds 

- cisco fishing is principal fishing in Hamilton Division, being caught 
in large quantities of uncommon size 

- recommendation that cisco gill nets should be min. mesh 2.3/4" ext. m. 

- no sawmills polluting 

Pages 540-541: names of fishermen, residence, locality of pounds, no. of pounds 
(where?) 

Page 543: "Elgin Division" (includes names of fishermen, residence, 
locality of pound(s), number) 

February 6, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a machine in N. River, et. 

(2) to spear pike, bass and herring in B. Bay, etc. 

(3) (4) same 

February 9, 1889: application for 17 spearing licenses to spear in B. Bay 

- application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 6000 yds s. trout, whitefish and ciscos herring gill net 
in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 250 yds seine in L. Ont., etc. 

February 18, 1889: application for 14 spearing licenses to catch pike, 
bass and herring in B. Bay 

Page 560: return of spearing licenses 

Page 561: license return, Feb. 1889 

March 16, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 100 yds seine in N. River, etc. 

(2) - (12) to spear pike, bass and herring in B. Bay 

March 13, 1889: application for license to fish 3 single pounds in L. Erie, etc. 
March 20, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 5 pound nets in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to spear pike, bass and herring in B. Bay etc. 

(3) (4) same 
March 25, 1889: 

- farmers of B. Bay's south shore ask for permission to catch small numbers 
of pike in small gill nets, for domestic use. 

March 30, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to seine, at Pt. Credit 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. 

Page 582: license returns, March, 1889 

Page 583: travel log and expenses, Jan. 1 - March 31, 1889 



April 3, 1889: application for license to fish 5 pound nets in L. Erie, etc. 

April 12, 1889: application for four boat licenses to fish 4,000, 5,000 yds 
cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

- application for license to fish two machines in Niagara River 

- application for license to fish 250 yds seine (for whitefish and herring) 

in L. Ont., etc. 

April 15, 1889: 

- seizure of 600 yds gill nets set in B. Bay, containing 6 pike and some bass 

- B. Beach fisheries generally used for catching blueback or shore herring 
and perch during the fall of the year (with gill nets) 

April 17, 1889: 

- seizure of a trap or hoop net (with leads, or wings attached to it, 

approx. 50 yds long, set in a cork) set in B. Bay 

- trap nets destructive to all types of fish 

- first time a trap net has been found in B. Bay 

- application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a single and a double pound net in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) (3) to fish a seine in L. Ont., L. Erie, etc. 

April 22, 1889: 

- report of seizure (made on April 20, 1889) of 300 yds pike gill net in 
deep water of B. Bay 

April 25, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) to seine in Niagara River, etc. 

(2) to seine in L. Erie, etc. 

(3) to fish 2000 yds sturgeon, pickerel and herring gill net in L. Erie 

(4) (5) same 

(6) boat license to fish 3000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(7) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(8) to fish 25 yds seine in L. Erie, etc. 

(9) to fish a small dip net in L. Ont., etc. 

(10) same 

April 29, 1889: 

- reports of illegal bass fishing in Grand River, Caledonia 

- apparently dip nets, seines and spears, are robbing that river of pickerel, 
bass and small fish at the rapids and dams 

Page 605: license returns, April 1889 

April 30, 1889: seizure of a dip net and a number of pickerel and bass in the 
possession of fishermen at Parson's Creek and Grand River 

seizure of a trap net also in Grand River 

May 13, 1889: 

- large whitefish in Hamilton Market, Wilmot very pleased 

- apparently large whitefish caught at Pt. Stanley 



May 13, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to seine in N. River, etc. 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

May 18, 1889: 

- reference to a map and plan of the fishing berths on B. Beach, L. Ont. 

- three U.S. tugs fishing gill nets on Canadian side of L. Erie 
May 21, 1889: 

- Dundas Board of Health official complains about the building of the new 
sewer of the Hamilton Asylum being injurious to fish where it empties into 
Dundas March (into a tributary of Dundas March-Beasley Creek) 

- mouth of sewer 3 miles from town of Dundas, approx. 600 yds from the 
Channel (running from Marsh to B. Bay) 

sewer built by Ont. Govt. etc. approx. 10 years previously, has since 
become decayed, rotten and has burst in several places between the 
"Lunatic Asylum" on the mountain and the Marsh, causing nuisance to the 
Dundas citizens 

- F. Kerr observes no harmful substance in or around new sewer, but plenty 
of small fish playing in the Creek in the immediate vicinity. 

May 28, 1889: application for boat licenses: 

(1) (2) to fish 5000 yds whitefish, s. trout and cisco herring gill net 
in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 3000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

May 29, 1889: 

- gill net fishermen of L. Huron and G. Bay reportedly catch and slaughter 
small s. trout with undersized nets 

- s. trout, weighing barely a pound, shipped all over the country 

- mesh used probably 2h" ex. m. 

Page 623: license returns May, 1889 

June 6, 1889: application for licenses to fish 200 yd seine in N. River, etc. 
June 7, 1889: 

- report on American tugs fishing in Canadian (L. Erie) waters 

- fish largely for sturgeon, herring and perch, catching a large quantity, 
selling at Buffalo 

June 21, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds whitefish, herring gill nets in L. Erie 

(2) " " " " 1000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 636: license returns, June 1889 

Pages 637-638: travel log and expenses, April 1 - June 30, 1889 



July 2, 1889: 

- Jordon Station (P.0.) fisherman to fish night lines 

Pages 641-642: travel lag and expenses, April 1 - June 30, 1889 

July 11, 1889: application for license to fish hoop nets for bullheads 
in Chippawa Creek 

July 20, 1889: 

- Dept, of Fisheries deems it inadvisable to fish nets in any creek or 
river (see July 11, 1889) 

- seizure of 1000 yds herring gill net set in L. Erie, near Pt. Albina, 
belonging to Americans, contained small no. of fish 

July 26, 1889: application for boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill 
net in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 655: License returns, July 1889 

August 5, 1889: 

small s. trout in Hamilton Market (8" long, \ lb weight) shipped there 
from Meaford, selling at 20<:/dozen 

Kerr deduces there mustbe a great destruction of these fish and suggests 
putting a stop to it. 

August 21, 1389: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 6000 yds cisco and shore herring gill net 
in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) same 

(3) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) to fish 250 yds seine in L. Ont., etc. 

(5) boat license to fish 6000 yds cisco and shore herring gill net in 
L. Ont., etc. 

(6) to fish 250 yds whitefish seine in L. Ont., etc. 

(7) boat license to fish 6000 yds cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(8) to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

- fishing very poor at present at B. Beach, a scarcity of all types of fish 
August 29, 1889: 

- application for licenses for 7 B. Beach fishermen to fish cisco and 
shore herring gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

August 31, 1889: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 5000 yds whitefish, s. trout and cisco herring gill net in 
L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 4000 yds cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 5000 yds " " " " " 

(4) same 

(5) to fish 5000 yds whitefish, s. trout and cisco herring gill net in 
L. Ont., etc. 


Page 665 


license returns, August 1889 



September 14, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) seine license for N. River already received 

(3) to fish 5000 yds s. trout, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

September 24, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds s. trout, whitefish and cisco herring 
gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish night lines for sturgeon in Niagara River 

(3) to fish 5000 yds herring and cisco gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) same 

Page 675: license returns, September 1889 
October 9, 1889: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 10,000 yds s. trout,whitefish and cisco and herring gill 
net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 5000 yds herring and pickerel gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

Pages 684-685: travel and expenses, July 1 - Sept. 30, 1889 
October 18, 1889: 

- a description of the fishing stations from the line between Fred Corey 
to the Canal Reserve, B. Beach 

- application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 4000 yds sturgeon and herring gill net in 
L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish seine in L. Ont., etc. 

October 22, 1889: application for boat license to fish 5000 yds whitefish, 
s. trout and herrring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

payments 

October 31, 1889: application for licenses: 

—_ (i) to fish 250 yds seine in N. River, etc. 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring and cisco gill nets in L. Ont. , eti 

- payments 

- shore herring at B. Beach present season are very numerous and of good 
size, therefore large hauls 

- summer fishing a failure 

Page 706: license returns, October 1889 



September 14, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds cisco herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) seine license for N. River already received 

(3) to fish 5000 yds s. trout, herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

September 24, 1889: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds s. trout, whitefish and cisco herring 
gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish night lines for sturgeon in Niagara River 

(3) to fish 5000 yds herring and cisco gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) same 

Page 675: license returns, September 1889 
October 9, 1889: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 10,000 yds s. trout,whitefish and cisco and herring gill 
net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish 5000 yds herring and pickerel gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

Pages 684-685: travel and expenses, July 1 - Sept. 30, 1889 
October 18, 1889: 

a description of the fishing stations from the line between Fred Corey 
to the Canal Reserve, B. Beach 

- application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 4000 yds sturgeon and herring gill net in 
L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish seine in L. Ont., etc. 

October 22, 1889: application for boat license to fish 5000 yds whitefish, 
s. trout and herrring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

- payments 

October 31, 1889: application for licenses: 

- (1) to fish 250 yds seine in N. River, etc. 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring and cisco gill nets in L. Ont. , 

- payments 

- shore herring at B. Beach present season are very numerous and of good 
size, therefore large hauls 

summer fishing a failure 

Page 706: license returns, October 1889 


et 


November 2, 1889: 

- permission asked of Ottawa to spear herring, pike and bass in B. Bay, 

(open water), Nov. 15-Dec. 10/89 for herring, and from the formation 
of ice until April 1/90 for pike and bass 

- no spearing in inlets, etc. 

Pages 709-710: travel log and expenses, October 1-31/89 
November 11, 1889: 

- almost all Canadian night line sturgeon fishermen fishing in U.S. waters 
of L. Ont., landing fish at Niagara where they are cleaned, dressed, 
sent to Buffalo markets. 

November 12, 1889: 

- fresh whitefish, s. trout being shipped to Buffalo markets from Wiarton 
and Southampton, L. Huron 

November ?, 1889 (page 719): 

- all whitefish gill nets in Hamilton Division are 5" mesh ext. m. 

- average size of whitefish caught present season is about 4 lbs, the 
annual regular size 

- whitefish fishing decreasing as whitefish decrease in numbers all 
over Hamilton Division 

- whitefish seldom found in seines or gill nets at B. Beach anymore ... 
the same at Winona, Niagara, etc. where whitefish used to frequent 
grounds at certain times of year 

- a few s. trout, averaging between 6 and 7 lbs caught on old whitefish 
fishing grounds at Bronte, never before 

- no whitefish at all caught in southern Hamilton Division, L. Erie 
(Ft. Erie, Pt. Abino, Pt. Burwell, Moulton Bay) 

- a few whitefish caught in spring of average size, especially at 
Moulton Bay 

L. Ont. fishermen insist "the ciscoes herring" are driving the whitefish 
away (as ciscos increased in nos., whitefish decreased) 

- ciscos and whitefish very similar in appearance, construction and 
eating habits 

- whitefish fry poorly placed by Fish Hatchery Distribution Officers ... 

"for my opinion is that the Fry should be deposited in places where 
the parent fish has been usually in the habits of spawning ... that is 
to say, at Grimsby, Winona, etc., where these fish frequent and were 
caught at one time in thousands in fall of the year, near close season, 

... and not deposit the fry at or near a river or places where the waters 
are swarming with ravenous fish such as perch, pickerel, etc..." (pg. 721) 

November 30, 1889: license payments 

- application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 4000 yeds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to spear herring, pike and bass in open B. Bay, etc. 

(3) same 

Page 726: license returns, November 1889 



December 2, 1889: man selling whitefish during close season at Jordon 
caught in L. Erie (Dunn or Rainham Townships) 

- large no. of whitefish caught during close season at Dunn and Rainham 
townships, L. Erie 

Pages 729-730: travel log and expenses, Nov. 1-30/89 
December 16, 1889: 

- no. of boats, etc. fished decreased at Bronte, present season due to a 
great decrease in quantity of ciscos being caught in L. Ont. there 

report that Bronte fishermen in habit of fishing for large quantities of 
small s. trout (2-3 lbs each) with undersized (3h") gill nets, caught on 
old. s. trout fishing grounds, 2-3 miles from shore 

- s. trout seemed to have returned in large nos. present season 
December 18, 1889: 

- now over 70 licensed fishermen, large no. of spears in B. Bay and 
Dundas Marsh 

December 21, 1889: license payment, fine 

- application to fish 1000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

December 23, 1889: annual report and statistics of Hamilton Division, from 
Brant House, L. Ont. to mouth of Grand River, Pt. Maitland, L. Erie 

- Herring: 

- large increase in blueback or shore herring in north portions of 
said Division 

- very large quantities caught previous fall (10 yr record) 

- B. Beach had some splendid, enormous hauls with gill nets, large fish 

- Cisco: 

- undoubtedly on the decrease, past season's catch much below last year's 
"more especially the larger ones" due to overfishing 

- fishermen concentrating on this fishing only 

- Kerr suggests a close season 

- Whitefish: 

- not increased this past season 

- not as plentiful as last year, fishermen made any effort to fish for them 

- those caught were of a good size 

- quite a no. taken at Moulton Bay, L. Erie, last spring, but run of fish 
was short 

- Salmon trout: 

- quite a number caught at Grimsby ("splendid ones of a distinct variety 
from the old natives of L. Ont." (pg. 740) 

- reason for assertion: Fishery Dept, placed fry, hatched from eggs 
taken from fish of the Upper Lakes, in L. Ont., thus introduced new 
blood and stock into s. trout of L. Ont., a vast improvement over the old 
natives" 

- predicts large increase next year 
Sturgeon: 

large amounts taken at Niagara, some fishermen catching as many as 
7 tons, mostly with night lines 

fair prices, marketed at Buffalo 



December 23, 1889: 

south portion of Hamilton Division (Ft. Erie to east side of mouth of 
Grand River) showed very poor fishing for all kinds of fish 

- fishing fallen off for some years past, due to the large no. of pound 
nets fished up the lake, acting as barriers and to the large no. of U.S. 
fishermen who habitaully fish extensively with all types of gill nets 

in said portion of L. Erie, etc. 

- close seasons well observed in Hamilton Division 

- Grand River is magnificient for the procreation and breeding of all 
kinds of fish who regularly visit said waters for spawning purposes, 
recommends a no. of fishways be placed between Caledonia and Dunnville, 
and no nets be permitted in the Grand River in future 

Page 746-748: travel log and expenses, Dec. 1-30, 1889 

January 9, 1890: application for licenses to fish machines in the N. River, etc. 
January 17, 1890: 

- Low Banks, L. Erie is the only seine hauling grounds for whitefish and other 
fish between Port Maitland and Fort Erie where'any quantity of fish are 
annually caught during the spring (when whitefish are very scarce elsewhere) 

- no pound nets should be fished at Low Banks 
January 29, 1890: 

- no nets of any description are allowed to be fished at any time in B. Bay, 
Dundas Marsh, for any kind of fish 

Page 765: license returns, January 1890 

February 2, 1890: 

- recommendation that cisco net mesh size be increased 
February 7, 1890: 

- "due to the great decrease of all kinds of fish in the Niagara River, 

the Dept, of Fisheries deems it inadvisable to grant any further licenses 
or leases than those already granted" 

February 17, 1890: 

farmers illegally fishing whitefish gill nets in L. Erie (Haldimand and 
Woodhouse) during past season 

- spearing of pike and bass a complete failure present winter due to lack 
of ice and muddy waters 

L. Ont. fishermen have done exceptionally well present winter (mild season), 
large catch, almost overstocked markets 

February 24, 1890: 

- pound net fishing should be limited to 3 nets/man in L. Erie 
February 29, 1890: 

- description of Campbell's sawmill, Progreston, Wentworth County, 
on 12 Mile Creek 



February 27, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 100 yd seine in N. River, etc. 

(2) to spear pike, bass and herring in open B. Bay and Dundas Marsh 

from Nov. 1/89 to Apr. 15/90 

Page 783: license returns, February 1890 

Pages 785-6: travel log and expenses, Jan. 1 - Feb. "31", 1890 
March 7, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a double, and a single headed pound net in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish (2) whitefish seines (120 yds and 250 yds) in L. Ont., etc., 

changing them to herring seines when required 

March 12, 1890: 

- seizure of 500 yds pike gill net in B. Bay, containing a few bass and perch 

- ice "rotten" in B. Bay 

- application for boat license to fish 10,000 yds cisco herring gill net in 
L. Ont., etc. 

March 14, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish (3) pound nets (both single and double heads) in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) boat licenses to fish 1200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to spear pike, bass and herring in B. Bay and Dundas Marsh, etc. 

March 20, 1890: 

5-6 seines fishing in Grand River, between the feeder at Dunville and 
Pt. Maitland, presumably catching a large no. of fish, especially 
pickerel, bass, etc. 

- (2/3 of fish caught are pickerel, bass) 

- recommendation that all seine hauling be stopped in the Grand River 
March 24, 1890: application for 2 licenses to seine in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 816: license returns, March, 1890 

Pages 817-818: travel log and expenses, March 1-31/90 
April 2, 1890: 

- seizure of 75 yds pike gill net in B. Bay 
April 3, 1890: 

- F. Kerr opposed to any pound net increase in L. Erie 

April 4, 1890: fike nets set in Chipewa Creek; nothing more than catfish 
in creek 

April 7, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yrds cisco herring net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) - (16) to spear pike, etc. in B. Bay, etc. 

April 9, 1890: 

- whitefish caught in Bolton Ditch during close season 

- Chipewa Creek and its tributaries mainly "composed of" suckers and catfish 



April 8, 1890: 

- seizure of about 300 yds new pike gill net in B. Bay 

- B. Bay waters swarming with pike, F. Kerr had never seen them so 
numerous (probably due to no spearing (muddy waters)) 

April 14, 1890: 

seizure of 100 yds pike gill net in B. Bay, etc. 

- seizure of 300 yds pike gill net in Brant's Pond 
April 21, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a seine in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish a dipnet in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) same 

(4) (5) (6) to spear in B. Bay 
April 21, 1890: 

- seizure of 1200 yds pike gill net in Brant's Pond and B. Bay 
April 25, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 2000 yds sturgeon, pickerel and herring gill net in L. Erie, etc 

(2) to fish 2 seines in L. Erie, etc. 

(3) to fish a small seine and a number of night lines in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 855: license return, April 1890 

Pages 858-859: travel log and expenses, April 1-30, 1890 
April 5, 1890: 

- spring run of fish over, never seen so many 
May 5, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 10,000 yds cisco herring, s. trout and whitefish 
fill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 3500 yds whitefish, herring cisco's gill net 
in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring cisco gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(4) " " " " 5000 yds herring cisco, sturgeon gill net 

in L. Ont., etc. 

(5) same 

(6) boat license to fish 4000 yds whitefish, herring cisco gill nets in 
L. Ont. 

(7) boat license to fish 5000 yds whitefish, herring cisco and s. trout 
gill nets in L. Ont., etc. 

(8) boat license to fish 3000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(9) " " " " 4000 yds " " " " " " " 

(10) to fish sturgeon night lines in N. River, etc. 



May 22, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 200 yds seine in N. River, etc. 

(2) to seine in N. River 

(3) to fish 3000 yds sturgeon and herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

May 22, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) to fish one dip net in L. Ont., etc. 

(3) to fish 45 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(4) to fish 50 yds " " " " ” " " 

(5) same 
May 24, 1890: 

- large nos. of small s. trout still being caught, h~2 lbs, in L. Huron, 

G. Bay and are shipped from Wiarton, Meaford and Collingwood 

- s. trout caught in proper size meshes 

- L. Ont. s. trout on the increase due to fishermen's strict observance 
of close season 

June 4, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a seine in L. Ont., etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring cisco gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

Page 880: license return, May 1890 

Pages 881-882: travel log and expenses. May 1-31/90 
June 23, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a seine in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(3) - (6) same 

(7) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

- large nos. of small herring and other fish caught in L. Erie pound nets 
(Low Banks) 

Page 890: license return, June 1890 

Pages 891-892: travel log and expenses June 1-30, 1890 
July 2, 1890: 

large no. of splendid whitefish caught on B. Beach present month 

- particular attention given to net sizes, strict enforcement 
July 7, 1890: payments for boat licenses, Niagara 

Page 899: license returns, June 1890 
July 23, 1890: 

- ciscos spawn in December or January, therefore close season should be then 



August 7, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 240 yds whitefish seine in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) to fish a short herring seine, Humberstone township 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie 
Pages 906-907: travel log and expenses, July 1-31, 1890 

August 13, 1890: 

- Habits of ciscos: 

- appearance like that of young whitefish 

- difference in shape of mouth, flesh turgor 

- softness of cisco flesh makes it difficult to keep them for any 
length of time during hot weather 

- frequent same feeding grounds as whitefish, keeping in very deep water, 
slowly moving from one locality to another, rarely coming inshore 
(migrations caused by changing in feeding, breeding grounds) 

- Breeding season: 

- difficult to tell when ciscos spawn, owing to the great depth of water 

- some fishermen insist they breed year round, or twice/year 

- an experienced B. Beach fisherman says ciscos spawn in December and 
January (which is "in harmony with the laws of nature governing the 
breeding periods of the whitefish family.") 

- during Christmas markets are glutted with ciscos, especially smoked, 
caught with gill nets 

- suggestion that something be done to prevent the destruction of ciscos 

- close season should be in January or February when fish are in 
prime condition 

- have seen the sides and bottom of boats covered with spawn when coming 
ashore to unload, in Jan. and Feb. 

- whitefish spawn from November to January 

Mesh Size: 

said that large meshes (3%-3.3/4" ext. m.) are responsible for the 
depletion of ciscos as the largest fish (only) - the "Bacellors"? 'A 
are caught yf( '" 

- others claim the mesh should be as small as 2.3/8" ext. m. 

(Price of ciscos caught with 2'i” nets $1.25/10 fish 
" " " " " 3" " $2.50/10 

" " " " " 3!5" " $3.50/10 

" " " " " 3/3/4" $4.50/10 

- 3.3/4" mesh objectionable as small s. trout might be caught, therefore 
nets should be 3"-3V ext. m. 


close season should be from Jan. 1-31. 



August 23, 1890: application for boat licenses to fish 4000 yds 
herring gill net in L. Ont., etc. 

August 28, 1890: 

no. of small sized whitefish gill nets fished in Frenchman's Bay, 

L. Ont., said to be 3 ! s" mesh and catching many small whitefish 

August 29, 1890: 

-i great amount of angling, trolling for bass done at town of Niagara, 
at the mouth of N. River and L. Ont., by American tourists 

- bass are almost entirely on the U.S. side, opposite the U.S. fort, 
but landed on Canadian side 

- very few bass caught in machines at Queenston, as the fish only appears 
there to spawn, during close season 

- several seine licenses at Ft. Erie, but no bass caught for several years 
due to the pollution in the water of the river, thanks to Buffalo 

- Buffalo's dumping of garbage etc. has almost depleted said fishery 

- enormous amount of bass caught by anglers at other bass fisheries 
(20, 30, 40 mile Creeks, Credit River, tributary creeks of L. Ong.) 
present season, a large increase over 1889; some weighing 6+ lbs; 

no exporting of bass from said fisheries due to the good home market. 

- Buffalo Fish Companies "are always ready to purchase any kind of fish 
at almost any price if so required, from a s. trout to a bullhead" 

- presumably large nos. bass caught by seines in the Grand River between 
the Dunville dam and Pt. Maitland 

- F. Kerr recommends all exportation of bass to the U.S. be prohibited, 
thus preserving the bass fishery in general 

Page 930: license returns, August 1890 

Pages 931-932: travel log and expenses, Aug. 1-31, 1890 

September 4, 1890: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 10,000 yds whitefish, sturgeon, herring and pickerel 
gill net in L. Erie, etc. 

(2) (3) to fish 4000 yds herring and pickerel gill net in L. Erie, etc. 
September 5, 1890: 

fish in L. Erie presently in very deep water 

September 6, 1890: application for boat license to fish 2000 yds herring 
gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

- payment for licenses 

September 1890: 

(page 944) 

- Kerr instructed to ascertain and report as to the best possible method 
of raising the standard of fresh water herring in Ontario for the 
purpose of exporting them. 

September 11, 1890: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 4000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish 5000 yds herring, cisco, whitefish gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

- payment for licenses 



September 15, 1890: 

- license payments 

September 18, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 4000 yds herring and pickerel gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

September 22, 1890: 

- reference to the report of illegal fishing at T. Island during the 
past fishing season 

- small white fish were being caught at T. Island 
September 26, 1890: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 5000 yds s. trout, whitefish and herring gill net in L. Ont. etc 

(2) to fish 5000 yds sturgeon and herring gill net in L. Ont. 

license payments 

September 29, 1890: 

a "schedule" of the rivers in Hamilton Division, those running into the 
U.S.A., and locations of saw mills, provisions made by the mill owners 
to keep sawdust and mill rubbish out of said rivers and creeks 

(1) Campbell's Mill, Progreston 

on 12 Mile Creek 

built over creek with good floor, run by steam 
sawdust carted away every 2 hours 

- below mill, large numbers of speckled trout were caught by 
anglers during the fishing season 

(2) Mrs. Baker's Mill, Bakerville 

on a creek tributary to 12 Mile Creek 

- run by steam 

- All other sawmills in this area have been removed 
sawdust piled up some distance from stream banks 

- no sawmills on Canadian side of N. River 

- sawmills at Tonawanda, N.Y., counted as "the largest lumbering town in 
America", large wooden pipes carry sawdust to a "press-king" room pressed 
into bales 

at Jackson's Mile, a short distance from N. River on Tonawanda Creek, 
sawdust is freely allowed to escape into the water, is deliberately piled 
partially in the Creek. 

- U.S. authorities "don't" allow mills to deposit sawdust, etc. in waterways 
Page 975: license return, September 1890 

Pages 976-977: travel log and expenses. Sept. 1-30, 1890 
October 4, 1890: application for boat licenses: 

(1) to fish 5000 yds cisco and herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish 4000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) to fish 4000 yds herring and sturgeon gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(4) (5) same 



October 4, 1890: 

application for license to fish 2500 yds seine in N. River, etc. 

October 6, 1890: 

- licensed fishermen stretch their seines along bars, weeds in Grand River, 
drive the fish from low water into the nets 

Kerr doesn't agree with such a scheme 

- fish enter small caves and little bays in G. River during spawning, 
generally stay around for a long time after the young fry appear, 
naturally for their protection 

- seen sunfish, bass, etc. keeping watch, driving other fish away, 
keeping guard over their young 

- nets set with one end attached to shore at the mouth of a cave or small 
bay, in half moon circle with a rope attached to the outside end, to the 
Brail, fish crowded within reach of net, net is pulled around to shore, 
hauled in usual manner, everything "in the shape of fish" is caught 

has tendency to destroy large numbers of small and young fish such as 
pike, bass, pickerel 

- seine fished in such a manner is "far worse" than any gill net 

a Caledonian and a York sawmill make no effort to properly dispose of 
their sawdust but allow it into the Grand River 

- report on herring: 

- very little salting or curing of fresh water herring done in late years 

- most Great Lake herring shipped to U.S., fresh or frozen 

- in L. Erie most herring taken from pound nets by tugs, taken to the 

U.S. side, although some caught at certain times of the year are 
inferior and small 

- methods of salting and curing 

- quality of fish depends on the condition of water and type of net 

- fish don't preserve as well when taken from warm water, spoil in 

nets in warm water 

- type of barrels used in shipping 

October 14, 1890: 

- usual application for permission to allow B. Beach fishermen to spear herring, 
pike and bass in open B. Beach and D. Marsh (Herring: Nov. 1-Dec.10; 

pike and bass: ice formation until April 1, 1891). 


END OF BOOK NO. 15 



BOOK NO. 16 


three clippings inside front cover: 

(1) "Notice to Fishermen" - issuing of usual licenses for spearing 

(2) "Spearing Fish in Hamilton Bay" - spearing licenses 

(3) "Why the Shad Die in Lake -" - periodical plague affecting young shad 

put in L. Ont. some years previously. Seth i@veeru/first started yj 

propagation of salt water shad in lakes in N.Y., failed with the /.— 

process. When shad grow to 5-6" long they spawn and die. 

Pages B-Z: license returns for 1890-92, spearing licenses, fines 

October, 1890: 

- January is best time of year for cisco close season (Bronte) 

- nets are sometimes out 15 days-month, therefore great loss of fish 
(approx. 3-5000 fish spoiled in a 10,000 fish haul) 

- good fishermen lift their nets every 5-8 days, fish in good condition 

- few ciscos caught at Bronte in summer, of those 2/3 thrown away 

- ciscos move away from Bronte in late spring, return again in fall 

- Kerr doesn't agree that ciscos spawn all year round as it goes against 
laws governing the nature of fish 

- ciscos "handlers" say ciscos in prime spawning condition in January, 
February; ciscos move from centre of lake, collect in large numbers for 
the purpose of spawning 

- largest hauls made in January, February 

- spawn or eggs can be observed "litterally running away from the fish" 

- summer cisco fishing is light because fish are scattered 

- enlarging cisco gill nets to 3-3%" mesh would prove great injury to 
fishermen (loss of nets, etc.) 

- Kerr recommends nets' mesh to be 2.3/8"-3%" 

- a few years previously, a 500 yd net would catch 1500-2000 fish - 
now it takes at least a 2000 yd net to catch that many 

October 22, 1890: application for (2) boat licenses to fish 5000 herring, 
pickerel and sturgeon gill nets in L. Erie, etc. 

October 29, 1890: 

- elaborate (repeated) report on cisco close season, etc. at Bronte 

- about Dec. 15 ciscos begin gradually to move from the centre of the 
lake, naturally crowd together 

Page 26: license returns, October 1890 

Pages 27-28: travel log and expenses, Oct. 1-30, 1890 

November 3, 1890: 

ciscos begin spawning about Dec. 20, end early Feb. 



November 4, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring and cisco gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) same 2000 yds 

(3) to fish herring, whitefish, s. trout gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(4) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. 

November 19, 1890: report on American's fishing in Canadian waters 
November 20,1890: application for licenses 

(1) to fish 5000 yds herring cisco gill net in L. Ont. 

(2) (3) same 

(4) to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

November 21, 1890: application for (6) licenses to fish herring gill nets 
in L. Ont. etc. 

November 26, 1890: 

- very extensive gill netting carried on in L. Erie, present season 
November 29, 1890: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring ciscos gill net in L. Ont. 

(2) (3) same 

(4) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(5) " " 800 yds " " " " " " " 

(6) boat license to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. 

Page 63: license return, November 1890 

Pages 65-66: travel log and expenses, Nov. 1-30, 1890 
December, 1890 (Page 73): 

- Cayuga Overseer's annual report of his division, the Grand River, 

Haldimand County, (Dec. 1890). 

- large increase of fishes in Grand River due to strict adherence of 
fishery laws, etc. 

- large increase of bass over previous year, anglers were lucky, hook and 
line fishermen satisfied 

- large increase of pickerel, great number caught between Dunville and the 
York Dam, some very large 

- large no. of pike, suckers and mullet caught in spring, a large run 
occurring much earlier than usual due to the peculiar spring (river 
did not freeze for very long, high water afterwards), a lot of illegal 
fishing done then 

- sawmill report, etc. (see Oct. 6, 1890) 

- Dunville fishway is efficient, in good working order 

- proposed fishways for Caledonia, York will increase the number of fish 
to that of years gone by 

December 24, 1890: application for (9) spearing licenses etc. for B. Bay 
memo of fines imposed for illegalities 



Pages 79-81: Cayuga Overseer's travel log and expenses 

December 29, 1890: 

- annual report and statistics of the Hamilton Division, Brant House, 
Burlington, L. Ont. to Grand River, L. Erie, as well as other Divisions, 
to Lothwell Point, etc. 

- herring: usual amount of blueback herring caught during past year; 
shore fishing in Hamilton Div. poor due to adverse, easterly winds; 
good fishing done from 2-4 miles out ... where splendid catches were 
made; enormous hauls (30 barrels/lift) made at Pt. Maitland,. L. Erie, 
thus black herring take generally satisfactory 

- cisco herring: on the decrease - less than half of last year's total 
was caught present year; cisco fishing a complete failure at fisheries, 

j especially at Niagara where in former years the best catches were made 

on L. Ont.(last year 700-2000 large ciscos/lift); present year 30-150 large 
ciscos/lift) with large "mesh; quite a number caught at Pt. Dalhousie - 
small ones; catch was short on B. Beach and small compared to previous 
year; sudden decrease due to peculiar winter, fish returning to deep 
water from shore much sooner than usual, overfishing 

- whitefish, s. trout: difficult to tell present situation as little 
fishing being done; have not increased; appeared at B. Beach in June and 
July; adverse winds caused them to disappear; large no. of s. trout caught 
at Winona, Grimsby were of splendid size; fishing at Low Banks, L. Erie 
was good while whitefish run lasted 

sturgeon: not as plentiful as previous year, at Niagara due to adverse 
winds and stormy weather; Ridgeway pound net fisherman states he had 
never caught so many and such large sturgeon as in last season 

- perch and rough fish: very plentiful, large size, some weighing 3 lbs; 
well sought after; taking place of fresh ciscos to certain extent in summer 

- increase in herring and sturgeon, decrease in whitefish and s. trout in 
southern portion of Hamilton Div. of L. Erie; no more Americans fishing here 

1 - fishing at Ft. Erie, mouth of the Niagara River was better than previous year 

- angling in Grand River, between Pt. Maitland and Dunville was good; 
fine strings of pickerel and bass caught throughout summer 

- sawmills obeying rules re sawdust and rubbish 

- only illegal fishing was the setting of pike gill nets in B. Bay in 
early spring 

January 5, 1891: 

- report that spearing bass in Grand River would injure the bass fisheries 

- principle fish speared are pike, sunfish and mudcat 

- bass generally speared by Jack light in the early part of April when 
ice disappears 

- report that very few bass of any kind are speared in B. Bay, mostly pike 

- sometimes in late March a number of speckled, green and rock bass are 
caught ... seldom any black bass 

black bass stays in deep water in winter, generally works inwards in 
the spring to spawn 



January 5, 1891: 

- believes the most harm to black bass fisheries done by trollers who 
catch them by tiie thousands in the summer, but are worth very little 
compared to present time 

- some winters no black bass caught at all 
Page 96: license return, December 1890 

Pages 97-98: travel log and expenses Dec. 1-31, 1890 
January 9, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 1000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) —(22) to spear pike and bass in B. Bay etc. 

January 14, 1891: application for (19) licenses to spear pike and bass 
in B. Bay and Dundas March, etc. 

January 24, 1891: no further spearing be allowed in B. Bay or D. Marsh says Ottaw 
at present, close to 70 fishing huts on the Bay 

- spearing is great benefit to B. Beach fishermen, especially at present 
season when no other fish can be caught 

- spearing through B. Bay ice doesn't materially affect the bass fisheries 
as few are caught, mostly pike, sunfish and catfish 

Kerr recommends that the spearing of pike and bass be continued 

January 26, 1891: application for seine hauling grounds in L. Erie, Grand River 

Page 121: license return, January 1891 

Pages 122-123: travel log and expenses, Jan. 1-31, 1891 

February 4, 1891: application for license to fish three single head pound 
nets in L. Erie, etc. 

Pages 130-131: spearing license return, Jan. 1891 

February 7, 1891: application for license to fish three single head pound nets 
in L. Erie 

February 9, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) to seine in the Grand River, etc. 

(2) - (63) to spear pike, bass in B. Bay and Dundas Marsh, etc. 

February 23, 1891: application for license to fish two machines in N. River, etc. 
Page 144: license return, Feb. 1891 

March 6, 1891: application for license to fish three pounds in L. Erie, etc. 

Pages 148-149: travel log and expenses, Feb. 1-28, 1891 

March 9, 1891: application for (7) licenses to fish seines in the Grand River, etc. 
March 13, 1891: 

- sturgeon nearly all caught by night lines at Niagara in April and May, 

Sept, and Oct., the largest are caught in the fall when they spawn 

March 19, 1891: 

- new B. Bay, D. Marsh spearing licenses issued to spear pike only , no bass, 
until April 15, 1891 



March 19, 1891: 

pike spearing only lasts from 5-10 days when they swim into shallow 
waters to spawn 

- report of large no. of small black bass being caught in 20 Mile Creek by 
drawing a seine under the ice 

- trap net fished in Big Forks Creek 

March 23, 1891: seizure of a 100 yd gill net in channel connecting Kerr's Pond 
and B. Bay, containing one pike and several bass 

March 28, 1891: 

- Marshville sawmill allowing sawdust in creek 
March 30, 1891: 

- further report on Marshville sawmills 

- Kerr found a large amount of sawdust and mill refuse falling into said 
stream (Mill's Creek, tributary to the Chipewa) 

- seizure of 400 yds pike gill net in B. Bay, etc. containing a pike 
March 1, 1891: 

- for some years past, Marshville sawmill dumping dust and rubbish in 
Mill Creek, destroying fish, impeding drainage 

March 31, 1891: application for licenses 

(1) to fish a small seine at 20 Mile Creek, L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish a dip net in the Welland Canal, etc. 

(3) same 

- payment 

Page 173: license returns, March 1891 

Pages 174-175: travel log and expenses, March 1-31, 1891 
April 6, 1891: 

- seizure of two pike gill nets in deep water in B. Bay containing a no. 
of pike and speckled bass 

April 7, 1891: 

- seizure of 30 yd gill net in 16 Mile Pond, near Pt. Dalhousie 

- report of seine fishing in Martingale (or 12 Mile) Creek catching 
large no. of pike, pickerel and bass in early April 

April 9, 1891: 

seizure of 3 pike gill nets in B. Bay containing pike and speckled bass 
April 16, 1891: 

- seizure of 300 yds pike gill net in B. Bay containing one pike, one bass 

- illegal spearing in Dundas March 
April 20, 1891: 

- Kerr meets man "well acquainted" with carp ponds, says carp thrive and 
grow well - up to 10 lbs in a few years 



April 20, 1891: 

- Fenwick man has approx. 10,000 carp of different species: 

(1) German carp, (1) ? (3) Striped 

- reference to illegal fishing in Kerr's Pond etc. 

- ponds are best breeding places for fish such as pike, pickerel, perch 

and bass; recently swarming with fish 

April 27, 1891: 

- seizure of 300 yds pike gill net in B. Bay, etc. 

- pike, bass appear to be plentiful in B. Bay present spring 
fish are "jumping and playing" in evening and at night 

April 29, 1891: 

- application for license to fish 250 yd seine in L. Ont. etc. 

April 27, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 250 yds seine in L. Erie etc. 

(2) to fish 150 yds herring gill nets in L. Erie etc. 

(3) -(6) same 
April 29, 1891: 

- speckled bass sold with sunfish in Hamilton Market seized 
Pages 212-213: travel log and expenses April 1-30, 1891 

Page 214: license return April 1891 
May 11, 1891: 

International Bridge fishermen catching large quantities of fish (bass), 
shipping them to U.S. 

May 13, 1891: 

- good quantity of bass being caught with hooks and lines at dam in 

Caledonia 

- application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 250 yd seine in L. Erie etc. 

(2) to fish a small seine in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) same 

(4) to fish a dip net in Welland Canal etc. 

May 22, 1891: application for licenses: 

- (i) to fish a seine in N. River etc. 

(2) to fish a seine in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 2000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

May 30, 1891: application for (2) licenses to fish 200 yd seines in N. River etc. 
Page 241: license return May 1891 
June 10, 1891: 

- seizure of spears from fishermen on the north shore of B. Bay 



June 15, 1891: 

report on the large exportation of freshwater fish, especially 
s. trout, whitefish, to U.S. 

- Buffalo Fish Co. seems to be "in control" of Canadian fisheries 

- Canadians satisfied with lake herring on the breakfast table while 
Americans must have whitefish, s. trout 

Page 253: license return May 1891 

Pages 254-255: travel log and expenses May 1-31, 1891 

June 29, 1891: application for (3) licenses to fish herring gill nets in L. Ont., 
L. Erie etc. 

Page 260: license return June 1891 

Pages 261-262: travel log and expenses June 1-30, 1891 

July 6, 1891: seems to be great desire to raise speckled trout in Hamilton 
Division lately 

- sp. trout raising proved to be great success to those men who have a 
fresh good spring of water 

July 14, 1891: application for (6) licenses to fish herring gill nets in 
L. Erie, etc. 

Page 276: "How to construct Hockins Fishway in a Dam", with reference to 
location, frame, floor, partitions, ballast, size 

Page 284: license returns July 1891 

Pages 286-287: travel log and expenses July 1-31, 1891 
Pages 290: continued 

August 8, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 250 yds whitefish seine in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

(4) same 
August 10, 1891: 

found over 100 lbs small s. trout (h - ^ lb) at a fishing station at 
L. Huron, unfit for food, threw them away 

- large nos. of young fish being caught, apparently in the teeth of the 
regulated size mesh 

- often hauls of s. trout at Grimsby, Winona, L. Ont. contain 50-100 fish 
in 6" gill nets 

- never observed young salmon trout caught by the teeth, but one caught 
by teeth weighing 10 lbs 

- small mesh gill nets in L. Huron explicitly set to catch small fish 

gill nets set on shoals or in shallow waters June to August as the young 
fish frequent these areas then 

August 29, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring and pickerel gill net in L.Erie etc 



August 29, 1891: 

(4) to fish a seine in L. Ont. etc. 

Pages 313-314: travel log and expenses Aug. 1-31, 1891 
Pages 315: license returns August 1891 

Page 319: "Schedule of Pound Net Licenses, used in L. Erie" in Norfolk, 

Elgin and Kent, and Essex Divisions, includes names and no. of nets 

September 11, 1891: 

- application for a boat license to fish 5000 yds of herring and sturgeon 
gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

September 14, 1891: 

- application on behalf of B. Beach fishermen for permission to fish for 
herring with gill nets on shore fishing grounds (B. Beach fisheries) 

size of fishing lots were reduced at B. Beach in 1889 in order to give 
all fishermen a lot (reduced size: 800' w.) 

Page 326, September 1891: 

- report of inspection made of L. Erie pound net fisheries between 
Pt. Maitland .and Colchester (i.e. who owns what, licenses, etc., 
stations including Crawford's, Selkirk, Nanticoke, Port Dover, 

Port Rowan, Clear Creek, Port Burwell, Rondeau) 

- Crawford's fishery is about 4 miles west of Port Maitland 

Selkirk Station: large size herring was plentiful, pickerel fishing good 
but small, sturgeon scarce since June 1891 

- Nanticoke Station: large quantity of herring of a good size caught with 
four nets, pickerel plenty but small, a few sturgeon but scarce since June 

- Port Dover: all kinds of fish scarce at this station, fishing poor 
since early June 

- Port Rowan: an extensive gill net and seine fishery; enormous quantities of 
sturgeon, pickerel and bass caught by Long Point Co.; Americans extensively 
gillnetting off Long Point; in Long Pt. Bay there are great quantities of 
bass, pickerel taken by seines in spring (one man caught $400 worth in 

two weeks) 

- Clear Creek: herring plentiful, large quantities of small (h lbs) 
blue pickerel taken; good run of sturgeon during May, June, scarce 
since; no fish in gill nets when lifted for examination; no fish floating 
on water as sometimes reported; large quantity of good size herring, 

a no. of small blue pickerel in pot when lifted for examination; 
leads are 6" mesh, tunnels are 4" and 5" "pots inch" (if the mesh in 
the pots were any larger the fish would gell and rot in a few days 

- Port Burwell: large no. of herring (as much as 10 tons from 3 nets, 

12,652 lbs from 2 nets) and small blue pickerel caught with nets; 
fishermen protest sturgeon close season (all nets must be pulled up), 
not necessary since sturgeon very scarce, pound net fishing should be 
allowed from May 1 to Nov. 20. 

Port Stanley: most extensive fishery on the lake, 16 nets fished; 
fishing good - large quantities of herring, pickerel (6 tons taken in 
one lift in one net in July); fishing for herring, whitefish should be 
allowed from May l-0ct.20 as herring start to spawn around Oct.20; 
whitefish can be held in nets for a 2-week close season, sold in the 
new season. 



Page 326, September 1891 contd... 


Rondeau: amount of whitefish caught decreased in last 2 years, 

fisherman states he caught one ton/lift several times during the 

past year; herring and pickerel plentiful; sturgeon scarce; great 

deal of whitefish caught after close season; illegal fishing with 

gill nets and seines constantly carried out in spring, catching large nos. 

of bass, pickerel. 

- Essex County: nets more scattered, fishing good all season with large 
quantities of herring, pickerel taken; fair take of whitefish 

- in conclusion: in Lake Erie ... whitefish is on the decrease, as well 

as sturgeon, herring and pickerel caught in larger nos. than usual, suggests 
close season for herring to keep up the good catches. Herring becoming 
more of a commercial value to fishermen every year (more demand and higher 
prices) ... same with rough fish - sheepheads, mullet, suckers (sell for 
same amount); herring spawn in Nov., Dec., therefore suggestion to lift 
pound nets only between May 1 - Oct. 20 or Nov. 1. 

- mesh used in pots of pounds "could not be improved upon". 

(if the mesh was to be increased, the fish would be sure to gell ...) 

- leads to be 6" mesh, tunnel 4" and 5". 

- when fish come to an obstruction in their swimming up and down the Lake, 

they keep a few feet away, gradually follow it (the net) to the tunnel, 
to the pot. 

- fish never try to pass through the lead, no matter how big the mesh is 

suggestion of setting aside the bays and rivers on L. Erie for the 
procreation of fish 

- Bays around Long Point and Rondeau considered the breeding grounds of 

L. Erie, for bass, pickerel and sturgeon 

- schedule of pound net fishermen, no. of nets fished in L. Erie in Overseer's 

Sharp, McMichel's and Prosser’s Divisions 

- too many pound nets, especially in McMichel's Division 
September 24, 1891: 

- poor fishing for ciscos, herring on B. Beach the past two years, almost 

a total failure 

- herring fishing lasts only for about a month in the fall 

September 28, 1891: application for (2) boat licenses to fish 5000 yds 
herring gill nets in L. Ont., L. Erie, etc. 

September 25, 1891: 

mill owners at York, Caledonia at last building the proposed fishways 
October 1, 1891: repeat report of page 326 with extras) 

- Selkirk: herring fishing good early in season, not so good lately 

large freezers at Wiarton built to store fish caught by Brown and Bros, 
until higher prices appear 



Page 369: license returns, Sept. 1891 

Pages 371-372: travel log and expenses. Sept. 1-30, 1891 

October 5, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) - (5) boat licenses to fish 5000 yds s. trout, whitefish and 
herring gill net (each) in L. Ont. etc. 

(6) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

(7) (8) fine payments 
October 13, 1891: 

Black Rock, Buffalonians kill fish with dynamite on Canadian side of 
N. River, between International Bridge and Black Creek 

- dynamite extensively used on U.S. side of River during present season 
October 16, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 15,000 yds herring cisco gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) " " " " 2,000 yds " gill net in L. Ont. 

(3) " " " " 5,000 yds " whitefish, sturgeon gill net 

in L. Ont. etc. 

(4) to fish 200 yds herring gill net at B. Beach etc. 

October 29, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) " " " " 5000 yds herring, s. trout, whitefish gill net 

in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) to fish 200 yds herring gill net at B. Beach etc. 

(4) to fish 1200 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(5) to fish sturgeon lines in N. River etc. 

October 30, 1891: 

- nothing has been done with regard to the building of a fishway at Caledonia 
application for boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

Page 406: license returns October 1891 

Pages 407-408: travel log and expenses October 1891 

November 4, 1891: 

- application on behalf of B. Bay vicinity residents for permission to spear 

herring, pike and bass in open B. Bay and D. Marsh 

spearing for herring by Jack Light: Nov. 18-Dec.10. 

- ice spearing: Jan. 1-March 1, 1892 
Page 417, November 1891: 

- pickerel and bass extensively fished for during close season in Overseer 

Sharp's Division, shipped to States 

bass exported throughout the year 

- Elgin, Kent Divisions (0. McMichel): illegal fishing constantly carried 

on with gill nets and seines during the various close seasons 

November 14, 1891: application for licenses: 

(1) - (10) boat license to fish 5000 yds s. trout, whitefish and 
herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 



November 14, 1891: 

(11) boat license to fish 10,000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

— (12) to fish a machine in N. River etc. 

(13) to fish 250 yd seine in N. River 
November 25, 1891: 

- seizure of 4 pounds, 1 box whitefish at Cayuga, 200 lbs s. trout 
Page 434: license returns November 1891 

Pages 437-438: travel log and expenses Nov. 1-30, 1891 
December 5, 1891: 

- applications for (5) licenses to fish 200-5000 yds herring gill net 
in L. Ont. etc. 

December 10, 1891: 

- report of illegal selling of whitefish at Cayuga 

- numbers of pound nets licensed, number fished at Deal Town, Point Pelee 

- close season for whitefish, herring made uniform 

- list of Pt. Pelee pound net fishermen and location of their fisheries; 
pounds set 3 in a string but not connected 

fishermen in Prosser's division report herring spawned Nov. 13-20 this fall 
December 14, 1891: 

- seizure of about 500 yds of nets containing pike and herring that 
were found in B. Bay 

December 21, 1891: __„ 

- annual report and statistics of Hamilton Division, Brant House, B. Beach, 

L. Ont. to Low Banks, L. Erie, including N. Riveir 

- herring - usual amount of blueback herring caught, enormous hauls made in 
L. Ont. west of Port Dalhousie 

- best catch in years at B. Beach, run starting about October 1 and 
ran for 6+ weeks 

'< - herring did not appear in any number at Niagara 

- Cisco herring: 

fishing for ciscos not improved since previous year 

- few caught until late fall 

- totally disappeared from Niagara where they used to be so plentiful 
and large 

- large mesh (4") succeeded in catching off the "Breeders", which continued 
the species when the 2?5-2.3/4" mesh was used 

- ciscos spawn in January 

- some good hauls made in November at Pt. Dalhousie 

- Whitefish, s. trout: 

- not much improvement over last year 

- some appeared on B. Beach for short time - some splendid ones were caught 

capital takes at Winona and Grimsby ... of large sized s. trout which 
appears to be on the increase 



December 21, 1891: 

- Sturgeon: 

- fishing at the mouth of the Niagara River and vicinity not as good 
as previous year 

- some uncommonly large ones were caught at N. River 

- at Ridgeway, man caught 100 large sturgeon in one lift, in his pound nets 

- sturgeon at the mouth of the river at Ft. Erie has totally disappeared, 
due to pollution from Buffalo 

- Perch, Roughfish: 

- very plentiful during the whole season, especially perch, which are 
caught by the thousands, large size, by anglers 

- large increase due to the fact that freshwater shad has taken the place 
of perch as food for predator fish 

- Fishways: 

- two constructed (Caledonia and York) in Grand River 
report on illegal fishing 

Pages 476-477: travel log and expenses Dec. 1-31, 1891 
Page 478: license returns December 1891 

January 13, 1892: application for boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net 
in L. Ont. 

January 16, 1892: 

- spearing in B. Bay prohibited, fishermen threaten to set up houses on 
the ice and fish hooks, lines and grapnel hooks 

- against fishery law to fish with grapnel hooks - too "barbarous" 

January 25, 1892: 

- Grand River seine fishermen (who fish below the dam at Dunville) ask 
permission to export their fish to the U.S. 

- application for (2) licenses to fish 3 pound nets each in L. Erie, etc. 

Page 501: license returns January 1892 

Pages 502-3: travel log and expenses January 1892 
February 4, 1892: 

- lengthy report of illegal whitefish fishing, fishermen's arguments with 
each other, Prosser, McMichael 

February 8, 1892: 

- close season for sturgeon: May 15 - July 15 

- herring scarce at certain Ridgeway fishery 
February 22, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a small seine in L. Ont. 

(2) to fish 250 yd seine in L. Erie 

- large nos. of pickerel, pike and bass speared at Burks Falls, Muskoka 
and shipped to Toronto and Hamilton 



Pages 530-531: travel log and expenses, February 1892 
Page 533: license return February 1892 
March 11, 1892: 

- Overseer Prosser, Pt. Pelee, showing favouritism re the fishing 
of double header pound nets 

- series of charges and testimonies re Overseers Prosser, McMichael 

a few years ago 30-40 bass could be caught a day by angling and 
trolling at Rondeau 

- gill, fike and hoop nets set across all mouths of streams in spring, 
regardless of close seasons - a few years ago large nos. of fish caught 
now 6 is considered a big day's work 

- the Rondeau was splendid angling ground, now due to constant netting 
the Bay has become completely depleted 

- 6-7 barrels of bass, pickerel, pike, maskinonge taken out at a time, 
illegally, from the Rondeau 

- great decrease in bass, pike and maskinonge due to hoop nets set across 
stream mouths, preventing them from spawning 

Page 561, March 1892: list of charges of neglect of duty etc. against 
Overseers Prosser, McMichael 

March 21, 1892: application for license to fish a single head pound net 
in L. Erie etc. 

- "strong feeling at the meeting (?) of endeavouring to stock the Bay (B) 
with pickerel fry" 

March 22, 1892: application for license to fish 2 single headed pounds 
in L. Erie etc. 

Page 582-583: travel log and expenses March 1-31, 1892 
April 11, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 3 single headed pound nets in L. Erie etc. 

(2) to fish 200 yds seine in N. River 

(3) to fish a small seine in L. Ont. 

(4) to fish a dip net in L. Ont. 

Kerr's comments, opinions, etc. regarding applicants for L. Erie pound 
nets (Essex County) (49 names, briefs) 

April 12, 1892: 

- Kerr's comments, opinions etc. regarding applicants for L. Erie pound 
nets (Elgin and Kent Divisions) (39 names etc.) 

April 13, 1892: 

- dam being built across Big Creek, preventing fish from ascending 
April 8, 1892: 

- seizure of a small gill net in B. Bay 

- seizure of about 500 yds gill net in B. Bay 



April 18, 1892: 

complaint received of no. of seines, dipnets constantly being fished 
in the neighbourhood of Pt. Robinson (Chipewa Creek?) 

- Kerr inspected Chipewa, found no nets other than at Welland (town), 
where boys were fishing a dipnet, had a no. of pickerel 

- plenty of bass, pickerel and maskinonge caught by anglers and trollers 
in said Creek (as many as 40 bass in one day) 

- fish have greatly increased in the last few years in C. Creek, due to 
prohibition of seining at the mouth of the Creek and to the disappearance 
of catfish and bullheads which destroyed the spawn of all other fish 

- Chipewa Creek great for the procreation of fish, tributary of the 
Niagara River 

„ - dip nets may be fished during the run of suckers, mullet in spring 

- seine hauling objectionable in said creek during bass and pickerel 
spawning seasons 

April 21, 1892: 

- Big Creek empties into L. Erie, near Pt. Royal 

- dam in Big Creek bars the passage of fish ascending to spawn 

- Big Creek Marsh Co. built the dam in order to raise the water level in 

the marsh to bring in ducks 

April 25, 1892: 

- caught fisherman spearing in B. Bay, had caught some eels and catfish 
seizure of a 200 yd net found illegally fishing in Brant's Pond etc. 
application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 200 yds seine in N. River etc. 

(2) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

- fines 


Page 640: license returns April 1892 
April 30, 1892: 

- seizure of about 500 yds nets containing fish in B. Bay 
Pages 645-646: travel log and expenses April 1-30 1892 

May 6, 1892: 

- no close season for sturgeon 

May 16, 1892: application for (18) pound net licenses to fish in L. Erie etc. 
May 18, 1892: 

- account of the seizure of a quantity of pickerel found in the possession 
of a Colchester man during close season 

- pickerel seized of a poor species called saggers do not grow very large, 
are not as fine a fish as the yellow or sand pickerel 




May 18, 1892: 

considered a nuisance, by pound net fishermen; Detroit River, at certain 
seasons of the year, fairly swarming with inferior pickerel, large hauls 
made, bring little money 

- "never hardly reach a pound in weight" 

- application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 3 pound nets in L. Erie etc. 

(2) to fish 1 pound net on Bartain? ground 

(3) to fish 300 yds of net in L. Erie etc. 

(4) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring, sturgeon gill net in L. Erie etc. 
May 19, 1892: 

- Post and Co. control all Pelee Island fisheries 

- Pelee Island the best whitefish grounds in L. Erie, enormous amounts of 
whitefish annually caught 

- names and no. of pound net fishermen fishing at Pelee Island 
May 30, 1892: 

- reports on 13 fishermen, various "grievance rights", and claims re: 
have been disallowed the same no. of nets as the previous year, etc. 
in Elgin, Kent and Essex Divisions 

- licenses to fish pound nets amount to 100, five less than previous 
year, in said Divisions 

May 21, 1892: application for (3) licenses to fish pound nets in L. Erie etc. 

Page 687: 

- "Proposed number of pound nets to be fished in Elgin and Kent Division 
in 1892, as recommended in 1891" (names, nos.) 

Page 689: 

- "Proposed number of pound nets to be fished in Essex Division etc. 1892 
... " (names, nos.) 

May 22, 1892: 

- 107 nets fished in McMichael Division in 1891, present year 100-102 nets 
May 23, 1892: 

- seizure of 500 yds pike gill net in B. Bay 
Page 711: license returns May 1892 

Pages 713-714: travel log and expenses May 1-31, 1892 
June 2, 1892: 

- Kerr considers Davis' Dam fishway (Grand River, York County) to be most 
efficient as fish have been seen ascending the fishway 

June 3, 1892: 

- the Dam across the Big Marsh Creek, Norfolk-was built in 1889, to flood 
"the large tract of marshland" in order to breed muskrats and bring in wild 
ducks in spring and fall for the sportsmen" 

- Dam is h mile from the Lake, stream 50' wide, dam 6' high, creates a 
falls where no fish can ascend 

Kerr suggests no fishway, instead open the gates of the dam in spawning 


season 



June 4, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 250 yd seine in L. Erie etc. 

(2) same 

(3) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

(4) " " " " 4000 yds .. " " 

(5) to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

(6) same 

(7) to fish 250 yds " " " " " 

Pages 722-734: granting, rejecting, etc. of licenses 

June 15, 1892: application for license to fish a single headed pound net 
in L. Erie etc. 

June 16, 1892: 

- notification of offense (fishing gill nets too close to shore) 

June 24, 1892: application for licenses: 

_ (1) to fish 2 machines in N. River etc. 

(2) to fish a 250 yd seine in L. Erie etc. 

(3) boat license to fish 200 yds herring gill net in L. Erie 

June 27, 1892: application for license to fish one pound net in L. Erie 

Page 772: license returns June 1892 

Pages 774-5: travel log and expenses June 1892 

July 4, 1892: 

- Fisheries Dept, refuses applications in order to curtail pound net 
fishing as much as possible in Kent County 

- notification of offense (no licenses) 

July 6, 1892: 

- dipnets should only be fished in Chipewa Creek from the breaking of the 
ice in spring to the beginning of bass and pickerel close season, 
provided it is allowed in the Grand River and its tributaries as well 

- no obstructions in Chipewa Creek to prevent the finer fish from 
spawning etc. 

- Kerr surprised by the no. of fish said to be caught there 
Jdly 12, 1892: 

- Big Marsh Creek Co. agreed to keep the gateway open during the spring 
run of fish and for a short time in the fall 

July 19, 1892: application for (3) licenses to fish 4000 yds, 3000 yds 
herring, sturgeon gill nets in L. Erie etc. 

July 21, 1892: 

catch of herring ciscos has decreased in L. Ont. in the previous few years 
fish (herring cisco) are cured, smoked, sold in Toronto 
ciscos are very soft fish, easily spoiled 

large ciscos completely depleted at Niagara 
ciscos caught at Hamilton, sold to Buffalo 



July 29, 1892: 

- description of dam atjTalbotville (Turville Dam), Kettle Creek, St. Thoma 

- no pickerel have been seen or caught for 20 years 

fish caught there are principally suckers, mullet and the occasional 
small species of mud bass 

- no necessity for fishway 
August 1, 1892: 

rumour that pound net fishermen fishing nets to excess in Elgin Division 
found untrue previous month 

- Elgin fishermen had the best catch of large herring in years 

- mills in Deal Town allowing bark into the lake, ruining nets 
Page 824: license returns July 1892 

Pages 825-826: travel log and expenses July 1892 
August 6, 1892: 

- argument on whether the problem of any dead fish found should be dealt 
with by the Fisheries Dept, or the Board of Health (whether fish have 
died of natural causes, in nets, or have been thrown out of boats) 

- specific incident: Kerr deduces that dead fish found have been thrown 
out of steamers "when they were assorting them, because I made it my 
business to go out on several occasions and watch them lift and to 
ascertain the amount of dead fish in the cribs and there was none to 
signify". 

- Post and Co. have 12+ miles of the best fisheries at Pt. Pelee, L.Erie. 
August 10, 1892: 

- large freezer near Leamington doing a great deal of local trading 
August 9, 1892: 

further reference to the legalities of Pt. Pelee fisheries 

August 12, 1892: application for (2) seine licenses to fish in L. Ont. etc. 
(250 yds) 

Page 856: "schedule" of pound net fishermen in Kent Division (names, no. of 
nets), 1892. 

Page 863: list of pound net fishermen, no. of nets in Elgin Division, 1892 
August 23, 1892: further Pt. Pelee hassle 
August 27, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish a seine (250 yds) in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring sturgeon gill net in L. Ont. 

(3) to fish sturgeon lines in N. River etc. 

(4) to fish herring gill nets in L. Erie etc. 

Page 886: license return August 1892 

Pages 887-8: travel log and expenses August 1-31, 1892 

September 10, 1892: application for license to fish a pound net in L. Erie. 



September 26, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring and cisco gill nets 
in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish a machine in N. River etc. 

(3) to fish 5000 yds herring cisco gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

September 26, 1892: 

- report in reference to fines paid for fishing seines illegally at 
Turkey Point 

- sand bar divides Outer Bay from Inner Bay 
September 28, 1892: 

- spearing prohibited by law in Ontario 
Page 926: license return September 1892 

Pages 931-2: travel log and expenses September 1-30, 1892 

October 3, 1892: 2 

- gill nets should be licensed to fish a minimum of about/miles out in 
the lake, so as not to interfere with L. Erie pound nets 

- no licenses granted for gill net or seine fishing in Rondeau Bay as 
it is one of the best procreating places 

- sawmill rubbish etc. entering L. Erie at Port Alma, clogging up nets 
and causing net damage and extra hauling work 

October 8, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) " " " " " " " s. trout, whitefish gill net 

in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) to fish 4000 yds herring gill nets in L. Ont. 

( 4 ) " " 5000 " " " " " " " 

(5) same 
October 3, 1892: 

- reference to the building of a fishway at York Dam 
October 4, 1892: 

- immediate steps should be taken against Pt. Alma sawmill owners who 
permit their wastes into the water 

October 5, 1892: 

- the new Welland canal at Port Dalhousie was stocked with herring, 
pickerel and bass 

fishermen there report large daily catches made that would not have been 
otherwise unless first the fish were introduced or planted in the canal 

October 8, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) tug license to fish 15,000 yds herring and cisco gill net in L. Ont. 

(2) boat " " " 5,000 " " gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(3) " " " " 4,000 " 

(4) to fish 250 yds seine in N. River etc. 
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October 11, 1892: 

- Fred Kerr now "Fishery Officer" for all Ontario 

October 14, 1892: application for (5) licenses to fish 200, 4,000, 5,000 yds 
herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

three boat licenses to fish 5000 yds whitefish, s. trout, herring 
gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

October 15, 1892: 

- hoop nets prohibited in Ontario 
October 26, 1892: application for licenses: 

(1) boat license to fish 4000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) " " " " 5000 yds " " " " " 

(3) to fish one seine (150 yds) in N. River etc. 

(4) — C7) boat license to fish 5000 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 

October 27, 1892: 

- weather getting cool 

October 29, 1892: 

- no fishing whatsoever allowed during whitefish, s. trout close season 
November 1-30. 

Page 985: license returns October 1892 

Pages 986-7: travel log and expenses October 1892 


End of Book 16 



BOOK NO. 17 


Pages A - U: license fees (names, amount) for 1895-1896 
August 16, 1895: 

- method of fishing described as used by Americans in Canadian waters: 
fisherman obtains a boat with barrels etc. the barrels having covers 
made of wire netting or gauze "then proceeds to some quiet nook or eddy 
or near a wharf or sheltered snot and with a small scoop net provided 
with a long handle he dips it in the water where the runs are and if 

they are plentiful he soon fills his barrels." Scoop nets resemble salmon 
lifting nets ... 1' diameter, with a bag 2' deep, with small meshes ... 
sometimes it is only a cotton bag, 

- "Then again they are sometimes used a regular drag seine some ten or 15 feet 
long these are used in the same manner as a seine or drag net only on a 
smaller scale. The nets are made of cotton gauze with a very fine mesh. 

Are used in still water such as L. St. Clair or where there is no currents, et 

- none of these nets used in the vicinity of Fort Erie, due to currents, 
but Kerr is under impression they are used other places. 

- fishermen, when their barrels are full, empty them into boxes (at their 
places of business) anchored in the water, with holes covered with wire 
net, keep the fish there for customers, or ship them in the pails. 

- great nos. of fish die in these pails, especially bass, pickerel, 
fishermen confess these fish, as well as perch, don’t keep in the summertime, 
so they throw them back; Kerr says they only throw them back when they 

are already dead. 

- bait is rather scarce, not equal to the demand, always more plentiful in 
winter and spring. 

August 31, 1895: payment for angling license, fines 
Pages 9-10: travel log and expenses, August 1-31, 1895 
September 17, 1895: 

- is gill net fishing permitted in L. St. Clair? 

- Jordon fisherman fishing gill nets for perch, with 2-i" mesh 
September, 1895, page 26: 

- 25-30 tugs are stationed at Erie and Dunkirk, and are fishing gill nets 
10-12 miles out; a no. of these tugs come from the upper part of the lake - 
Cleveland, Sandusky and Toledo. 

- Ohio forbids gill nets to be fished between Aug. 1 and Sept. 18 in their 
part of the lake (Erie). 

- water very low in the south part of L. Erie at Pelee Island, 2k' lower 
than previous year, in some places only 10' deep 

- fish are more plentiful in the fall, better chances for larger hauls 

no gill net fishing done by either Americans or Canadians during July, 

August, when fishermen lose whole hauls due to drowning (warm water). 



September, 1895 (Contd...) 

- found net fishing has been exceptionally poor from Colchester to the 
west side of Ft. Pelee, including Pelee Island; some say it is due to 

the garbage dumped In by Detroit, not true says Kerr, but admits the fish 
have either decreased or are taking other routes farther out in the Lake; 
fishermen have not caught $200 worth of fish yet. 

- between Point Pelee east side, and Rondeau, there is splending fishing 
throughout the whole season, with an Increase of fish above that of years 
before ... as much as 5 tons/pound net lift. 

- from east of Morpheth, eastward along the lake, including Long Point, a 
distinct falling off of all kinds of fish during the last 3 months, in 
contrast to last year, possibly due to the temperature of the water (fish 
are keeping out in deep water, or swimming high). 

- gill net fishing at Port Dover also poor in comparison with the last 
few years 

- Americans report excellent fishing, 4-5 tons taken by a tug at a time, 
where last year it was as bad on their side as it is on Canadian side 
this year 

September 24, 1895: 

- report of Sunday fishing carried on with hooks, lines in 20 Mile Creek 

- no gill net license allowed for L. St. Clair other than for "bone fide" 
residents 

September 28, 1895: 

- limits for the protection of fish ascending the channels near 20 Mile Pond 
no nets to be fished within 100 yds of either side of the channel of the 
20 Mile Pond, must be set out in a straight line from the stakes 

Pages 40-41: travel log and expenses, September 1-30, 1895 

October 12, 1895: payment for licenses 

October 14, 1895: 

- Americans reported illegally fishing on Canadian side of N. River, 
row boats fishing hooks and lines 

fishing good on N. River, large no. of pickerel, perch being caught; 
the improvement due to the cessation of dumping, etc. at Buffalo. 

October 19, 1895: license payments, fine 

Page 55: license return, October 1895 

Pages 58-59: travel log and expenses, October 1-31, 1895 

November 9, 1895: 

- most of the angling (in the Division?) was done on the N. River, above the 

falls, and in L. Erie in the vicinity of Windmill Point and Point Abiro.. 
the catch was very good all season frJ 

November 11, 1895: 

- man interested in starting sp. trout ponds, inquiring about purchasing egg 

November 19, 1895: 

report of whitefish being sold, hidden under herring 



November 19, 1895: 

- the bait the Americans are catching "is not the young of our valuable 
fish but an inferior species, and no use for food, etc." 

- Americans catch the minnows with scoop nets, a no. of people "on the 
other side" making a fortune; they come to Canadian side when bait scarce 
on theirs. 

- no seines in N. River 
November 23, 1895: 

- application on behalf of B. Beach fishermen in order to continue spearing 
fish through the ice in B. Bay 

November 28, 1895: 

- whitefish caught at Pt. Dover, Clear Creek during close season, sent to 
Toronto Market in boxes, covered over with herring. 

December 3, 1895: 

- in building a bridge over B. Canal the material dredged for the foundation 
of the abutment was dumped into the channel 200 yds outside the piers. 

Pages 81-82: travel log and expenses 

November 30, 1895: 

licensed nets may be fished in L. Nipissing 
December 11, 1895: 

- report of American's illegally fishing trap nets in Canadian waters 
December 19, 1895: 

- trap nets being fished in N. River, between the falls and L. Ont. 
trap nets set at Miller Bend (in Niagara River above the Chipewa) 

- reference to 225 black bass seized, caught in American waters by seines 

angling and night line fishing the best, present year, in 15 years; 

as many as 500 lbs pickerel and perch taken with a rod and line in a few hours 

(presumably at N. River), many fishermen in the evenings 

Pages 98-108: license returns December 1895 (names, locations, amount) 

December 21, 1895: 

- reference to machines having bars lV apart for herring 
December 24, 1895: 

annual report and statistics for Hamilton District from Brant House, 

B. Beach to Low Banks, L. Erie, including N. River 

Herring and ciscos: 

good increase in the catch of blue back herring in the past season, 
especially in L. Ont., best in 15 years 

- from Niagara, west in Hamilton division, a marked increase of fish at 
fishing stations 

- average catch made by men who fished the whole year (Aug.-Dee.), 
long and large run 

splendid catches frequently made at different fisheries during season; 

6-8000 caught in one boat in one haul 

fish selling $l/lb. 

- no losses due to storms 



December 24, 1895 (Contd..): 

- blueback peculiarity: at time of spawning they appear in vast nos. 

at a distance outside, coming from deep water towards the shore, remaining 
in the vicinity for some weeks. After "they strike the shore" they return to 
deep water 2 miles out where they spawn. After they have spawned, large 
hauls were made on the spawning grounds (the last year the schools dispersed) 

- mesh should be min. Z-i" ex. measure 

- toward the end of each season the herring are smaller and fishermen like 
to use 2" mesh 

- L. Ont. does not have as large herring as L. Erie 

- disappearance of the valuable cisco due to the use of many sized nets 
in fishing for them (2-3.3/4") 

- as soon as large meshes were introduced ciscos decreased in nos. after a 
few enormous hauls were made, although remained good fishing for a few 
years, and then finally the fish became almost annihilated 

the use of the larger mesh also tends to catch immature whitefish 

(1 lb - 3.3/4 lb), frequently found in nets as cisco and whitefish visit 

the same grounds for the same food 

Salmon trout and whitefish : 

- quite an increase, those caught were of a splendid size and quality 

- most caught at Winona and Grimsby on the old s. trout and whitefish grounds 

- s. trout steadily increasing; whitefish at a standstill, no change 

- a few large whitefish caught occasionally by s. trout fishermen 
s. trout nets have 6" mesh 

- double last season's catch (+) caught in last half of past season 

- great no. fishing for s. trout before 
Sturgeon : 

- catch appears to be a little better than last year in some locations 

- good prices 

- one man caught 10,000 lbs in his pound nets at Ridgeway, L. Erie 

- large no. caught at mouth of N. River, L. Erie with night lines 

- at Old Niagara, L. Ont. most caufht on U.S. side, east of the mouth of 
the River, the fish generally coming to the River from that direction 

- small sturgeon caught in the River (.?), were not as actively fished for 

- fishing fair on the whole 

- caught constantly though does not appear to be diminishing 

- constantly plentiful, in good demard on U.S. side 



December 24, 1895 (Contd..) 

Perch, pickerel and roughfish 

- pickerel have been most plentiful on the N. River at Ft. Erie, thousands 
caught along the whole river from Chipewa to the mouth, with hooks and 
lines, tons caught with night lines 

some anglers caught 500 lbs cf blue and yellow pickerel in a few hours 

- most fishing done after nightfall. Bridgeburgh and Ft. Erie waterfront 
full of fishermen 

- increased appearance due to stopping of seines, prevention of the dumping 

; of garbage from Buffalo ... now they dump 7 miles out in the lake on their 
side , leaving Canadian side pure 

i - fish naturally come over to the clean side - Canadian - of the river 

j 

! - Canadian fishermen generally prefer night lines to gill nets 

j - heavy storm at end of November killed thousands and millions of bruised 
\ young 4-6" long pickerel. They must have been feeding at or near the 
\ mouth of the river when the wind caused 8-10’ waves on the lake ... same 

\ happened with catfish at B. Beach during same storm, wagon loads of fish and 

\ ice driven ashore, quite a harvest of catfish as fishermen raked them in 

from pools with ice separating the fish from the Bay. 

In General : 

- fisheries better in Hamilton Division than they have been for a long time 

- herring, s. trout, pickerel increased 

- whitefish, sturgeon, perch remained at a standstill 

- perch becoming valuable table fish, soon will require a close season 

- 44 permits issued to Americans in past year 
December 24, 1895: 

- majority of license applicants continue to fish "right along", especially 
night lines and cisco fishermen; others will not fish until spring or fall, 
though not many 

- L. Erie fishermen will fish if ice forms, otherwise they will wait 
until spring 

Page 128: license returns, January 1896 

Pages 129-130: travel log and expenses, December 1-31, 1895 
Page 134: further returns, January 1896 

January 23, 1896: application for seine hauling license to fish in L. Erie, 
at Turkey Point 

January 27, 1896: application for renewal of licenses: 

(1) (2) to fish 3 machines (total) in Niagara River 

(3) to fish night lines in Niagara River 

(4) (5) boat licenses for L. Ont. 



Page 153: further license returns, January 1896 

Pages 154-155: travel log and expenses, January 1-31, 1896 

February 6, 1896: payment for licenses 

Pages 158: license returns February 1896 

February 6, 1896: 

- up to 5000 yds herring, whitefish gill net can be fished for a 
license fee of $5. 

February 14, 1896: license payments (names, no details) 

Page 165: license returns, February 1896 
February 29, 1896: 

- seines not permitted in L. Erie (?) due to its destructiveness on young 
fish, as well as injury to mature fish 

Pages 172-173: travel log and expenses, Feb. 1-29, 1896 

Page 177: application for licenses: 

(1) to fish 5000 yds herring, whitefish gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

(2) to fish one dip net in the Welland River, etc. 

March 4, 1896: 

license granted to fish sturgeon lines, etc. in the N. River, sturgeon 
lines and gill nets in L. Erie 

March 7, 1896: 

- most fish caught at present are taken through the ice 

- fresh whitefish come from Lakes Superior and Huron 

- a little fresh herring from Georgian Bay 

- certain fish dealer buys all fish caught through the ice in L. Erie, 
such as perch, pickerel and herring 

- herring caught through ice with a gill net by one fisherman 
March 8, 1896: payment for licenses 

Page 183: license returns March 1896 

Page 187: application for (2) licenses to fish dip nets in the Welland River etc. 

Page 192: application for license to fish 100 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 

Page 193: payments for licenses already granted (for a boat license, barbed 
hooks and gill nets in N. River and L. Erie) 

Page 194: license returns March 1896 

March 17, 1896: inspection of Caldeonia dam, fish slide therein 

- previous Saturday, upon inspection, the fishway gate was closed, 
no water flowing through 

Kerr says gate should be removed at once as fish are, or are about to 
begin, spawning 

- fishway has a depth of flow of about 6", becoming much shallower 
towards the end 




Page 207: license returns March 1896 

March 26, 1896: payment for licenses (gill nets, dipnets, boat licenses) 

Page 209: application for renewal of licenses to fish in L. Ont., L. Erie, 
Welland River 

March 27, 1896: some people applying for licenses to fish dip nets in the 
Welland Canal Harbour 

- large nos. of white, sp. bass ns well as other game fish caught there 
during spawning season, there/inadvisable 

- unless totally prohibiting the use of nets, it would be impossible to 

stop fishermen from catching bass and pickerel during upcoming close season 

- great portion of fish caught in Welland Canal Harbour vicinity are suckers 
and mullets, though sometimes large nos. of pickerel and bass are taken 

| - no seine netting allowed on U.S. side of N. River at present; since 
the early part of last season 

- towards the end of 1895 fishermen were permitted to seine on U.S. side 
for a short time, provided they caught no bass 

- no nets of any kind allowed in N. River presently 

- N. River seine hauling grounds now leased to night line fishermen 
who hook sturgeon, pickerel and ling 

- night lines have been very successful in N. River, with a continuous 
catch of fish throughout the whole season 

- night lines catch a better class of fish than seines in N. River, don't 
injure the grounds and are not destructive to immature fish 

- since the prohibition of seines, N. River fisheries have improved greatly, 
all kinds of fish have increased to the extent that fishing has become 
profitable to the angler, as well as the night line fishermen 

- seine hauling in N. River was stopped "a few years ago" 

Pages 219-220: travel log and expenses March 1-31, 1896 
April 1, 1896: 

- only three pound nets licensed to fish in Kerr's division proper 
Page 225: application for license renewals: 

(1) to fish sturgeon night lines in N. River 

(2) (3) to fish 50 fathoms of herring gill nets 
April 2, 1896: 

- no dip nets allowed in Port Dalhousie Harbour 
Page 228: license payments 

April 4, 1896: license renewals, payments 
April 4, 1896: 

- hard winter at B. Beach, no fishing carried on there since previous 
Nov. 30 (1895), unusual for L. Ont. being partially frozen over or 
else filled with algae. 



April 4, 1896: 

- illegal gill net fishing carried on in a large opening in the ice 
of B. Bay opposite Dynes Point. 

- seizure of 750 yds pike gill net containing 8 pike in B. Bay 

April 13, 1896: seizure of about 200 yds pike gill net, no. of pike, 
found being lifted in B. Bay 

Page 249: application for licenses to fish 200, 2000 yds herring gill net 
in L. Erie etc. 

Page 250: license renewals 

Page 251: license payments 

April 21, 1896: 

/ - nothing could be done re Americans' seine hauling on Canadian side of 
N. River, due to the floating ice in the river 

- at Pt. Robinson, about 1 mile north of Welland, at a feeder from th e 
Welland River, Kerr found several dip nets with some pickerel and some 
suckers 

four dipnets set at Welland 

April 23, 1896: payments for license renewals (for boat licenses, to 
angle in N. River etc.) 

Pages 264-265: travel log and expenses April 1-30, 1896 
May 12, 1896: 

- Americans fishing in L. Erie, between the Long Point cut and the Sandhills, 
caught 7500 "chub" fish in gill nets in 12 hrs. 

supposedly a large gang of gill nets fishing about 6 miles SW of Pt. Colbourne 
May 16, 1896: payment for licenses 
Page 271: license returns May 1896 
May 16, 1896: 

- seizure of two boats with scoop nets, barrels, etc. in the N. River 
illegally catching bait (Americans) 

- catching bait on N. River, U.S. side, has become a regular business 
May 19, 1896: 

- Kerr's presence requirdd in the vicinity of the N. River at present as many 
U.S. fishermen angling on the Canadian side where fishing is exceptionally 
good. 

- all kinds of fish much more plentiful (on Canadian side of N. River) 

Page 295: renewal of licenses May 1896 

Page 296: license returns May 1896 
May 30, 1896: 

U.S. fishermen in the habit of fishing seines at Navy Island, N. River, 
especially when black bass are on the beds spawning and watching their young 

bass do not come in close to the shore of N. River until the water gets 
warmer (1 week or 10 days from now). 

Pages 305-306: travel log and exnenses May 1-31, 1896 



June 1, 1896: 

Leslieville citizen complains of the catching of small whitefish in seines 
June 11, 1896: license renewals 
June 30, 1896: 

- reference to changes made against the fisheries overseer of Essex County 
for allowing some men to fish for and catch whitefish in L. Erie during 
the previous close season (Nov.). 

- a number of barrels of whitefish were seized by Windsor overseer at Windsor 

Pages 328-April 30, 189?): license renewals (Low Banks, Port Colbourne, 

B. Beach, Fort Erie etc.). 

Page 329: license returns April 1896 

June 3, 1896: 

/ - a number of whitefish were caught near Niagara in either seines or gill nets 

June 18, 1896: 

- capture of three men seining at Navy Island, Niagara River 
June 25, 1896: payment for fines 

Pages 346-347: travel log and expenses June 1-30, 1896 
July 4, 1896: licenses to gill net in L. Ont. granted 
July 14, 1896: license payments 
Page 362: license returns July 1896 

Page 363: application for license to fish 5000 yds herring, s. trout and 
whitefish gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

July 15, 1896: 

- report of Sabbath hook and line fishing on L. Erie etc. 

Page 371: application for license to fish 500 yds herring gill net in L. Ont. etc. 
July 22, 1896: 

- report of gill net fishing at 20 Mile Creek, L. Ont. 

Page 375: application for licenses to fish 200, 5000 yds herring and herring, 
s. trout, whitefish gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

Page 379: application for license to fish 5000 yds herring, s. trout and 
whitefish gill nets in L. Ont. etc. 

July 28, 1896: license renewals 

Page 381: license returns July 1896 

July 28, 1896: 

- obstructions placed in a Flamboro centre stream to prevent speckled 
trout from finding their spawning grounds 

Pages 384-385: travel log and expenses July 1-31, 1896 

August 1, 1896: 

further reference to Flamboro centre stream (see July 28/96) being a 
tributary of the 20 Mile Creek 



August 6, 1896: 

- angling in N. River is good at this time of year, good catches made 
in short periods of time 

August 8, 1896: 

- fishing has fallen off lately in the trout stream mentioned July 28/96, 
due to obstructions 

Page 391: application for license to fish 4000 yds herring, whitefish, s. trout 
gill nets in L. Erie etc. 

August 14, 1896: no new licenses to fish in L. Ont. being issued at present 

August 16, 1896: payment for licenses received: to gill net in L. Erie, and 
to angle in the N. River 

August 18, 1896: payment for licenses received: to fish in L. Ont. etc. 

Page 404: license returns August 1896 

August 18, 1896: anglers need a permit to fish in Canadian waters 
August 21, 1896: 

I - pipe laid from the Delhi Canning Factory to Niagara River, above the 

town, carrying liquids from tomatoes etc. into the water, viewed to be 
detrimental to the fisheries 

- solids, peelings, also allowed into N. River 

- manager claims the Town Council gave him permission to install such a 
disposal pipe 

- tons of tomatoes canned each day in the large Delhi factory 
August 22, 1896: 

- complaint of American fishermen angling and catching numbers of pickerel 
and bass on the Canadian side of the N. River without a permit 

account of the capture of several U.S. anglers fishing in Canadian waters 

August 24, 1896: payment of fines (American anglers) 

Page 416: license returns August, 1896 

August 24, 1896: 

there are three traps, more commonly known as fishing machines, in the 
N. River at present 

fishing traps (or machines) should be discouraged, says Kerr, as a large 
number of small, immature herring which ascend the river during some 
seasons are caught 

last season the run was of a small size 

the catch is sorted for market (when caught), "no doubt numbers are 
injured in this way ..." 

immature herring must be thrown back 

explanation of machine fishing ... 

- a crib, 12-16' sq., sunk and anchored in the current of the river, 
lower end of crib opened, top is made of removable slates to form a 
grate - can be raised or lowered,(thus prevents fish from ascending) 
on top of the crib is a "windless" with a dip net attached to the frame 
which is lowered by hand. When a sufficient amount of fish is contained 
in the crib the net is lifted. 




August 24, 1896 (Contd..): 

the herring start to run towards the end of September, is principle 
machine catch, all the perch, pickerel and white bass are caught in 
spring and summer 

all ascending fish keep their heads to the stream, never turn back 

- no two years ever alike re the size of herring ... one year they are 
small, the next large 

- Americans never fish machines any more, considerd more destructive than seines 
Pages 429-430: travel log and expenses August 1 - 31, 1896 

Page 431: list of fishing licenses issued in the county of Lincoln and Niagara 
for 1895, 1896 (name, license no., license fees) 

September 9, 1896: 

- } fishing for bass on N. River so far has been exceptionally good, more 

bass being caught present season than in a number of years previous 

-/ increase of bass has made Americans bolder, more are breaking and 
I evading the law 

-f increase of bass due to the prohibition of seines on the U.S. side of the 
River, as well as on Canadian side 

September 8, 1896: 

- "a number of boats from Buffalo with anglers on board proceeded each 
morning from that place to angle or fish for black bass in the vicinity 
of Point Abino" (12-14 miles from Buffalo) 

- Point Abino (the best fishing grounds) used by U.S. fishermen 
September 14, 1896: 

,{ - account of two men fishing their machines in the rapids in N. River, 
near Oueenston, catching immature herring 

Pages 450-451: travel log and expenses September 1-30, 1896 

Page 453: application for license to fish 100 yds herring gill net in L. Erie etc. 
October 7, 1896: 

- trap net fishermen are licensed all year round, with the exception of the 
different close seasons 

October 10, 1896: payment for angling permits 
Page 459: license returns September 1896 
October 16, 1896: 

inspection of trap nets in N. River reveals large nos. of immature 
herring in the possession of several fishermen 

- one third of a man's catch was undersized, not marketable 

- the screen used at the head of the machines to be at least lh" 

- man with 1/3 undersized fish using screen of 




October 16, 1896 (Contd...): 

in machine with l-s" screen there was a much better size fish, 
although immature herring still caught 

run of herring only started a few days ago 

- the herring this season are small, as they were last season, some of 
the fish not 4" long, and much smaller 

October 22, 1896: 

- run of herring has decreased in past few days, but are larger 
August 1, 1896: 

- Kerr's "extra duties performed" summary, including "First American 
seizures" - poaching in L. Erie, gill nets, etc. 

- 1894 - sturgeon decreased in L. St. Clair due to nets set by Indians, 
miles into various channels, preventing fish from passing into the Lake, 
as many as 8000 fish taken in one season. 


End of Rook 17 and the set of 17 volumes 
written by John and Fred Kerr 



